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FUZZY LOGIC BASED ADAPTIVE Y/C 
SEPARATION SYSTEM AND METHOD 

This application is a continuation-in-part and claims prior 
ity from US. patent application Ser. No. 10/833,979, ?led 
Apr. 27, 2004 now US. Pat. No. 7,304,688, Which claims 
priority from US. Provisional Application No. 60/472,280, 
?led May 20, 2003, all of Which We incorporate here by 
reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to image processing and, 
more speci?cally, to a fuzzy logic based adaptive Y/C sepa 
ration system and method. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Composite video signals, commonly used in video broad 
casts or transmissions, contain a brightness signal (lumi 
nance, luma orY) and a color signal (chrominance, chroma or 
C), Where the color signal is modulated into a color sub 
carrier and added to the brightness signal prior to transmis 
sion. To effectuate demodulation of the color sub-carrier upon 
reception, receivers for color displays include aY/C separator 
to separate luminance and chrominance components from the 
composite video signal. 
Y/C separation is typically performed With either a notch/ 

band pass ?lter combination or comb ?lters, Where each ?lter 
separates portions of a composite video signal more effec 
tively. For instance, a band pass ?lter used in conjunction With 
a notch or comb ?lter can separate the chrominance compo 
nent from a composite signal. HoWever, in addition to passing 
the chrominance signal, a notch/band-pass ?lter Will pass 
high frequency luminance energy in the chrominance pass 
band. Therefore, some luminance appears as cross-color in a 
displayed picture. For instance, a vertical striped pattern on a 
displayed article of clothing can have a spatial frequency 
creating a high frequency luminance component, Which 
appears as cross-color in a separated chrominance signal. 
This cross-color usually appears in a video picture as a col 
ored rainboW superimposed on the reduced-amplitude striped 
pattern. 

Although the notch/band pass ?lter combination has draW 
backs, it is useful under certain conditions. For example, the 
?lter combination is effective in picture regions lacking high 
luminance frequencies in the horiZontal direction While con 
taining high frequency chroma information in the vertical 
direction. In these regions, the comb ?lter described beloW 
degrades pictures With cross luma. 
Comb ?ltering is another technique for Y/C separation. 

Comb ?ltering usually provides a considerably better com 
ponent separation compared to the above-described notch/ 
band-pass ?lter combination. Although conventional comb 
?lters provide improved separation, crosstalk betWeen the 
chrominance and luminance still occurs. Comb ?lters are 
therefore most effective in pictures having a ?at ?eld of color 
or high luminance frequencies in the horiZontal direction. 
When spatial discontinuities in the vertical direction occur in 
a video picture, hoWever, a conventional comb ?lter may 
inadequately separate chrominance and luminance compo 
nents, causing undesirable artifacts in the displayed picture. 

To optimiZe Y/C separation, many Y/C separators imple 
ment both separation techniques and adapt betWeen the tech 
niques responsive to the horiZontal and vertical transitions of 
the video signal. Many approaches for adapting betWeen the 
separation techniques exist. For instance, an adaptive Y/C 
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2 
separator may select betWeen the outputs of the notch/band 
pass combination or the comb ?lters. When neither separation 
technique is optimal, hoWever, the selection of either tech 
nique results in an undesirable picture quality. To counter this 
picture quality degradation adaptive Y/ C separators blend the 
outputs of notch/band pass combination or the comb ?lters. 
Blending is typically implemented by generating a blending 
coe?icient and combining the outputs of notch/band pass 
combination or the comb ?lters responsive to the blending 
coe?icient. Each blending coe?icient, hoWever, is difficult to 
normaliZe, Which causes the adaptive Y/C separator to not 
adapt When loW chroma levels are present and to transition too 
quickly for high chroma levels. 

Accordingly, there exists a need for an improved adaptive 
Y/C separation system and method that adapts to changes in 
a video signal Without degrading the picture quality. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The foregoing and other objects, features, and advantages 
of the invention Will become more readily apparent from the 
folloWing detailed description of a preferred embodiment that 
proceeds With reference to the folloWing draWings. 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a display system. 
FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an embodiment of the fuZZy 

logic based adaptive Y/C separator shoWn in FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an embodiment of the top 

Wideband fuZZy logic classi?er shoWn in FIG. 2. 
FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an embodiment of the bottom 

Wideband fuZZy logic classi?er shoWn in FIG. 2. 
FIG. 5 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a comb error 

determiner. 
FIG. 6 is a block diagram of an embodiment of the band 

pass fuZZy logic classi?er shoWn in FIG. 2. 
FIG. 7 is a block diagram of an embodiment of the aggre 

gator shoWn in FIG. 2. 
FIG. 8 is a ?owchart of an embodiment of a method for 

fuZZy logic based adaptive Y/ C separation. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an edge enhancement system 
100. Referring to FIG. 1, the system 100 includes a receiver 
120 for receiving an analog image data signal 110, e.g., RGB 
orYPBPR signal, from a source 102. The source 102 may be a 
personal computer 107, a digital video diskplayer 105, set top 
box (STB) 103, or any other device capable of generating the 
analog image data signal 110. The receiver 120 may be an 
analog-to-digital converter (ADC) or any other device 
capable of generating digital video signal 109 from the analog 
image data 110. The receiver 120 converts the analog image 
data signal 110 into the digital image data 109 and provides it 
to a controller 150. A person of reasonable skill in the art 
knoWs Well the design and operation of the source 102 and the 
receiver 120. 

LikeWise, a video receiver or decoder 122 decodes an ana 
log video signal 112 from a video source 104. The video 
source 104 may be a video camcorder, tape player, digital 
video disk (DVD) player, or any other device capable of 
generating the analog video signal 112. The video source 104 
may read (or play) external media 101. In an embodiment, a 
DVD player 104 plays the DVD 101. In another embodiment, 
aVHS tape player 104 plays aVHS tape 101. The decoder 122 
converts the analog video signal 112 into the digital video 
signal 109 and provides it to the panel controller 150. The 
decoder 122 is any device capable of generating digital video 
signal 109, e.g., in Y/C or CVBS format, from the analog 
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video signal 1 12. A person of reasonable skill in the art knows 
well the design and operation of the video source 104 and the 
video decoder 112. 

A modem or network interface card (NIC) 124 receives 
data 114 from a global computer network 106 such as the 
Internet®. The data 114 may be in any format capable of 
transmission over the network 106. In an embodiment, the 
data 114 is packetiZed digital data. But the data 114 may also 
be in an analog form. Likewise, the modem 124 may be a 
digital or analog modem or any device capable of receiving 
data 114 from a network 106. The modem 124 provides 
digital video signal 109 to the panel controller 150. A person 
of reasonable skill in the art knows well the design and opera 
tion of the network 106 and the modem/NIC 124. 

A Digital Visual Interface (DVI) or high de?nition multi 
media interface (HDMI) receiver 126 receives digital signals 
116 from a digital source 108. In an embodiment, the source 
108 provides digital RGB signals 116 to the receiver 126. The 
receiver 126 provides digital video signal 109 to the panel 
controller 150. A person of reasonable skill in the art knows 
well the design and operation of the source 108 and the 
receiver 126. 

A tuner 128 receives a wireless signal 118 transmitted by 
the antenna 119. The antenna 119 is any device capable of 
wirelessly transmitting or broadcasting the signal 118 to the 
tuner 128. In an embodiment, the antenna 119 transmits a 
television signal 118 to the television tuner 128. The tuner 
128 may be any device capable of receiving a signal 118 
transmitted wirelessly by any other device, e.g., the antenna 
119, and of generating the digital video signal 109 from the 
wireless signal 118. The tuner 128 provides the digital video 
signal 109 to the controller 150. A person of reasonable skill 
in the art knows well the design and operation of the antenna 
119 and the tuner 128. 

The digital video signal 109 may be in a variety of formats, 
including composite or component video. Composite video 
describes a signal in which luminance, chrominance, and 
synchronization information are multiplexed in the fre 
quency, time, and amplitude domain for single wire transmis 
sion. Component video, on the other hand, describes a system 
in which a color picture is represented by a number of video 
signals, each of which carries a component of the total video 
information. In a component video device, the component 
video signals are processed separately and, ideally, encoding 
into a composite video signal occurs only once, prior to 
transmission. The digital video signal 109 may be a stream of 
digital numbers describing a continuous analog video wave 
form in either composite or component form. FIG. 1 
describes a variety of devices (and manners) in which the 
digital video signal 109 may be generated from an analog 
video signal or other sources. A person of reasonable skill in 
the art should recogniZe other devices for generating the 
digital video signal 109 come within the scope of the present 
invention. 

The controller 150 generates image data 132 and control 
signals 133 by manipulating the digital video signal 109. The 
panel controller 150 provides the image data 132 and control 
signals 133 to a panel device 160. The panel 160 includes a 
pixelated display that has a ?xed pixel structure. Examples of 
pixelated displays are active and passive LCD displays, 
plasma displays (PDP), ?eld emissive displays (FED), elec 
tro-luminescent (EL) displays, micro-mirror technology dis 
plays, low temperature polysilicon (LTPS) displays, and the 
like. A person of reasonable skill in the art should recogniZe 
that ?at panel 160 may be a television, monitor, projector, 
personal digital assistant, and other like applications. 
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The controller 150 includes a fuZZy logic based adaptive 

Y/C separator 200 for separating the luminance and chromi 
nance components of the digital video signal 109. Adaptive 
Y/C separator 200 may be integrated into a monolithic inte 
grated circuit or hardwired using any number of discrete logic 
and other components. Alternatively, the controller 150 may 
be a dedicated processor system that includes a microcontrol 
ler or a microprocessor to implement the adaptive Y/C sepa 
rator 200 as a software program or algorithm. We explain the 
adaptive Y/ C separator 200 in more detail below. 

In an embodiment, the controller 150 may scale the digital 
video signal 109 for display by the panel 160 using a variety 
of techniques including pixel replication, spatial and tempo 
ral interpolation, digital signal ?ltering and processing, and 
the like. In another embodiment, the controller 150 may addi 
tionally change the resolution of the digital video signal 109, 
changing the frame rate and/ or pixel rate encoded in the 
digital video signal 109. Scaling, resolution, frame, and/or 
pixel rate conversion, and/or color manipulation are not cen 
tral to this invention and are not discussed in further detail. 

Read-only (ROM) and random access (RAM) memories 
140 and 142, respectively, are coupled to the display system 
controller 150 and store bitmaps, FIR ?lter coe?icients, and 
the like. A person of reasonable skill in the art should recog 
niZe that the ROM and RAM memories 140 and 142, respec 
tively, may be of any type or siZe depending on the applica 
tion, cost, and other system constraints. A person of 
reasonable skill in the art should recogniZe that the ROM and 
RAM memories 140 and 142, respectively, are optional in the 
system 100. A person of reasonable skill in the art should 
recogniZe that the ROM and RAM memories 140 and 142, 
respectively, may be external or internal to the controller 150. 
RAM memory 142 may be a ?ash type memory device. Clock 
144 controls timing associated with various operations of the 
controller 150. 
An embodiment of the fuZZy logic based adaptive Y/C 

separator 200 will be explained with reference to FIGS. 2-8. 
FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an embodiment of the fuZZy logic 
based adaptive Y/ C separator 200 shown in FIG. 1. Referring 
to FIG. 2, fuZZy logic based adaptive Y/C separator 200 
includes a narrowband comb ?lter, shown in FIG. 2 as a top 
narrowband comb ?lter 220 and a bottom narrowband comb 
?lter 250, to separate luminance and chrominance compo 
nents of digital video signal 109, and provide the chromi 
nance components 222 and 252 to a fuZZy blending circuit 
260. The chrominance components 222 and 252 from top and 
bottom narrow band comb ?lters 220 and 250, respectively, 
may be averaged to implement a baseline narrow band comb 
?lter used when other specialiZed separators provide undesir 
able results. The narrowband comb ?lter may be imple 
mented as a 2'” order band pass ?lter. The narrowband comb 
?lter may be a 3-line NTSC or 5-line PAL separator, where a 
top narrowband comb ?lter 220 may use the middle and top 
lines (lines 1 and 2 for NTSC, lines 1 and 3 for PAL), while a 
bottom narrowband comb ?lter 250 may use the middle and 
bottom lines (lines 2 and 3 for NTSC, lines 3 and 5 for PAL). 
The comb ?lters 220 and 250 may have any implementation 
known to a person of reasonable skill in the art. 

FuZZy logic based adaptive Y/C separator 200 includes a 
top wideband comb ?lter 210 and a bottom wideband comb 
?lter 240, where each ?lter separates luminance and chromi 
nance components of digital video signal 109, and provides 
the chrominance components 212 and 242 to a fuZZy blending 
circuit 260. The top and bottom wideband comb ?lter 210 and 
240 may be separators that may be applied when the applica 
tion of the baseline narrow band comb ?lter degrades the 
picture quality, e. g., when horiZontal chroma transitions out 
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side of the color sub-carrier frequency band are present. The 
Wideband comb ?lter may be a 3-line NTSC or 5-line PAL 
separator Where the top Wideband comb ?lter 210 may use the 
middle and top lines (lines 1 and 2 for NTSC, lines 1 and 3 for 
PAL), While the bottom Wideband comb ?lter 240 may use the 
middle and bottom lines (lines 2 and 3 for NTSC, lines 3 and 
5 for PAL). The comb ?lters 210 and 240 may be any kind of 
comb ?lters known to a person of reasonable skill in the art. 

Fuzzy logic based adaptive Y/C separator 200 includes a 
band pass ?lter 230 to separate luminance and chrominance 
components of digital video signal 109 and provide chromi 
nance component 232 to fuzzy blending circuit 260. The band 
pass ?lter 230 may be a separator that may be applied When 
the application of comb ?lters degrades the picture quality, 
e.g., When vertical chroma transitions are present. The band 
pass ?lter 230 may be any kind of band pass ?lter knoWn to a 
person of reasonable skill in the art. 
A fuzzy blending circuit 260 receives chrominance com 

ponents 212, 222, 232, 242, and 252 from ?lters 210, 220, 
230, 240, and 250, respectively, and produces a chroma out 
put 262 and a luma output 264 responsive to the reception. 
The chroma output 262 may be a selection of one of the 
chrominance components 212, 232, 242 or the average of 
chrominance components 222 and 252, or a blending of any 
combination of the chrominance components 212, 232, or 
242. The chrominance components 212, 232, and 242, as 
discussed beloW in more detail, may be adjusted prior to 
selection. The chroma output 262 and the luma output 264 
represent the optimal separation of the chrominance and the 
luminance components of digital video signal 109 by fuzzy 
logic based adaptive Y/ C separator 200. 

Fuzzy blending circuit 260 includes a top Wideband fuzzy 
logic classi?er 300, bottom Wideband fuzzy logic classi?er 
400, and a band pass fuzzy logic classi?er 600. Top Wideband 
fuzzy logic classi?er 300 receives chrominance components 
212 and 222 from ?lters 210 and 220, respectively. Classi?er 
300 adjusts chrominance components 212 and 222 and pro 
vides an adjusted top Wideband component 302 to an aggre 
gator 700. Classi?er 300 may adjust chrominance compo 
nents 212 and 222 to indicate a level of congruency With a top 
Wideband fuzzy set, Where the top Wideband fuzzy logic set 
corresponds to the video signals best separated by classi?er 
300. Bottom Wideband fuzzy logic classi?er 400 receives 
chrominance components 242 and 252 from ?lters 240 and 
250, respectively. Classi?er 400 adjusts chrominance com 
ponents 242 and 252 and provides an adjusted bottom Wide 
band component 402 to the aggregator 700. Classi?er 400 
may adjust chrominance components 242 and 252 to indicate 
a level of congruency With a bottom Wideband fuzzy set, 
Where the bottom Wideband fuzzy logic set corresponds to the 
video signals best separated by classi?er 400. Band pass 
fuzzy logic classi?er 600 receives chrominance component 
232 from ?lter 230. Classi?er 600 adjusts chrominance com 
ponent 232 and provides an adjusted band pass component 
602 to the aggregator 700. Classi?er 600 may adjust chromi 
nance component 232 to indicate a level of congruency With 
a band pass fuzzy set, Where the band pass fuzzy logic set 
corresponds to the video signals best separated by classi?er 
600. 
The aggregator 700 determines the chroma output 262 and 

the luma output 264 responsive to adjusted components 302, 
402, and 602, Where the chroma output 262 and the luma 
output 264 are the optimal separation of the chrominance and 
the luminance components, respectively, of digital video sig 
nal 109 by fuzzy logic based adaptiveY/ C separator 200. The 
aggregator provides the chroma output 262 and the luma 
output 264 to controller 150. The aggregator 700 may deter 
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6 
mine the optimal separation by selecting one of the adjusted 
components 302, 402, and 602, blending any combination of 
the adjusted components 302, 402, and 602, or selecting the 
baseline narroWband comb ?lter (the average of components 
222 and 252) (not shoWn). 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an embodiment of the top 
Wideband fuzzy logic classi?er 300 shoWn in FIG. 2. Refer 
ring to FIG. 3, top Wideband fuzzy logic classi?er 300 
includes a difference block 310 to generate a difference 312 
betWeen chrominance component 212 from top Wideband 
comb ?lter 210 and component 222 from top narroWband 
comb ?lter 220. The difference 312 may indicate horizontal 
chroma transitions outside of the color sub-carrier frequency 
band are present With respect to the top and middle lines. 
A top Wideband fuzzy logic based limiter 320 may adjust 

the difference 312 to indicate a congruency level With the top 
Wideband fuzzy set. The top Wideband fuzzy set may repre 
sent those video signals best separated by the top Wideband 
comb ?lter 210. In other Words, the top Wideband fuzzy logic 
based limiter 320 adjusts the difference 312 to indicate to the 
aggregator 700 hoW Well the top Wideband comb ?lter 210 
separates the digital video signal 109. The adjustment of the 
difference 312 may assist aggregator 700 in determining the 
optimal separation of digital video signal 109. 
The limiter 320 may adjust the difference 312 comparing 

the difference 312 With a top Wideband indicator. In an 
embodiment, When the top Wideband indicator is smaller than 
the difference 312, the difference 312 may be reduced or 
replaced by the top Wideband indicator; otherWise the differ 
ence 312 is left unchanged. The top Wideband indicator may 
include Wideband comb ?lter leakage or horizontal transi 
tions, diagonal features betWeen the top, middle, and bottom 
lines, and narroWband comb ?lter leakage or horizontal tran 
sitions, Where Wideband leakage and diagonal features may 
decrease the indicator and the narroWband leakage may 
increase the indicator. A person of reasonable skill in the art 
knoWs Well the detection of diagonal features in video sig 
nals. 

Although not shoWn in FIG. 2 or 3, the Y/ C separator 200 
may include leakage detectors that detect leakage from a 
variety of sources including the ?lters 210, 22, 230, 240, and 
250. The leakage detectors may be similar or of a different 
order than the ?lters 210, 220, 230, 240, and 250. For 
example, the leakage detectors may be of a loWer order than 
the ?lters 210, 220, 230, 240, and/or 250. 
The indicator may include a gain value for customizing the 

top Wideband indicator, and thus the representation of the top 
Wideband fuzzy set, to a user’s speci?cations. The gain value 
may be a multiple of the indicator. 
The top Wideband fuzzy logic based limiter 320 may 

include a difference block 330 to generate the adjusted top 
Wideband component 302 from the adjusted difference 322 
and the average of the chrominance components 222 and 252 
from the top and bottom narroWband comb ?lters, respec 
tively. The adjusted top Wideband component 302 is provided 
to an aggregator 700. 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an embodiment of the bottom 
Wideband fuzzy logic classi?er shoWn in FIG. 2. Referring to 
FIG. 4, bottom Wideband fuzzy logic classi?er 400 includes a 
difference block 410 to generate a difference 412 betWeen 
chrominance component 242 from bottom Wideband comb 
?lter 240 and chrominance component 252 from bottom nar 
roWband comb ?lter 250. The difference 412 may indicate 
horizontal chroma transitions outside of the color sub-carrier 
frequency band are present With respect to the middle and 
bottom lines. 
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A bottom Wideband fuzzy logic based limiter 420 adjusts 
the difference 412 to indicate a level of congruency With the 
bottom Wideband fuzzy set. The bottom Wideband fuzzy set 
may represent those video signals best separated by the bot 
tom Wideband comb ?lter 240. In other Words, the bottom 
Wideband fuzzy logic based limiter 420 adjusts the difference 
412 to indicate to the aggregator 700 hoW Well the bottom 
Wideband comb ?lter 240 separates the digital video signal 
109. The adjustment of the difference 412 may assist aggre 
gator 700 in determining the optimal separation of digital 
video signal 109. 

The limiter 420 may adjust the difference 412 comparing 
the difference 412 With a bottom Wideband indicator. In an 
embodiment, When the bottom Wideband indicator is smaller 
than the difference 412, the difference 412 may be reduced or 
replaced by the bottom Wideband indicator; otherWise the 
difference 412 is left unchanged. The bottom Wideband indi 
cator may include Wideband comb ?lter leakage or horizontal 
transitions, diagonal features betWeen the top, middle, and 
bottom lines, and narroWband comb ?lter leakage or horizon 
tal transitions, Where Wideband leakage and diagonal features 
may decrease the indicator and the narroWband leakage may 
increase the indicator. A person of reasonable skill in the art 
knoWs Well the detection of diagonal features from Wideband 
and narroWband comb ?lters. The limiter 420 may include a 
gain value for customizing the bottom Wideband indicator, 
and thus the representation of the bottom Wideband fuzzy set, 
to a user’s speci?cations. In an embodiment, the gain value 
may be a multiple of the indicator. In another embodiment, 
the gain value for limiter 420 may be the same as the gain 
value for limiter 320. 

The bottom Wideband fuzzy logic based limiter 420 may 
include a difference block 430 to generate the adjusted bot 
tom Wideband component 402 from the adjusted difference 
422 and the average of the chrominance components 222 and 
252 from the top and bottom narroWband comb ?lters, respec 
tively. The adjusted bottom Wideband component 402 is pro 
vided to the aggregator 700. 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a comb error 
determiner 500. Referring to FIG. 5, the comb error deter 
miner 500 determines top and bottom adjusted errors 532 and 
534 Which may be used to adjust the adjusted top and bottom 
Wideband components 302 and 402, respectfully. In other 
Words, the comb error determiner 500 may adjust compo 
nents 302 and 402 to indicate hoW Well the top and bottom 
Wideband comb ?lter 210 and 240 separate the digital video 
signal 109, respectively. The adjustment of components 302 
and 402 With top and bottom adjusted errors 532 and 534 may 
assist aggregator 700 in determining the optimal separation of 
digital video signal 109. Although the comb error determiner 
500 is shoWn as an independent block, comb error determiner 
500 may be divided betWeen top and bottom Wideband fuzzy 
logic classi?er 300 and 400. 

The comb error determiner 500 includes a difference block 
510 to generate a top error 512 from the difference betWeen 
chrominance component 212 from top Wideband comb ?lter 
21 0 and adjusted difference 322, and a difference block 520 to 
generate a bottom error 522 from the difference betWeen 
chrominance component 242 from bottom Wideband comb 
?lter 240 and adjusted difference 422. An error reduction 
circuit 530 generates top and bottom adjusted errors 532 and 
534 responsive to top and bottom errors 512 and 522, and 
provides the top and bottom adjusted errors 532 and 534 to 
difference blocks 330 and 430, respectively. The top and 
bottom adjusted errors 532 and 534 may be generated by 
adjusting top and bottom errors 512 and 522, respectively, 
Where each adjustment may be predetermined and/or pro 
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8 
grammable. In an embodiment, error reduction circuit 530 
may reduce the smaller of the top and bottom errors 512 and 
522 to zero or to a vertical chroma slope, and may reduce the 
magnitude other error by same amount. The vertical chroma 
slope may be determined as the difference betWeen chromi 
nance components 222 and 252. In other embodiments, the 
error reduction circuit 53 0 may increase the top adjusted error 
532 by the difference in chrominance components 222 and 
232, and may increase the bottom adjusted error 534 by the 
difference in chrominance components 232 and 242. 

Difference block 330 may generate the adjusted top Wide 
band component 302 from the adjusted difference 322, the 
top adjusted error 532, and the average of the chrominance 
components 222 and 252 from the top and bottom narroW 
band comb ?lters, respectively. Difference block 430 may 
generate the adjusted bottom Wideband component 402 from 
the adjusted difference 422, the bottom adjusted error 534, 
and the average of the chrominance components 222 and 252 
from the top and bottom narroWband comb ?lters, respec 
tively. 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of an embodiment of the band 
pass fuzzy logic classi?er shoWn in FIG. 2. Referring to FIG. 
6, band pass fuzzy logic classi?er 600 includes a difference 
block 410 to generate a difference 612 betWeen chrominance 
component 232 from band pass comb ?lter 230 and the aver 
age of the chrominance components 222 and 252 from the top 
and bottom narroWband comb ?lters 220 and 250, respec 
tively. 
A band pass fuzzy logic based limiter 620 generates an 

adjusted band pass component 602 responsive to the differ 
ence 612 and provides the adjusted band pass component 602 
to the aggregator 700. The adjusted band pass component 602 
may indicate a level of congruency With the band pass fuzzy 
set. The band pass fuzzy set may represent those video signals 
best separated by the band pass ?lter 230. In other Words, the 
band pass fuzzy logic based limiter 620 adjusts the difference 
612 to indicate to the aggregator 700 hoW Well the band pass 
?lter 230 separates the digital video signal 109. The adjust 
ment of the difference 612 may assist aggregator 700 in 
determining the optimal separation of digital video signal 
109. 
The limiter 620 may adjust the difference 612 comparing 

the difference 612 With a band pass indicator. In an embodi 
ment, When the band pass indicator is smaller than the differ 
ence 612, the difference 612 may be reduced or replaced by 
the band pass indicator; otherWise the difference 612 is left 
unchanged. The band pass indicator may include vertical 
chroma changes, top and bottom comb ?lter leakages or 
horizontal transitions, band pass ?lter leakages and diagonal 
features betWeen the top, middle, and bottom lines. The ver 
tical chroma changes and the top and bottom comb ?lter 
leakages may increase the difference 612. The band pass ?lter 
leakages and diagonal features may decrease the difference 
612. A person of reasonable skill in the art knoWs Well the 
detection of diagonal features from Wideband and narroW 
band comb ?lters and band pass ?lter, and vertical chroma 
changes. The limiter 620 may include at least one gain value 
for customizing the band pass indicator, and thus the repre 
sentation of the band pass fuzzy set, to a user’ s speci?cations. 
In an embodiment, the gain value may be adjusted to control 
the use of the leakages, the vertical chroma changes, and the 
diagonal features. 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of an embodiment of the aggre 
gator shoWn in FIG. 2. Referring to FIG. 7, the aggregator 700 
includes a Wideband aggregator 710 to aggregate the adjusted 
top and bottom Wideband components 302 and 402, and 
provide the results 712 to a band pass aggregator 720. The 
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Wideband aggregator 710 may select a component 302 or 402 
When they reinforce each other, or blend the components 302 
and 402 When they are divergent. The divergence of compo 
nents 302 and 402 may indicate that vertical chroma transi 
tions are present, and possibly that neither Wideband comb 
?lter 210 or 240 may be optimal for the separation of digital 
video signal 109. Blending the components 302 and 402 may 
comprise adding the components 302 and 402 When they have 
opposite signs. Selecting a component 302 or 402 may com 
prise selecting the component With the greatest magnitude. 

The band pass aggregator 720 aggregates the result 712 of 
the Wideband aggregator 710 With the adjusted band pass 
component 602, and provides the result 722 to a summation 
block 730. The band pass aggregator 720 may select a com 
ponent 712 or 602 When they reinforce each other, or blend 
the components 712 and 602 When they are divergent. The 
divergence of components 712 and 602 may indicate that 
vertical chroma transitions and/or horiZontal luma and/or 
chroma transitions are present, and possibly that none of the 
separators may be optimal for the separation of digital video 
signal 109. Blending the components 712 and 602 may com 
prise adding the components 712 and 602 When they have 
opposite signs. Selecting a component 712 and 602 may 
comprise selecting the component With the greatest magni 
tude. 

Since the result 722 of the band pass aggregation is a 
difference value, as each input to aggregator 700 has been 
reduced by the average of the chrominance components 222 
and 252, the summation block 730 adds the result 722 of the 
band pass aggregation to the average of the chrominance 
components 222 and 252 to generate the chroma output 262. 
Thus When the result 722 of the band pass aggregation is 
approximately Zero, the baseline narroWband comb ?lter (the 
average of the chrominance components 222 and 252) is the 
de facto selection by the aggregator 700. A summation block 
740 generates the luma output 264 from the chroma output 
264 and the middle line of the digital video signal 109. This 
generation of the luma output 264 With the chroma output 262 
and the middle line is Well knoWn in the art. 

FIG. 8 is a ?owchart of an embodiment of a method for 
fuZZy logic based adaptive Y/C separation. Referring to FIG. 
8, according to a block 810, fuZZy blending circuit 260 
receives chrominance data from a plurality of separators, 
Where each separator separates luminance and chrominance 
data in digital video signal 109. According to a next block 
820, fuZZy blending circuit 260 uses fuZZy logic to determine 
the ability of each separator to separate the luminance and 
chrominance data responsive to received chrominance data. 
According to a next block 830, fuZZy blending circuit 260 
aggregates the chrominance data received from each separa 
tor responsive to the determinations. 

Having illustrated and described the principles of our 
invention, it should be readily apparent to those skilled in the 
art that the invention may be modi?ed in arrangement and 
detail Without departing from such principles. I claim all 
modi?cations coming Within the spirit and scope of the 
accompanying claims. 

I claim the folloWing: 
1. An apparatus comprising: 
a plurality of ?lters, each to separate chrominance data in a 

video signal; and 
a blending circuit to use fuZZy logic to blend the chromi 

nance data, Where the blending circuit comprises: 
a plurality of fuZZy logic classi?ers, each classi?er to 

manipulate chrominance data from a corresponding 
subset of the plurality of ?lters 
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Where each fuZZy logic classi?er adapted to manipu 

late corresponding chrominance data to indicate a 
level of congruence With a corresponding fuZZy 
logic set; and 

Where each fuZZy logic set is adapted to indicate hoW 
Well each corresponding subset of the plurality of 
?lters separates the chrominance in the video sig 
nal; and 

an aggregator to blend the chrominance data from the 
fuZZy logic classi?ers. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 Where the aggregator is adapted 
to blend the chrominance data by comparing each level of 
congruence. 

3. The apparatus of claim 1 Where each fuZZy logic set is 
adapted to be programmable. 

4. The apparatus of claim 1 
Where the plurality of ?lters includes at least one comb 

?lter; and 
Where the blending circuit includes an error reduction cir 

cuit to adjust a bandWidth of the at least one comb ?lter. 
5. The apparatus of claim 4 Where the error reduction 

circuit is adapted to be programmable. 
6. The apparatus of claim 1 
Where the blending circuit is adapted to determine the 

suitability of each ?lter to separate the chrominance 
data; and 

Where the blending circuit is adapted to blend the chromi 
nance data responsive to the determination. 

7. A system comprising: 
a fuZZy logic based adaptive Y/C separator to separate 

luminance and chrominance data in a video signal, 
Where the fuzzy logic based adaptive Y/C separator 
comprises: 
a plurality of ?lters, each to separate chrominance data 

in a video signal; and 
a blending circuit to use fuZZy logic to blend the chromi 

nance data, Where the blending circuit comprises: 
a plurality of fuZZy logic classi?ers, each classi?er to 

manipulate chrominance data from a correspond 
ing subset of the plurality of ?lters 
Where each fuZZy logic classi?er is adapted to 

manipulate corresponding chrominance data to 
indicate a level of congruence With a correspond 
ing fuZZy logic set; and 

Where each fuZZy logic set is adapted to indicate 
hoW Well each corresponding subset of the plu 
rality of ?lters separates the luminance and 
chrominance in the video signal; and 

an aggregator to blend the chrominance data from the 
fuZZy logic classi?ers; and 

a panel to display the luminance and chrominance data. 
8. The system of claim 7 Where the aggregator is adapted to 

blend the chrominance data by comparing each level of con 
gruence. 

9. The system of claim 7 Where each fuZZy logic set is 
adapted to be programmable. 

10. The system of claim 7 
Where the plurality of ?lters includes at least one comb 

?lter; and 
Where the blending circuit includes an error reduction cir 

cuit to adjust a bandWidth of the at least one comb ?lter. 
11. The system of claim 10 Where the error reduction 

circuit is adapted to be programmable. 
12. The system of claim 7 
Where the blending circuit is adapted to determine the 

suitability of each ?lter to separate the chrominance 
data; and 
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Where the blending circuit is adapted to blend the chromi 
nance data responsive to the determination. 

13. A method comprising: 

receiving chrominance data from a plurality of separators, 
each separator to separate chrominance data in a video 
signal; 

using fuzzy logic to determine the ability of each separator 
to separate the chrominance data responsive to the 
receiving; and 

aggregating the chrominance data received from each 
separator responsive to the using. 

14. The method of claim 13 comprises determining the 
luminance data from the aggregated chrominance data. 

15. The method of claim 13 comprises 

determining a congruence level of chrominance data from 
each separator to a corresponding fuZZy logic set; and 

indicating the suitability of each separator to separate the 
chrominance data. 

16. The method of claim 13 comprising 

manipulating the chrominance data received from each 
separator responsive to each corresponding determina 
tion; and 

blending the manipulated chrominance data. 
17. The method of claim 16 Where each manipulated 

chrominance data indicates a congruence level With a corre 

sponding fuZZy logic set. 
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18. An apparatus comprising: 
means for receiving chrominance data from a plurality of 

separators, each separator to separate chrominance data 
in a video signal; 

means for using fuZZy logic to determine the ability of each 
separator to separate the chrominance data responsive to 
the receiving; and 

means for aggregating the chrominance data received from 
each separator responsive to the using. 

19. The apparatus of claim 18 comprising means for deter 
mining the luminance data from the aggregated chrominance 
data. 

20. The apparatus of claim 18 comprising 
means for determining a congruence level of chrominance 

data from each separator to a corresponding fuZZy logic 
set; and 

means for indicating the suitability of each separator to 
separate the chrominance data. 

21. The apparatus of claim 18 comprising 
means for manipulating the chrominance data received 

from each separator responsive to each corresponding 
determination; and 

means for blending the manipulated chrominance data. 
22. The apparatus of claim 21 Where each manipulated 

chrominance data indicates a congruence level With a corre 
sponding fuZZy logic set. 


