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(57) ABSTRACT 

In the US about 1/3 of college women show evidence of HPV 
infection. The clinical problem may be even larger in devel 
oping countries. There are currently no effective therapies for 
HPV infections, aside from therapeutic cone biopsies, which 
often are followed by recurrent, progressive lesions. Thus, 
pharmaceutical compositions and processes for treatment of 
an HPV infection are detailed. In particular, a pharmaceutical 
composition for inhibiting growth of a human papilloma 
virus-infected cell is provided which includes a peptide 
halomethyl ketone inhibitor of a chymotrypsin or chymot 
rypsin-like protease and a pharmaceutically acceptable car 
rier. A preferred inhibitor is AAPFcmk. 

13 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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COMPOSITIONS AND METHODS FOR 
INHIBITING ABNORMAL CELL GROWTH 

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application claims priority of US. Provisional Patent 
Application 60/552,026 ?led Mar. 10, 2004, Which is incor 
porated herein by reference in its entirety. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates to compositions and methods for 
inhibiting growth of virus infected cells In particular, the 
invention relates to compositions and methods for inhibiting 
groWth of human papilloma virus (HPV) infected cells. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Tumorigenesis is a complex process Which has not been 
fully characterized to date. Mechanisms of tumorigenesis are 
the subject of intensive research since there is a continuing 
need for pharmaceuticals capable of interrupting a cascade of 
events leading to tumor formation. A number of causative 
events may trigger a tumorigenic cascade, including viral 
infection, spontaneous transformation, exposure to toxins 
among others. 

Infection With Human Papllomaviruses (HPV) is believed 
to be one such causative event. Human Papllomaviruses are 
implicated in causation of nearly all cases of cervical cancer. 
Certain types of HPV are termed “high-risk”, in that infection 
With them is associated With development of high-grade cer 
vical dysplasias Which may progress to carcinomas. 

HPVs, a subset of the papillomaviruses, are members of the 
Papillomaviridae family of viruses (31). The HPVs are small, 
double stranded, circular DNA viruses With an icosahedral, 
non-enveloped virion of about 55 nm in diameter and a 
genome of 8 kb. HPVs infect human squamous epithelium 
and induce papillomas (or Warts). While there are many types 
of HPV able to infect various anatomical regions, it is the 
HPVs that infect the anogenital region that have been the best 
studied. Among this group, HPVs can be divided based upon 
the frequency With Which they induce malignancy. The loW 
risk HPVs can cause benign Warts, but are rarely observed in 
malignant cancers. This group is represented by HPV types 6, 
11, 42, 43, and 44. HPV types 16, 18, 31, 33, 39, 45, and 56 
constitute the high risk HPVs, Which are most often associ 
ated With malignant cervical cancers (2). 
HPV is the prime etiological factor in the development of 

cervical cancer, being associated With over 90% of all cases 
(32). In addition to this epidemiological statistic, the IARC 
ultimately declared HPV 16 and 18 carcinogenic in humans 
(33) based upon a number of pieces of evidence including in 
vitro immortaliZation differences betWeen high risk and loW 
risk viruses (high risk HPVs can immortaliZe keratinocytes 
and loW risk HPVs cannot (34) and the presence of active viral 
genomes and oncoproteins in cells of the tumor and associ 
ated metastases (35, 36, 37, 38). 

Estimates vary, but in the US about 1/3 of college Women 
shoW evidence of HPV infection. HPV infection typically 
manifests itself as cervical intraepithelial dysplasia (CIN) of 
three types, mild dysplasia or CINl, moderate dysplasia or 
CIN2 and severe dysplasia or cervical carcinoma, referred to 
as CIN3. The mean age for CIN1 and CIN2 is 24-27 years, 
and for CIN3 is it 35-42 years. About 50% of CIN1 cases 
regress, Whereas about 10% progress to CIN 3 and 2% 
progress to cervical cancer. While NIH-funded vaccine devel 
opment shoWs promise, there are millions of patients Who 
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2 
Will develop CIN3 over the next 10 years, and Who Will 
require lifelong (>50 years) monitoring and treatment. The 
clinical problem may be even larger in developing countries. 
There are currently no effective therapies for HPV infections, 
aside from therapeutic cone biopsies, Which often are fol 
loWed by recurrent, progressive lesions. 

Thus, there exists a need for compositions and methods for 
treating HPV infected cells and particularly for inhibiting 
groWth of HPV-infected cells. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A pharmaceutical composition for inhibiting groWth of a 
human papilloma virus-infected cell is provided Which 
includes a peptide halomethyl ketone inhibitor of a chymot 
rypsin or chymotrypsin-like protease and a pharmaceutically 
acceptable carrier. 

In one embodiment, the inhibitor includes the structure 
QQnYiR, Where QQMY is a peptide, Where n is an integer in 
the range of 0-10, inclusive, Where each X is an amino acid 
residue of an amino acid independently selected from the 
group consisting of: alanine, arginine, asparagine, aspartic 
acid, cysteine, glutamic acid, glutamine, glycine, histidine, 
isoleucine, leucine, lysine, methionine, phenylalanine, pro 
line, serine, threonine, tryptophan, tyrosine, valine, phenylg 
lycine, norleucine, norvaline, alpha-aminobutyric acid, cit 
rulline, hydroxyproline, ornithine, and homoarginine; Y is 
selected from the group consisting of: tryptophanyl, tyrosi 
nyl, phenylalaninyl, methioninyl and leucinyl; and Where R is 
a halomethyl moiety. Optionally more than one inhibitor in 
included in an inventive composition. 

Optionally and preferably an inhibitor includes an N-ter 
minal protecting group, Z, such that the inhibitor comprises 
the structure Z-QQnYiR. 

In a preferred option, the inhibitor includes a moiety (X)nY, 
Wherein QQMY is alaninyl-alaninyl-prolinyl-phenylalaninyl. 
Also preferred is an inhibitor Wherein (X)nY is selected from 
the group consisting of: valinyl-prolinyl-phenylalaninyl and 
leucinyl-leucinyl-phenylalaninyl. 

Particularly preferred is an embodiment in Which R is a 
chloromethyl moiety. Also particularly preferred is an 
embodiment in Which an inhibitor included in the composi 
tion is AAPF chloromethyl ketone. 

In a further embodiment, a provided composition 
described herein includes an selected from the group consist 
ing of: VPF chloromethyl ketone, LLF chloromethyl ketone, 
AAF chloromethyl ketone, LLVY chloromethyl ketone, GGL 
chloromethyl ketone, AAPY chloromethyl ketone and LY 
chloromethyl ketone and combinations thereof. 

Optionally, an included inhibitor includes a targeting moi 
ety for targeting the inhibitor to a subcellular location, pref 
erably a nuclear localiZation signal. 

In a further embodiment, the inhibitor includes the struc 
ture NiSi(X)nYiR, Wherein QQMY is a peptide, Where n 
is an integer in the range of 0-10, inclusive, Where each X is an 
amino acid independently selected from the group consisting 
of: alanine, arginine, asparagine, aspartic acid, cysteine, 
glutamic acid, glutamine, glycine, histidine, isoleucine, leu 
cine, lysine, methionine, phenylalanine, proline, serine, 
threonine, tryptophan, tyrosine, valine, phenylglycine, nor 
leucine, norvaline, alpha-aminobutyric acid, citrulline, 
hydroxyproline, ornithine, and homoarginine.; Y is selected 
from the group consisting of: tryptophanyl, tyrosinyl, pheny 
lalaninyl, methioninyl and leucinyl; Where R is a halomethyl 
moiety and Where N is a nuclear localiZation signal and Where 
S is a spacer amino acid residue or peptide. Optionally, an 
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N-terminal protecting group, Z is included such that the ini 
hbitor has the formula Z-NiSiQQnYiR. 

In one embodiment, a provided composition includes an 
inhibitor having a nuclear localiZation signal With the formula 
KKXK-(G)n, Where X is an amino acid residue, and n is an 
integer in the range from 1-20, inclusive. 

Also detailed herein is a provided composition Wherein the 
inhibitor includes the structure Q(l)n1(X2)n2YiR, Where 
(X1)nlQ(2)n2Y is a peptide, Where n1 and n2 are each inde 
pendently an integer in the range of 0-4, inclusive, Where each 
X 1 is an independently selected hydrophobic amino acid resi 
due; Where each X2 is a residue of an amino acid indepen 
dently selected from the group consisting of: alanine, argin 
ine, asparagine, aspartic acid, cysteine, glutamic acid, 
glutamine, glycine, histidine, isoleucine, leucine, lysine, 
methionine, phenylalanine, proline, serine, threonine, tryp 
tophan, tyrosine, valine, phenylglycine, norleucine, norval 
ine, alpha-aminobutyric acid, citrulline, hydroxyproline, 
omithine, and homoarginine; Y is selected from the group 
consisting of: tryptophanyl, tyrosinyl, phenylalaninyl, 
methioninyl and leucinyl; and Where R is a halomethyl moi 
ety. Z is an optional N-terminal protecting group such that the 
structure of the inhibitor includes Z-QillqlQizlqzYiR. A 
hydrophobic amino acid is selected from the group consisting 
of: alanine, cysteine, glycine, isoleucine, leucine, proline, 
serine, threonine, and valine. In one embodiment, n1 is 2 and 
n2 is 1. Optionally, each of the tWo X1 amino acids is iden 
tical, such as AA, GG and the like. Particularly preferred is the 
AA motif. 

In a particularly preferred option, a provided composition 
is formulated for topical administration. 

Also provided is a process of inhibiting a viral infection 
Which includes a step of providing a composition as described 
herein; and contacting a cell infected With a human papilloma 
virus With an amount of the composition effective to inhibit 
groWth of the cell, such that a viral infection is inhibited. 
Preferably such a process is applied Where the human papil 
loma virus is a strain of human papilloma virus associated 
With a predisposition to transform an infected cell. Such a 
human papilloma viruses are HPV16, HPV18, HPV31, 
HPV33, HPV39, HPV45, and HPV56. 

Further provided is a process of treating a subject infected 
With a strain of human papilloma virus, including the steps of 
providing a composition as described herein and administer 
ing a therapeutically effective amount of the composition to 
the subject. In general the subject is a human. Preferably such 
a process is applied Where the human papilloma virus is a 
strain of human papilloma virus associated With a predispo 
sition to transform an infected cell. Such a human papilloma 

viruses are HPV16, HPV18, HPV31, HPV33, HPV39, 
HPV45, and HPV56. Further preferably the step of adminis 
tering a composition includes topical administration of the 
composition. Topical administration is preferably to an area 
affected by the virus, such as genital, anal and cervical tissues. 

Further described is an inventive process of inhibiting a 
viral infection Which includes the steps of providing a com 
position as detailed herein and contacting a cell infected With 
a human papilloma virus With an amount of the composition 
effective to decrease viral DNA in the cell, such that a viral 
infection is inhibited. Preferably such a process is applied 
Where the human papilloma virus is a strain of human papil 
loma virus associated With a predisposition to transform an 
infected cell. Such a human papilloma viruses are HPV16, 
HPV18, HPV31, HPV33, HPV39, HPV45, and HPV56. 

In a preferred embodiment a process of inhibiting a viral 
infection is provided Which includes providing a composition 
described herein and contacting a plurality of cells With a 
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4 
therapeutic amount of the composition, the plurality of cells 
comprising a ?rst population of cells infected With a human 
papilloma virus and a second population of cells uninfected 
by the human papilloma, the therapeutic amount of the com 
position effective to selectively inhibit groWth of the ?rst 
population of cells and non-toxic to the second population of 
cell, such that a viral infection is inhibited. 

In a preferred embodiment a process of inhibiting a viral 
infection is provided Which includes providing a composition 
described herein and contacting a plurality of cells With a 
therapeutic amount of the composition, the plurality of cells 
comprising a ?rst population of cells infected With a human 
papilloma virus and a second population of cells uninfected 
by the human papilloma, the therapeutic amount of the com 
position effective to decrease viral DNA in the plurality of 
cells and non-toxic to the second population of cell, such that 
a viral infection is inhibited. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a digital image of a Southern illustrating reduction 
of HPV DNA content in cells treated With an inventive com 
position; 

FIG. 2A is a digital image of untreated HPV31b infected 
CIN-612 9E cells groWn in organotypic raft culture; 

FIG. 2B is a digital image of HPV3 1b infected CIN-612 9E 
cells groWn in organotypic raft culture treated With 0.25% 
DMSO solvent control; 

FIG. 2C is a digital image of HPV3 1b infected CIN-612 9E 
cells groWn in organotypic raft culture treated With 10 micro 
molar AAPFcmk; 

FIG. 2D is a digital image of HPV3 1b infected CIN-612 9E 
cells groWn in organotypic raft culture treated With 25 micro 
molar AAPFcmk; 

FIG. 2E is a digital image of HPV31b infected CIN-612 9E 
cells groWn in organotypic raft culture treated With 50 micro 
molar AAPFcmk; 

FIG. 2F is a digital image of HPV3 1b infected CIN-612 9E 
cells groWn in organotypic raft culture treated With 10 micro 
molar GRcmk; 

FIG. 2G is a digital image of HPV3 1b infected CIN-612 9E 
cells groWn in organotypic raft culture treated With 25 micro 
molar GRcmk; 

FIG. 2H is a digital image of HPV3 1b infected CIN-612 9E 
cells groWn in organotypic raft culture treated With 50 micro 
molar GRcmk; 

FIG. 3A is a digital image of untreated HPV18 infected 
AWCA cells groWn in organotypic raft culture; 

FIG. 3B is a digital image of HPVl 8 infected AWCA cells 
groWn in organotypic raft culture treated With 0.25% DMSO 
solvent control; 

FIG. 3C is a digital image of HPVl 8 infected AWCA cells 
groWn in organotypic raft culture treated With 10 micromolar 
AAPFcmk; 

FIG. 3D is a digital image of HPVl 8 infected AWCA cells 
groWn in organotypic raft culture treated With 25 micromolar 
AAPFcmk; 

FIG. 3E is a digital image of HPVl 8 infected AWCA cells 
groWn in organotypic raft culture treated With 50 micromolar 
AAPFcmk; 

FIG. 3F is a digital image of HPVl 8 infected AWCA cells 
groWn in organotypic raft culture treated With 10 micromolar 
GRcmk; 

FIG. 3G is a digital image of HPVl 8 infected AWCA cells 
groWn in organotypic raft culture treated With 25 micromolar 
GRcmk; 
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FIG. 3H is a digital image of HPVl 8 infected AWCA cells 
grown in organotypic raft culture treated With 50 micromolar 
GRcmk; 

FIG. 4A is a digital image of untreated primary non-HPV 
infected HFKs groWn in organotypic raft culture; 

FIG. 4B is a digital image of primary non-HPV infected 
HFKs groWn in organotypic raft culture treated With 0.25% 
DMSO solvent control; 

FIG. 4C is a digital image of primary non-HPV infected 
HFKs groWn in organotypic raft culture treated With 10 
micromolar AAPFcmk; 

FIG. 4D is a digital image of primary non-HPV infected 
HFKs groWn in organotypic raft culture treated With 25 
micromolar AAPFcmk; 

FIG. 4E is a digital image of primary non-HPV infected 
HFKs groWn in organotypic raft culture treated With 50 
micromolar AAPFcmk; 

FIG. 4F is a digital image of primary non-HPV infected 
HFKs groWn in organotypic raft culture treated With 10 
micromolar GRcmk; 

FIG. 4G is a digital image of primary non-HPV infected 
HFKs groWn in organotypic raft culture treated With 25 
micromolar GRcmk; and 

FIG. 4H is a digital image of primary non-HPV infected 
HFKs groWn in organotypic raft culture treated With 50 
micromolar GRcmk. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Cervical cancer is the most common cancer in developing 
countries and the second most common cancer in Women 

worldwide (1). Essentially all cervical cancers are thought to 
involve human papillomavirus (HPV) infections (2, 3), such 
that compositions and processes for treatment of such infec 
tions are needed. The present invention provides pharmaceu 
tical compositions and processes for treatment and inhibition 
of HPV infection, along With processes for inhibition of 
groWth of cells infected With HPV. 

In particular, a pharmaceutical composition is provided for 
inhibiting groWth of a human papilloma virus-infected cell. In 
one embodiment of the invention an inventive composition 
includes a peptide halomethyl ketone inhibitor of a chymot 
rypsin or chymotrypsin-like protease and a pharmaceutically 
acceptable carrier. 

Inhibitor 
In one embodiment, a peptide halomethyl ketone inhibitor 

of a chymotrypsin or chymotrypsin-like protease generally 
has the structure Z-(X)nYiR. The moiety QQMY is a peptide 
or amino acid such that n is an integer in the range of 0-10, 
inclusive and each X is a residue of an amino acid indepen 
dently selected from the group consisting of: alanine, argin 
ine, asparagine, aspartic acid, cysteine, glutamic acid, 
glutamine, glycine, histidine, isoleucine, leucine, lysine, 
methionine, phenylalanine, proline, serine, threonine, tryp 
tophan, tyrosine, valine, phenylglycine, norleucine, norval 
ine, alpha-aminobutyric acid, citrulline, hydroxyproline, 
omithine, and homoarginine. 

Chymotrypsin and chymotrypsin-like enZymes hydrolyZe 
peptide bonds Where the carboxyl amino acid at the cleavage 
site is Trp, Tyr, Phe, Met, Leu or other amino acid residues 
Which contain aromatic or large alkyl side chains. Thus, Y is 
an amino acid residue preferably selected from the group 
consisting of: tryptophanyl, tyrosinyl, phenylalaninyl, 
methioninyl and leucinyl. 
Z is an N-terminal protecting group. The particular choice 

of the N-terminal protecting group used in the inhibitor 
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6 
depends on various factors, such as the effect of the group on 
enZyme speci?city, inhibitor solubility, and convenience. 
Suitable protecting groups are knoWn in the art and an appro 
priate group Will be recogniZed by one of skill in the art. Such 
protecting groups illustratively include carbobenZyloXy, ben 
Zoyl, t-butyloxycarbonyl, glutaryl, p-tolylsulfonyl, methox 
ysuccinyl, and succinyl groups. 

In a preferred embodiment, R is a halomethyl moiety, such 
as a ?uoromethyl, chloromethyl or bromomethyl group. Par 
ticularly preferred is an embodiment in Which R is chlorom 
ethyl. 
The terms “amino acid” and “amino acid residue” are 

knoWn in the art. In general the abbreviations used herein for 
designating the amino acids and protective groups conform to 
those used by the IUPAC-IUB Commission on Biochemical 
Nomenclature, see for example Biochemistry (1972) 
11:1726-1732. The folloWing abbreviations are used in the 
present speci?cation in referring to speci?c amino acids and/ 
or amino acid residues: A or Ala for alanine, C or Cys for 
cysteine, D or Asp for aspartic acid, E or Glu for glutamic 
acid, F or Phe for phenylalanine, G or Gly for glycine, H or 
His for histidine, I or Ile for isoleucine, K or Lys for lysine, L 
or Leu for leucine, M or Met for methionine, N or Asn for 
asparagine, P or Pro for proline, Q or Gln for glutamine, R or 
Arg for arginine, S or Ser for serine, T or Thr for threonine, V 
or Val for valine, W or Trp for tryptophan, andY or Tyr for 
tyrosine. 
When the carboxyl carbon atom of one amino acid 

covalently binds to the amino nitrogen atom of another amino 
acid With the release of a Water molecule, a peptide bond is 
formed. The portion of the amino acid Which remains after 
losing a Water molecule When it is joined to another amino 
acid is generally termed an amino acid residue. Amino-acid 
residues are therefore structures that lack a hydrogen atom of 
the amino group (iNH4CHR4COOH), or the hydroxyl 
moiety of the carboxyl group (N H2iCHR4COi), or both 
(iNH4CHRiCOi); all units of a peptide chain are there 
fore amino-acid residues. 
The acyl group of an -amino-mono-carboxylic acid is a 

structure that lacks the hydroxyl group of the carboxyl 
(H2NiCHRiCOi). The names of such groups are formed 
by replacing the ending ‘ine’ (or ‘an’ in tryptophan) by ‘yl’, 
e.g. alanyl, arginyl, tryptophyl. 
The monoacyl groups derived from aspartic acid, 

HOOC4CH24CH(NH2)iCOi and iCO4CH24CH 
(N H2)4COOH, are designated -aspartyl (or aspart- l -yl) and 
-aspartyl (or aspart-4-yl) respectively; the corresponding 
groups derived from glutamic acid are -glutamyl (or glutam 
l-yl) and -glutamyl (or glutam-5-yl). The diacyl groups 
formed from the dicarboxylic amino acids are aspartoyl and 
glutamoyl. The acyl groups derived from asparagine and 
glutamine are termed asparaginyl and glutaminyl respec 
tively. 

To name peptides, the names of acyl groups ending in ‘yl’ 
are used. Thus if the amino acids glycine, NH3+-CH2i 
COOi, and alanine, NH3 +iCH(CH3)iCOOi, con 
dense so that glycine acylates alanine, the dipeptide formed, 
NH3+iCH2iCOiNHiCH(CH3)iCOOi, is named 
glycylalanine. If they condense in the reverse order, the prod 
uct, NH3+iCH(CH3)iCOiNH4CH24COOi, is 
named alanylglycine. Higher peptides are named similarly, 
e.g. alanylleucyltryptophan. Thus the name of the peptide 
begins With the name of the acyl group representing the 
N-terminal residue, and this is folloWed in order by the names 
of the acyl groups representing the internal residues. Only the 
C-terminal residue is represented by the name of the amino 
acid, and this ends the name of the peptide. 
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If the hydroxyl group of the 1-carboxyl is replaced by an 
alkyl group, the name of the ketone formed can use the name 
of the amino acid by naming the compound as a substituted 
hydrocarbon, e.g. phenylalanylchloromethane for C6H5i 
CH24CH(NH2)CO4CH2CI, 3 -amino-1-chloro-4-phe 
nylbutan-2-one. This type of name is based on the trivial 
names of amino acids (or peptides), so does not place the 
substituents of methane in alphabetical order (as systematic 
nomenclature does), but places ‘chloromethane’ at the end 
because this indicates C-terminal modi?cation. While prac 
tice of using names such as ‘phenylalanine chloromethyl 
ketone’ is discouraged, because they erroneously specify the 
carbonyl group tWice, the term is commonly and interchange 
ably used to designate phenylalanylchloromethane. Thus, a 
peptide chloromethyl ketone included in an inventive com 
position is commonly referred to by designating the amino 
acid residues by the common amino acid abbreviations, fol 
loWed by cmk to indicate chloromethyl ketone. For example, 
AAPFcmk indicates alanylalanylprolinylphenylalanyl chlo 
romethyl ketone Which, according to IUPAC nomenclature 
may also be designated alanylalanylprolinylphenyla 
lanylchloromethane. Thus, in the structural formula 
described for an inhibitor included in an inventive composi 
tion (X)nYiR, each amino acid residue X and Y may be 
referred to by the common amino acid abbreviation or name 
to indicate the amino acid residues included. 

The term “amino acid residue” optionally further includes 
analogs, derivatives and congeners of any speci?c amino acid 
referred to herein, as Well as C-terminal or N-terminal pro 
tected amino acid derivatives. For example, an amino acid 
analog may be used Wherein a side chain is modi?ed While 
still providing a carboxyl, amino or other reactive functional 
group. For example, amino acid analogs illustratively include 
canavanine, cyanoalanine, diaminobutyric acid, diami 
nopimelic acid, dihydroxy-phenylalanine norleucine, 
3-phosphoserine, homoserine, 5-hydroxytryptophan, 1-me 
thylhistidine, 3-methylhistidine, and ornithine. 

Examples of chymotrypsin and chymotrypsin-like pro 
tease inhibitors Which are peptide halomethyl ketones 
included in an inventive composition are illustrated in stan 
dard references such as PoWers, J. C., 1977, “Haloketone 
Inhibitors of Proteolytic Enzymes”, in Weinstein,B. (ed.), 
“Chemistry and Biochemistry of Amino Acids, Peptides and 
Proteins .”, Marcel Decker, NeW York, pp. 65-178. The refer 
ence describes various haloketone derivatives of amino acids 
and peptides Which inhibit proteases and is incorporated 
herein by reference in its entirety. 
An amino acid or peptide Which is part of an inhibitor 

included in an embodiment of an inventive pharmaceutical 
composition may be described by the formula: QQMY as 
described above. In one embodiment, preferred inhibitors 
include those having the QQMY moiety alaninyl-alaninyl 
prolinyl-phenylalaninyl. In another embodiment, further pre 
ferred inhibitors include those having the (X)nY moiety vali 
nyl-prolinyl-phenylalaninyl and leucinyl-leucinyl 
phenylalaninyl. 

In one embodiment of an inventive pharmaceutical the 
inhibitor includes the structure Z-(X1)nlQ(2)n2YiR. In such 
an embodiment, (Xl)n1Q(2)n2Y is a peptide and n1 and n2 are 
each independently an integer in the range of 0-4, inclusive. 
Further, each X1 is an independently selected hydrophobic 
amino acid. Hydrophobic amino acids illustratively include 
alanine, cysteine, glycine, isoleucine, leucine, proline, serine, 
threonine, and valine. Further each X2 in such an embodiment 
is an amino acid independently selected from the group con 
sisting of: alanine, arginine, asparagine, aspartic acid, cys 
teine, glutamic acid, glutamine, glycine, histidine, isoleucine, 
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leucine, lysine, methionine, phenylalanine, proline, serine, 
threonine, tryptophan, tyrosine, valine, phenylglycine, nor 
leucine, norvaline, alpha-aminobutyric acid, citrulline, 
hydroxyproline, omithine, and homoarginine. In addition, Y 
is an amino acid selected from the group consisting of: tryp 
tophanyl, tyrosinyl, phenylalaninyl, methioninyl and leucinyl 
and R is a halomethyl moiety, such as ?uoromethyl and pref 
erably chloromethyl. Z is included in a preferred option and is 
an N-terminal protecting group. 

In a preferred embodiment n1 is 2 and n2 is 1 such that the 
inhibitor comprises the structure Q(I)2Q(Z)Y Also preferred 
is an embodiment in Which the inhibitor comprises the struc 
ture (Xl)2(X2)Y and the tWo Xl amino acids are identical. 
Further preferred is an embodiment in Which the inhibitor 
comprises the structure Q(I)ZQ(2)Y and the tWo Xl amino 
acids are glycine. 
A highly preferred embodiment, peptide halomethyl 

ketone is AAPF-chloromethyl ketone. This inhibitor is 
described in such references as ClaWson GA, et al., Hepatol 
ogy., 1995 22(4 Pt 1):1230-5. and Pereira P J, et al. J Mol 
Biol., 1999 286(1):163-73. A commercial preparation ofthe 
inhibitor AAPF-chloromethyl ketone is available from 
Enzyme System Products, Livermore, Calif. 

In a further embodiment, other preferred inhibitors 
included in an inventive pharmaceutical composition are VPF 
chloromethyl ketone, LLF chloromethyl ketone, AAF chlo 
romethyl ketone, LLVY chloromethyl ketone, GGL chlorom 
ethyl ketone, and LY chloromethyl ketone. 

In another embodiment, the inhibitor optionally includes a 
targeting moiety for targeting the inhibitor to a subcellular 
location. Targeting moieties are knoWn in the art and include 
peptides directing localization of a substance to a particular 
subcellular compartment, such as the endoplasmic reticulum 
or nucleus. 

In a highly preferred embodiment, the targeting moiety is a 
nuclear localization signal. In one embodiment a protease 
target of an inhibitor included in an inventive composition is 
localized to the inner nuclear envelope of a cell infected With 
a high risk strain of a human papilloma virus. Thus, delivery 
of an inhibitor to the nucleus of such a cell is desirable. For 
example, in one embodiment, the inhibitor includes the struc 
ture Z-NiQQnYiR, Where Z, n, X,Y and R are as described 
herein and Where N is a nuclear localization signal. In a 
further embodiment, a spacer S, is interposed betWeen the 
nuclear localization signal and the amino acid or peptide 
QQMY. Exemplary nuclear localization sequences useful in an 
inventive composition are described in references including 
DingWall, C., and Laskey, R. Nuclear targeting sequencesia 
consensus? 1991, Trends Biochem. Sci. 16:478-481; Gorlich, 
D., Kutay, U. Transport betWeen the cell nucleus and the 
cytoplasm. 1999, Annu. Rev. Cell Dev. Biol. 15:607-660; 
Mattaj, I., Englmeier. Nucleocytoplasmic transport: the 
soluble phase. 1998, Annu. Rev. Biochem 67:265-306; Nak 
ielny, S., Dreyfuss, G. Transport of proteins and RNAs in and 
out of the nucleus. 1999, Cell 99:677-690. An exemplary 
nuclear localization signal has the formula KKXK, Where X 
is an amino acid. Also preferred is a nuclear localization 
signal and spacer having the formula KKXK-(G)n, Where 
(G) is a spacer S, G is a glycine and n is an integer in the range 
from 1-20, inclusive. 
An inhibitor included in an inventive pharmaceutical com 

position is produced by synthetic methods knoWn in the art. 
For example, synthesis and formulation of a peptide compo 
nent of an inhibitor is accomplished according to methods 
knoWn in the art such as described for example in Pharma 
ceutical Formulation Development of Peptides and Proteins 
by Sven Frkjr, Lars Hovgaard, SOEn Frokjaer, CRC Press 
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(1999). Further, synthesis of halomethyl derivatives of pep 
tides is also known in the art such as described inU.S. Pat. No. 
4,518,528, for instance. 

Pharrnaceutically Acceptable Carrier 
Depending on the intended mode of administration, the 

pharmaceutical composition canbe in the form of solid, semi 
solid or liquid dosage forms, such as, for example, supposi 
tories, poWders, liquids, or suspensions. 
As used herein, the term “pharmaceutically acceptable car 

rier” refers to a carrier medium Which does not interfere With 
the effectiveness of the inhibitor and Which is not toxic to the 
cell or subject at the concentrations at Which it is adminis 
tered. 

For solid compositions, conventional nontoxic solid cani 
ers include, for example, pharmaceutical grades of mannitol, 
lactose, starch, magnesium stearate, sodium saccharine, talc, 
cellulose, glucose, sucrose and magnesium carbonate. 

Liquid pharmaceutically administrable compositions can, 
for example, be prepared by dissolving or dispersing an 
inhibitor in a carrier, such as Water, saline, aqueous dextrose, 
glycerol, or ethanol, to thereby form a solution or suspension. 
If desired, the pharmaceutical composition to be adminis 
tered may also contain minor amounts of nontoxic auxiliary 
substances such as Wetting or emulsifying agents, pH buffer 
ing agents, for example, sodium acetate or triethanolamine 
oleate. Actual methods of preparing such dosage forms are 
knoWn, or Will be apparent, to those skilled in this art; for 
example, see Remington’s Pharmaceutical Sciences by 
Joseph P. Remington, Mack Pub. Co., 1985 and A. Gennaro, 
Remington: The Science and Practice of Pharmacy, 2000, 
Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins. 
A carrier suitable use in an inventive composition includes 

physiologically acceptable sterile aqueous or non-aqueous 
solutions, dispersions, suspensions or emulsions, and sterile 
poWders for reconstitution into sterile administrable solutions 
or dispersions. Examples of suitable aqueous and non-aque 
ous carriers, diluents, solvents or vehicles include Water, etha 
nol, polyols (propyleneglycol, polyethyleneglycol, glycerol, 
and the like), suitable mixtures thereof, vegetable oils (such 
as olive oil) and injectable organic esters such as ethyl oleate. 
Proper ?uidity can be maintained, for example, by the use of 
a coating such as lecithin, by the maintenance of the required 
particle siZe in the case of dispersions and by the use of 
surfactants. 

These compositions may also contain adjuvants such as 
preserving, Wetting, emulsifying, and dispensing agents. Pre 
vention of the action of microorganisms can be ensured by 
various antibacterial and antifungal agents, for example, 
parabens, chlorobutanol, phenol, sorbic acid, and the like. It 
may also be desirable to include isotonic agents, for example 
sugars, sodium chloride, and the like. 

Liquid dosage forms include pharmaceutically acceptable 
emulsions, solutions, suspensions, syrups, and elixirs. In 
addition to the active compounds, the liquid dosage forms 
may contain inert diluents commonly used in the art, such as 
Water or other solvents, solubiliZing agents and emulsi?ers, as 
for example, ethyl alcohol, isopropyl alcohol, ethyl carbon 
ate, ethyl acetate, benZyl alcohol, benZyl benZoate, propyle 
neglycol, 1,3-butyleneglycol, dimethylformamide, oils, in 
particular, cottonseed oil, groundnut oil, corn germ oil, olive 
oil, castor oil and sesame oil, glycerol, tetrahydrofurfuryl 
alcohol, polyethyleneglycols and fatty acid esters of sorbitan 
or mixtures of these substances, and the like. 

Suspensions, in addition to the active compounds, may 
contain suspending agents, as for example, ethoxylated isos 
tearyl alcohols, polyoxyethylene sorbitol and sorbitan esters, 
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10 
microcrystalline cellulose, aluminum metahydroxide, bento 
nite, agar-agar and tragacanth, or mixtures of these sub 
stances, and the like. 

Injectables can be prepared in conventional forms, either 
liquid solutions or suspensions, solid forms suitable for solu 
tion or prior to injection, or as suspension in liquid prior to 
injection or as emulsions. 

Optionally, a pharmaceutical composition includes further 
medicinal agents, pharmaceutical agents, carriers, or dilu 
ents. 

In one embodiment, an inventive composition is formu 
lated in unit dosage form suitable for single administration of 
a precise dosage. In further embodiments, a composition is 
formulated in unit dosage form suitable for delivery of mul 
tiple doses delivered at speci?ed intervals. Time release 
preparations are speci?cally contemplated as effective dos 
age formulations. The compositions Will include an effective 
amount of the selected inhibitor in combination With a phar 
maceutically acceptable carrier. 

In a preferred embodiment, an inventive composition is 
formulated for topical administration. A topical formulation, 
broadly described, optionally include carrier components 
such as diluting or solubiliZing agents for diluting or solubi 
liZing an inhibitor, thickeners, gel formers, ?lm-forming 
ingredients, and encapsulating agents for inhibiting evapora 
tion or an inhibitor or dilution by ?uids such as bodily ?uids 
or exogenously applied ?uids, emulsi?ers, and antimicrobial 
agents for inhibiting contaminants. 

Exemplary carriers for topical formulations of an inventive 
composition are described in the examples. 

In one embodiment, a cyclodextrin is included in an inven 
tive composition and may provide a protective coating or 
microencapsulation to an inhibitor in a composition. Cyclo 
dextrins illustratively include beta-cyclodextrin and 
gamma.-cyclodextrin. A particular cyclodextrin is included in 
an illustrative formulation of an inventive composition 
described in the Examples. A cyclo dextrin is optionally 
included in an inventive composition in the range 0.1 -90% by 
Weight, preferably OBS-55.0% by Weight, based on the total 
Weight of the composition. 

In a further embodiment propylene glycol is optionally 
included in an inventive composition as a carrier. In addition, 
a combination of propylene glycol and a cyclodextrin may be 
included. 

Further details of carriers having advantages in topical 
formulations are knoWn in the art and may be found in such 
standard references as Remington’s Pharmaceutical Sciences 
by Joseph P. Remington, Mack Pub. Co., 1985 and A. 
Gennaro, Remington: The Science and Practice of Pharmacy, 
2000, Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins. Further information 
may be found in Chang, R., Shojaei, A. Effect of Hydrox 
ypropyl beta-Cyclodextrin on drug solubility in Water-propy 
lene glycol mixtures, 2004, Drug Development Indust. Phar 
macy 30:297-302; and Francois, M., Snoeckx, E, Putteman, 
P., Wouters, E, De Proost, E., Delaet, U. Peeters, 1., and 
BreWster, M. A Mucoadhesive Cyclodextrin-based vaginal 
cream formulation of ItraconaZole, 2003, AAPS Pharm.Sci. 
5:1-5. 

Process For Inhibiting GroWth of a Cell 
A process of inhibiting a viral infection is provided accord 

ing to the present invention Which includes providing a phar 
maceutical composition as described herein and contacting a 
cell infected With a human papilloma virus With an amount of 
the composition effective to inhibit groWth of the cell. 

In one embodiment, a process of inhibiting a viral infection 
is provided according to the present invention Which includes 
providing a pharmaceutical composition as described herein 
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and contacting a plurality of cells with the composition, 
wherein a ?rst population of the plurality is infected with a 
human papilloma virus and a second population of the cells 
are uninfected and selectively inhibiting growth of the ?rst 
population of cells infected with the virus without toxic effect 
on the second population of cells uninfected by the virus. 

In a further embodiment, a process of inhibiting a viral 
infection is provided according to the present invention which 
includes providing a pharmaceutical composition as 
described herein and contacting a cell infected with a human 
papilloma virus with an amount of the composition effective 
to decrease high risk strain HPV DNA, inhibiting viral infec 
tion by the high risk HPV. 

In a particularly preferred embodiment, the human papil 
loma virus is a strain of human papilloma virus associated 
with a predisposition to transform an infected cell, such as a 
“high risk” strain of human papilloma virus. Such strains 
include HPV16, HPV18, HPV31, HPV33, HPV39, HPV45, 
and HPV56. 

Further provided is a process of treating a subject infected 
with a strain of human papilloma virus which includes pro 
viding a composition as described herein and administering a 
therapeutically effective amount of the composition to the 
subject. 
A therapeutically effective amount of a composition is an 

amount effective to inhibit a high risk strain HPV infection. In 
one embodiment, a therapeutically effective amount of a 
composition is an amount effective to inhibit growth of HPV 
infected cells. In a further embodiment, a therapeutically 
effective amount of a composition is an amount effective to 
decrease high risk HPV DNA in treated cells. 

In a particularly preferred embodiment, a provided com 
position is administered by topical administration. For 
example, a provided composition is advantageously applied 
to an area of the subject where infected cells are located 
and/ or adjacent to infected cells. An inventive pharmaceutical 
composition is preferably topically applied to a tissue asso 
ciated with human papilloma virus infection such as a vagi 
nal, anal, genital, oral, optic or nasal tissue. Also preferred is 
administration of an inventive pharmaceutical composition to 
a tissue associated with undesirable growth of cells infected 
with a human papilloma virus, such as the cervix. 

Inhibition of HPV-Infected Cell Growth 
The organotypic raft epithelial culture system has been 

developed as an in vitro system capable of reproducing the 
complete viral life cycle (6, 7). This system is used to study 
the complete life cycle of HPV31b (6, 8-13), and infectious 
stocks of many high-risk HPV types have been produced 
using this system (6, 7, 14-16). The ability to reproduce the 
entire HPV life cycle, and ultimately produce infectious 
virus, allows for the further study of the differentiation-de 
pendent life cycle of HPV and its role in predisposing cells to 
malignant transformation. 
As described in detail in Examples included herein, a com 

position including an inhbitor and carrier is applied to a 
plurality of cells and inhibition of HPV-infected cell growth is 
observed. In one embodiment, application of the inhibitor 
AAPFcmk demonstrates a marked speci?c tissue-thinning 
effect on raft cultures of HPV infected cells, but not on raft 
cultures of non-HPV containing keratinocytes. In the orga 
notypic raft culture system, the protease inhibitor, AAPFcmk, 
speci?cally and dose-dependently caused a thinning of high 
risk HPV infected raft tissue. This effect is not due to any 
general toxicity of the treatment nor is it observed in treat 
ment of non-HPV containing carcinoma cells. 

Concomitantly, the amount of HPV genomes in cells is also 
reduced by treatment with an inventive composition. Reduc 
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12 
tion of HPV DNA is observed for instance using an inventive 
composition including the inhibitor AAPFcmk on HPV 
infected raft cultures. No effect of AAPFcmk treatment on 
levels of total nuclear protease activity of HPV-infected cells 
in monolayer culture. 
The effects of a composition including an inhibitor and 

carrier on the growth, morphology and viral genome episo 
mal maintenance of high-risk HPV-infected cells, CIN-612 
9E and AWCA cells, in organotypic raft cultures is examined 
as described in the Examples. The 9E cell line is isolated from 
a CIN 1 lesion, contains episomal HPV31b, and is capable of 
completing the entire viral life cycle including infectious 
virus production, while the AWCA cell line is isolated from 
an invasive cervical carcinoma and contains integrated 
HPV18. These cells contain different high-risk HPV types 
and also recapitulate the in vivo morphology of different 
stages of cervical cancer. Application of an inventive compo 
sition including AAPFcmk results in a pronounced, 
AAPFcmk dose-dependent growth inhibition, the treated 
rafts appearing markedly atrophic as compared to rafts 
treated with a cmk inhibitor (GRcmk) speci?c for trypsin-like 
protease activity and those exposed to solvent-only (DMSO) 
control treatments as illustrated by FIGS. 2A-H and 3 A-H. In 
many cases, apoptotic-like cells are evident in the growth 
inhibited raft cultures. An inhibitor (MG132) speci?c for the 
proteasome displayed non-selective toxicity at 5 mM (data 
not shown). 
No general toxicity of an inventive composition is 

observed. In particular, when HFK raft cultures, which are 
non-infected with HPV, are treated with AAPFcmk and their 
morphology compared to HFK rafts treated with GRcmk 
and/or DMSO no growth inhibitory effects are observed. The 
same concentrations of AAPFcmk that displayed dramatic 
effects on HPV-infected raft cultures have no detectable mor 
phological effect on non-HPV containing HFK raft cultures 
as compared to control treatments, as illustrated by FIGS. 
4A-H. In contrast, MG132 at 5 mM is non-selectively toxic to 
raft cultures irrespective of the presence of HPV (not shown). 

Furthermore, the effects of an inventive composition con 
taining AAPFcmk on raft cultures are examined with a non 
HPV-containing cervical carcinoma cell line to test whether 
the growth inhibitory effect is associated with a general can 
cer phenotype. C33A cells are grown in raft cultures and 
treated as above. Treatment with an inventive composition 
does not have any effects on growth or morphology of the 
C33A raft cultures (data not shown), as is the case with the 
HFK raft cultures, thus demonstrating that the AAPFcmk 
effect is associated selectively with the presence of high-risk 
HPV infection. 

TABLE 1 

Raft Cell Culture Type 

CIN-612 9E AWCA HFK C33A 
Treatment Growth Inhibition (% Control) 

0.25% DMSO None None None None 

(Solvent Control) 
10 micrornolar ~10% ~lO-20% None None 
AAPFcmk 
25 micrornolar ~80% ~90% None None 
AAPFcmk 
50 micrornolar ~90% ~90-100% None None 
AAPFcmk 
10 micrornolar None None None None 
GRcmk 
25 micrornolar None None None None 
GRcmk 
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TABLE 1-continued 

Raft Cell Culture Type 

CIN-612 9E AWCA HFK C33A 
Treatment Growth Inhibition (% Control) 

50 micromolar None None None None 

Table 1 summarizes results of treatment of cells With an 
inventive composition. 

The episomal maintenance of the HPV genome in raft 
culture With treatment by an inventive composition including 
AAPFcmk is examined. For this study the CIN-612 9E cell 
line is used, Which exhibits growth inhibition by AAPFcmk in 
raft cultures (FIGS. 2C-E). Cells are groWn and treated as 
described for the raft culture morphological studies, With 
varying concentrations of AAPFcmk, GRcmk (speci?c for 
trypsin-like activity), or DMSO. A dose-dependent decrease 
in copy number of HPV31b genomes is observed, With a 75 
percent decrease (on a per mg basis) noted With 50 mM 
AAPFcmk treatment (FIG. 1). Since cell number is reduced 
by 80-90 percent, this indicates a 95-98 percent decrease in 
viral DNA folloWing this treatment. In contrast, treatment 
With GRcmk does not affect HPV31 genome copy number. 
Thus, AAPFcmk strongly affects the episomal maintenance 
of HPV31. 

An unexpected ?nding is the identi?cation of a protease 
inhibitor as a selective inhibitor of the differentiated groWth 
of HPV-infected cells. The effect of an inventive composition 
including AAPFcmk is examined on HPV infected cells 
groWing in an environment of differentiating tissue that 
alloWs for the virus to complete its natural life cycle. In the 
organotypic raft culture system, AAPFcmk speci?cally 
causes a marked groWth inhibition With attendant thinning of 
high-risk HPV infected epithelium, in a dose-dependent man 
ner. This effect is not due to any general toxicity of the 
treatment, and it is not observed With cervical carcinoma cells 
not containing HPV, or With uninfected HFK cells. 

Without limitation respecting inventive compositions and 
processes, it is believed that one basis for AAPFcmk induc 
tion of groWth inhibition may be that the subpopulation of 
cells most affected by the AAPFcmk treatment is no longer 
present after the treatments. Further, the effects produced by 
AAPFcmk may be due to inhibition of the Nuclear Chymot 
rypsin-like Protease Activity, to inhibition of other chymot 
rypsin-like proteases, or to actions on proteins other than 
proteases. In this regard, the AAPF chloromethylketone pro 
tease inhibitor, also interacts With ATP-dependent helicases. 
It is indicated that a helicase activity of the SV40 large T 
antigen is inhibited in concentration dependent manner by 
AAPFcmk, and that the groWth inhibition produced by the 
protease inhibitor is dependent upon T Ag having helicase 
activity, and having it in the nucleus. Alternatively the El 
protein might have chymotrypsin-like activity. Further, aro 
matic amino acid residues are implicated in helicase activity, 
see, for instance, Aratani, S., Fujii, R., Fujita, H., Fukamizu, 
A., and Nakajima, T. Aromatic residues are required for RNA 
helicase A mediated transactivation. 2003. Int. J. Mol. Med. 
121175-180, Which may indicate a mechanism of action of 
helicase inhibition by a protease inhibitor including an aro 
matic residue such as AAPFcmk. 

Regardless of the biological mechanisms involved, the 
therapeutic advantages of an inventive composition are 
immediately apparent. Inventive compositions have groWth 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

14 
inhibitory effects that are selective for cells infected With 
high-risk HPV types. Further, inventive compositions are an 
important topical therapeutic for the negative selection of 
HPV-infected cells in the differentiating tissue environment, 
most importantly cervical dysplasias. 
The folloWing examples are included for the purpose of 

illustrating various embodiments of the invention and are not 
meant to limit the present invention in any fashion. 

EXAMPLES 

Example 1 

Keratinocyte and Organotypic Raft Cultures 
Primary human foreskin keratinocytes (HFKs) are isolated 

from neWbom circumcision as described previously (15). 
Brie?y, the dermis is removed from the epidermis and dis 
carded. The epidermis is Washed three times With PBS con 
taining 50 micrograms/milliliter gentamycin sulfate (Gibco 
Invitrogen) and 100 U/mL nystatin (Sigma). The epidermis is 
then minced and trypsinized into a single cell suspension in a 
spinner ?ask. HFKs are groWn in 154 medium (Cascade 
Biologics, Inc., Portland, Oreg.) supplemented With Human 
Keratinocyte GroWth Supplement Kit (Cascade Biologics, 
Inc.). Keratinocyte lines stably maintaining HPV DNA-CIN 
612 9E cells containing HPV31b (refs 26, 27), HPV16, 
HPV18, HPV31 a, HPV33, HPV39, HPV45, NTERT-11, 
NTERT-31a) and NTERT cells (HPV negative, ref 28) C33a 
cells (HPV negative, ref 29), and AWCA cells (HPV 18, ref 
30) are groWn in monolayer culture using E medium in the 
presence of mitomycin C-treated J2 3T3 feeder cells (6, 7, 
31). Monolayer cultures for protease inhibitor assays are 
groWn for 24 hr in 10 mL of E medium supplemented With 50 
micromolar of an inhibitor of trypsin-like protease activity 
GRcmk (Enzyme Systems Products) as a cmk control, 50 
micromolar of the protease inhibitor AAPFcmk (Enzyme 
Systems Products), 5 micromolar MG132 proteasome inhibi 
tor control (Calbiochem, La J olla, Calif), or DMSO alone as 
a solvent control (0.25%). The cultures are treated for either 
24 hours, or for 10 days With treatment and media changes 
every other day. J2 3T3 feeder cells are groWn as previously 
described in DMEM (Gibco-Invitrogen) supplemented With 
10% FBS and gentamycin. 

Organotypic (raft) cultures are groWn as previously 
described (6, 7, 31). Brie?y, cell lines are seeded onto rat tail 
type 1 collagen matrices containing J2 3T3 feeder cells. Fol 
loWing cell attachment and groWth to con?uence, the matrices 
are lifted onto stainless steel grids. Once at the air-liquid 
interface, the raft cultures are fed by diffusion from beloW 
With E medium or With E medium supplemented With either 
10, 25, or 50 micromolar GRcmk, 10, 25, or 50 micromolar 
AAPFcmk, 5 micromolar MG132 proteasome inhibitor, or 
DMSO alone as a solvent control. Because viral gene expres 
sion has been shoWn to peak betWeen 10 and 12 days in the 
raft system (13), the raft cultures are alloWed to stratify and 
differentiate for 10 days. Over this groWth period, treatments 
are changed every other day. 

Example 2 

Southern Blot Hybridization 
Total cellular DNA is isolated from CIN-612 9E raft cul 

tures as described previously (6, 12). 5 micrograms of total 
cellular DNA is digested With either BamHI (an HPV31 non 
cutter) or HindIII (an HPV31 single-cutter). The DNA is then 
separated by 0.8% agarose gel electrophoresis and trans 
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ferred onto GeneScreen Plus membrane (New England 
Nuclear Research Products, Boston, Mass.) as described pre 
viously (12). Hybridization of the Southern blot is performed 
as described previously (6, 12), probing With a 32P-labeled 
HPV31 speci?c complete genomic probe. 

Example 3 

Histochemical Analyses 
Raft cultures are groWn for 10 days, harvested, ?xed in 

10% neutral buffered formalin, and embedded in paraf?n. 4 
micron sections are cut and stained With hematoxylin and 
eosin as described previously (6). Images are captured at 20x 
magni?cation using a Nikon microscope and digital camera. 

Example 4 

Morphology of HFK, 9E, AWCA, and C33A Raft Cultures 
As the life cycle of HPV is tightly linked to the differen 

tiation state of the host tissue and elevated protease activity is 
correlated With high risk HPV infection, it is deisrable to 
determine the effect of the AAPFcmk relatively speci?c 
NSPA inhibitor on the morphology of CIN-612 9E and 
AWCA raft cultures. The 9E cell line is isolated from a CIN 1 
lesion, contains episomal HPV31b, and is capable of com 
pleting the entire viral life cycle including infectious virus 
production, While the AWCA cell line is isolated from an 
invasive cervical carcinoma and contains integrated HPV18. 
These cell lines are chosen as they contain different high risk 
HPV types and also mimic the in vivo morphology of differ 
ent stages of cervical cancer. 

Examination of raft cultures of these cells demonstrates 
that AAPFcmk treatment yields a dose-dependent pro 
nounced thinning of both types of raft cultures containing 
HPV as compared to control treatments. 

In order to determine that this effect is not due to a general 
toxicity of AAPFcmk and is speci?c to HPV containing raft 
cultures, HFK raft cultures are treated With AAPFcmk and 
their morphology compared to HFK rafts treated With a non 
speci?c trypsin inhibitor GRcmk and DMSO as a solvent only 
control. Such treatment demonstrates that the same concen 
trations of AAPFcmk having groWth inhibiting effects on 
HPV infected raft cultures have no detectable morphological 
effect on non-HPV containing HFK rafts as compared to 
control treatments. 

Further examination includes examination of raft cultures 
of C33A cells Which are non-HPV containing carcinoma 
cells. As is the case With the non-HPV infected HFK raft 
cultures, AAPFcmk does not affect the tissue morphology of 
the non-infected C33A raft cultures. 

Effects of AAPFcmk, GRcmk, and DMSO on CIN-612 9E 
Organotypic Raft Cultures. 

CIN-612 9E cells, Which contain episomal high risk 
HPV3 lb, are groWn in organotypic raft culture as described. 
Treatments are made every other day With feeding for 10 
days, and the rafts are harvested, ?xed, sectioned and stained 
With hematoxylin and eosin. Rafts are either untreated (FIG. 
2A), or treated With 0.25% DMSO solvent control (FIG. 2B), 
10 micromolar AAPFcmk (FIG. 2C), 25 micromolar 
AAPFcmk (FIG. 2D), 50 micromolar AAPFcmk (FIG. 2E), 
10 micromolar GRcmk (FIG. 2F), 25 micromolar GRcmk 
(FIG. 2G), 50 micromolar GRcmk (FIG. 2H), or 5 micromo 
lar MG132 proteasome inhibitor, Which prevented the rafts 
from groWing at all (not shoWn). Of note is the signi?cant raft 
thinning by the treatments (FIG. 2D and FIG. 2E) of 
AAPFcmk. Images are taken at 20x magni?cation. 
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Effects of AAPFCM k, GRcmk, and/or DMSO on AWCA Orga 
notypic Raft Cultures. 
AWCA organotypic raft cultures are treated With 

AAPFcmk, GRcmk, and DMSO. AWCA cells, Which contain 
integrated HPV18, are groWn in organotypic raft culture as 
described. Treatments are made every other day With feeding 
for 10 days, and the raft cultures are harvested, ?xed, sec 
tioned and stained With hematoxylin and eosin. Rafts are 
either untreated (FIG. 3A), or treated With 0.25% DMSO 
solvent control (FIG. 3B), 10 micromolar AAPFcmk (FIG. 
3C), 25 micromolar AAPFcmk (FIG. 3D), 50 micromolar 
AAPFcmk (FIG. 3E), 10 micromolar GRcmk (FIG. 3F), 25 
micromolar GRcmk (FIG. 3G), 50 micromolar GRcmk (FIG. 
3H). Of note is the signi?cant attenuation of the raft cultures 
thinning by the treatments (FIG. 3D and FIG. 3E) of 
AAPFcmk. Images are taken at 20x magni?cation. 

Effects of AAPFcmk, GRcmk, and/or DMSO on HFK Orga 
notypic Raft Cultures. 

Primary non-HPV infected HFKs are groWn in organotypic 
raft culture as described. Treatments are made every other day 
With feeding for 10 days, and the rafts are harvested, ?xed, 
sectioned and stained With hematoxylin and eosin. Rafts are 
either untreated (FIG. 4A), or treated With 0.25% DMSO 
solvent control (FIG. 4B), 10 micromolar AAPFcmk (FIG. 
4C), 25 micromolar AAPFcmk (FIG. 4D), 50 micromolar 
AAPFcmk (FIG. 4E), 10 micromolar GRcmk (FIG. 4F), 25 
micromolar GRcmk (FIG. 4G), 50 micromolar GRcmk (FIG. 
4H). Notable is the lack of the thinning effects in FIG. 4D and 
FIG. 4E that is observed in HPV containing cells. Images are 
taken at 20x magni?cation. 
C33A organotypic raft cultures treated With AAPFcmk, 

GRcmk, and DMSO. C33A cells, Which are derived from a 
non-HPV containing carcinoma, are groWn as organotypic 
raft cultures as described. Treatments are made every other 
day With feeding for 10 days, and the rafts are harvested, 
?xed, sectioned and stained With hematoxylin and eosin. 
Rafts are either untreated, or treated With 0.25% DMSO sol 
vent control, 25 micromolar AAPFcmk, 50 micromolar 
AAPFcmk, 25 micromolar GRcmk, or 50 micromolar 
GRcmk. Of note is the lack of effect of AAPFcmk treatment 
on the raft groWth. Images are taken at 20x magni?cation (not 
shoWn). 

Example 5 

Effects of AAPFCM k on HPV Genome Copy Number in the 
CIN-612 9E Cell Line. 
CIN-612 9E cells are groWn in organotypic raft culture as 

described. Treatments of 0.25% DMSO and AAPFcmk and 
GRcmk are applied to the raft cultures every other day With 
feeding over the course of 10 days. DNA is harvested and 
either digested With a non-cutter of the HPV31 genome, 
BamHI (B), or a single-cutter, Hind III (H), and a Southern 
blot performed as described With a 32P-labelled probe to the 
HPV31 genome and 100, 10 and 1 copy number per cell 
controls. A resultant Southern blot is shoWn in FIG. 1. Form 
II DNA (nicked supercoiled) and Form I DNA (supercoiled) 
episomal HPV31 bands are observed in the uncut lanes and 
Form III DNA (linear) is seen in the single cut lanes. Note the 
dose-dependent decrease of episomal HPV DNA; it is 
reduced by ~50% With 25 micromolar AAPFcmk, and by 
~75% With 50 micromolar AAPFcmk. Since this is accom 
panied by an 80-90% decrease in DNA in the AAPFcmk 
treated raft cultures, this indicates a 95-98% reduction in viral 
DNA. This therefore indicates a loss of detectable viral DNA 
by in situ hybridization. 
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Example 6 

An exemplary formulation of a pharmaceutical composi 
tion according to the invention includes a carrier containing 
cyclodextrin. Preparation of a composition may be accom 
plished as folloWs: 

Calculation Based on 25 Microliter Treatment Application 
Volume: 
45% Hydroxy-beta-cyclodextrin (HBCD): 2.25 g H[3CD is 

mixed With 3.5 milliliters sterile H2O. Vortex it Well then go 
to 5 milliliters mark With sterile H2O. Store at 40 C. For 45% 
H[3CD treatment, take 1.95 microliters inhibitor at an appro 
priate concentration and add to 23.05 microliters of 45% 
H[3CD solution to achieve the desired ?nal concentration. 

Example 7 

An exemplary formulation of a pharmaceutical composi 
tion according to the invention includes a carrier containing 
propylene glycol. Preparation of a composition may be 
accomplished as folloWs: 
Aqueous propylene glycol solution: Advantageously made 

fresh every time use since the propylene glycol loses activity 
in H2O after 24 hr. 
Mix the inhibitor and carrier in the same Way as 45% 

H[3CD treatment described in Example 6. 

Example 8 

An exemplary formulation of a pharmaceutical composi 
tion according to the invention includes a carrier containing a 
combination of cyclodextrin and propylene glycol as a car 
rier. Preparation of a composition may be accomplished as 
folloWs: 

Combination of H[3CD and Propylene Glycol: 
Mix 1.95 microliters of an inhibitor at an appropriate con 

centration in 2.5 microliters of 10% aqueous propylene glycol 
or 1.25 microliters of 5% aqueous propylene glycol by vor 
texing then add the mixture to an appropriate amount of 
H[3CD (55%) stock solution so the total volume is 25 micro 
liters. 

Example 9 

lnhibitor Penetration in Cervical Tissue 
Penetration of an inhibitor included in an inventive com 

position is examined in an ex-vivo human tissue. 
1) Fresh healthy cervical tissue punches measuring 10 

millimeters in diameter are obtained from Women undergoing 
hysterectomy. Tissue is obtained from the cervicalmucosa 
around the “transition Zone”, Which is the junction betWeen 
mucosal surfaces Where cervical cancers arise. 

2) The cervical tissue punch is prepared by trimming 1-2 
millimeters from the mucosal layer in the connective tissue. 

3) The tissue sample is placed in betWeen the receiver and 
donor compartments of a Franz Diffusion Chamber and it is 
clamped into place. 

4) Receiver compartment is ?lled With phosphate buffer 
saline (PBS, pH 7.4) and the temperature is controlled at 370 
C. 

5) Donor compartment is ?lled With 25 micrograms of 
inhibitor (~5 micrograms of labeled inhibitor and ~20 micro 
grams of unlabeled inhibitor) in 25 microliters of different 
carriers (i.e. 0, 5, 10, 25, 50% Propylene glycol (PG), or 0, 
22.5, 45% hydroxypropyl [3 cyclodextrin (HBCD), or a com 
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bination of both in Water). A label is a radioactive label such 
as 3 H, a ?uorescent label such as ?uorescein and/ or an a?inity 
reaction label such as biotin. 

6) After application, Wells are covered With para?lm to 
prevent evaporation. 

7) At 24 hrs, the donor solution is removed and Washed 
With 0.2 milliliters PBS (3><). These are all pooled and pre 
pared for detection. For instance, Where the label is radioac 
tive, the sample is added to 10 ml Ecolite scintillation liquid. 
Also, collect the solution from the receiver compartment. The 
radioactivity from donor and receiver compartments are cor 
rected into inhibitor concentration values. 

8) At 24 hrs, tissue is removed and Washed once With Water 
then it is cut into halves: half ?xed Whole in neutral buffer 
formaline (10% NBF) for subsequent histology and label 
detection such as optical detection or half is sliced off mucosa 
and tissue for label quanti?cation, such as by scintillation 
counting. 

Penetration by the inhibitor of up to 80% of the thickness of 
the mucosal layer is likely. 
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Any patents or publications mentioned in this speci?cation 

are herein incorporated by reference to the same extent as if 
each individual publication is speci?cally and individually 
indicated to be incorporated by reference. In particular, US. 
Provisional Patent Application 60/552,026 ?led Mar. 10, 
2004, is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. 
One skilled in the art Will readily appreciate that the present 

invention is Well adapted to carry out the objects and obtain 
the ends and advantages mentioned, as Well as those inherent 
therein. The compositions and processes described herein are 
presently representative of preferred embodiments, exem 
plary, and not intended as limitations on the scope of the 
invention. Changes therein and other uses Will occur to those 
skilled in the art. Such changes and other uses can be made 
Without departing from the scope of the invention as set forth 
in the claims. 
We claim: 
1. A process of inhibiting a viral infection, comprising: 
providing a composition comprising: 

a peptide halomethyl ketone inhibitor of a chymotryp sin 
or chymotrypsin-like protease, and a pharmaceuti 
cally acceptable carrier; and 

contacting a cell infected With a human papilloma virus 
With an amount of the composition effective to inhibit 
groWth of the cell, such that a viral infection is inhibited. 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

20 
2. The process of claim 1 Wherein the human papilloma 

virus is a strain of human papilloma virus associated With a 
predisposition to transform an infected cell. 

3. The process of claim 1 Wherein the human papilloma 
virus is selected from the group consisting of: HPV16, 
HPV18, HPV31, HPV33, HPV39, HPV45, and HPV56. 

4. A process of treating a subject infected With a strain of 
human papilloma virus, comprising: 

providing a composition comprising: 
a peptide halomethyl ketone inhibitor of a chymotrypsin 

or chymotrypsin-like protease, and a pharmaceuti 
cally acceptable carrier; and 

administering a therapeutically effective amount of the 
composition to the subject infected With a strain of 
human papilloma virus. 

5. The process of claim 4 Wherein the strain of human 
papilloma virus is a strain associated With a predisposition to 
transform an infected cell. 

6. The process of claim 4 Wherein the human papilloma 
virus is selected from the group consisting of: HPV16, 
HPV18, HPV31, HPV33, HPV39, HPV45, and HPV56. 

7. The process of claim 4 Wherein the step of administering 
includes topical administration. 

8. A process of inhibiting a viral infection, comprising: 
providing a composition comprising: 

a peptide halomethyl ketone inhibitor of a chymotrypsin 
or chymotrypsin-like protease, and a pharmaceuti 
cally acceptable carrier; and 

contacting a cell infected With a human papilloma virus 
With an amount of the composition effective to decrease 
viral DNA in the cell, such that a viral infection is inhib 
ited. 

9. The process of claim 8 Wherein the human papilloma 
virus is a strain of human papilloma virus associated With a 
predisposition to transform an infected cell. 

10. The process of claim 8 Wherein the human papilloma 
virus is selected from the group consisting of: HPV16, 
HPV18, HPV31, HPV33, HPV39, HPV45, and HPV56. 

11. A process of inhibiting a viral infection, comprising: 
providing a composition comprising: 

a peptide halomethyl ketone inhibitor of a chymotrypsin 
or chymotrypsin-like protease, and a pharmaceuti 
cally acceptable carrier; and 

contacting a plurality of cells With a therapeutic amount of 
the composition, the plurality of cells comprising a ?rst 
population of cells infected With a human papilloma 
virus and a second population of cells uninfected by the 
human papilloma, the therapeutic amount of the com 
position effective to selectively inhibit groWth of the ?rst 
population of cells and non-toxic to the second popula 
tion of cell, such that a viral infection is inhibited. 

12. The process of claim 11 Wherein the human papilloma 
virus is a strain of human papilloma virus associated With a 
predisposition to transform an infected cell. 

13. The process of claim 11 Wherein the human papilloma 
virus is selected from the group consisting of: HPV16, 
HPV18, HPV31, HPV33, HPV39, HPV45, and HPV56. 

* * * * * 
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