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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HUGH OoNnRnN, a citi 

zen of the Dominion of Canada, residing at 
the city of Vancouver, in the Province of 
British Columbia, Canada, have invented a 
new and useful Improvement in Body-Indi 
cating Buoys, of which the following is a 
speci?cation. 
My invention relates to an indicating and 

life-saving buoy which being worn or carried 
by a person exposed to a risk of drowning 
and attached by a stout light line to the cloth 
ing or person of the wearer is designed to 
?oat on the surface of the water when the 
body is submerged, and thus afford a means 
of effecting a rescue, or if aid arrives too late 
for that purpose enables "the body to be lo— 
cated and recovered without recourse to the 
comparatively slow and tedious process of 
diving or dragging. 
My device is fully described in the follow 

ing speci?cation and illustrated in the draw 
ings which accompany it, Figure 1 of which 
is a general View of the buoy, showing the 
line attachment to a belt. Fig. 2 is a sec 
tion through the buoy and cap, and Fig. 3 
illustrates the application of the device to a 
yachting or boating cap. 
The buoy itself consists of an in?ated in 

dia-rubber ball 2 of suitable size, to which a 
light strong line 3 of any desired length is 
secured, the other end of such line being con 
nected to an eye in the back of an ordinary 
belt 4:, designed to be buckled around the waist 
of the wearer. 
In its application for bathers or skaters the 

in?ated ball 2 is inclosed in a network of 
twine, by means of which it is secured in an 
opening in the crown of a cap 5, of any suit 
able fabric, the outer or exposed side of the 
ball being covered with red cloth to make it 
a conspicuous object when in the water. 
The cap 5 may be furnished around the rim 

with an elastic band 6, designed to hold it on 
the head of the wearer, but not so tightly as 
to prevent it coming readily off when the 
head is submerged. 
The application may be made to a yacht 

ing-cap 7, as illustrated in Fig. 3, by simply 
securing the ball to the body of the cap, or 
the ball may be dispensed with by forming 
the upper part of the cap in double thickness 

out of the way. 

of air-tight material, between which an air 
space is preserved. 
My device is worn in the following manner 

by a ‘person exposed to any risk of drowning, 
whether boating, bathing, or skating: The 
belt 4, to which the buoy'line is attached, is 
buckled around the waist, and the line 3 be 
ing coiled in the inside the cap is worn on 
the head with the line connection to the 
waist-belt falling down the back, so as to be 

It‘ through any mischance 
the wearer is in danger of drowning and 
sinks, the cap at once comes off and ?oats on 
the surface of the water, thus enabling a resl 
cuer to aidmore quickly than he could other 
wise do, as the position of the drowning person 
is indicated at once by the buoy, and the line 
is strong enough to allow the wearer to be 
pulled in by .it. Similarly, assuming the 
drowning person to have sunk for the last 
time before the rescuer reaches the spot where 
last seen, the position is at once located, and 
the body being rapidly recovered there is a 
much more favorable prospect of resuscita 
tion. ‘ 

In the case of skaters who fall through the 
ice the buoy will not be drawn under unless 
the current beneath is very strong, but will 
remain ?oating in the hole and aiford a ready 
means for rendering prompt assistance. If, 
however, aid is not forthcoming and the per 
son drowns, the location of the body is indi 
cated, and it may be at once recovered instead 
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of having to drag for it or wait until decompo- - 
sition causes it to ?oat-alternatives which 
frequently subject relatives of the deceased 
to'such long-sustained and trying anxiety. 
Having now particularly described my in 

vention, I declare that what I claim as new, 
and desire to be protected in by Letters Pat 
ent, is~ 

9O 

1. In a body-indicating device, the combi- ‘ 
nation with a cap of ‘an in?ated buoyant 
chamberin the same, a body-belt, and a light 
strong line connecting them. , 

2. In a device of the class described, the 
combination with a head-covering or cap of 
an in?ated buoyant ball secured thereto, a 
light line adapted to be coiled within the cap, 
one end of which is secured to the cap, and 
means for securing the other end of the line 
to the body of the wearer. 
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3. In a body-indicating device, the combi- name to this speci?cation in the presence of 
nation of an inflated buoyant ball secured by two subscribing witnesses. 
a, light line to the back of a Waist-belt, a head 
covering or cap secured to the-ball, having in ‘ ' HUGH OONDREN' 

5 the rim a band of ?exible material adapted Iu presence of 
to hold it on the head of the wearer. ' ‘ROWLAND BRITTAIN, 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 1 ELLIGE W EBBER. 


