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ELECTRICAL CONNECTOR HAVING A 
PULL TAB 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates generally to electrical connectors 
and, more particularly, to an electrical connector having a 
pull tab. 
Numerous cabled electrical connectors exist that include 

a latch for locking the electrical connector to another elec 
trical connector that is connected thereto. Some knoWn 
latches include a hook portion that interconnects With lock 
ing features on the other electrical connector. When the 
electrical connectors are connected, the hook portions 
engage the locking features to lock the electrical connectors 
together. To unlock the electrical connectors, the latch may 
be manually operated to disengage the hook portions from 
the locking features. One or both of the electrical connectors 
can then be longitudinally moved to disconnect them from 
one another. To manually operate the latch, some electrical 
connectors include an actuating mechanism that extends 
from the cabled electrical connector and is pulled in a 
direction generally opposite the other electrical connector to 
disengage the hook portions. Such actuating mechanisms are 
sometimes referred to as pull tabs. 

HoWever, a location and/or siZe of the locking features 
that are engaged by the hook portions are sometimes stan 
dardiZed, Whether industry-Wide or betWeen particular enti 
ties. As such, a design of the pull tabs and/or the hook 
portions are limited to particular con?gurations that conform 
to the standard location and/or siZe of the locking features. 
The interaction betWeen the pull tab and the latch of some 
cabled electrical connectors has become overly complex. 
Consequently, some cabled electrical connectors are more 
dif?cult to manufacture, Which adds expense, increases the 
potential for manufacturing error, and/or increases a time 
needed for manufacture thereof. Moreover, the complexity 
may decrease durability and/or a reliability of the pull tab. 
Consequently, the latch may become dif?cult to unlock and 
it may be dif?cult to disconnect the electrical connectors 
from one another. Alternatively, the latch may not properly 
engage the locking features of the other electrical connector 
such that the electrical connectors may accidentally or 
inadvertently disconnect from one another. 
A need remains for a latch actuating mechanism for 

disengaging a latch of a cabled electrical connector using a 
pull tab that is reliable, durable, less complex, and/or that 
conforms to standard siZes and/or locations of locking 
features. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

In one aspect, an electrical connector is provided that 
includes a housing having a mating end, a rear end opposite 
the ?rst end, and an exterior Wall extending from the mating 
end to the rear end. The exterior Wall includes a cavity 
extending betWeen the mating and rear ends. A pull tab is 
received Within the cavity. The pull tab is linearly movable 
Within the cavity betWeen the mating and rear ends of the 
housing. A latch is held on the housing and covers at least 
a portion of the pull tab, such that the pull tab slides betWeen 
the latch and the housing. A ?rst element on the pull tab and 
a second element on the latch interact to move the latch 
betWeen open and closed positions in response to movement 
of the pull tab relative to the housing. 

In another aspect, an electrical connector assembly 
including a pair of connectors con?gured to be electrically 
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2 
connected to one another is provided. The electrical con 
nector assembly includes ?rst and second connector hous 
ings each having a mating end. The ?rst and second elec 
trical connectors are con?gured to be electrically connected 
to one another adjacent the respective ?rst and second 
connector housing mating ends. The ?rst connector housing 
has a rear end opposite the mating end and an exterior Wall 
extending from the mating end to the rear end. The exterior 
Wall includes a cavity extending betWeen the mating and 
rear ends of the ?rst connector housing. Apull tab is received 
Within the cavity. The pull tab is linearly movable Within the 
cavity betWeen the mating and rear ends of the ?rst con 
nector housing. A latch is held on the ?rst connector housing. 
At least a portion of the pull tab is betWeen the latch and the 
?rst connector housing. A ?rst element on the pull tab and 
a second element on the latch interact to cause the latch to 
move betWeen an open and a closed position upon move 
ment of the pull tab Within the cavity. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of an electrical connector 
assembly formed in accordance With an embodiment of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a front perspective vieW of the receptacle 
connector shoWn in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is a front perspective vieW of the plug connector 
shoWn in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 4 is a front perspective vieW of the plug connector 
shoWn in FIG. 3 With a pull tab exposed. 

FIG. 5 is a rear perspective vieW of a pull tab formed in 
accordance With an alternative embodiment of the present 
invention. 

FIG. 6 is a front perspective vieW of a latch formed in 
accordance With an embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 7 is a front perspective vieW of a latch formed in 
accordance With an alternative embodiment of the present 
invention. 

FIG. 8 is a rear perspective vieW of a plug connector 
formed in accordance With an alternative embodiment of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 9 is a side elevational vieW of the plug connector 
shoWn in FIG. 3 With a latch in an open position. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of an electrical connector 
assembly 10 formed in accordance With an embodiment of 
the present invention. The connector assembly 10 includes a 
receptacle connector 12 and a plug connector 14 that are 
con?gured to be electrically connected to one another. The 
connector assembly 10 includes a longitudinal axis Al that 
extends through the connectors 12 and 14. As Will be 
described in more detail beloW, the plug connector 14 
includes a latch 16 for locking the connectors 12 and 14 
together When they are connected, and a pull tab 18 for 
actuating the latch 16 betWeen a closed position 20 Where 
the connectors 12 and 14 are locked together and an open 
position 22 (FIG. 9) Where the connectors 12 and 14 are 
unlocked. Although the receptacle connector 12 is described 
and illustrated herein as a receptacle connector that receives 
a portion of the plug connector 14 therein, the plug connec 
tor 14 may alternatively be a receptacle connector that 
receives a portion of the connector 12 therein. Moreover, 
although the plug connector 14 is described and illustrated 
herein as including the latch 16 and the pull tab 18, in 
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addition or alternatively, the receptacle connector 12 may 
include the latch 16 and the pull tab 18. 

FIG. 2 is a front perspective vieW of the receptacle 
connector 12. The receptacle connector 12 includes a hous 
ing 24 having a body 26 extending betWeen a mating end 28 
and an end 30 opposite the mating end 28. The housing body 
26 de?nes a cavity (not shoWn) Within the housing 24. One 
or more interface components (not shoWn), such as, but not 
limited to a printed circuit board, of the receptacle connector 
12 is held Within the housing cavity for interfacing With one 
or more interface components, such as, but not limited to, a 
printed circuit board 32 (FIGS. 3 and 4), of the plug 
connector 14. An interface structure 34 is held at least 
partially Within the housing cavity and extends outWard 
from the housing cavity through the housing mating end 28. 
The interface structure 34 includes an opening 36 for 
receiving the printed circuit board 32 of the plug connector 
14. One or more guides 38 may be held Within the housing 
cavity and/or the interface structure opening 36 to facilitate 
alignment of the interface component(s) of the receptacle 
connector 12 With the printed circuit board 32. Although the 
housing 24 is shoWn as having a generally rectangular box 
shape, the housing 24 may have any shape. 
The interface structure 34 also includes one or more 

openings 40 that interlock With the latch 16 of the plug 
connector 14 to lock the connectors 12 and 14 together, as 
Will be described in more detail beloW. Although the open 
ings 40 are shoWn as extending completely through a Wall 42 
of the interface structure 34, the openings 40 may extend 
only partially though the Wall 42. Moreover, although tWo 
openings 40 are shoWn, the interface structure 34 may 
include any number of openings 40. In addition or altema 
tive to the openings 40, the interface structure 34 may 
include one or more extensions (not shoWn) that extend 
outWardly from the interface structure 34 for interlocking 
With the latch 16 of the plug connector 14. As shoWn herein, 
the receptacle connector 12 is a serial attached SCSI (SAS) 
electrical connector. HoWever, the receptacle connector 12 
may be any type of electrical connector. 

FIG. 3 is a front perspective vieW of the plug connector 
14. The plug connector 14 includes a housing 44 having a 
body 46 extending betWeen a mating end 48 and a rear end 
50 opposite the mating end 48. The housing body 46 de?nes 
a cavity (not shoWn) Within the housing 44. A portion of the 
printed circuit board 32 is held Within the housing cavity. A 
cable 52 is coupled to the housing rear end 50. The cable 52 
includes an insulating cover 54 that covers a plurality of 
cable Wires (not shoWn). The cable Wires extend at least 
partially into the housing cavity and are electrically con 
nected to the printed circuit board 32. An interface structure 
56 is held at least partially Within the housing cavity and 
extends outWardly from the housing cavity through the 
housing mating end 48. The printed circuit board 32 extends 
outWardly from the housing cavity through the housing 
mating end 48 and Within an opening 58 Within the interface 
structure 56. When the connectors 12 and 14 are connected 
together, the interface structure 56 and the printed circuit 
board 32 are at least partially received Within the interface 
structure opening 36 and the housing cavity of the receptacle 
connector 12 such that the printed circuit board 32 interfaces 
With the interface component(s) of the receptacle connector 
12. 
The interface structure 56 may include one or more guide 

slots 60 that each receive one of the guides 38 (FIG. 2) held 
Within the housing cavity of the receptacle connector 12 to 
facilitate alignment of the interface component of the recep 
tacle connector 12 With the printed circuit board 32 of the 
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4 
plug connector 14. Although the housing 44 is shoWn as 
having a generally rectangular box shape, the housing 44 
may have any shape. Although the plug connector 14 
electrically connects the cable 52 to the receptacle connector 
12, alternatively the plug connector 14 is not connected to 
the cable 52 but rather is another type of electrical connector. 
As shoWn herein, the plug connector 14 is an external serial 
attached SCSI (SAS) electrical connector. HoWever, the 
plug connector 14 may be any type of electrical connector. 

FIG. 4 is a front perspective vieW of the plug connector 
14 With the pull tab 18 exposed. The housing body 46 
includes an exterior Wall 62 that extends from the mating 
end 48 to the rear end 50 of the housing 44. The exterior Wall 
62 includes a cavity 64 extending betWeen the mating end 48 
and the rear end 50 of the housing 44. Although the housing 
cavity 64 is shoWn as extending from the mating end 48 to 
the rear end 50, alternatively the housing cavity 64 may 
extend only partially betWeen the mating end 48 and the rear 
end 50 of the housing 44, may extend only partially from the 
mating end 48 to the rear end 50, or may extend only 
partially from the rear end 50 to the mating end 48. The 
housing cavity 64 includes a bottommost portion 66 that is 
siZed and shaped to receive the pull tab 18 such that the pull 
tab 18 is linearly movable therein, as Will be described in 
more detail beloW. An uppermost portion 68 of the housing 
cavity 64 is siZed and shaped to receive the latch 16 (FIGS. 
1, 6, and 9), as Will also be described in more detail beloW. 
The uppermost portion 68 of the housing cavity 64 may 
include one or more alignment elements 69 for aligning the 
latch 16 Within the housing cavity 64 using corresponding 
openings 106 (FIG. 6) Within the latch 16. 

Bias may be applied to the pull tab 18 Within the bottom 
most portion 66 of the housing cavity 64. The bias may be 
applied using any suitable structure and/or means having 
any suitable con?guration, arrangement, orientation, posi 
tion, and/or location. For example, a surface 70 of the 
exterior Wall 62 that de?nes the bottommost portion 66 of 
the housing cavity 64 may include an opening (not shoWn) 
that receives a biasing mechanism, such as, but not limited 
to, a helical spring 74 or other type of spring. The opening 
is positioned such that the spring 74 is held betWeen the 
housing exterior Wall 62 and the pull tab 18 When the pull 
tab 18 is received Within the housing cavity 64. The spring 
74 contacts and applies bias to an extension 75 of the pull tab 
18 that extends outWardly from the pull tab 18 at least 
partially into the opening, such that the spring 74 applies 
bias to pull tab 18 as described beloW. Alternatively, bias is 
not applied to the pull tab 18 Within the housing cavity 64 
and therefore the extension 75, the opening, the spring 74, 
another biasing mechanism, and/or other structure and/or 
means for applying bias to the pull tab 18 Within the housing 
cavity 64 may not be included. 

The housing 44 may include one or more travel limits that 
cooperate With one or more travel limits on the pull tab 18 
to de?ne a range of motion over Which the pull tab 18 moves 
Within the cavity 64. The travel limits of the housing 44 may 
have any suitable con?guration, arrangement, orientation, 
position, and/or location, and/or may include any structure 
and/or means, that enable the travel limits to function as 
described herein. For example, the travel limits of the 
housing 44 may be a pair of opposing slots 76 that com 
municate With the bottommost portion 66 of the housing 
cavity. Each slot 76 is siZed and shaped to receive an 
extension 78 that extends outWardly from the pull tab 18 and 
is movable Within the slot 76 to de?ne the range of motion 
of the pull tab 18, as described beloW. Although tWo slots 76 
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are shown, the housing 44 may include any number of slots 
76 that function as travel limits. 

The pull tab 18 is received Within the bottommost portion 
66 of the housing cavity 64 and is linearly movable therein 
along the longitudinal axis Al betWeen the mating and rear 
ends 48 and 50, respectively, of the housing 44. The pull tab 
18 includes a body 80 that extends from an end 82 to an 
opposite end 84. The end 84 may include a handle 86 for 
moving the pull tab 18 along the longitudinal axis A1, for 
example pulling the pull tab 18 along the longitudinal axis 
Al in the direction D. Although the handle 86 is shoWn as 
having a generally circular opening 88 adjacent the pull tab 
end 84 for gripping the pull tab 18 using one or more ?ngers 
of a user, the handle 86 may have any suitable con?guration, 
arrangement, location, orientation, and/or position, and/or 
may include any suitable structure and/or means, that enable 
the handle 86 to function as described herein. For example, 
FIG. 5 is a perspective vieW of a pull tab 118 formed in 
accordance With an alternative embodiment of the present 
invention, Wherein the pull tab 118 includes a handle 186 
having a different shape than the handle 86. Alternatively, 
the pull tab does not include a handle. The pull tab body 80 
may have any suitable siZe and/or shape that enables the pull 
tab 18 to function as described herein. 

The pull tab 18 includes one or more elements that 
interact With one or more elements on the latch 16 to cause 

the latch 16 to move betWeen the open and closed positions 
22 and 20, respectively, (FIGS. 9 and 1, respectively) upon 
movement of the pull tab 18 Within the housing cavity 64. 
The element(s) of the pull tab 18 that interact With the latch 
element(s) may have any suitable con?guration, arrange 
ment, orientation, position, and/or location. For example, as 
shoWn in FIG. 4 the pull tab element(s) may be an extension 
90 that extends outWardly from a surface 92 of the pull tab 
18 adjacent the end 82. When the latch 16 is received Within 
the housing cavity 64, the extension 90 extends betWeen the 
pull tab 18 and the latch 16 and interacts With an indentation 
94 (FIGS. 1 and 6) on the latch 16, as described beloW. The 
extension 90 may have any suitable siZe, shape, location, 
orientation, and/or position that enables the extension 90 to 
function as described herein. Although one extension 90 is 
shoWn, the pull tab 18 may include any number of exten 
sions 90 that interact With any number of indentations 94 on 
the latch 16. Alternatively, the pull tab element(s) may be an 
indentation (not shoWn) that interacts With an extension 98 
(FIG. 7) extending outWardly from an alternative embodi 
ment of a latch 116. The indentation is siZed, shaped, 
located, orientated, and positioned to at least partially 
receive the extension 98. The pull tab 18 may include any 
number of indentations that interact With any number of 
extensions 98 on the latch 116. 

The travel limits on the pull tab 18 may have any suitable 
con?guration, arrangement, orientation, position, and/or 
location, and/or may include any structure and/or means, 
that enable the travel limits to function as described herein. 
For example, the travel limits on the pull tab 18 may be a 
pair of the extensions 78 that extend outWardly from the pull 
tab 18 and are received Within a corresponding slot 76 When 
the pull tab 18 is received Within housing cavity 64. The 
extensions 78 are movable Within the slots 76 to de?ne the 
range of motion of the pull tab 18, as described beloW. 
Although tWo extensions 78 are shoWn, the pull tab 18 may 
include any number of extensions 78 that function as travel 
limits. The extensions 78 may have any suitable siZe and/or 
shape that enable the extensions 78 to function as described 
herein. 
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6 
FIG. 6 is a front perspective vieW of the latch 16 formed 

in accordance With an embodiment of the present invention. 
The latch 16 includes a body 100 extending from an end 102 
and an end 104 that is opposite the end 102. A portion of the 
latch 16 is received Within the uppermost portion 68 (FIG. 
4) of the housing cavity 64 (FIGS. 1 and 4), as shoWn in 
FIGS. 1, 3, and 9. The latch 16 may be aligned Within the 
housing cavity 64 by receiving the alignment elements 69 
(FIG. 4) of the housing 44 (FIGS. 1, 3, and 4) Within each 
of the corresponding openings 106 Within the latch body 
100. The latch 16 is ?xedly held on the housing 44 such that 
a portion of the pull tab 18 (FIGS. 1 and 4) is betWeen the 
latch 16 and the housing exterior Wall 62 (FIG. 4), as shoWn 
in FIGS. 1 and 3. The latch 16 may be ?xedly held on the 
housing 44 using any suitable structure and/or means that 
enable the latch 16 to function as described herein. Gener 
ally, the latch 116 is ?xedly held on the housing 44 such that 
the latch 16 is in the closed position 20 (FIG. 1). The latch 
body 100 may have any suitable siZe and/or shape that 
enables the latch 16 to function as described herein. 
The latch 16 includes a pair of extensions 108 extending 

outWardly from the latch body 100 adjacent the end 102. The 
extensions 108 each interlock With a corresponding opening 
40 (FIG. 2) Within the interface structure 34 (FIG. 2) of the 
receptacle connector 12 (FIGS. 1 and 2) to lock the con 
nectors 12 and 14 together. More speci?cally, each extension 
108 is at least partially received Within a corresponding 
opening 40 When the latch 16 is in the closed position 20 
(FIG. 1), as Will be described in more detail beloW. The 
extensions 108 may each have any suitable siZe, shape, 
position, orientation, and/ or location to function as described 
herein, for example to be at least partially received Within a 
corresponding opening 40. Although tWo extensions 108 are 
shoWn, the latch 16 may include any number of extensions 
108. In addition or alternative to the extensions 108, the 
latch 16 may include one or more openings (not shoWn) for 
interlocking With one or more extensions (not shoWn) that 
extend outWardly from the interface structure 34 of the 
connector 12. 
The element(s) of the latch 16 that interact With the pull 

tab element(s) to cause the latch 16 to move betWeen the 
open and closed positions 22 and 20, respectively, may have 
any suitable con?guration, arrangement, orientation, posi 
tion, and/or location. For example, as shoWn in FIG. 6 the 
latch element(s) may be the indentation 94 that interacts 
With the extension 90 (FIG. 4) of the pull tab 18. The 
indentation 94 is siZed, shaped, located, positioned, and 
orientated to at least partially receive the extension 90. 
Although one indentation 94 is shoWn, the latch 16 may 
include any number of indentations 94 that interact With any 
number of extensions 90 on the pull tab 18. Alternatively, as 
shoWn in FIG. 7 the latch element(s) of an alternative 
embodiment of a latch 116 may be the extension 98 that 
interacts With an indentation Within the pull tab 18, as 
described above. The extension 98 may have any suitable 
siZe, shape, location, position, and orientation that enables 
the extension 98 to function as described herein. Although 
one extension 98 is shoWn, the latch 116 may include any 
number of extensions 98 that interact With any number of 
indentations on the pull tab 18. 
The latch 16 may be biased to the closed position 20 using 

a biasing mechanism that is not part of the latch body 100 
(i.e., using bias other than the natural bias of the latch body 
100 to generally retain its shape). The bias may be applied 
using any suitable structure and/or means having any suit 
able con?guration, arrangement, orientation, position, and/ 
or location. For example, FIG. 8 is a perspective vieW of an 
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alternative embodiment of a connector 314 Wherein a bias 
ing mechanism, such as, but not limited to, a spring 310 or 
other type of biasing mechanism is held in a housing 344 of 
the connector 314 for applying bias to an end 304 of a latch 
316 to bias the latch 316 to a closed position. Alternatively, 
bias additional to the natural bias of the latch body 100 is not 
applied to the latch 16 using a biasing mechanism that is not 
part of the latch body 100. 

In operation, and referring to FIG. 1, the pull tab 18 can 
be moved Within the housing cavity 64 along the longitu 
dinal axis A1. When the pull tab 18 is in a position relative 
to the latch 16 such that the pull tab extension 90 (FIG. 4) 
is received Within the indentation 94 of the latch 16, the latch 
16 is in the closed position 20 Wherein the latch extensions 
108 are received Within the corresponding openings 40 of 
the receptacle connector 12 and the connectors 12 and 14 are 
thereby locked together. When the pull tab 18 is moved 
along the longitudinal axis A 1 in the direction D, the pull tab 
extension 90 moves out of the latch indentation 94 and 
contacts a surface 110 (FIG. 6) of the latch 16 that is 
normally adjacent a surface 112 (FIG. 4) of the pull tab 18. 
As the extension 90 moves along the latch surface 110, the 
extension 90 moves the latch 16 from the closed position 20 
to the open position 22 shoWn in FIG. 9. More speci?cally, 
as the extension 90 moves along the latch surface 110, the 
extension 90 de?ects the end 102 of the latch 16, against the 
natural bias of the latch body 100 to generally retain its 
shape, such that the latch extensions 108 move out of the 
openings 40 of the connector 12 to unlock the connectors 12 
and 14 from one another. Once unlocked, the connectors 12 
and 14 can be disconnected from one another. Operation of 
the reverse arrangement of an indentation on the pull tab 18 
and the extension 98 (FIG. 7) Will function in a similar 
manner, and therefore Will not be described in more detail 
herein. 

As discussed above, the spring 74 (FIG. 4) may be 
included to apply bias to the extension 75 (FIG. 4) of the pull 
tab 18 such that the pull tab 18 is biased to a position relative 
to the latch 16 Wherein the latch 16 is in the closed position 
20. More speci?cally, the spring 74 biases the pull tab 18 to 
a position Wherein the pull tab extension 90 is received 
Within the latch indentation 94. Alternatively, the pull tab 18 
is not biased, or the bias is applied using other suitable 
structure and/or means having any suitable con?guration, 
arrangement, orientation, position, and/or location. 
As discussed above, the pull tab extensions 78 (FIG. 4) 

are movable Within the slots 76 (FIG. 4) to de?ne the range 
of motion of the pull tab 18. More speci?cally, the slots 76 
may limit movement of the pull tab along the longitudinal 
axis Al to a predetermined range of motion Within the 
housing cavity 64, depending upon a length of the slots 76 
and a Width of the extensions 78. The predetermined range 
of motion may facilitate, for example, preventing the pull 
tab 18 from imparting an amount of de?ection that may 
damage the latch 16. 

Although the pull tab 18 and the latch 16 are described 
and illustrated herein as being positioned and located on the 
exterior Wall 62 of the housing 44, the pull tab 18 and the 
latch 16 may have any other suitable position and location 
on the plug connector 14 that enables the pull tab 18 and the 
latch 16 to function as described herein. 

The embodiments described herein provide a connector 
that may be locked together With another connector. A pull 
tab is provided for actuating a latch that locks the connectors 
together. The pull tab and latch may be more reliable, 
durable, and/ or less complex than similar knoWn connectors. 
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8 
The use of the same connector may conform to standard 
siZes and/or locations of locking features on the other 
connector. 

While the invention has been described in terms of 
various speci?c embodiments, those skilled in the art Will 
recogniZe that the invention can be practiced With modi? 
cation Within the spirit and scope of the claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An electrical connector comprising: 
a housing having a mating end, a rear end opposite the 

mating end, and an exterior Wall extending from the 
mating end to the rear end, the exterior Wall including 
a cavity extending betWeen the mating and rear ends; 

a pull tab received Within the cavity, the pull tab being 
linearly movable Within the cavity betWeen the mating 
and rear ends of the housing; 

a latch held on the housing and covering at least a portion 
of the pull tab, such that the pull tab slides betWeen the 
latch and the housing; 

a ?rst element on the pull tab and a second element on the 
latch that interact to move the latch betWeen open and 
closed positions in response to movement of the pull 
tab relative to the housing; and 

a biasing mechanism being a helical spring attached to at 
least a portion of the pull tab and held betWeen the 
housing and the at least a portion of the pull tab, the 
biasing mechanism biasing the pull tab to a position 
relative to the latch Wherein the latch is in the closed 
position; Wherein the ?rst element comprises an exten 
sion extending outWardly from the pull tab and the 
second element comprises an indentation Within the 
latch for receiving the extension therein. 

2. The connector of claim 1 further comprising travel 
limits provided on the pull tab and Within the housing cavity, 
the travel limits cooperating With one another to de?ne a 
range of motion over Which the pull tab moves Within the 
housing cavity. 

3. The connector of claim 1 further comprising an exten 
sion extending outWardly from the pull tab and a slot 
provided Within the housing and communicating With the 
housing cavity, the extension being received Within the slot 
and being movable Within the slot to de?ne a range of 
motion over Which the pull tab moves Within the housing 
cavity. 

4. The connector of claim 1, Wherein the connector is a 
?rst connector and Wherein the latch comprises a body 
extending from a ?rst end to an opposite second end, the 
latch body ?rst end comprising an extension con?gured to 
be received Within an opening Within a second connector to 
lock the ?rst and second connectors together. 

5. The connector of claim 1, Wherein the rear end of the 
housing comprises an opening con?gured to receive an 
electrical cable. 

6. The connector of claim 1, Wherein the latch is received 
Within a portion of the housing cavity. 

7. The connector of claim 1, Wherein the connector is an 
external serial attached small computer system interface 
(SCSI) connector. 

8. An electrical connector assembly including a pair of 
connectors con?gured to be electrically connected to one 
another, the electrical connector assembly comprising: 

?rst and second connector housings each having a mating 
end, the ?rst and second connectors con?gured to be 
electrically connected to one another adjacent the 
respective ?rst and second connector housing mating 
ends, the ?rst connector housing having a rear end 
opposite the mating end and an exterior Wall extending 
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from the mating end to the rear end, the exterior Wall 
including a cavity extending betWeen the mating and 
rear ends of the ?rst connector housing; 

a pull tab received Within the cavity, the pull tab being 
linearly movable Within the cavity betWeen the mating 
and rear ends of the ?rst connector housing; 

a latch held on the ?rst connector housing, at least a 
portion of the pull tab betWeen the latch and the ?rst 
connector housing; 

a ?rst element on the pull tab and a second element on the 
latch that interact to cause the latch to move betWeen an 
open and a closed position upon movement of the pull 
tab Within the cavity; and 

a biasing mechanism being a helical spring attached to at 
least a portion of the pull tab and held betWeen the ?rst 
connector housing and the at least a portion of the pull 
tab, the biasing mechanism biasing the pull tab to a 
position relative to the latch Wherein the latch is in the 
closed position; Wherein the ?rst element comprises an 
extension extending outWardly from the pull tab and 
the second element comprises an indentation Within the 
latch for receiving the extension therein. 

9. The assembly of claim 8 further comprising travel 
limits provided on the pull tab and Within the ?rst connector 
housing cavity, the travel limits cooperating With one 
another to de?ne a range of motion over Which the pull tab 
moves Within the ?rst connector housing cavity. 
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10. The assembly of claim 8 further comprising an 

extension extending outWardly from the pull tab and a slot 
provided Within the ?rst connector housing and communi 
cating With the ?rst connector housing cavity, the extension 
being received Within the slot and being movable Within the 
slot to de?ne a range of motion over Which the pull tab 
moves Within the ?rst connector housing cavity. 

11. The assembly of claim 8, Wherein the latch comprises 
a body extending from a ?rst end to a second end, the latch 
body ?rst end being adjacent the mating end of the ?rst 
connector housing, the latch body ?rst end comprising an 
extension con?gured to be received Within an opening 
Within the second connector to lock the ?rst and second 
connectors together. 

12. The assembly of claim 8, Wherein the mating end of 
the ?rst connector housing comprises an opening con?gured 
to receive an electrical cable. 

13. The assembly of claim 8, Wherein the latch is received 
Within a portion of the ?rst connector housing cavity. 

14. The assembly of claim 8, Wherein the ?rst connector 
is an external serial attached small computer system inter 
face (SCSI) connector. 


