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OPTICAL DATA TRANSMISSION SYSTEM 
USING SUB-BAND MULTIPLEXING 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to optical data transmission sys 
tems, and in particular to a data transmission system using 
sub-band multiplexing to further multiplex at least one 
Wavelength division multiplex (WDM) system channel. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Optical transmission systems have evolved to multiplexed 
systems that transmit a plurality of optical main carrier 
channels on a single optical ?ber transmission line, as in 
Wavelength division multiplexing (WDM) or dense WDM 
(DWDM). While each WDM channel is capable of trans 
mitting large volumes of data at very high speeds, channel 
bandwidths are often underutilized by relatively sloW data 
streams. 

Subcarrier modulation has been successfully used in radio 
frequency (RF) transmissions to combine both digital and 
analog information onto a main carrier frequency transmis 
sion. Typically RF subcarriers are created at ?xed frequency 
intervals from the center frequency of the main RF channel. 
LoWer bandWidth information can then be coded or modu 
lated onto the subcarriers and thus ?ll the sub-band channels. 
A main carrier transmission can include a plurality of 
subcarriers, With their associated sub-bands. 
WDM channel bandWidth capacity could be used far more 

ef?ciently by the addition of optical sub-bands. But, While 
there are similarities in the underlying fundamental modu 
lation theory betWeen electrical RF subcarrier systems and 
optical subcarrier systems, the technology for implementing 
optical subcarriers and sub-bands is quite different and 
heretofore has been unavailable. An optical apparatus for 
adding optical subcarriers to main WDM optical carriers is 
needed. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance With the invention, an optical data trans 
mission system of enhanced ?exibility is provided by sub 
band multiplexing of a WDM channel. Speci?cally, an 
exemplary optical data transmission system comprises an 
optical source for generating a plurality of frequency spaced 
optical tones Within at least one WDM channel, a plurality 
of modulators for modulating the tones, and an optical 
transmission ?ber for receiving and transmitting the modu 
lated tones. An advantage of this system is that the tones are 
coherent. As a consequence, the need for guard bands is 
substantially reduced, and more ?exible coding systems can 
be used to achieve a higher level of integration. For example, 
both amplitude and phase coding can be applied to the 
sub-band signals. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The advantages, nature and various additional features of 
the invention Will appear more fully upon consideration of 
the illustrative embodiments noW to be described in detail in 
connection With the accompanying draWings. In the draW 
ings: 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram shoWing a Wavelength division 
multiplexed (WDM) optical data transmission system using 
a sub-band multiplexing scheme; 
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2 
FIG. 1Ais an inset draWing on FIG. 1, shoWing the added 

optical subcarriers as a comb of tones spaced at intervals of 
of about center frequency f0; 

FIG. 1B is an inset draWing on FIG. 1, shoWing the 
sub-bands resulting after the individual subcarriers are 
modulated by narroW band ?lters (NBF); 

FIG. 2 shoWs a schematic diagram of a series of narroW 
band amplitude modulators; 

FIG. 3 shoWs the spectral response for the top and bottom 
Waveguide outputs of the modulators of FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 shoWs a series of three cascaded narroWband phase 
modulators; 

FIG. 5 shoWs a narroWband drop/add circuit With a 
detector, modulator, and optical ampli?er; and, 

FIG. 6 shoWs a simulation of an all pass ?lter (APP) phase 
modulator; 

FIG. 7A shoWs a single stage ring resonator for use in 
optical subband demultiplexing; 

FIG. 7B shoWs a higher order ring resonator With coupled 
rings for use in optical subband demultiplexing; 

FIG. 7C shoWs a single stage Mach Zehnder device With 
ring for use in optical subband demultiplexing; 

FIG. 7D shoWs a multi stage Mach Zehnder device With 
rings for use in optical subband demultiplexing. 

It is to be understood that the draWings are for the purpose 
of illustrating the concepts of the invention, and except for 
the graphs, are not to scale. 

DESCRIPTION 

Wavelength division multiplexed (WDM) and dense 
WDM (DWDM) networks combine many channels of opti 
cal transmission channels at different main carrier Wave 
lengths (WDM channels). In some netWorks, particularly for 
short haul applications, it can be more e?icient to further 
divide individual high capacity channels (Gb/s transmis 
sions) into smaller sub-bands about subcarrier Wavelengths 
on a main channel carrier. 
One possible approach Would be to assemble data streams 

from independent sources onto an electrical carrier fre 
quency as RF subcarriers. Then the composite RF signal, 
including a carrier and RF subcarriers, could be converted to 
light for transmission as optical data. But this method is 
undesirable, because large poWer excursions in the com 
bined signals can cause ampli?er saturation and signal 
clipping Which Would produce distortion. Also, in standard 
RF subcarrier modulation, the modulation bandWidth and 
detector bandWidths are large, forcing one to continuously 
Work With all subchannels simultaneously. 

In accordance With the invention, signal clipping and 
associated distortion are avoided by ?rst creating a channel’ s 
subcarriers in light and then encoding the subcarriers With 
data. This ?lls the sub-bands. We describe herein an optical 
apparatus and method for creating and loading light Wave 
subcarriers With data streams from various sources. The 
technique Works Well With digital data transmission systems 
and can also be used With analog data streams. 

FIG. 1 shoWs a WDM optical data transmission system 
folloWing the inventive method to create optical subcarriers. 
The system comprises optical subcarriers 101, for transmis 
sion over optical transmission path 103 (Which can be 
optical ?ber, or transmission of light through free space), 
narroW band magnitude and/or phase modulators are cas 
caded in a single Waveguide 102 (instead of splitting the 
tones into separate output Waveguides). Each ?lter stage 
modulates one tone. The Wavelength multiplexer 104 com 
bines a plurality of main channel Wavelengths, some or all 
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of Which noW contain modulated subcarriers. The composite 
light signal containing all of the channels combined by 
multiplexer 104 is then transmitted over optical transmission 
line 103. Wavelength demultiplexer 105 receives and sepa 
rates the main channels at the receiving end of transmission 
line 103. Add/Drop system 106 alloWs for the selection of 
subcarrier signals and is discussed later as FIG. 5. Finally, 
each demodulator 107 (one is shoWn) demodulate the sub 
carrier signals carried by each WDM main channel. The 
subcarrier signals can be analog or digital, but are most 
likely digital data streams. Since the subcarriers are at a 
loWer data rate, multilevel transmission can be more easily 
implemented alloWing more bits/ second to be transmitted on 
each subcarrier. 

If more capacity is desired, polarization multiplexing can 
also be introduced at the sub band level. (See Betti, et al, 
Multilevel coherent optical system based on Stokes param 
eters modulation, Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engi 
neers (IEEE), Journal of LightWave Technology vol. 8, no. 
7, p. 1127 (1990). for multi-level polarization multiplexing 
and demultiplexing architectures.) Sub-band polarization 
multiplexing can be implemented With amplitude and phase 
modulators and polarization beam splitters and combiners as 
proposed in this patent. 

Exemplary magnitude modulators 200 are shoWn in FIG. 
2, and phase modulators 400 are shoWn in FIG. 4. Both are 
advantageously based on optical feedback interference ?l 
ters such as optical allpass ?lters (APF) and employ phase 
shifters to tune the response. Optical feedback interference 
?lters comprise an interference component and an optical 
feedback path that returns a portion of the output light to an 
input port. An APF exhibits a magnitude response of 1, but 
shifts the phase of the input signal near a predetermined 
Wavelength. Such ?lters are easily implemented in planar 
Waveguides using ring resonators. Phase shifters may be 
thermo-optic in silica Waveguides or electro-optic in semi 
conductor, polymer or lithium niobate Waveguides. Electro 
optic phase shifters alloW much higher modulation rates, 
GHz or higher, compared to thermo-optic modulators Which 
are restricted to sub-MHz rates. The modulators may Work 
on each tone independently, or in pairs or larger groups. The 
narroWband amplitude modulator 400 shoWn in FIG. 4 is 
advantageous because the couplers Which form the Mach 
Zehnder interferometer (MZI) can be chosen to compensate 
for the ring loss in such a manner that very high extinction 
ratios are obtainable as indicated in the example spectral 
response. In addition, many modulators are easily cascaded 
into a common output, unlike architectures using a single 
ring With separate input/output Waveguides for each chan 
nel. 

Once the allpass ?lter roundtrip loss is knoWn, the exact 
values for KG 201 and Kb 202 are calculated. These coupling 
ratios can be precisely realized With symmetric MZIs using 
thermo-optic phase shifters to set the effective coupling 
ratios Without incurring a fabrication yield penalty, While 
faster electro-optic phase shifters are used for modulation 
purposes. 

FIG. 3 shoWs the spectral response for a representative 
narroW band amplitude modulator of FIG. 2. The tWo plots 
301 and 302 shoW spectrum of the output signals at the top 
output 203 and the bottom output 204 respectively. 

The demodulator architecture Will depend on the particu 
lar modulation scheme chosen (for example, involving tone 
singlets, doublets, or the full tone spectrum) and Will consist 
of combinations of the amplitude and phase modulators 
shoWn in FIGS. 2 and 4. Standard demodulators based on 
ring resonators are suitable; hoWever they could also be 
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4 
Mach Zehnder or arrayed cavity Waveguide grating router 
based. Typical sections are shoWn in FIGS. 7A to 7D. A 
single stage ring resonator is shoWn in FIG. 7A, a higher 
order ring resonator With coupled rings is shoWn in FIG. 7B. 

Single and multistage Mach Zehnder devices With rings 
are shoWn in FIGS. 7C and 7D. In these devices, the speci?c 
output depends on the relative phase betWeen the arms. They 
can drop to the top or to the bottom output ports. 

Synchronization of the narroWband ?lters to the carrier 
and tone spacing can be important in such demodulators. 
Other useful topologies suitable for subband demodulation 
applications are described in US. Patent application Ser. No. 
10/ 180,842, “Apparatus and Method for Measurement and 
Adaptive Control of Polarization Mode Dispersion in Opti 
cal Fiber Communication Systems” Which is incorporated 
herein by reference. 
An add-drop ?lter 500 is shoWn in FIG. 5 With tWo-tone 

demodulation 501, single-tone phase modulation 502 and an 
integrated optical ampli?er 503. For tWo-tone demodulation, 
one tone could carry both phase and amplitude information 
While the other tone is a reference. Then, the reference tone 
could be phase (and/or amplitude) modulated for the add 
signal. It is critical in the narroWband demodulators that the 
?lters be polarization independent since the incoming polar 
ization is uncontrolled. For planar Waveguide implementa 
tions, polarization diversity may be employed using polar 
ization beam splitters on-chip until the Waveguide 
birefringence can be eliminated. 
An etalon is a narroW band, loW loss, loW distortion Fabry 

Perot optical ?lter. A Drop/add ?lter based on an etalon 
approach Would be polarization independent, narroWband 
and tunable. Since the data-rate on each sub-channel is 
substantially smaller than the overall channel capacity, the 
dispersion tolerance, Whether to polarization mode or chro 
matic dispersion, is greatly improved. For example, the 
chromatic dispersion tolerance is knoWn to scale inversely to 
the square of the bit rate. For a sub-channel rate Which is l/sth 
of the overall channel capacity, the tolerance is improved by 
a factor of 64. 

EXAMPLE 

NarroWband ?lter locking to a carrier Wavelength and to 
a sideband via RF tone locking Was demonstrated in the lab 
With optical ?lters having a sub-GHz bandWidth. Thermo 
optic phase shifters Were used to dither the ?lter response 
and provide the locking signal. Advantageously, the locking 
signal Would not respond to a high frequency modulation on 
the tone. This modulation Would, hoWever, be subsequently 
picked up by a detector With the appropriate bandWidth. 

Also, a simulation of an APF phase modulator is shoWn 
in FIG. 6. The pole value is 0.95 and the relative period of 
the bit to the APF unit delay is only 4. While loW pass 
?ltering of the output phase is evident, it demonstrates phase 
shift keying. In addition, a full n phase change is not 
necessary to get good differentiation betWeen tWo phases. 
Simulations are also shoWn for input phase changes of 31/5 
and 313/10. 

It can noW be seen that this invention includes an optical 
data netWork using subcarrier modulation. It comprises a 
light source con?gured to generate both a center channel 
Wavelength and a set of subcarriers about the center channel 
Wavelength. A subcarrier modulator can be optically coupled 
to the light source. The subcarrier modulator can be con 
?gured to modulate one or more data streams onto at least 
one of the subcarrier sub-bands, and an optical transmission 
path can be optically coupled to the subcarrier modulator. 
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The optical transmission path can be con?gured to transmit 
the subcarrier modulated light signal, and a subcarrier 
demodulator can be optically coupled to the optical trans 
mission path, the subcarrier demodulator con?gured to 
demodulate the modulated sub-bands. The optical transmis 
sion path can be an optical ?ber or free space. The subcar 
riers can be equally spaced tones. 

The modulator can comprise an optical feedback inter 
ference ?lter, and can further comprise an optical all pass 
?lter. The demodulator can comprise an optical feedback 
interference ?lter, or an optical all pass ?lter. 

The center channel Wavelength can be a Wavelength 
division multiplexed channel. And, one or more of the 
subcarrier modulators can comprise a phase modulator. 

Subcarrier modulators can further comprise a polarization 
multiplexer, the polarization multiplexer con?gured to 
assign each incoming data stream into a unique polarization 
on the optical subcarrier. Corresponding subcarrier demodu 
lators further comprise a polarization demultiplexer, the 
polarization demultiplexer con?gured to separate each data 
stream by its polarization from the optical subcarrier While 
demodulating the optical subcarrier. 

Subcarrier modulation can be amplitude modulation, 
phase modulation, or both amplitude and phase modulation. 
A typical optical data netWork, such as a WDM or 

DWDM netWork, can have a plurality of optical channel 
transmitters to transmit a plurality of center channel Wave 
lengths. A Wavelength multiplexer can be con?gured for 
combining and transmitting a composite light signal com 
prising the center channel Wavelengths. An optical trans 
mission path optically coupled to the output of the Wave 
length multiplexer, the optical transmission path can then be 
con?gured for transmitting the composite light signal. 
A Wavelength demultiplexer optically coupled to the 

optical transmission path doWnstream of the Wavelength 
multiplexer can be con?gured for receiving the composite 
light signal and separating the center channel Wavelengths 
and directing each center channel Wavelength to a channel 
output; and a plurality of optical channel receivers, the 
optical channel receivers optically can be coupled to the 
channel outputs. 

In such as a netWork as just described, at least one of the 
optical channel transmitters can comprise a subcarrier 
modulated optical channel transmitter. The transmitter can 
have a light source con?gured to generate both a center 
channel Wavelength and a set of subcarriers about the center 
channel Wavelength, and a subcarrier modulator optically 
coupled to the light source, the subcarrier modulator con 
?gured to modulate one or more data streams onto at least 
one of the subcarrier sub-bands. And, at least one of the 
optical channel receivers can comprise a subcarrier modu 
lated optical channel receiver comprising a subcarrier 
demodulator con?gured to demodulate the sub-bands. 

The optical transmission path for the netWork can com 
prise optical ?ber or the optical signal can be transmitted in 
free space. 

The subcarriers can be equally spaced tones. The modu 
lator can comprise an optical feedback interference ?lter, or 
an optical all pass ?lter. The demodulator can comprise an 
optical feedback interference ?lter or an optical all pass 
?lter. 

The center channel Wavelength can be the Wavelength of 
a Wavelength division multiplexed channel. The subcarrier 
modulator can comprise a phase modulator. It can further 
comprise a polarization multiplexer, the polarization multi 
plexer con?gured to assign each incoming data stream into 
a unique polarization on the optical subcarrier. And the 
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6 
subcarrier demodulator further comprises a polarization 
demultiplexer, the polarization demultiplexer con?gured to 
separate each data stream by its polarization from the optical 
subcarrier While demodulating the optical subcarrier. The 
subcarrier modulator can modulate both phase and ampli 
tude. 
An optical data transmitter can advantageously use sub 

carrier modulation comprising a light source con?gured to 
generate both a center channel Wavelength and a set of 
subcarriers about the center channel Wavelength. The sub 
carrier modulator can be optically coupled to the light 
source, and the subcarrier modulator con?gured for modu 
lating one or more data streams onto at least one of the 
subcarrier sub-bands. And, the ?lter can be an optical 
feedback interference ?lter or an optical all pass ?lter. The 
subcarrier modulator can comprise a phase modulator. And 
the optical data transmitter With subcarrier modulator can 
further comprise a polarization multiplexer con?gured to 
assign each incoming data stream into a unique polarization 
on the optical subcarrier. The subcarrier modulator can 
modulate amplitude or both amplitude and phase. 
An optical data receiver using subcarrier modulation can 

comprise a subcarrier demodulator having modulators. The 
subcarrier demodulator can be optically coupled to the 
Wavelength demultiplexer, and the subcarrier demodulator 
can be con?gured for demodulating the sub-bands and 
outputting data. The modulators can be amplitude and phase 
modulators. The demodulator can comprises an optical all 
pass ?lter or an optical feedback interference ?lter. And, the 
subcarrier demodulator can comprise a polarization demul 
tiplexer con?gured to separate each data stream by its 
polarization from the optical subcarrier While demodulating 
the optical subcarrier. 

This is a method of optically transmitting and receiving 
information comprising the steps of generating a central 
Wavelength optical carrier composed of a plurality of sub 
carriers spaced about the central Wavelength; modulating 
one or more of the subcarriers With modulation signals; 
transmitting the central Wavelength optical carrier over an 
optical transmission path; receiving the central Wavelength 
optical carrier; and demodulating the subcarriers to recover 
the subcarrier modulation signals. 
The optical transmission path can comprise an optical 

?ber transmission path or free space. The set of subcarriers 
can comprise a set of optical tones. Modulation of the 
subcarriers can comprise modulating the signal onto at least 
one subcarrier using an optical all pass ?lter. Demodulating 
the subcarriers can comprise demodulating the signal from 
at least one subcarrier using an optical all pass ?lter. The 
central Wavelength can comprise generating a plurality of 
central Wavelength optical carriers; and combining the plu 
rality of central Wavelength optical carriers to form a com 
posite light Wave, Wherein the central Wavelength consti 
tutes a channel of a Wavelength division multiplexed system. 

We claim: 
1. An optical data netWork that uses subcarrier modulation 

comprising: 
a light source con?gured to generate light at both a center 

channel Wavelength and a set of subcarriers about the 
center channel Wavelength; 

a subcarrier modulator optically coupled to the light 
source, the subcarrier modulator having multiple 
modulators cascaded in a single planar Waveguide to 
modulate data streams onto more than one of the 
subcarriers to produce a subcarrier modulated light 
signal; 
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an optical transmission path optically coupled to the 
subcarrier modulator, the optical transmission path 
con?gured to transmit the subcarrier modulated light 
signal; and 

a subcarrier demodulator optically coupled to the optical 
transmission path, the subcarrier demodulator con?g 
ured to demodulate the subcarrier modulated light 
signal. 

2. An optical data netWork according to claim 1 Wherein 
the optical transmission path comprises optical ?ber. 

3. An optical data netWork according to claim 1 Wherein 
the optical transmission path comprises free space. 

4. An optical data netWork according to claim 1 Wherein 
the subcarriers comprise equally spaced tones. 

5. An optical data netWork according to claim 1 Wherein 
the modulator comprises an optical feedback interference 
?lter. 

6. An optical data netWork according to claim 1 Wherein 
the modulator comprises an optical all pass ?lter. 

7. An optical data netWork according to claim 1 Wherein 
the demodulator comprises an optical feedback interference 
?lter. 

8. An optical data netWork according to claim 1 Wherein 
the demodulator comprises an optical all pass ?lter. 

9. An optical data netWork according to claim 1 Wherein 
the multiple modulators cascaded in a single planar 
Waveguide comprise phase modulators. 

10. An optical data netWork according to claim 1 Wherein 
the subcarrier modulator further comprises a polarization 
multiplexer con?gured to assign each incoming data stream 
into a unique polarization on the optical subcarrier. 

11. An optical data network according to claim 1 Wherein 
the subcarrier demodulator comprises a polarization demul 
tiplexer con?gured to separate each data stream by its 
polarization from the optical subcarrier While demodulating 
the optical subcarrier. 

12. An optical data netWork according to claim 1 Wherein 
the subcarrier modulator modulates amplitude. 

13. An optical data netWork according to claim 1 Wherein 
the subcarrier modulator modulates both amplitude and 
phase. 

14. An optical data netWork having: 
one or more optical channel transmitters to transmit light 

at a plurality of center channel Wavelengths; 
a Wavelength multiplexer con?gured for combining light 

at the center channel Wavelengths into a composite 
signal and transmitting the composite signal; 

an optical transmission path optically coupled to the 
output of the Wavelength multiplexer, the optical trans 
mission path con?gured for transmitting the composite 
light signal; 

a Wavelength demultiplexer optically coupled to the opti 
cal transmission path doWnstream of the Wavelength 
multiplexer, the Wavelength demultiplexer con?gured 
for receiving the composite signal, separating light at 
the center channel Wavelengths, and directing each 
center channel Wavelength to a channel output; and 

a plurality of optical channel receivers optically coupled 
to the channel outputs; the optical data netWork CHAR 
ACTERIZED IN THAT: 
at least one of the optical channel transmitters com 

prises a subcarrier modulated optical channel trans 
mitter comprising a light source con?gured to gen 
erate light at both a center channel Wavelength and at 
a set of subcarriers about the center channel Wave 
length, and a subcarrier modulator optically coupled 
to the light source, the subcarrier modulator having 
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8 
multiple modulators cascaded in a single planar 
Waveguide to modulate data streams onto more than 
one of the subcarriers; and 

at least one of the optical channel receivers comprises 
a subcarrier modulated optical channel receiver com 
prising a subcarrier demodulator con?gured to 
demodulate the subcarriers. 

15. An optical data netWork according to claim 14 
Wherein the optical transmission path comprises optical 
?ber. 

16. An optical data netWork according to claim 14 
Wherein the optical transmission path comprises free space. 

17. An optical data netWork according to claim 14 
Wherein the subcarriers comprise equally spaced tones. 

18. An optical data netWork according to claim 14 
Wherein the modulator comprises an optical feedback inter 
ference ?lter. 

19. An optical data netWork according to claim 14 
Wherein the multiple modulators cascaded in a single planar 
Waveguide comprise optical all pass ?lters. 

20. An optical data netWork according to claim 14 
Wherein the demodulator comprises an optical feedback 
interference ?lter. 

21. An optical data netWork according to claim 14 
Wherein the demodulator comprises, an optical all pass ?lter. 

22. An optical data netWork according to claim 14 
Wherein the center channel Wavelength comprises a Wave 
length division multiplexed channel. 

23. An optical data netWork according to claim 14 
Wherein the multiple modulators cascaded in a single planar 
Waveguide comprise a phase modulators. 

24. An optical data netWork according to claim 14 
Wherein the subcarrier modulator further comprises a polar 
ization multiplexer con?gured to assign each incoming data 
stream a unique polarization on the optical subcarrier. 

25. An optical data netWork according to claim 14 
Wherein the subcarrier demodulator further comprises a 
polarization demultiplexer con?gured to separate each data 
stream by its polarization from the optical subcarrier While 
demodulating the optical subcarrier. 

26. An optical data netWork according to claim 14 
Wherein the subcarrier modulator modulates amplitude. 

27. An optical data netWork according to claim 14 
Wherein the subcarrier modulator modulates both amplitude 
and phase. 

28. An optical data transmitter using subcarrier modula 
tion comprising: 

a light source con?gured to generate both a center channel 
Wavelength and a set of subcarriers about the center 
channel Wavelength; and 

a subcarrier modulator optically coupled to the light 
source, the subcarrier modulator having multiple 
modulators cascaded in a single planar Waveguide to 
modulate data streams onto more than one of the 
subcarriers. 

29. An optical data transmitter according to claim 28 
Wherein the multiple modulators cascaded in a single planar 
Waveguide comprise optical feedback interference ?lters. 

30. An optical data transmitter according to claim 28 
Wherein the multiple modulators cascaded in a single planar 
Waveguide comprise optical all pass ?lters. 

31. An optical data transmitter according to claim 28 
Wherein the multiple modulators cascaded in a single planar 
Waveguide comprise phase modulators. 
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32. An optical data transmitter according to claim 28 
wherein the subcarrier modulator further comprises a polar 
iZation multiplexer con?gured to assign each incoming data 
stream a unique polarization. 

33. An optical data transmitter according to claim 28 
Wherein the subcarrier modulator modulates amplitude. 

34. A method of optically transmitting and receiving 
information comprising the steps of: 

generating a central Wavelength optical carrier composed 
of a plurality of subcarriers spaced about the central 
Wavelength; 

modulating multiple subcarriers With modulation signals 
utiliZing multiple modulators cascaded in a single pla 
nar Waveguide; 

transmitting the central Wavelength optical carrier over an 
optical transmission path; 

receiving the central Wavelength optical carrier; and 
demodulating the subcarriers to recover the subcarrier 

modulation signals. 
35. The method of optically transmitting and receiving 

information of claim Wherein the optical transmission path 
comprises an optical ?ber transmission path. 
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36. The method of optically transmitting and receiving 

information of claim 34 Wherein the optical transmission 
path comprises free space. 

37. The method of claim 34 Wherein the set of subcarriers 
comprises a set of optical tones. 

38. The method of claim 34 Wherein modulating the 
multiple subcarriers With modulation signals further com 
prises using optical all pass ?lters. 

39. The method of claim 34 Wherein demodulating the 
subcarriers comprises demodulating the signal from at least 
one subcarrier using an optical all pass ?lter. 

40. The method of claim 34 Wherein: 

generating the central Wavelength comprises generating a 
plurality of central Wavelength optical carriers; and 

combining the plurality of central Wavelength optical 
carriers to form a composite light Wave, Wherein the 
central Wavelength constitutes a channel of a Wave 
length division multiplexed system. 


