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ISOTHERMAL DE-ICED SENSOR 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to gas turbine 
engines, and, more particularly, to temperature and pressure 
sensors for measuring compressor inlet temperature and 
pressure. 

In certain aircraft and aero-derivative gas turbine engines 
sensors are used to measure air temperature and pressure at 
the inlet to the compressor. Accurate measurements of the 
inlet temperature and pressure are critical, because the 
measurements are used for establishing control of the vari 
able geometry of the stators in the compressor. In some 
operating conditions of aircraft engines, ice may accumulate 
on the inlet temperature and pressure sensor. Ice accretion 
interferes With the accuracy of the temperature and pressure 
readings provided by the sensors, and release of accumu 
lated masses of ice into the compressor may cause damage 
to compressor blades. 
A heat pipe is a knoWn heat transfer device utilizing an 

evaporation and condensation cycle for transferring heat 
from a hot or heat input region to a cold or heat output region 
of the device With minimum temperature drop. One type of 
heat pipe comprises a closed, pressurized container Within 
Which is a layer of Wicking material extending from the heat 
input region to the heat output region and saturated With a 
compatible vaporizable liquid. The volume interior to the 
closed, pressurized container is pressurized to a ?xed pres 
sure that sets the saturation temperature of the liquid. 
Selection of the vaporizable liquid is based upon its knoWn 
vaporization and condensation characteristics at its satura 
tion pressure and temperature, particularly its vaporization 
and condensation characteristics at the pressure selected for 
the closed, pressurized container. The temperature typical of 
the environment Within Which it is to be used are taken into 
account is selecting the container, liquid and Wicking mate 
rial. Heat applied to the heat input region of the closed, 
pressurized container vaporizes the liquid. The resulting 
vapor moves to the heat output region of the container, 
Where the liquid transfers heat to the Wall of the container 
and condenses to its liquid state. The condensed liquid is 
returned to the heat input region by capillary action in the 
Wicking material. The heating and condensation cycle is 
repeated continuously to maintain a nearly constant tem 
perature Within the heat pipe and a consistent temperature 
relationship betWeen the heat input region and heat output 
region. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

A probe containing temperature and pressure sensors is 
protected from ice buildup by a heat pipe in heat exchange 
relationship With the probe. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional vieW of a gas turbine 
engine having an isothermal sensor; 

FIG. 2 is a schematic side elevation vieW of one embodi 
ment of an isothermal temperature sensor; and 

FIG. 3 is a schematic side elevation vieW of a probe 
incorporating a heat pipe; 

FIG. 4 is a schematic side elevation cross-sectional vieW 
of a probe incorporating a heat pipe; and 

FIG. 5 is a schematic cross-sectional vieW of a heat pipe 
for an isothermal temperature and pressure sensor taken 
along line 5-5 of FIG. 4. 
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2 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 

INVENTION 

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional elevation vieW of a 
gas turbine engine 10, comprising a fan 12, booster 14, 
compressor 16, combustor 18, high pressure turbine 20 and 
loW pressure turbine 22 in axial ?oW communication about 
a longitudinal axis 24. Fan casing 26 is supported by a 
plurality of struts 28 Which extend radially from stator 
component 30. A probe 32 is disposed axially forWard of the 
compressor inlet 34 projecting radially from said stator 
component 30 into the compressor inlet ?oW path shoWn by 
arroW 36. Probe 32 houses sensors for measuring pressure 
and temperature of air entering the engine core ?oW path 
represented by arroWs 36, 38, 40. 42 and 44. During engine 
operation, as shoWn by arroW 46, air is draWn into fan inlet 
48 by fan 12 and splits into fan ?oW 50 exiting fan bypass 
duct 52, as shoWn by arroW 54, and engine core ?oW 
traveling along the engine core path, including booster ?oW, 
shoWn by arroW 36, compressor ?oW, shoWn by arroW 38, 
high pressure turbine ?oW, shoWn by arroW 40, loW pressure 
turbine ?oW, shoWn by arroW 42 and engine exhaust ?oW, 
shoWn by arroW 44. When an aircraft poWered by engine 10 
is operating at certain conditions such as descending at loW 
engine rotational speed, the air temperature and humidity 
tend to cause ice accumulation on the probe 32 Which Would 
interfere With the accuracy of the temperature and pressure 
readings provided by the sensors Within probe 32. Prevent 
ing ice accumulation on the probe improves accuracy of 
sensor readings and avoids damage to compressor blades by 
ice chunks Which may separate from the probe and be draWn 
into the compressor. 

FIG. 2 is a schematic side elevation vieW of probe 32 
comprising a sensor shield 60 supported by pylon 62 sup 
ported by pedestal 64 and ?ange 66 supporting the probe 32. 
Athree-sided shield 68 surrounds temperature sensor 70 and 
is open in the upstream side to expose the temperature sensor 
70 to air ?oW. A shield 72 is disposed upstream of tempera 
ture sensor 70 to protect temperature sensor 70 from 
impingement of any particles entrained in air ?oW entering 
the compressor inlet 34. Shield 72 is connected to three 
sided shield 68 is spaced from three-sided shield 68 by a gap 
74 and secured by pressure line cap 76 to alloW air contact 
With the temperature sensor 70. A pitot pressure inlet port 78 
through shield 72 provides air ?oW to a pressure sensing 
element (not shoWn). The pylon 62 includes a pressure 
?tting 84 for connecting the pitot pressure inlet port 78 to a 
pressure sensing element (not shoWn) and to remote read-out 
devices (not shoWn), a total temperature readout ?tting 86 
and a static pressure ?tting 88. Slots 90 through forWard Wall 
92 of pylon 62 may be used to admit air ?oW to the interior 
of the pylon 62 into contact With a pressure sensing element 

(not shoWn). 
FIG. 3 is a schematic elevation vieW of a compressor inlet 

isothermal temperature and pressure sensor mounted Within 
a probe 32 and supported by a pylon 62 incorporating a heat 
pipe 100. A heat pipe 100 is disposed on the upstream end 
101 of pylon 62 and pedestal 64 and is disposed in heat 
exchange relationship With said probe 32. A ?uid inlet port 
120 and outlet port 122 provide a ?oW path for heated air or 
other ?uid to heat the heat pipe 100. 

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional vieW of the pylon and heat pipe 
structure disposed upstream of the pylon. Heat pipe 100 
comprises closed, pressurized volume 102 including Wall 
section 110 disposed adjacent pylon 62, base Wall 104 
disposed adjacent pedestal 64 and heated Wall surface 108. 
The interior surfaces 112, 114, and 116 of the closed, 
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pressurized volume 102 are covered by Wicking material. 
Heated Wall surface 108 is the outer Wall of a ?uid supply 
tube 118 having inlet port 120 and outlet port 122. A 
vaporizable liquid 124 is disposed Within the closed, pres 
surized volume 102. The vaporizable liquid 124 is selected 
based upon its latent heat of vaporization, surface tension 
and required heat transfer characteristics to maintain the 
sensor surface temperature above the freezing point to 
prevent ice accumulation. 

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional vieW of the heat pipe 100 taken 
along line 5-5 of FIG. 4. The heat pipe 100 has an arcuate 
front Wall 130 and an arcuate aft Wall 132, each of Which has 
Wicking material 134 covering its interior surfaces. A plu 
rality of grooves 136 extending along each surface 138 and 
140 acts as a capillary surface to promote capillary motion 
of the vaporizable liquid Within the heat pipe 100. The heat 
pipe may use other capillary materials, such as fabrics 
compatible With the vaporizable liquid and tolerant of the 
heat conditions and compatible With the vaporizable liquid 
used. 

During operation of the gas turbine engine 10, heated air 
or other ?uid is supplied to ?uid supply tube 118 from a 
source such as a chosen stage of the compressor or from the 
compressor discharge. The heat of the ?uid in ?uid supply 
tube 118, FIG. 4, is transferred across the Wall 144 of ?uid 
supply tube 118 and heated Wall surface 108 and absorbed 
in an evaporator region Within the pedestal 64 to boil the 
vaporizable liquid 124. The boiling creates a vapor Which 
?lls the interior of the closed, pressurized volume 102 of 
heat pipe 100, Which serves as a condenser region, Where the 
vapor condenses and collects on the interior surfaces 112, 
114 and 116, and is draWn by capillary action back to the 
evaporator region adjacent heated Wall surface 108 to con 
tinue the vaporization/condensation cycle. This vaporiza 
tion/condensation cycle maintains the temperature of the 
exterior surface 146 of the heat pipe 100 at an essentially 
constant temperature above freezing and thereby prevents 
ice accumulation. The sensing elements are maintained at a 
temperature Which alloWs accurate readings to be taken. 

While the invention has been described in terms of 
various speci?c embodiments, those skilled in the art Will 
recognize that the invention can be practiced With modi? 
cation Within the spirit and scope of the claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An isothermal temperature and pressure sensor appa 

ratus for a gas turbine engine comprising: 
a pylon; 
a probe supported by said pylon, said probe comprising a 

temperature sensor, a pressure sensor, and a shield 
surrounding said temperature sensor and said pressure 
sensor; 

a heat pipe disposed in heat exchange relationship With an 
upstream end of said pylon; and 
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a ?uid supply tube disposed in heat exchange relationship 

With said heat pipe. 
2. The apparatus of claim 1 Wherein said probe further 

comprises: 
a pressure inlet port though said shield in ?oW commu 

nication With said pressure sensor; and 
a gap in said shield surrounding said temperature sensor. 
3. The apparatus of claim 2 Wherein said heat pipe 

comprises: 
a closed, pressurized volume disposed adjacent said 

upstream end of said pylon; 
a Wicking material disposed upon interior surfaces of said 

closed, pressurized volume; and 
a vaporizable liquid contained Within said closed, pres 

surized volume. 
4. The apparatus of claim 3 Wherein said ?uid supply tube 

includes one Wall in heat exchange relationship With a 
heated Wall section of said closed, pressurized volume. 

5. An isothermal temperature and pressure sensor for a gas 
turbine compressor comprising: 

a pylon projecting from a stator component into a com 
pressor inlet ?oW path and con?gured so that the 
axially forWard surface of said pylon comprises an 
exterior surface of a heat pipe; 

a ?uid supply tube disposed adjacent and in heat exchange 
relationship With one Wall of said closed, pressurized 
volume and having a ?uid inlet port and a ?uid outlet 

Port; 
a probe projecting radially from said pylon into said 

compressor inlet ?oW path; 
a temperature sensor disposed Within said probe; and 
a pressure sensor disposed Within said probe. 
6. The apparatus of claim 5 Wherein said heat pipe 

comprises: 
a closed, pressurized volume con?gured as a heat pipe 

containing a vaporizable liquid and comprising an 
evaporator region and a condenser region and a Wick 
ing material disposed on the interior surface of said 
closed volume. 

7. The apparatus of claim 6 Wherein said Wall of said heat 
supply tube is disposed adjacent and in heat exchange 
relationship With one Wall of said closed, pressurized vol 
ume at an evaporator region of said heat pipe. 

8. A method for deicing a temperature and pressure sensor 
comprising: 

disposing a heat pipe in heat exchange relationship With 
a probe housing a temperature sensor and a pressure 
sensor, Wherein the temperature and pressure sensors 
are surrounded by the same shield; and 

supplying heated ?uid to a ?uid supply tube in heat 
exchange relationship With said heat pipe. 

* * * * * 
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