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RECHARGING UNIT 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation of application Ser. No. 
11/008,051, ?led on Dec. 8, 2004 now US. Pat. No. 
7,086,907, Which is hereby incorporated by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

A variety of recharging units are Well knoWn in the prior 
art. These units typically utiliZe either a recharging base With 
a cord Which plugs into the Wall outlet, or a large and bulky 
recharging base unit Which plugs directly into an outlet. The 
devices Which include a plug and cord attached to a station 
ary charging base are inherently disadvantageous, as the 
cords are susceptible to fraying and failure and the recharg 
ing base Would then typically be placed on a table, desk or 
other surface, thereby limiting the logistical locations for its 
use. For example, in a medical examination or emergency 
treatment area, there may not be a table nearby and any Work 
top space for storing tools and devices may be scarce. 
A second type of recharging units are those Which are 

plugged directly into a Wall electrical outlet. These products, 
hoWever, are typically large, bulky and boxy shaped. When 
inserted into one socket of a tWo socket Wall electrical outlet, 
these units are siZed and shaped such that both sockets are 
blocked by the base and/ or its recharging implement, regard 
less of Whether inserted in the top or bottom socket of the 
outlet. 
What is lacking in the existing art is a recharging unit 

Which is of a shape and con?guration such that When it 
occupies one of the tWo electrical sockets, it does not block, 
but instead permits access to, the second socket. What is also 
lacking in the recharging units in prior art is the capability 
of holding securely a rechargeable implement in an inverted 
position, Which is necessary to leave the top socket open 
When the recharging unit is plugged into the bottom socket. 
What is further lacking in such prior art is the bene?t of 
exploiting recharging units as an advertising means Whereby 
advertising material can be displayed on an outer surface of 
a recharging unit. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a recharging unit Which 
plugs directly into a standard tWo socket Wall electrical 
outlet. More speci?cally, the present invention relates to a 
recharging unit Which is con?gured such that its insertion 
directly into one of the tWo sockets Will not block access to 
the second socket of the outlet. While the present invention 
is contemplated for use, preferably, With a rechargeable 
implement such as a ?ashlight used in a medical examina 
tion room, the possibilities for applicable rechargeable 
implements are limitless. The present invention can be 
con?gured to be used for virtually any cordless rechargeable 
implements, including but not limited to, poWer tools, drills, 
screWdrivers, dental tools, medical examination lights and 
tools and many other handheld implements. 

The present invention also relates to advertising means for 
presenting a business’ message by affording one or more 
surface of the recharging unit for imprinting advertising 
material thereon. 
An advantage of the present invention is to provide a 

recharging unit for one or more rechargeable implements 
Which is con?gured such that When installed directly into 
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2 
one socket of a conventional Wall dual socket electrical 
outlet, the user may still gain full access to the other socket 
as neither the recharging base nor the rechargeable imple 
ment(s) Will block the user’s access. Another advantage of 
the present invention is to provide a recharging unit that can 
securably hold an rechargeable implement in an inverted 
position, Which Would be needed for realiZing ?rst advan 
tage stated above When the recharging unit is plugged into 
the bottom socket of the electrical outlet. 

Still another advantage of this invention is to provide a 
recharging base into Which multiple recharging implements, 
even of different types, may be concurrently inserted for 
recharging. The availability of multiple implements 
improves efficiency and duration of use. 
A further advantage of the invention is to provide an 

advertising means for businesses to display advertising 
material on an outer surface of a recharging unit. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a top front perspective vieW of a recharging unit; 
FIG. 2 is a front elevation vieW of the recharging unit of 

FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a side elevation vieW of the recharging unit of 

FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a top plan vieW of the recharging unit of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 5 is a bottom plan vieW of the recharging unit of FIG. 

1; 
FIG. 6 is a back elevation vieW of the recharging unit of 

FIG. 1; 
FIG. 7 is another top front perspective vieW of the 

recharging unit of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 8 is a top front perspective vieW of an alternative 

embodiment of the recharging unit of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 9 is a top front perspective vieW of the recharging 

unit of FIG. 1, shoWn as it Would be inserted into the top 
socket of a common electrical outlet; and 

FIG. 10 is a top front perspective vieW of the recharging 
unit of FIG. 1, shoWn as it Would be inserted into the bottom 
socket of a common electrical outlet. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

As shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 2, a preferred embodiment of the 
invention is comprised of a recharging base (1) Which 
includes an elongated body section (2), a front face (3) and 
at least one implement recharging ori?ce (4), into Which a 
rechargeable hand held implement (7) Would be inserted for 
recharging. Although the recharging base has been depicted 
as having a horizontal elongated con?guration, the con?gu 
ration contemplated Within the present invention is not so 
limited and may take other shapes as Well. Similarly, 
although the recharging ori?ce (4) has been depicted, pref 
erably, as a circular hole, it may take other geometrical 
shapes, Without contradicting the spirit of the present inven 
tion, to retain rechargeable implements of diverse shapes. 
The functions and means for establishing electrical interface 
betWeen the ori?ce (4) and the rechargeable implement (7) 
for recharging are Well knoWn to those skilled in the art. As 
shoWn in FIGS. 3 through 6, the recharging base (1) also 
includes tWo male electrical prongs (6) projected from the 
rear surface (5). These prongs (6) Will be inserted into one 
socket of a common tWo socket electrical Wall outlet to 
facilitate the recharging cycle. The internal electronics and 
components of such a recharging unit are Well knoWn to 
those skilled in the art. Further, in the preferred embodiment 
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the recharging base may have a signal light (12) located 
preferably next to each of the recharging ori?ce to signal 
Whether the recharging process is under Way. 

The preferred embodiment of the present invention fur 
ther includes one or more rechargeable implements (7) 
Which are inserted into the ori?ce (4) of the base (1) for 
recharging. FIGS. 1 through 7 and FIG. 9 shoW the imple 
ment (7) in the con?guration of a small ?ashlight, of the siZe 
and type commonly used in medical examination rooms. In 
this preferred embodiment, the handheld implement (7) 
further includes a thread (8) formed preferably at the bottom 
end of the implement (7). It Would then matches a detent 
(8-1) formed preferably near the bottom the ori?ce (4) 
shoWn in FIG. 4 When the implement (7) is inserted into the 
ori?ce (4) in order to securably retain the implement (7) 
Within the ori?ce (4) during recharging even in an inverted 
position as shoWn in FIG. 10. Hand held implements, such 
as the exam ?ashlight light, are Well knoWn to those skilled 
in the art. While the ?gures depict the rechargeable imple 
ment as a ?ashlight, the possible scope of implements that 
can be used in this recharging unit may include virtually any 
cordless rechargeable implement, including, but not limited 
to handheld implements such as poWer tools, drills, screW 
drivers, dental tools, and medical examination lights and 
tools, and many other implements. 

FIG. 8 shoWs the rechargeable device in an embodiment 
Which includes tWo hand held implements (7) and (9), 
inserted into tWo ori?ces (4) and (10) of the base (1). Again, 
While FIG. 8 depicts each of the implements as a ?ashlight, 
the invention contemplates embodiments in Which each of 
the tWo or more included implements could be either an 
identical or different type. An example of different imple 
ments Which may be inserted into the recharging base Would 
be one as a ?ashlight and the second as a dental tool. Such 
hand held implements Would be Well knoWn to those skilled 
in the art. 

FIG. 9 shoWs a preferred embodiment of the invention as 
it Would be inserted into the top socket of a common tWo 
socket electrical Wall outlet (11). As shoWn in FIG. 9, When 
the base unit (1) is fully inserted into the top socket and 
implements (7) are inserted into the ori?ce(s) (4) the bottom 
socket is free to accept another plug or electrical device. 

FIG. 10 shoWs a preferred embodiment of the invention 
Where the recharging unit is plugged into the bottom socket 
of the outlet in an inverted orientation. To expose the top 
socket, the rechargeable implement (7) needs to be held 
upside doWn Within the ori?ce (4) during recharging. For 
secure retainment of the implement (7), the preferred 
embodiment uses the thread (8) formed on the implement (7) 
and the matching detent (8-1) formed at the bottom of the 
ori?ce (4). Other means for accomplishing the same pur 
pose, such as frictional ?tting, are Well knoWn in the art and 
also Within the contemplated scope of the present invention. 

In yet another preferred embodiment, advertising or 
graphical material (12) is imprinted on at least one face of 
the base (1). As depicted in FIGS. 1 and 2, the front surface 
(3) Would be an appropriate location for imprinting such 
material. Advertising or graphical materials (12) may also be 
imprinted on the outer surface of the hand held implement 
(7) and/or (9). Imprinting advertising or graphical material 
upon one or more of surfaces of the recharging unit is also 
contemplated by the present invention as an effective 
method of advertising or promotion. 

The preferred embodiment of the present invention fur 
ther includes one or more rechargeable implements (7) 
Which are inserted into the ori?ce (4) of the base (1) for 
recharging. FIGS. 1 through 7 and FIG. 9 shoW the imple 
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4 
ment (7) in the con?guration of a small ?ashlight, of the siZe 
and type commonly used in medical examination rooms. In 
this preferred embodiment, the handheld implement (7) 
further includes a thread (8) formed preferably at he bottom 
end of the implement (7). It Would then matches detent (811) 
formed preferably near the bottom the ori?ce (4) shoWn in 
FIG. 4 When the implement (7) is inserted into the ori?ce (4) 
in order to securably retain the implement (7) Within the 
ori?ce (4) during recharging even in an inverted position as 
shoWn in FIG. 10. Hand held implements, such as the exam 
?ashlight light, are Well knoWn to those skilled in the art. 
While the ?gures depict the rechargable implement as a 
?ashlight, the possible scope of implements that can be used 
in this recharging unit may include virtually any cordless 
rechargeable implement, including, but not limited to hand 
held implements such as poWer tools, drills screWdrivers, 
dental tools, and medical examination lights and tools, and 
many other implements. 

FIG. 10 shoWs a preferred embodiment of the invention 
Where the recharging unit is plugged into the bottom socket 
of the outlet in an inverted orientation. To expose the top 
socket, the rechargeable implement (7) needs to be held 
upside doWn Within the ori?ce (4) during recharging. For 
secure retainment of the implement (7), the preferred 
embodiment uses the thread (8) formed on the implement (7) 
and the matchig detent (811) formed at the bottom of the 
ori?ce (4). Other means for accomplishing the same pur 
pose, such as frictional ?tting, are Well knoWn in the art and 
also Within the contemplated scope of the present invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method of advertising or promotion on a recharging 

unit comprising the steps of: 
(a) preparing said recharging unit comprising: 

(1) a recharging base, 
(2) at least one ori?ce de?ned by at least one outer 

surface of said recharging base, each of said at least 
one ori?ce forming a respective closed periphery on 
the surface Where said ori?ce is de?ned, each of said 
at least one ori?ce being siZed and con?gured to 
receive a rechargeable implement for recharging, 
and further con?gured such that the rechargeable 
implement is securably retainable therein in an 
inverted position during recharging, and 

(3) tWo male electrical prongs protruding from a rear 
surface of said recharging base for insertion into a 
common tWo-socket electrical outlet; and 

(b) imprinting advertising or graphical material on at least 
one outer surface of said recharging unit. 

2. A recharging unit for charging rechargeable imple 
ments, said unit comprising: 

(a) a recharging base having at least one outer surface; 
(b) at least one ori?ce de?ned by the at least one outer 

surface, each of said at least one ori?ce forming a 
respective closed periphery on the surface Where said 
ori?ce is de?ned, each of said at least one ori?ce being 
siZed and con?gured to securably retain therein one of 
the rechargeable implements during recharging, even in 
an inverted position; 

(c) tWo male electrical prongs protruding from a rear 
surface of said recharging base for insertion into a 
common tWo-socket electrical outlet; and 

(d) a status light formed proximate to each of said at least 
one ori?ce for indicating charging status. 

3. The recharging unit as in claim 2, Wherein each of said 
at least one ori?ce has a locking member formed proximate 
a bottom thereof to securably retain one of the rechargeable 
implements thereby. 
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4. The recharging unit as in claim 2, wherein the closed 
periphery of said at least one ori?ce has a substantially 
circular shape. 

5. The recharging unit as in claim 2, Wherein the at least 
one outer surface de?nes at least tWo ori?ces. 

6. The recharging unit as in claim 5, Wherein at least one 
of said at least tWo ori?ces is siZed and shaped differently 
from the rest of said at least tWo ori?ces. 

7. A recharging unit for charging rechargeable imple 
ments, said unit comprising: 

(a) a recharging base having at least one outer surface; 
(b) at least one ori?ce de?ned by the at least one outer 

surface, each of said at least one ori?ce forming a 
respective closed periphery on the surface Where said 
ori?ce is de?ned, each of said at least one ori?ce being 
siZed and con?gured to securably retain therein one of 
the rechargeable implements during recharging, even in 
an inverted position; 

(c) tWo male electrical prongs protruding from a rear 
surface of said recharging base for insertion into a 
common tWo-socket electrical outlet; 

(d) a status light formed proximate to each of said at least 
one ori?ce for indicating charging status; and 

(e) graphical material imprinted on at least one outer 
surface of said recharging base for advertising or pro 
motion. 

8. The recharging unit as in claim 7, Wherein each of said 
at least one ori?ce has a locking member formed proximate 
a bottom thereof to securably retain one of the rechargeable 
implements thereby. 

9. The recharging unit as in claim 7, Wherein the closed 
periphery of said at least one ori?ce has a substantially 
cireular shape. 

10. The recharging unit as in claim 7, Wherein the at least 
one outer surface de?nes at least tWo ori?ces. 

11. The recharging unit as in claim 10, Wherein at least 
one of said at least tWo ori?ces is siZed and shaped differ 
ently from the rest of said at least tWo ori?ces. 

12. A recharging unit comprising: 
(a) at least one rechargeable implement; 
(b) a recharging base having at least one outer surface; 
(c) at least one ori?ce de?ned by the at least one outer 

surface, each of said at least one ori?ce forming a 
respective closed periphery on the surface Where said 
ori?ce is de?ned, each of said at least one ori?ce being 
siZed and con?gured to securably retain therein one of 
said at least one rechargeable implement during 
recharging, even in an inverted position; 

(d) tWo male electrical prongs protruding from a rear 
surface of said recharging base for insertion into a 
common tWo-soeket electrical outlet; 
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(e) a status light formed proximate to each of said at least 

one ori?ce for indicating charging status; and 
(f) graphical material imprinted on at least one outer 

surface of said at least one rechargeable implement for 
advertising or promotion. 

13. The recharging unit as in claim 12, Wherein each of 
said at least one ori?ce has a locking member formed 
proximate a bottom thereof to securably retain one of said at 
least one rechargeable implement thereby. 

14. The recharging unit as in claim 12, Wherein the closed 
periphery of said at least one ori?ce has a substantially 
circular shape. 

15. The recharging unit as in claim 12, Wherein the at least 
one outer surface de?nes at least tWo ori?ces. 

16. The recharging unit as in claim 15, Wherein at least 
one of said at least tWo ori?ces is siZed and shaped differ 
ently from the rest of said at least tWo ori?ces. 

17. A recharging unit for charging rechargeable imple 
ments, said unit comprising: 

(a) a recharging base having at least one outer surface; 
(b) at least one ori?ce de?ned by the at least one outer 

surface, each of said at least one ori?ce forming a 
respective closed periphery on the surface Where said 
ori?ce is de?ned, each of said at least one ori?ce being 
siZed and con?gured to securably retain therein one of 
the rechargeable implements during recharging, even in 
an inverted position; and 

(c) tWo male electrical prongs protruding from a rear 
surface of said recharging base for insertion into a 
common tWo-socket electrical outlet, Wherein said 
recharging base is shaped and said male electrical 
prongs are positioned and oriented on the rear surface 
of said recharging base such that When said recharging 
base is ?tted, With proper orientation, into either of the 
tWo sockets of the electrical outlet, the other socket is 
unblocked by said recharging unit to permit access by 
other electrical instruments. 

18. The recharging unit as in claim 17, Wherein each of 
said at least one ori?ce has a locking member formed 
proximate a bottom thereof to securably retain one of the 
rechargeable implements thereby. 

19. The recharging unit as in claim 17, Wherein the closed 
periphery of said at least one ori?ce has a substantially 
circular shape. 

20. The recharging unit as in claim 17, Wherein the at least 
one outer surface de?nes at least tWo ori?ces. 

21. The recharging unit as in claim 20, Wherein at least 
one of said at least tWo ori?ces is siZed and shaped differ 
ently from the rest of said at least tWo ori?ces. 


