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AEROSOL MEASUREMENT BY DILUTION 
AND PARTICLE COUNTING 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a method and apparatus for 
diluting an aerosol stream having a high particulate concen 
tration so that subsequent particle measurement is more 
accurate. It also relates to the use of a diluter in combination 
With a Condensation Particle Counter (CPC) to measure 
aerosols at high concentrations. 

Aerosols consisting of small particles suspended in air are 
Widely encountered in nature and in the human environment. 
Techniques for aerosol measurement are important for 
studying the behavior of aerosols and their effect on the 
environment in Which they occur. An important technique 
for aerosol measurement is the Optical Particle Counter 
(OPC). The instrument is also referred to as a Laser Particle 
Counter (LPC) if a laser light source is used for particle 
illumination. Another technique is the Condensation Particle 
Counter (CPC). Both techniques involve optical detection 
based on light-scattering, With the OPC detecting the par 
ticle by direct light scattering from the particle While the 
CPC detecting the particle by ?rst condensing a vapor on the 
particle to form a droplet, Which is then detected optically by 
light scattering or other techniques. 

The loWer detection of the OPC is generally on the order 
of 0.1 pm in particle diameter. Smaller particles can be 
detected by the OPC by using a stronger laser light source, 
a more sensitive photo-detector, or both, but the apparatus 
becomes increasingly more dif?cult to design and costly to 
manufacturer, making an alternative method of measure 
ment preferred. An alternative device is the CPC that is 
capable of detecting particles as small as 0.002 pm in 
diameter. Very small particles can be detected by the CPC 
because a vapor is ?rst condensed on the particles to form 
droplets of a larger siZe. The droplets are then detected 
optically by light scattering or other techniques. 

Both the OPC and CPC are useful instruments for aerosol 
measurement With the CPC particularly useful for measuring 
small particles beloW the loWer detection limit of the OPC, 
Which is generally about 0.1 pm. Because of the potential 
health effect of small particles emitted by Diesel and spark 
ignition engines and other combustion sources, CPC is 
becoming increasingly important as a measuring instrument 
for engine exhaust particulate and similar measurements. 

Historically the Condensation Particle Counter (CPC) is 
referred to as a Condensation Nucleus Counter (CNC) 
because the particles being detected form the nucleus of 
condensation in droplet formation. Both CPC and CNC are 
noW used in the scienti?c and technical literature to refer to 
a measuring instrument based on vapor condensation, drop 
let groWth and optical detection. 

Both the CPC and the OPC have certain inherent limits on 
particle concentration. The count rate limit of a particle 
counter is exceeded When particles are passing through the 
light beam at too rapid a rate for the particles to be counted 
reliably by the detecting and counting circuitry. The coin 
cidence counting limit is exceeded When more than one 
particle is present in the optical vieW volume of the detector 
causing light scattering from tWo or more particles to appear 
as one, leading to losses in particle counts. For high accuracy 
measurement both of these limits must not be exceeded. 

For aerosol measurement by the CPC above the coinci 
dence counting limit a photometric mode is often used. In 
the photometric mode, light scattering from the droplet 
cloud illuminated by the light beam is measured by the 
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2 
optical detector and used as a measure of droplet concen 
tration. One commercial instrument using the photometric 
mode is the Model 3022A CPC from TSI, Inc. In this 
instrument, aerosols up to ~104 particles per cc are measured 
by single particle counting, While the photometric mode is 
used for high concentrations up to a maximum limit of ~107 
particles per cc in concentration. 

Since light scattering from a droplet cloud depends both 
on droplet siZe and droplet concentration, the photometric 
mode is less accurate than the single particle counting mode. 
In the photometric mode, a small variation in droplet siZe 
due to variation in vapor saturation and condensation con 
ditions can cause the droplet siZe to change, giving rise to 
different instrument readings even if the aerosol concentra 
tion remains the same. A recent study shoWs that When 
several CPCs are placed in a side by side comparison, 
differences as much as 60% or more in the measured aerosol 

concentration can occur. (“Performance Evaluation of a 
Recently Developed Water-Based Condensation Particle 
Counter,” S. BisWas, P. M. Fine, M. D. Geller, S. V. Hering 
and C. Sioutas, Aerosol Science and Technology, Vol. 39, pp. 
419-427, 2005.) The photometric mode is believed to have 
contributed signi?cantly to the observed discrepancy in the 
measured concentration. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a high accuracy diluter 
of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram depicting a single 3-stage 
turbulent-jet mixer-diluter With a recirculating clean air 
system drawing sample from the inlet and delivering a 
diluted sample at the exit to a condensation particle counter 
located doWnstream for counting particles in the diluted 
sample stream. 

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram depicting a condensation 
particle counter based on vapor condensation, droplet 
groWth and optical detection for aerosol measurement. 

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram depicting a tWo-stage serial 
diluter With tWo single 3-stage turbulent jet diluters con 
nected in series, each provided With its oWn recirculating air 
?oW system, draWing sample from the inlet and delivering 
a diluted sample at the exit at the same ?oW rate to a CPC 
for particle counting at a loWer concentration. 

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram depicting a diluter With a 
solenoid valve to provide clean purge air ?oWing through the 
sampling inlet in the reverse direction during standby. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention includes an apparatus for measur 
ing an aerosol having a high concentration of particles the 
apparatus comprising a diluter for diluting the concentration 
of particles in a sample aerosol stream and a sensor for 
detecting the particles by vapor condensation, droplet 
groWth and optical detection. Such apparatus may be housed 
in a common housing along With the electronics for oper 
ating the apparatus and accessory components such as 
pumps, ?lters, temperature and How sensors, etc. that may 
be necessary. 

The present invention also includes an apparatus and 
method for diluting an aerosol stream for subsequent count 
ing of particles in the aerosol stream. The dilution apparatus 
alloWs an input aerosol stream having an initial particle 
concentration to be diluted by mixing With a clean air stream 
that is substantially free of particles. Mixing is accomplished 
by directing the aerosol stream and the clean air stream 
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through a restriction Which is sized such that turbulent ?oW 
is created downstream of the restriction causing the streams 
to mix to form a diluted stream of aerosol of a loWer particle 
concentration. 

The method includes providing a diluter for diluting a 
concentration of particles in the aerosol stream and detecting 
the particles by vapor condensation, droplet groWth and 
optical detection. One embodiment of the method also draWs 
a portion of the diluted aerosol stream, ?lters the portion so 
draWn to form a dilution stream of clean air substantially 
free of particles, and combines this dilution stream With the 
aerosol stream to thereby dilute the aerosol stream. In 
another aspect of the method, the aerosol and the dilution 
stream are draWn through a restriction, the restriction being 
siZed such that turbulent ?oW is created doWnstream to mix 
the dilution stream and the aerosol stream. 

In another aspect of this invention a plurality of such 
restrictions are positioned in series With each restriction 
siZed to create turbulent ?oW to produce further mixing. The 
present invention also includes formation of the dilution 
stream by draWing a portion of the aerosol stream doWn 
stream of the restriction and ?ltering the draWn portion to 
produce the dilution stream substantially free of particles. 
A ?rst pump may be used to draW the portion of the 

aerosol stream to produce the dilution stream free of par 
ticles. A second pump may also be used to draW the aerosol 
stream through the restriction or the series of restrictions. 

In another aspect of the invention, a plurality of dilutors 
is connected in series such that the aerosol stream ?oWs 
through each dilutor With each diluter draWing a portion of 
the diluted aerosol stream, ?ltering said portion and provid 
ing a dilution stream substantially free of particles to pro 
gressively dilute the aerosol stream. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

Like reference characters Will be used to indicate like 
elements throughout the draWings. 
As used herein, the terms beloW have the following 

meanings: 
Aerosol is a gaseous medium containing suspended par 

ticles. The gaseous medium can be a pure gas, a gas mixture, 
such as air, With or Without a vapor, such as a Water vapor. 
For convenience all gaseous media are referred to as air. 
Clean air means air that is substantially free of particulate 
contaminants. The term, air, is often used to mean air With 
or Without suspended particles When the particulate content 
of air is unimportant. Aerosol concentration is the concen 
tration of particles in the aerosol, usually expressed in 
number of particle per cubic centimeter of air. 
Pump is a device for moving air through a ?oW path to 

overcome the ?oW resistance of the path. The pump can be 
a rotary vane pump, a piston pump, or any other positive 
displacement pump. It can also be a bloWer With a rotating 
impeller for ?uid movement, or any other ?uid moving 
devices such as a vibrating diaphragm pump. For conve 
nience all air movers are referred to as pumps. The pump is 
usually equipped With an electrical motor for pump rotation 
and the speed of the pump can also be adjusted, if desired to 
vary the ?oW rate. 

Particle counter means a device for detecting and count 
ing airborne particles. Particle counter includes an Optical 
Particle Counter (OPC) that detects particles optically by 
light-scattering or other optical techniques; a Laser Particle 
Counter (LPC), i.e. an OPC With a laser light source for 
particle illumination; and a Condensation Particle Counter 
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4 
(CPC), Which is also knoWn as the Condensation Nucleus 
Counter (CNC), a particle detecting device making use of 
vapor condensation, droplet groWth, and optical detection. 

Restriction is a restricted ?oW passageWay for air to ?oW 
through at an increased velocity to create ?uid turbulence for 
mixing or creating a pressure drop for ?oW measurement. 
The restriction can be an ori?ce, for example a hole in a 
plate; a noZZle, for example an ori?ce With a tapered 
entrance, or an entrance With varying cross-section and 
curved Walls; a tube of a constant cross-section; or a 
capillary, a small diameter tube of a sufficient length to 
produce a pressure drop, generally for ?oW measurement 
purposes. For convenience, both the ori?ce and the noZZle 
are referred to as an ori?ce in this invention. The ori?ce can 

have a circular or non-circular cross-section, including such 
cross-sectional shapes as a straight or curved slit, an annu 
lus, among others. 

Housing means a structural frameWork, With or Without 
an enclosure, on Which components of an apparatus are 
mounted. Some of the components may be removed for 
mounting in a separate location for convenience and some 
may be mounted permanently elseWhere, again for conve 
nience. 

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a high accuracy diluter 
100 of this invention. The diluter 100 is a multi-stage 
turbulent jet diluter With a mixing-diluting ?rst stage fol 
loWed by one or more mixing stages doWnstream as Will be 
described subsequently. 
The high accuracy diluter 100 is suitable for reducing the 

particle concentration of an aerosol from a high level that 
exceeds the count rate limit or the coincidence counting 
limit of the particle counter discussed earlier to a su?iciently 
loW level so that accurate particle counting can be made With 
the particle counter on the diluted aerosol stream. 

The multi-stage turbulent jet mixer-diluter 100 includes 
an outer tube 110 of a generally cylindrical shape. The tube 
110 has an inlet 112 to alloW sample of an aerosol stream 111 
to enter, an outlet 114 for a diluted aerosol sample 115 to 
exit, an inlet 116 for clean air 117 to enter for dilution and 
an outlet 118 for the excess diluted aerosol 119 to exit. 

Inside the tube 110 is another cylindrical tube 120 having 
a ?rst mixing diluting stage 121 With an ori?ce 122 as an 
inlet. TWo optional mixing stages 123 and 125, each having 
ori?ces, 124 and 126 positioned doWnstream of stage 121. 
The mixing stages 123 and 125 also include chambers 134 
and 136, respectively into Which aerosol ?oWs from the 
ori?ces 124 and 126. As the clean dilution air 117 enters the 
outer tube 110, it ?oWs in the annular space betWeen the tube 
110 and tube 120. Upon reaching the end of the annual ?oW 
passageWay, the clean dilution air 117 turns radially inWard 
toWard the ori?ce 122, Where the clean dilution air meets the 
aerosol stream 111 entering the diluter through inlet 112 and 
joins the aerosol stream 111 to ?oW through the ori?ce 122. 
The siZe of ori?ce 122 is selected so that the air?oW 123 out 
of the ori?ce forms a high velocity, turbulent jet. As this jet 
of air 123 enters the doWnstream chamber 132, its kinetic 
energy is dissipated by ?uid turbulence causing the aerosol 
111 and clean air 117 to mix. Mixing Will cease When the 
kinetic energy of the ?oW is spent and dissipated by ?uid 
turbulence. 

Turbulent mixing of aerosol With clean air is usually 
incomplete in the ?rst mixing-diluting stage 121 of the 
diluter. To enhance further mixing, the second mixing stage 
123 and the third mixing stage 125 are provided. More 
mixing stages can be provided if necessary. For clarity and 
brevity, only tWo mixing stages are shoWn in addition to the 
?rst mixing-diluting ?rst stage. The con?guration shoWn in 



US 7,363,828 B2 
5 

FIG. 1 is usually adequate to insure uniform mixing for most 
applications. Following mixing, the mixed and diluted aero 
sol then exits the diluter 100 through outlet 114 as a diluted 
aerosol sample, While excess aerosol, ie the remaining 
portion of aerosol, exits the diluter through outlet 118. 

FIG. 2 shoWs a condensation particle counting system 
including a Condensation Particle Counter (CPC) 210, a 
diluter 100, and a recirculating ?oW system shoWn generally 
at 200 are disposed in a common housing 201 along With all 
electronic circuitry such as a controller, computer, and other 
specialiZed control circuitry to create a self-contained, small 
portable device that is user friendly and easy to operate and 
control. 

FIG. 3 illustrates a CPC suitable for use in the present 
invention generally indicated at 50 similar to that described 
in Us. Pat. No. 6,829,044 Which is hereby incorporated by 
reference in its entirety. Combining the CPC With the diluter 
of the present invention, the CPC can be used for accurate 
single particle counting to measure aerosol concentration at 
high levels. Without a diluter, the CPC is usually limited to 
a concentration limit of approximately 0.5><l05 particles per 
cc. Using a single diluter to reduce the aerosol concentration 
by a factor of 200, for instance, the CPC can be used for 
accurate concentration measurement up to about 107 par 
ticles per cc. With tWo diluters connected in series, as 
described subsequently, accurate particle concentration up to 
109 particles per cc can be measured. 

The CPC 50 includes a reservoir 60 containing a Working 
?uid 62, such as butyl alcohol in liquid form. Aporous metal 
tube 64 has its loWer end in contact With Working ?uid 62 in 
the reservoir 60. By force of capillary surface tension, the 
?uid 62 enters interstitial pore space of porous metal tube 64 
automatically, ?lling it With the Working ?uid 62. Part of the 
tube 64 is in thermal contact With a metal block 66, Which 
is heated to a suitable temperature by an electric heater (not 

shoWn). 
Aerosol 67 containing suspended particles to be counted 

enters the CPC 50 through an inlet 68 into a tubular 
passageWay 72. As the aerosol ?oWs through the tubular 
passageWay 72, the aerosol becomes heated to nearly the 
same temperature as the metal block 66. The porous metal 
tube 64 is blocked by a solid blockage 70 just beloW the 
tubular ?oW passageWay 72. The aerosol 67 enters the 
porous metal tube 64 through the tubular ?oW passageWay 
72 and begins to receive vapor from the Working ?uid that 
is being evaporated from the surface of the porous metal 
tube 64. As the aerosol ?oWs out of the porous metal tube 64 
through the passageWay 74, the aerosol is saturated With 
vapor of the Working ?uid 62. The porous metal tube 64 is, 
therefore, also referred to as a saturator tube. 

The aerosol 67 then ?oWs through a tubular condenser 82 
Which is essentially a passageWay in a metal block 80. The 
metal block 80 is kept at a loW temperature by a thermo 
electric cooler (not shoWn). As the aerosol ?oWs through the 
condenser 82, the aerosol cools by rejecting heat to the 
colder Walls of the condenser 82, causing the aerosol to 
become supersaturated With the Working ?uid vapor, leading 
to vapor condensation on particles to form droplets. As the 
aerosol continues its path in the condenser 82, the particles 
Will groW as the droplet siZe increases. The droplets then 
?oW out of the condenser 82 and into the optical sensor 90 
for detection and counting by light scattering or other optical 
techniques. Some of the Working ?uid vapor Will condense 
on the condenser Walls, as Well as Water vapor, if present at 
a su?iciently high concentration. The condensed liquid on 
the Walls of the condenser then ?oWs under the in?uence of 
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6 
gravity through the small hole 86 at the bottom of the 
condenser 82 into the condensate reservoir 84 and collected 
there as a condensate 88. 

An optical sensor 90 includes a light source 92, typically 
a solid-state laser, and appropriate lens and optics. Laser 
from the source 92 is focused to a small volume to increase 
the light’s intensity in a high intensity illuminated region 93. 
As the droplets 89 pass through this high intensity, illumi 
nated region, the optical vieW volume, they scatter light onto 
a detecting and sensing system 94. The output signal from 94 
is processed electronically to provide data for determining 
the number of droplets passing through the laser beam. 
Following detection, the aerosol is then exhausted as indi 
cated by arroW 96, usually by a pump (not shoWn) to the 
ambient. 

Instruments for measuring particles in an aerosol based on 
vapor condensation and droplet groWth folloWed by optical 
detection are referred to as condensation particle counters. 
Not all such prior art condensation particle counters (CPC) 
Will have all the features described above and illustrated in 
FIG. 3, but all operate on substantially the same or a similar 
principle of vapor condensation, droplet groWth and optical 
detection. Vapor condensation and droplet groWth can occur 
by a heated saturator Working in combination With a cold 
condenser. Vapor condensation and droplet groWth can also 
occur by mixing a hot saturated vapor stream With a cold 
aerosol stream as described in Us. Pat. No. 4,449,916, or by 
some other means. All such devices are referred to as CPCs, 
since the basic operating principles of the devices are 
substantially the same. 
The recirculating ?oW system 200 as illustrated in FIG. 2 

uses tWo pumps. One pump 232 provides clean air for 
dilution and another pump 220 maintains aerosol ?oW 
through the diluter 100 and the CPC 210. 
Pump 232 draWs a portion of ?oW at the required rate, Q2, 

from the diluted aerosol stream through the excess aerosol 
outlet 118 of the diluter, and passes the draWn portion 
through tWo high e?iciency air ?lters, 230 and 234, one 
before pump 232 and one after; a ?oW sensor 236 and an air 
cooler 238 before returning the ?oW as clean dilution air at 
the same rate Q2 to the diluter though inlet 116. The clean 
dilution air is introduced upstream from the point Where the 
air Was WithdraWn. Since ?oW is WithdraWn and returned at 
the same rate to the diluter 100, there is no loss or gain in 
?oW by the diluter 100 from the operation of the recircu 
lating ?oW system 200. The ?oW draWn by pump 220 thus 
enters the diluter 100 as the sample ?oW rate Q1 and exits 
the diluter 100 at the same ?oW rate, Q1. The diluted aerosol 
sample at ?oW rate Q1 then enters a ?oW sensor 141 
comprised of a ?oW restriction 140 and a differential pres 
sure gage 142 and into CPC 210 for particle counting by the 
CPC. 
The system 200 described above for WithdraWing a por 

tion of the diluted aerosol from the diluter and returning it 
as clean air for dilution after ?ltration provides a simple 
approach to ?oW management. The multiple streams of air 
?oWing in and out of the diluter 100 must be managed 
properly. The task of managing such ?oWs is generally quite 
complex. The diluter 100 alloWs a single ?oW sensor to be 
used for measuring the sample ?oW in and out of the diluter 
for particle counting by the CPC and a separate sensor for 
measuring the portion of aerosol draWn from the diluted 
aerosol stream and used as clean air for dilution. This 
approach signi?cantly simpli?es the ?oW measuring system, 
thereby reducing its cost and improving its accuracy. 

To adjust the sample ?oW rate, Q1, the speed of pump 220 
can be adjusted electrically. Alternatively the pump speed 
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can be kept constant, and a manual or automatic throttle 
valve (not shown) can be use to vary the ?ow resistance to 
adjust the sample ?ow rate. Likewise, the clean air ?ow rate, 
Q2, can be adjusted by adjusting the speed of pump 232 
electrically, or by keeping the pump speed constant and 
adjusting the ?ow rate by a manual or an automatic throttle 
valve, also not shown. For automatic ?ow control, the output 
of the two ?ow sensors in the circuit can be compared with 
the desired output according to set point values for the ?ow 
rates and adjusting the respective ?ow rates by adjusting the 
pump speed or by means of an automatic throttle valve until 
the desired set point values in ?ow rate have been achieved. 

The system 200 also includes cooler 238 as illustrated in 
FIG. 2. The cooler 238 dissipates heat generated in the 
recirculating ?ow system 200 due to energy input from the 
pump 232 in maintaining the ?ow. The cooler 238 can be in 
the form of an air-to-air heat exchanger. Alternatively, a 
source of cooling ?uid, such as water, can be providing for 
cooling. Other schemes for cooling the air are available and 
are well known to those skilled in the art of heat transfer and 
heating and cooling equipment design. 

The diluter 100 and the particle counter used in the system 
need to be controlled accurately for aerosol measurement. 
An electronic controller 250 is provided to receive input 
from the ?ow sensors and provide appropriate control signal 
to maintain the required air?ow rate through the system. A 
multitude of sensor input lines are shown at 252 to receive 
input from sensors used in the system and a multitude of 
output lines 254 are provided to deliver a control signal to 
the pumps to control their speed or automatic throttle valves, 
if used, to adjust the ?ow rates in the system, as well as other 
system components, such as heater, cooler, etc. that need to 
be controlled. The controller 250 can have both analog and 
digital control capabilities to allow the system to be con 
trolled precisely and accurately for accurate particle count 
ing by the CPC by software, ?rmware and hardware control 
schemes. In addition, the output signal from the CPC can be 
processes by appropriate signal processing circuitry in the 
controller 250 for data storage, analysis and display pur 
poses. 

FIG. 4 shows a system for particle measurement using 
two diluters 310 and 100 positioned in series such that the 
sample aerosol stream runs through both diluters, each 
diluter having its own recirculating ?ow system to supply 
clean air for dilution as previously described with respect to 
diluter 100 illustrated in FIG. 3. The system illustrated in 
FIG. 4 is essentially the system of FIG. 3 but with the 
additional diluter 310 to provide an additional stage of 
dilution. 

The sample ?ow rate in the system of FIG. 4 is also 
maintained by the pump 220, drawing sample aerosol ?ow 
at a rate of Q1 through inlet 312 of diluter 310, providing a 
diluted sample ?ow 313 at the sample exit 314 also at Q1. 
The diluted sample 313 then ?ows into the inlet of the diluter 
100, out of its sample outlet at 114, further diluted in 
concentration, then through the ?ow sensor 141 comprised 
of restriction 140 and the differential pressure gage 142, and 
into the CPC 210 for particle counting by the CPC. The ?ow 
219 is then exhausted by pump 220. The sample ?ow rate in 
and out of each of the two diluters 310 and 100 are all at the 
same ?ow rate Q1 as indicated in FIG. 4. 
The clean air for diluter 310 is drawn by pump 332 from 

diluter 310 through its excess aerosol outlet at 318, then 
through ?lters 330 and 334, ?ow sensor 336 and cooler 338 
before the air is returned as clean air for dilution through 
inlet 318 of diluter 310 which is upstream from where it was 
withdrawn. The dilution ?ow rate Q3 is adjustable by 
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8 
adjusting the speed of pump 332 or by keeping the pump 
speed constant and adjusting the ?ow with a manual or 
automatic ?ow throttling valve (not shown). 
The dilution factor, DF, i.e. the factor by which the aerosol 

concentration is diluted by a dilution system, is 

DF Q1 

for the single stage diluter system shown in FIG. 3, where 
(Q2+Q1) is the total ?ow through the diluter, Q1 is the 
sample ?ow and Q2 is the dilution ?ow, i.e. the recirculating 
air ?ow maintained by pump 232. For the two-stage serial 
diluter shown in FIG. 4, the dilution factor is 

For instance, if Q1:0.3 lpm, and Q2:29.70 lpm, the single 
diluter system of FIG. 3 will have a dilution factor of 

For the two stage diluter of FIG. 4, if additionally Q3:29.70 
lpm, the dilution factor is then 

Q1 Q1 ]: (100)(100) = 10,000 

This example shows that a very large dilution factor can be 
achieved by using a suitable number of dilution stages. Since 
all the ?ow rates are easily adjusted by electrical or elec 
tronic means over a wide range of values, the system is also 
amenable to rapid user-adjustable control to meet the indi 
vidual dilution needs of the user. 

FIG. 5 shows an inlet purge system that can be used with 
the diluter 310 to provide clean purge air through sample 
inlet 312. A solenoid valve 240 connected to system 300 is 
normally closed during sampling for particle measurement. 
When the system is on standby when no measurement is 
made, valve 240 can be opened to allow excess air from 
outside to be drawn by pump 332 into the system. The 
excess air, at a ?ow rate of Q4, is ?ltered by ?lter 334 and 
then appears as clean air in the diluter 310 at its inlet 312. 
If Q4 is larger than Q1, the difference, Q4—Q1, will appear 
as a reverse clean air ?owing out of the inlet 112 in the 
reverse direction as a purge ?ow. For measuring high 
concentration aerosols, such as the exhaust particulates from 
a Diesel engine, this clean purge air?ow can be used 
effectively during standby to keep the high concentration 
aerosol from entering the system, thereby preventing the 
system from being contaminated by particles. The purge 
?ow greatly reduces frequency of maintenance that would 
otherwise be required. Aerosol sampling and particle count 
ing can resume by simply closing valve 240. 

Although the present invention has been described with 
reference to preferred embodiments, workers skilled in the 
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art Will recognize that changes may be made in form and 
detail Without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
invention. 

The invention claimed is: 
1. An apparatus for detecting particles in an aerosol, the 

apparatus comprising: 
a diluter for diluting the concentration of particles in a 

sample aerosol stream by mixing the aerosol stream 
With a clean gas stream substantially free of particulate 
contaminants to form a diluted aerosol stream With a 
portion of the diluted aerosol stream used to form the 
clean gas stream; and 

a sensor for detecting particles in the diluted aerosol 
stream by vapor condensation, droplet groWth and 
optical detection. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 Wherein the diluter has a How 
path for draWing the portion of the diluted aerosol stream, 
removing particles from the portion to form the clean gas 
stream. 

3. The apparatus of claim 2 including a pump for draWing 
the portion from the diluted aerosol stream. 

4. The apparatus of claim 3 including at least one ?lter for 
removing particles from the portion of the dilution aerosol 
stream draWn by the pump. 

5. The apparatus of claim 2 including a cooling element 
for removing heat from the portion of the diluted aerosol 
stream draWn by the pump. 

6. The apparatus of claim 2 including at least one addi 
tional diluter connected in series With the diluter such that 
the sample aerosol stream Would ?oW through all diluters 
and each diluter having a discrete clean air path for pro 
gressively diluting the sample aerosol stream. 

7. The apparatus of claim 1 Wherein the diluter includes 
an inlet for the sample aerosol stream to enter, an inlet for 
the clean gas stream to enter and mix With the sample 
aerosol stream to form the diluted aerosol stream, an outlet 
for the diluted aerosol stream to exit, a mechanism for 
draWing a portion of the diluted aerosol stream from the exit, 
removing particles from the draWn portion, and returning the 
draWn portion as the clean gas stream to the diluter through 
the clean gas inlet. 

8. The apparatus of claim 7 and further including at least 
one diluter connected in series With the diluter for progres 
sively diluting the sample aerosol stream from one diluter to 
the next diluter doWnstream. 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

10 
9. The apparatus of claim 1 Wherein the diluter and sensor 

are disposed in a common housing. 

10. A method for detecting particles in an aerosol stream, 
the method comprising: 

providing a diluter for diluting a concentration of particles 
in an aerosol stream to produce a diluted aerosol stream 
by mixing the aerosol stream With a clean gas stream; 

draWing a portion of the diluted aerosol stream to form the 
clean gas stream; and 

detecting particles in the diluted aerosol stream by vapor 
condensation, droplet groWth and optical detection. 

11. The method of claim 10 and further comprising: 
?ltering the portion so draWn to form the clean gas stream. 

12. The method of claim 11 Wherein the portion of the 
diluted aerosol stream is draWn by a pump. 

13. The method of claim 12 and further comprises: 
cooling the clean air stream. 

14. The method of claim 13 and further comprising: 
providing tWo or more diluters ?uidly connected in series 

such that the aerosol stream ?oWs through all of the 
diluters to progressively dilute the aerosol streams. 

15. The method of claim 14 and further comprising: 
draWing a portion from the diluted aerosol stream in each 

diluter. 

16. The method of claim 15 and further comprising: 

turbulently mixing the aerosol stream through a restric 
tion. 

17. The method of claim 16 and further comprising: 

draWing a portion of the diluted aerosol stream doWn 
stream of the restriction, 

?ltering and introduced the portion as the clean gas stream 
for diluting the aerosol stream. 

18. The method of claim 17 and providing at least one of 
the diluters With more than one restriction, the restrictions 
being positioned doWnstream in series in a spaced apart 
relationship and being siZed to create turbulent How. 

19. The method of claim 18 and further comprising 
draWing the aerosol stream through the restriction With a 
Pump 


