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RECHARGEABLE LED UTILITY LIGHT 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation-in-part of each of the 
US. patent application Ser. No. 10/914,805 ?led Aug. 10, 
2004 now US. Pat. No. 7,175,303, the US. patent applica 
tion Ser. No. 10/915,527 ?led Aug. 10, 2004 now US. Pat. 
No. 7,150,540 and the US. patent application Ser. No. 
29/234,468 ?led Jul. 19, 2005 now US. Pat. No. D,528,240. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to illumination 
devices and, in particular, to a utility light having a light 
source con?gured as an array of LEDs. 

Portable lights, Which can be manually moved and sus 
pended about a Work site to aid a user to obtain the best 
lighting conditions, are Well knoWn. It has been the practice 
to use incandescent light bulbs, suitably encased in light 
guards, for this purpose. Such lights are often referred to as 
trouble lamps, extension lights, Work lights, inspection 
lights, utility lights, and the like, and are commonly 
employed by mechanics and other Workers Who require a 
concentration of light While frequently changing locations. 
Such a trouble light is shoWn in the US. Pat. No. 4,774,647 
to Kovacik et al. Fluorescent lights have several advantages 
in use as compared With the incandescent bulbs. As an 
example, for the same Wattage ?uorescent lights usually 
provide more light With less glare. In the past, attempts have 
been made to convert portable lights such as extension lights 
to ?uorescent tubes. For example, see the US. Pat. No. 
5,921,658 to Kovacik et al. 

Light emitting diodes (LEDs) are Well knoWn for provid 
ing illumination to digital displays and the like. It has 
become more common for an array of LEDs to be utiliZed 
for providing illumination. LEDs are particularly advanta 
geous because of their loW poWer consumption per candle 
poWer produced When compared to incandescent light bulbs 
and, to a lesser degree, to ?uorescent light bulbs. 

It is desirable to provide a portable light having loWer 
poWer consumption that also provides su?icient illumination 
for a Work site. It is also desirable to be able to place and 
orient the portable light in as many locations and positions 
as possible. It is further desirable to provide a utility light 
that does not require the use of an external poWer supply 
cord. It is alWays desirable to provide utility lamps that are 
lightWeight and cost-effective to produce. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention concerns a portable rechargeable 
utility light including an elongated front housing portion 
having a lens opening formed therein, a rear housing portion 
having a hook recess and a sWitch aperture formed therein, 
the rear housing portion being attached to the front housing 
portion to form a holloW light housing, and a pair of handle 
cushions attached to the light housing. A rechargeable bat 
tery is mounted in the housing and is selectively connected 
to a plurality of LEDs mounted in the housing adjacent the 
lens opening by a sWitch mounted in the sWitch aperture. 
A hook member is attached to the housing for movement 

betWeen a stored position in the hook recess and a use 
position out of the hook recess. A re?ector member is 
mounted in the housing and has a plurality of apertures 
formed therein, each of the apertures receiving an associated 
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2 
one of the LEDs. A transparent lens member mounted in the 
lens opening permits light generated by said LEDs to exit the 
housing. A pair of electrical contacts is mounted on the 
housing and is connected to the battery. A charging base for 
releasably retaining the light housing provides electrical 
poWer through the electrical contacts to recharge the battery. 
A loW battery detector is connected to the battery, an 
indicator aperture is formed in the front housing portion and 
a loW battery indicator is mounted in the indicator aperture 
and is connected to the loW battery detector for visually 
indicating a loW battery condition of the battery. 
The sWitch can have a ?rst “on” position for connecting 

a ?rst group of the LEDs to the battery, the ?rst group being 
less than all of the LEDs, and at least a second “on” position 
for connecting a second group of the LEDs to the battery, the 
second group including at least all of the LEDs not included 
in the ?rst group. 
The LEDs are mounted on a circuit board in roWs and 

columns. The re?ector member has a re?ective surface 
facing the lens member. The lens member has a plurality of 
focusing portions formed thereon facing the LEDs for 
focusing light generated by the LEDs. In the alternative, the 
lens member can be ?at or have concave portions for 
generating a ?ood light effect. 
The LED utility light in accordance With the present 

invention advantageously provides a portable handheld util 
ity light that does not need to be connected constantly to an 
external poWer supply and may be placed and oriented in 
many locations and positions With the use of the hook 
member. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The above, as Well as other advantages of the present 
invention Will become readily apparent to those skilled in 
the art from the folloWing detailed description of a preferred 
embodiment When considered in the light of the accompa 
nying draWings in Which: 

FIG. 1 is a front elevation vieW of an LED utility light in 
accordance With the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective vieW of the LED utility 
light of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 2a is an enlarged fragmentary perspective vieW of an 
area of the front housing portion shoWn in FIG. 2; 

FIGS. 3a and 3b are perspective vieWs of the interior of 
the rear housing portions of the utility light shoWn in FIG. 
1; 

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional vieW taken along line 4-4 in 
FIG. 1; 

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional vieW taken along line 5-5 in 
FIG. 1; 

FIG. 6 is a perspective vieW of the utility light of FIG. 1 
shoWn docked in a charging base; and 

FIG. 7 is an electrical schematic of the utility light shoWn 
in FIG. 1. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

The folloWing patent applications are incorporated herein 
by reference: US. patent application Ser. No. 10/914,805 
?led Aug. 10, 2004; US. patent application Ser. No. 10/915, 
527 ?led Aug. 10, 2004; and US. patent application Ser. No. 
29/234,468 ?led Jul. 19, 2005. 

Referring noW to FIGS. 1-6, a rechargeable LED utility 
light in accordance With the present invention is indicated 
generally at 410. The utility light 410 includes a vertically 
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and horizontally split hollow light housing 412 formed With 
a ?rst or upper rear housing portion 41411, a second or loWer 
rear housing portion 414b, and a front housing portion 416. 
When attached, the rear housing portions 414a and 41419 and 
the front housing portion 416 form the housing 412 With an 
upper light portion 418 extending from a loWer handle 
portion 420. The front housing portion 416 has a lens 
opening 419 formed in the upper light portion 418. The rear 
housing portions 414a and 41419 and the front housing 416 
are substantially arcuate in horiZontal cross section to form 
the housing 412 With a substantially oval cross section (FIG. 
5). The housing 412 is preferably formed of a lightWeight 
material, such as plastic or the like, as the utility light 410 
is contemplated to be both handheld and portable. The rear 
housing portions 414a and 4141) each include a plurality of 
strengthening ribs extending transverse to a longitudinal axis 
of the light and across interior Walls thereof. There is shoWn 
in FIG. 3a a plurality of ribs 4220 having curved exposed 
edges. There is shoWn in FIG. 3b a plurality of ribs 422a and 
4221) having straight exposed edges. 
A plurality of tubular bosses 424, tWo on the housing 

portion 414a and four on the housing portion 414b, having 
a larger diameter base 426 and a smaller diameter free end 
428 extend from respective inner surfaces 430a and 43019 of 
the rear housing portions 414a and 41419 for receiving 
respective fasteners 431 (FIG. 6). Each boss 424 is open to 
an associated recess 429 in an exterior surface of the 
respective rear housing portion. The fasteners 431 extend 
through the recesses 429 and the bosses 424 and threadably 
engage corresponding posts 432 extending inWardly from an 
interior surface 417 of the front housing portion 416 to 
secure the rear housing portions 414a and 414b and the front 
housing portion 416 together to form the housing 412. The 
front housing portion 416 includes a plurality of transverse 
strengthening ribs 423a and 42319 extending from the inte 
rior surface 417 and having straight exposed edges. During 
assembly, the smaller diameter end 428 of each of the bosses 
424 is received by a corresponding aperture or counterbore 
434 formed in a free end of an associated one of the posts 
432 of the front housing portion 416. 
An exterior surface 43611 of the upper rear housing portion 

41411 has a hook recess or channel 438a formed therein and 
an exterior surface 436!) of the loWer rear housing portion 
414!) has a hook recess or channel 438!) formed therein, each 
recess receiving and releasably storing a hook member 440 
therein. The hook members 440 include, respectively, a ball 
portion 442 that is attached to a shank portion 444. The 
recesses 438a and 4381) each have a respective closed 
bottom Wall 446a (FIG. 3a) and 4461) (FIG. 3b) at the 
interior surfaces 430a and 43019 of the rear housing portions 
414a and 414b, best seen in FIGS. 3a and 3b. The Wall 446a 
interrupts tWo of the ribs 4220 in the upper housing portion 
414a, While the Wall 446!) extends through but not above the 
ribs in the loWer housing portion 41419. The shape of the 
recesses 438a and 43819 corresponds to the shape of the hook 
members 440 in plan vieW. When the hook members 440 are 
disposed in a “stored” position in the respective recess 438a 
and 438b, the hook members 440 do not extend above the 
exterior surfaces 436a and 43619 of the rear housing portions 
414a and 41419. Formed in a side Wall ofa hook portion of 
each of the recesses 438a and 43819 is a respective sloped 
surface 437a and 43719 that provides access to the hook 
members 440 by a human ?nger for improved removal and 
stoWage for the hook members 440. 
The ball portion 442 of each of the hook members 440 

cooperates With a respective ball retainer 448 disposed 
betWeen each of the rear housing portions 414a and 41419 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

4 
and the front housing portion 416 When the housing 412 is 
assembled. Each ball retainer 448 includes a pair of retaining 
arms 450 extending from opposing sides of a cup shaped ball 
receiver 452. Each of the retaining arms 450 is apertured to 
receive an associated one of the ends 428 of the mating 
bosses 424 of the light portion 418 and handle portion 420, 
respectively. Each of the ball receivers 452 cooperates With 
a pair of curved surfaces 454 formed on opposite sides of 
apertures 456a and 45619 in the Walls 446a and 4461) 
respectively to retain the ball portion 442 of the hook 
member 440. The ball receivers 452, the surfaces 454 and 
the ball portions 440 function as ball and socket attachments 
for the hook members 440. As shoWn in FIG. 4, the hook 
members 440 can rotate betWeen the stored position shoWn 
and an extended “use” position as indicated by an arroW 445. 
Once out of the recesses 438a and 438b, the hook members 
440 are free to rotate about their respective longitudinal 
axes. The hook members 440, therefore, provide a means for 
placing and orienting the utility light 410 during use. 

Each of a pair of elongated handle cushions 460 includes 
a plurality of attachment ?ngers 462 extending from a rear 
surface and having a stop portion 464 and a shaft portion 
466. The handle cushions 460 are attached to opposite sides 
of the handle portion 420 of the housing 412 With each of the 
shaft portions 466 received in corresponding recesses 468 
formed in the mating edges of loWer rear housing portion 
414!) and the front housing portion 416. The stop portions 
464 prevent removal of the cushions 460 from the housing 
412 after assembly. The handle cushions 460 are each 
preferably constructed of a soft, easily de?ectable material 
and include transverse grooves 467 formed in an outer 
surface shaped and spaced for receiving human ?ngers. 
A battery 470 is disposed in a cavity formed betWeen the 

loWer rear housing portion 414!) and the front housing 
portion 416 of the handle portion 420. The battery 470 is 
preferably a rechargeable battery of conventional type, such 
as a nickel metal hydride battery or similar rechargeable 
type battery. The battery 470 is maintained in position in the 
cavity betWeen the ribs 423a and 42211 (front-to-rear) and 
betWeen the mating pairs of the ribs 422!) and 4231) (top 
to-bottom). A plurality of protrusions 472 (FIG. 2a) extend 
ing from the interior surface 417 of the front housing portion 
416 cooperate With a corresponding plurality of recesses 474 
formed in the loWer rear housing portion 414!) to align the 
housing portions and prevent side-to-side movement of the 
battery 470. 

The holloW housing 412 also forms a space betWeen the 
upper rear housing portion 414a and the front housing 
portion 416 for receiving a light source such as an LED 
circuit board assembly 476 having a plurality of LEDs 486 
mounted on a front surface 488 and a sWitch 478 extending 
from a rear surface thereof. A re?ector member 480 is 
positioned betWeen the assembly 476 and a lens member 
482. The sWitch 478 is preferably a push button type and 
extends through an aperture 484 formed in the upper rear 
housing portion 41411. The LEDs 486, best seen in FIG. 5, 
extend from a front surface 488 of the assembly 476. The 
LEDs 486 are connected to the battery 470 through the 
sWitch 478 for selective operation to emit light through the 
lens 482. 
The re?ector member 480 includes a plurality of spaced 

apart through apertures 481. The front surface of the re?ec 
tor member 480 is preferably mirror chrome plated or has a 
similar highly re?ective surface. The apertures 481 corre 
spond in number and position to the LEDs 486 on the circuit 
board assembly 476. The Walls of the re?ector member 480 
that de?ne each of the apertures 481 are also mirror chrome 
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plated and taper radially outwardly from the rear surface of 
the re?ector member 480 to the front surface of the re?ector 
member 480 to form a generally cone-shape pro?le, best 
seen in FIG. 5. A Width, indicated by an arroW 492 in FIG. 
2, of the re?ector member 480 is greater than a Width, 
indicated by an arroW 490, of the circuit board assembly 
476. A plurality of tubular support legs 494 is formed on the 
periphery of the re?ector member 480. The support legs 494 
extend rearWardly from the rear surface of the re?ector 
member 480 and, because the Width 492 is greater than the 
Width 490, When the re?ector member 480 is placed over the 
circuit board assembly 476, the support legs 494 extend 
beyond the periphery of the circuit board assembly 476 and 
rearWardly of the rear surface of the circuit board assembly 
476. The support legs 494 engage With corresponding sup 
port pins 496 extending inWardly from outer edges of the 
support ribs 4220 of the upper rear housing portion 41411. A 
?ange 483 extends from opposed upper and loWer ends of 
the re?ector member 480. The ?ange 483 has an upWardly 
extending portion 483a and an outWardly extending portion 
483b, best seen in FIG. 4. 

The lens member 482 is received in the lens opening 419 
extending through the upper portion of the front housing 
portion 416 during assembly of the utility light 410. The lens 
member 482 is preferably constructed of clear plastic mate 
rial or similar material. The lens member 482 includes a 
plurality of posts 498 extending rearWardly therefrom that 
cooperate With apertures 500 formed in the re?ector member 
480 during assembly of the utility light 410. The lens 
member 482 includes a ?ange 485 extending from opposed 
upper and loWer ends thereof. The ?ange 485 includes a 
stepped portion 485a, best seen in FIG. 4. A ?ange 415 
extends from each of upper and loWer edges that de?ne the 
lens opening 419, best seen in FIG. 4, for cooperating With 
the stepped portions 485a during assembly of the utility light 
410. 
As seen in FIG. 5 the lens member 482 has a plurality of 

focusing portions 504 that correspond in number and posi 
tion to the LEDs 486. Each of the focusing portions 504 is 
formed as a convex protrusion on the rear surface of the lens 
member 482 facing the re?ector member 480. The focusing 
portions 504 collect and focus light from the corresponding 
LEDs 486 to generate a collective focused beam of light 
exiting the lens member 482. HoWever, the rear surface of 
the lens member 482 could be ?at, so that no focusing is 
provided, or the areas adjacent the LEDs 486 could be 
formed With concave shapes, so that the light exiting the lens 
member 482 is dispersed for a ?ood light effect. 
A pair of charging contacts 506 are each disposed in a 

corresponding slot 508 formed betWeen the loWer rear 
housing portion 414!) and the front housing portion 416 
When the housing 412 is assembled. The contacts 506 are 
electrically connected to the battery 470. The contacts 506 
are adapted to engage With corresponding electrical contacts 
(not shoWn) provided in a bottom of an upWardly facing 
docking cavity 510 of a charging base 512, best seen in FIG. 
6. The cavity 510 is contoured to the shape of the loWer end 
of the housing 412. The charging base 512 includes an 
aperture 514 formed in a rear Wall for passing a poWer cord 
(not shoWn). The poWer card connects betWeen a source of 
AC poWer, such as a Wall plug, and a converter circuit With 
integral transformer, discussed in more detail beloW, for 
charging the battery 470 When the utility light 410 is placed 
in the charging base 512. The charging base 512 also 
includes elongated attachment slots 516 formed in the rear 
Wall for easier mounting on the charging base on, for 
example, a Wall (not shoWn) or the like. 
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6 
The sWitch 478 is easily actuated by a thumb or ?nger of 

a person (not shoWn) holding the handle portion 420 to light 
the LEDs 486 of the circuit board assembly 476 With one 
hand While also orienting and hanging the light 410 With the 
same hand. A ?exible cover 479 can be provided on the 
sWitch 478 to protect it from dirt and liquids. 
An electrical schematic of the utility light 410 is shoWn in 

FIG. 7. An AC to DC converter 530 is provided in the 
charging base 512 for converting AC poWer from a source 
528 to the loWer voltage DC poWer required to charge the 
battery 470 When the utility light 410 is placed in the 
charging base 512. The charging base 512 may also include 
LED indicator lights 532, such as a red LED (o?‘) and a 
green LED (on), to indicate the charging status of the utility 
light 410, preferably mounted in a front surface of the base 
512. Those skilled in the art, hoWever, Will appreciate that 
the indicator lights 532 may be located on any surface of the 
base 512 to enable a user to ascertain the charging status of 
the utility light 410. 
The electrical poWer from the battery 470 is directed 

through the sWitch 478 to the LED circuit board assembly 
476. The sWitch 478 has at least a pair of “on” positions 
Wherein in a ?rst “on” position the sWitch 478 can direct 
electrical poWer from the battery 470 to a ?rst or central 
group 48611 of the LEDs 486 Wherein only those LEDs in a 
central portion of the assembly 476 are lighted. In a second 
“on” position, the sWitch 478 directs poWer to light a second 
group 4861) including all of the LEDs 486. The utility light 
410 also includes a loW battery voltage detector 534 that, 
When the voltage in the battery 470 drops beloW a prede 
termined level, Will provide poWer to a loW battery poWer 
indicator 536. The indicator 536 is preferably a red LED 
mounted in an aperture in the front housing portion 416, best 
seen in FIG. 1. The indicator 536 Will blink intermittently 
When the battery voltage is loW. Alternatively, the loW 
battery voltage detector 534 can be connected directly 
(dashed line) to the LED circuit board assembly 476 to cause 
selected ones of the LEDs 486, such as the ?rst group 48611, 
to ?ash and indicate to the user that the battery 470 is loW. 
The utility light 410 shoWn in FIGS. 1-6 has the LEDs 486 

arranged in four columns of tWelve roWs for a total of 
forty-eight LEDs. The center tWo columns can be the ?rst 
group 486a such that one half of the total light output is 
generated by tWenty-four LEDs in the ?rst “on” position of 
the sWitch 478. All of the columns can be included in the 
second group 4861) such that the total light output is gener 
ated by forty-eight LEDs in the second “on” position of the 
sWitch 478. An alternative array can consist of three columns 
and eight roWs for a total of tWenty-four LEDs. In that case, 
the center column can be the ?rst group 486a and all the 
LEDs can be the second group 4861). The tWenty-four LED 
array permits a smaller housing 412 since the battery 470 
and the circuit board assembly 476 Will be smaller. Such a 
utility light is shoWn in FIGS. 1-7 of patent application Ser. 
No. 29/234,468 incorporated herein by reference. 

In another alternative embodiment, the sWitch 478 can be 
a double sWitch Wherein the group 486a can be controlled by 
one sWitch button and the group 4861) can be the remaining 
LEDs and can be controlled by another sWitch button. For 
example, the utility light 410 shoWn in FIGS. 1-7 could have 
half of the LEDs 486 controlled by the one sWitch button and 
the other half of the LEDs controlled by the other sWitch 
button. 
Of course, any number of LEDs can be used. For 

example, the patent application Ser. No. 10/915,527, incor 
porated herein by reference, shoWs an array of four columns 
and six roWs (FIG. 2) for a total of tWenty-four LEDs. The 
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patent application Ser. No. 10/914,805, incorporated herein 
by reference, shows an array of three columns and ten roWs 
(FIG. 2) for a total of thirty LEDs and an array of three 
columns and tWenty roWs (FIG. 6) for a total of sixty LEDs. 

In accordance With the provisions of the patent statutes, 
the present invention has been described in What is consid 
ered to represent its preferred embodiment. HoWever, it 
should be noted that the invention can be practiced other 
Wise than as speci?cally illustrated and described Without 
departing from its spirit or scope. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A portable utility light comprising: 
an elongated vertically and horiZontally split holloW light 

housing comprising an upper rear housing portion, a 
loWer rear housing portion and a front portion extend 
ing the length of the upper and loWer rear housing 
portions and having an upper light portion connected to 
a loWer handle portion, said light portion having a lens 
opening formed therein, Wherein said housing extends 
longitudinally along said vertical split and is oriented 
for use along said vertical split and having a lens 
opening and a sWitch aperture formed therein; 

a plurality of LEDs mounted in said housing adjacent said 
lens opening; and 

a sWitch mounted in said sWitch aperture and connected to 
said LEDs for selectively applying electrical poWer to 
said LEDs, Whereby When said sWitch is connected to 
a source of electrical poWer, said sWitch has a ?rst “on” 
position connecting the source of electrical poWer to a 
?rst group of said LEDs being less than a plurality of 
said LEDs and a second “on” position connecting the 
source of electrical poWer to a second group of said 
LEDs. 

2. The light according to claim 1 Wherein said LEDs are 
mounted in roWs and columns. 

3. The light according to claim 2 Wherein said ?rst group 
of said LEDs includes at least one of said columns. 

4. The light according to claim 1 Wherein said second 
group of said LEDs includes all of said LEDs. 

5. The light according to claim 1 Wherein said second 
group of said LEDs includes all of said LEDs not included 
in said ?rst group. 

6. The light according to claim 1 Wherein said housing 
includes a front housing portion having said lens opening 
formed therein, an upper rear housing portion attached to 
said front housing portion and having said sWitch aperture 
formed therein and a loWer rear housing portion attached to 
said front housing portion. 

7. The light according to claim 1 including at least one 
handle cushion mounted on said housing. 

8. The light according to claim 1 Wherein said housing has 
a hook recess formed therein and including a hook member 
attached to said housing for movement betWeen a stored 
position in said hook recess and a use position out of said 
hook recess. 

9. The light according to claim 1 Wherein said housing has 
a hook recess formed therein adjacent each of upper and 
loWer ends of said housing and including a pair of hook 
members each attached to said housing for movement 
betWeen a stored position in an associated one of said hook 
recesses and a use position out of said associated hook 
recess. 

10. The light according to claim 1 including a recharge 
able battery mounted in said housing and being connected to 
said sWitch for providing electrical poWer to said LED; at 
least one electrical contact mounted on said housing and 
connected to said battery and a charging base for releasably 
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8 
retaining said housing and providing electrical poWer 
through said at least one electrical contact to recharge said 
battery. 

11. A portable rechargeable utility light comprising: 
a vertically and horiZontally split holloW housing com 

prising an upper rear housing portion, a loWer rear 
housing portion and a front portion extending the 
length of the upper and loWer rear housing portions and 
having an upper light portion connected to a loWer 
handle portion, said light portion having a lens opening 
formed therein, Wherein said housing extends longitu 
dinally along said vertical split and is oriented for use 
along said vertical split; 

said front portion comprising an elongated front housing 
portion having a lens opening formed therein; 

said upper rear housing portion having a hook recess and 
a sWitch aperture formed therein; 

said loWer rear housing portion and said upper rear 
housing portion being attached to said front housing 
portion to form a holloW light housing; 

a rechargeable battery mounted in said light housing 
adjacent said loWer rear housing portion; 

a plurality of LEDs mounted in said light housing adja 
cent said lens opening; 

a sWitch mounted in said sWitch aperture and connected 
betWeen said battery and said LEDs for selectively 
applying electrical poWer to said LEDs; 

a hook member attached to said light housing for move 
ment betWeen a stored position in said hook recess and 
a use position out of said hook recess; and 

a transparent lens member mounted in said lens opening 
permitting light generated by said LEDs to exit said 
light housing. 

12. The light according to claim 11 Wherein said sWitch 
has a ?rst “on” position for connecting a ?rst group of said 
LEDs to said battery, said ?rst group being less than all of 
said LEDs. 

13. The light according to claim 12 Wherein said sWitch 
has at least a second “on” position for connecting a second 
group of said LEDs to said battery, said second group 
including all of said LEDs. 

14. The light according to claim 12 Wherein said sWitch 
has at least a second “on” position for connecting a second 
group of said LEDs to said battery, said second group 
including all of said LEDs not included in said ?rst group. 

15. A portable rechargeable utility light comprising: 
a vertically and horiZontally split holloW housing com 

prising an upper rear housing portion, a loWer rear 
housing portion and a front portion extending the 
length of the upper and loWer rear housing portions and 
having an upper light portion connected to a loWer 
handle portion, said light portion having a lens opening 
formed therein, Wherein said housing extends longitu 
dinally along said vertical split and is oriented for use 
along said vertical split; 

said front portion comprising an elongated front housing 
portion having a lens opening formed therein; and 

Wherein one of said upper or loWer rear housing portions 
includes a hook recess and a sWitch aperture formed 
therein, said rear housing portion being attached to said 
front housing portion to form a holloW light housing; 

at least one handle cushion attached to said light housing; 
a rechargeable battery mounted in said light housing; 
a plurality of LEDs mounted in said light housing adja 

cent said lens opening; 
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a switch mounted in said switch aperture and connected 
betWeen said battery and said LEDs for selectively 
applying electrical power to said LEDs; 

a hook member attached to said light housing for move 
ment betWeen a stored position in said hook recess and 
a use position our of said hook recess; 

a re?ector member mounted in said light housing and 
having a plurality of apertures formed therein, each of 
said apertures receiving an associated one of said 
LEDs; and 

a transparent lens member mounted in said lens opening 
permitting light generated by said LEDs to exit said 
light housing. 

16. The light according to claim 15 including a pair of 
electrical contacts mounted on said light housing and con 
nected to said battery and a charging base for releasably 
retaining said light housing and providing electrical poWer 
through said electrical contacts to recharge said battery. 

17. The light according to claim 15 including a loW 
battery detector connected to said battery, an indicator 
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aperture formed in said front housing portion and a loW 
battery indicator mounted in said indicator aperture and 
being connected to said loW battery detector for Visually 
indicating a loW battery condition of said battery. 

18. The light according to claim 15 Wherein said light 
housing is generally arcuate in pro?le. 

19. The light according to claim 15 Wherein said LEDs are 
mounted on a circuit board in roWs and columns. 

20. The light according to claim 15 Wherein said sWitch 
has a ?rst “on” position for connecting a ?rst group of said 
LEDs to said battery, said ?rst group being less than all of 
said LEDs, and at least a second “on” position for connect 
ing a second group of said LEDs to said battery, said second 
group including at least all of said LEDs not included in said 
?rst group. 


