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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that we, WILLIAM B. RYDER 

and CHARLEs L. REYNOLDS, citizens of the 
United States, residing at Bedding, in the. 

5 county of Shasta and State of California, have 
invented a new and useful Improvement in 
Tooth-Brushes, of which the following is .a 
speci?cation. _ ' V 

This invention relates to a novel construc 
tion of tooth-brush for cleaning both the an‘ 
terior and posterior surfaces of the teeth at 
one operation and having other useful points 
‘and features of advantage,as hereinafter men 
tioned. ' 

' The nature of the said ‘invention and the 
manner in which we proceed to produce and 
carry out the same are explained at length in 
the following description, in which the ac-1 
companying drawings, forminga part thereof, 
are referred to by letters. . 
Figure 1 of the drawings represents in per 

spective a tooth-brush embodying our inven 
tion. Fig. 2 is a front view of the head or 
body of the brush or the bristle-carrying v. 
members. 
Our invention consists in the provision of 

two opposite bristle-carrying heads set in 
slightly-diverging lines and a V-shaped spring 
handle member attached at its free ends to the 
ends of the heads, which lie closely together. 
Our invention further consists in the man 

ner of attaching said handle member to the 
heads, whereby a ?rm and compact juncture 
is e?ected. 
The heads are secured to their respective 

shanks each in substantially the same plane 
with its own shank; but the latter is also pro‘ 
vided with an angular bend or offset d at the 
'end near the head, so as to throw the shank 
out of line with and somewhat above the 
head, although still being practically parallel 
with it. The purpose of‘ this bend or offset 
is to bring the shanks clear of the lips and 
sides of the mouth when‘ the two heads of the 
brush are placed in operative position to 
grasp the teeth between them, as will be read 
ily understood from the drawings, where Fig. 
1 illustrates the position of the brush when 
itis about to be introduced in the mouth to 

operate on the teeth of the lower jaw, or when 
the brushes are turned to operate on the up 
per row the handle will be below the edge of 
the teeth. As will be seen by reference to 
Fig. 1, each shank is attached to the inner 
end of its head at the center thereof and is 
thence bent upward'in an o?set which bears 
against the upper half of the head end. By 
this construction we effect a junction between 
the handle and the heads which is exceed 
ingly strong and compact, while adapted to 
prevent contact with the lips of the user, as 
before set forth. .It will further be seen by 
reference to Fig. 1 that the spiral convolu 
tion connecting the two shanks of the handle 
normally holds said shanks in diverging lines, 
and as each head is ?xed upon its shank in a 
substantially parallel direction it follows that 
these bristle members also diverge slightly 
from their inner ends. By this arrangement 
we insure an even amount of pressure upon 
both sides of the teeth, inasmuch as a tooth 
brushso constructed will adapt itself to the 
curve of the jaw and the increasing width ofv 
the back teeth. 
A brush thus constructed will work simul 

taneously on the anterior and posterior sur 
faces and between the teeth, performing the 
operation of cleansing the teeth more eifect 
ively and requiring the expenditure of much 
less time and labor than the ordinary single 
head brush. , 
The spring between the shanks of the han 

dle should have suf?cient power to spread 
the heads apart when the grip on the handles 
is removed, as the working pressure :of the 
brushes on the teeth is applied entirely by 
the person using the article. . 
Having thus fully described our invention, 

what we claim as new therein, and desireto 
secure ‘by Letters Patent, is- ‘ 

1. A tooth-brush comprising two diverging 
heads bearing bristles on their inner faces 
and a handle consisting of two shanks resili 
ently connected to each other at their outer 
extremities and secured to the converging 
ends of the heads at their inner extremities. 

2. A tooth-brushcomprising an elongated 
bristle-carrying head and a shank having a 
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handle portion parallel with the axis of the In testimony whereof We have signed our 10 
head and a perpendicular shoulder portion se- names in the presence of two subscribing Wit 
cured to the end of said head. nesses. 

3. A tooth-brush comprising an elongated ‘ 

bristle-carrying head and a shank having a handle portion parallel to the axis of, but ec- ‘ ' ' 

centric to, the head vand a perpendicular Witnesses: 
shoulder portion bearing against, and at- F. STABEL, 
tached at its free end to, the end of said head. JOSEPH Snssrons. 


