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To aZZ- whom it may ‘concern: 
Be it known that I, FREDERIC S. CONVERSE, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Ly 
ons, in the county of Wayne and State of New 
York, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Goal or Wood Bags, of 
which the following is a speci?cation. 
This invention relates to packing and stor 

ing vessels, and more especially to those of 
flexible materials, such as bags, for containing 
coal or other heavy granular substance; and 
the object of the same is to construct a very 
strong bag, preferably ofrcanvas, properly 
reinforced and provided with the necessary 
handles. 
To this end the invention consists in the 

details of construction of both the bag and 
the handles therefor, all as hereinafter more 
fully described, and shown in the drawings, 
wherein— 
_ Figure I is a perspective view of this bag 
complete. Fig. II is a bottom plan view. Fig. 
III is a vertical section. Fig. IV is a plan 
view of the blank from which the bottom is 
made. Fig. V is a detail of one of ‘the main 
handles before its application to the bag. 
Referring to the drawings, 1 designates the 

body of this bag, which is a piece of stout can 
vas or the like out initially in rectangular 
shape and bent ?nally into cylindrical shape, 
as seen in Fig. 1, its ends being connected 
with each other by riveting or stitching, or 
both, as at 2. The upper edge of this body 
is turned overa rope or similar device and 
vsewed to the body on the outside, as at 3, 
thereby stiffening the edge, so that the mouth 
'of the bag will stand open for the reception 
of its contents. ‘ 
The bottom 5 of this bag is initially cut in 

the shape of a cross, as seen in Fig. IV. Then 
its four ends have their ?aps 50 turned in on 
the dotted lines, after which the ends are 
folded upward and riveted or stitched along 
their edges to each other, as seen at 6, and 
?nally the upper edge of the rectangular bot 
tom piece thus formed is stitched or riveted, 
as at 7, to the lower end of the cylindrical 
body-piece 1, thereby producing a bag which 
when ?lled has a body approximately round 
and a base approximately rectangular, espe 
cially at its bottom and about one-third of 
the entire height of the bag, one which will 

edges. 

as a?whole stand up alone. Reinforcing cor 
nor-pieces 10 of about the shape shown are 
stitched or riveted over the corners of the 
bottom piece, as seen in Fig. I, and these 
take up the wear and form feet on which the 
bag may stand. I preferably provide four 
handles. Two of these,which I call the “ auxil 
iary” handles and have numbered 12, ~are 
riveted or stitched into the seam 7 and form 
handles by which the bag is usually shifted 
or dumped. The other two, which I call the 
“ main” handles, diverge from their hand por 
tions 13 downward into long arms 14, which 
are stitched or riveted throughout their length 1 
to the sides of the body 1, and preferably into 
the seam 7, and also downward in short arms 
15, which pass into the mouth of the bag and 
stitched or riveted therein. The blank from 
which these handles are formed is best seen in 
Fig. V. It consists of double thicknesses 14 
and 14’ for the longer arms, between which is 
located the stiffener 16, as of wire, ‘and these 
thicknesses are stitched together along their 

It also consists of a shorter and wider 
piece 15, stitched along its edges for a short 
distance, as at 17, to that face of the longer 
arms which is to be downward in the ?nished 
handle. luv-making the latterethe parts are 
assembled as above described and as shown in 
FigpV, the whole given quarter-twists in op 
posite directions at the ends of what is to 
form the handpiece 13, (which is curved up 
,ward slightly, as shown,)'the handle placed 
in position,‘ and the longer and shorter arms 
stitched or riveted to the outer and inner 
sides of the bag, respectively. The, stiffener 
being thus held into place not only stiffens 
the handle proper, as above described, but 
also strengthens the arms thereo?and hence 
stiffens the bag, whereby the use of this 
stiffened handle with a?exible bag possesses 
peculiar advantages. The shape'of the arms 
of these handles assists in supporting the bag 
in upright position, and yet prevents tearing 
out in case the device is lifted when it isfull 
of heavy substance, as coal. 

It will be obvious that when not in use this 
vbag can be folded on a vertical sectional line 
between the handles, and in its folded con 
dition it can be packed in extremely small 
space. At all times it will occupy very little 
‘space, will retain little or no moisture and 
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will dry quickly, will wear longer than many 
bags now on market, and is cheap in con 
struction and durable in use. The shape of 
the ?nished bag is such that it will not only 
stand alone whether full or empty, but it can 
be stacked ' by reason of the fact that the 
bottom is smaller than the body. Said bot 
tom and its feet will probably wear ?rst and 
can readily be replaced at slight expense. 
The position and shape of the handles and the 
manner of their attachment greatly stiffen the 
bag and add to its life. If cloth of sufficient 
weight is used, one thickness thereof would an 
swer, save possibly in the case of the handles. 

It will be clear that either riveting or stitch 
ing could be used in most, if not all, the parts 
in this device, and hence where one is men 
tioned I desire to include the either. 
What is claimed as new is— 
1. A bag of ?exible material comprising a 

body and a bottom secured at its upper edge 
to the body, the bottom being of lesser dimen 
sions in contour than the body, the body tak 
ing a cylindrical shape and the bottom a 
square shape when the bag is ?lled, for‘ the 
purpose set forth. 

2. A bag comprising a body, a bottom out 
initiallyinto the shape of a cross with its four 
ends turned upward and stitched together 
along their meeting edges, the then upper 
edges of these ends being stitched to the lower 
edge of said body, and feet over the corners 
of the bottom, the body taking a cylindrical 
shape and the bottom a square shape when 
the bag is ?lled. ~ _ 

3. A bag comprising a substantially cylin 
drical body, a bottom out initially into the 
shape of a cross with its four ends turned up 
ward and stitched together along their meet 
ing edges, the then upper edges of these ends 
being stitched to the lower edge of said body, 
and feet comprising ?exible corner- pieces 
stitched over the corners of said bottom, for 
the purpose set forth. 

4. A bag comprising a body portion, and a 
bottom portion stitched to the lower end of 
the body portion; combined with auxiliary 
handles stitched into the seam between these 
two portions, and main handles with their 
arms also stitched into said seam and stitched 
to the body portion and their handpieces ris 
ing above the upper edge of the latter. 

5. A bag comprising a body portion, and a 
bottom portion stitched to the lower end of 
the body portion; combined with main han 
dles whose arms diverge downward from their 
handpieces and are stitched to the exterior of 
the body portion and at their lower extremi 
ties into the seam between the body and bot 
tom, and auxiliary handles stitched into said 
seam only. 

6. A bag comprising a body portion, and a 
bottom portion stitched to the body portion; 
combined with main handles having stiffened 
handpieces rising above the upper edge of the 
body portion, these handles having arms de 
pending from their handpieces and stitched 

735,542‘ 
upon the exterior of the body portion and 
into the seam between this portion and the 
bottom, said main handles also having other 
arms depending from said handpieces and 
sewed to the inner face of the body, and aux 
iliary handles stitched into said seam only; 

7. A bag comprising a body, and a bottom 
out initially into the shape of a cross with its 
four ‘ends turned upward and stitched to 
gether along their meeting edges, the then up 
per edges of these ends being stitched to the 
lower edge of said body. . 

8. As a new article of manufacture,- a han 
dle for ?exible bags and the like consisting of 
a fabric strip in two thicknesses having arms 
at its extremities adapted to be stitched to 
the body of the bag, a stiffening-piece insert 
ed between said thicknesses, and a third and 
wider thickness stitched beneath said other 
thicknesses opposite the sti?ening-pieces, as 
and for the purpose set forth. 

9. As a new article of manufacture, a han 
dle for ?exible bags and the like, the same 
consisting of a long fabric strip in two thick 
nesses connected along their edges and adapt 
ed to be stitched to the bag except at the cen 
ter of their length, a sti?ener between such 
thicknesses, and a short piece constitutinga 
third thickness stitched to the lower side of 
the combined longer strips at their center 
and adapted to be stitched at its ends to the 
bag‘ . 

10. As a new article of manufacture, a han 
dle for ?exible bags and the like, the same 
consisting of a long fabric strip in two thick 
nesses connected along their edges and adapt 
ed to be stitched to the bag, a stiifener be 
tween such thicknesses, and a short piece 
stitched for a portion of its length to the 
longer strips and having unstitched arms at 
its extremities adapted to be stitched to the 
bag, 

11. As a new article of manufacture, a han 
dle for ?exible bags and the like, the same 
consisting of a long fabric strip in two thick= 
nesses connected along their-edges and adapt 
ed to be stitched to the exterior of the bag, a 
stiifener between such .thicknesses,~and ashort 
piece stitched for a portion of its length to 
the longer strips and having unstitched arms 
at its extremities adapted to be stitched to 
the interior of the bag. 

12. As a new article of manufacture, a han 
dle for ?exible bags and the like, the same 
consisting of a long fabric strip in two thick 
nesses connected along their edges and adapt 
ed to be stitched .to the bag, a sti?ener be 
tween such thicknesses, and a short piece 
stitched for a portion of its length to the 
longer strips and having unstitched arms at 
its extremities adapted to be stitched to the 
bag, the combined elements being given quar 
ter-twists near the ends of said stitch-lines so 
as to produce handpieces between the twists, 
and said‘handpieces being curved upward. 

13. As a new article of manufacture, a han 
dle for ?exible bags and the like, the same 
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consisting of a long fabric strip'in two thick- said stitch~1ine so as to‘ produce handpieces (O 
nesses connected along their edges and adapt- between the twists. 
ed to be stitched to the exterior of the bag, a In testimony whereof I have af?xed my sig4 
stiffener between such thicknesses,andashort nature in presence of two witnesses. 

5 piece stitched for a portion of its length to - * - j 
the longer strips and having unstitched arms FREDERIO S‘ CONVERSE‘ 
at its extremities adapted to be stitched to Witnesses: _ ' 
the interior of the bag, the combined elements WILFRED DOUGLAS, 
being given quarter-twists near the ends of l MARY E. WHITMAN. 


