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the reference axis. 
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PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICE 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates generally to a personal 
?otation device, and more particularly to one adapted for use 
by infants. 

BACKGROUND OF THE ART 

Many life vests and personal ?otation devices have been 
developed in the past, all of Which generally have the same 
common purpose of keeping a Wearer a?oat in a body of 
Water. HoWever, many existing personal ?otation devices 
are intended for, or at least best suited for use by, adults. 
Thus, many so-called children’s personal ?otation devices 
are often merely scaled-doWn versions of larger adult per 
sonal ?otation devices, and therefore are not purpose 
designed for the needs for such small infants. 
Some attempts have been made to provide a personal 

?otation device that is suited for children. For example, US. 
Pat. No. 3,956,786 issued May 18, 1976; US. Pat. No. 
5,030,153 issued Jul. 9, 1991; US. Pat. No. 5,766,114 issued 
Jun. 16, 1998; US. Pat. No. 5,775,967 issued Jul. 7, 1998; 
US. Pat. No. 5,951,348 issued Sep. 14, 1999; US. Pat. No. 
6,447,353 issued Sep. 10, 2002; and US. Pat. No. 6,582,266 
issued Jun. 24, 2003, all disclose various personal ?otation 
device designs intended for use by children. HoWever, these 
designs all have various constraints and/or Weaknesses for 
Which improvement is desired. 

Accordingly, an improved personal ?otation device par 
ticularly suited to infants is sought. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide an 
improved personal ?otation device, particularly one suited 
for infants. 

In one aspect, the present invention provides a personal 
?otation device comprising: a buoyant main ?otation mem 
ber including a ?otation portion adapted to overlay an upper 
region of a Wearer’s chest and a rear ?otation portion 
adapted to overlay an upper region of the Wearer’ s back, said 
front ?otation portion being joined With said rear ?otation 
portion along a transverse top edge of the personal ?otation 
device adapted to overlay shoulders of the Wearer, a seat 
portion adapted to extend betWeen the Wearer’s legs and 
having a ?xed end thereof permanently engaged With one of 
said front and rear ?otation portions at a remote end thereof 
and the seat portion having an opposed free end having 
fastening means thereon for removably fastening said free 
end to the other of said front and rear ?otation portions at an 
opposed remote end thereof, the seat portion in a fastened 
con?guration retaining the front and rear ?otation portions 
adjacent the upper region of the Wearer’s chest and back 
respectively, the seat portion being substantially free of 
buoyant materials relative to said main ?otation member; at 
least one fastening strap being releasably fastenable to retain 
the main ?otation member in place on the Wearer; and 
Wherein a majority of buoyancy provided by said personal 
?otation device is disposed above a horizontally extending 
reference axis Which corresponds to a center of gravity of the 
Wearer. 

In another aspect, the present invention provides a per 
sonal ?otation device comprising a buoyant main ?otation 
member fastenable to a user and including a rear ?otation 
portion adapted to overlay an upper region of a Wearer’s 
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2 
back and a front ?otation portion adapted to overlay an 
upper region of a Wearer’s chest, the rear ?otation portion 
having lateral side portions spaced apart by a central portion, 
the lateral side portions producing a greater buoyancy than 
the central portion for stabiliZing the personal ?otation 
device in a lateral direction, the rear ?otation portion and the 
front ?otation portion respectively extending a ?rst and a 
second distance aWay from a transversely extending top 
edge of the personal ?otation device intermediately disposed 
betWeen said front and rear ?otation portions and adapted to 
overlay shoulders of the Wearer, said rear ?otation portion 
having a transversal Width greater than that of said front 
?otation portion, said transversal Width increasing from a 
remote end of said front ?otation portion to an opposed 
remote end of said rear ?otation portion. 

Further details of these and other aspects of the present 
invention Will be apparent from the detailed description and 
?gures included beloW. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Reference is noW made to the accompanying ?gures 
depicting aspects of the present invention, in Which: 

FIG. 1 is a front perspective vieW of the personal ?otation 
device in accordance With one aspect of the present inven 
tion, the ?otation device being shoWn strapped in place on 
an infant; 

FIG. 2 is a rear perspective vieW of the personal ?otation 
device of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of the personal ?otation 
device of FIG. 1, shoWn laid out; 

FIG. 4 is a rear perspective vieW of a personal ?otation 
device in accordance With another embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 5 is a rear perspective vieW of a personal ?otation 
device in accordance With yet another embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 6a is a perspective vieW of another embodiment of 
the personal ?otation device of the present invention, shoWn 
laid open; 

FIG. 6b is a perspective vieW of the personal ?otation 
device of FIG. 6a, shoWn strapped in place on an infant; and 

FIG. 7 is a schematic top plan vieW of a main ?otation 
member of the personal ?otation device of FIG. 1. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

The present invention relates generally to a personal 
?otation device (PFD), particularly one adapted and suited 
for infants, babies, and/or small children. Thus, the disclosed 
embodiment of the PFD of the present invention Will be 
generally described herein as being Worn by an “infant”, 
hoWever the term “infant” as used herein is de?ned as 
including small children, babies, toddlers, and the like. In a 
preferred embodiment, the PFD of the present invention is 
adapted to be Worn by infants less than 2 years old, and can 
be even Worn by infants less than one year old. The PFD 
device of the present invention is therefore adapted for use 
by infants up to about 40 lbs, and is also adapted for infants 
less than 15 lbs. HoWever it is to be understood that a 
slightly scaled up or scaled doWn version could be similarly 
used to accommodate slightly older or younger children 
respectively. Thus, While the present invention Was devel 
oped particularly for infants, a larger PFD could be provided 
for use by adult Wearers Without departing from the scope of 
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the present invention. The term Wearer is used herein to 
de?ne any such user of the PFD. 

Referring to FIG. 1, the PFD 3 is shown attached to an 
infant 11 for use to keep the infant a?oat in a body of Water. 
The PFD 3 is particularly adapted to keep the infant’s head 
Well out of the Water and to maintain the infant in a 
substantially vertical ?oating position in the Water. This 
differs from many children’s life jackets of the prior art, 
Which typically aim to maintain the child on his or her back 
in a slightly reclined ?oating position. By maintaining the 
infant in a substantially vertical position When in the Water, 
the child’s general aWareness of the surroundings is 
increased, thus keeping them in greater contact, particularly 
visually, With their environment. This alloWs the very young 
infant to become more quickly accustomed to the Water and 
helps makes their sWimming experience more enjoyable and 
less frightening, particularly for a child’s ?rst exposure to 
relatively large bodies of Water. The PFD 3 accordingly 
keeps the infant in a relatively stable vertical position With 
their head Well out of the Water. Further, as the PFD 3 
doesn’t have any arm holes or legs holes, the infant’s limbs 
are able to move freely, ensuring an ease of movement 
Which makes the infant more comfortable in the Water. 

Referring in more detail to FIG. 1, the PFD 3 includes 
generally a main ?otation member 12 Which includes a front 
?otation portion 14 adapted, When in use, to overlay an 
upper region of the Wearer’s chest, and a rear ?otation 
portion 16 Which is adapted to overlay an upper region of the 
Wearer’s back. The front ?otation portion 14 is split into tWo 
separate portions by a centrally disposed frontal opening 24 
de?ning the pair of front ?otation portions 14 Which can be 
separated and spaced apart for installation of the PFD When 
the transversal main fastening strap 20 is disengaged. The 
frontal opening 24 communicates With a generally circular 
neck receiving opening 26 through Which the Wearer’s head 
and neck extend When the PFD is in use. The neck receiving 
opening 26 is at least partially circumscribed by a relatively 
stilf “anti-shock” collar portion 28 Which is adapted to 
protect and support the sides and rear regions of the Wearer’ s 
neck, as Well as helping to provide support for the infant’s 
head. Very yonng infants, such as those under the age of 7 
months, generally have undeveloped neck muscles and 
therefore their relatively heavy heads require extra support, 
particularly in a rocking boat or When ?oating freely in the 
Water. Thus, the protective collar 28 helps support the 
infant’s head and neck in an upright position. The front 
edges of the protective collar 28 preferably open slightly 
outWards in order to nevertheless provide su?icient room for 
the infant’s jaW and cheeks While still supporting the neck. 
The pair of front ?otation portions 14 are joined With the rear 
?otation portion 16 along a transverse top edge 22 Which is 
adapted to overlay the shoulders of the Wearer. 

The main ?otation member 12 provides most of the 
buoyancy of the PFD and is preferably made up of a single 
buoyant structure Which comprises the front ?otation por 
tions 14 and the rear ?otation portion 16 Which are integrally 
joined together along the transverse top edge 22. As best 
seen in FIGS. 3 and 6a, the main ?otation member 12 
de?nes a generally truncated triangular perimeter, Wherein 
the rear ?otation portion has a transversal Width Which is 
greater than a combined transversal Width of the front 
?otation portions 14. Preferably, the transversal Width 
increases from a remote end of the front ?otation portion to 
an opposed remote end of the rear ?otation portion. 

The transverse top edge 22 located at the intersection of 
the rear ?otation portion 16 and the front ?otation portions 
14 de?nes therethrough a transversely extending axis 25 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

4 
disposed betWeen the front and rear ?otation portions and 
adapted to overlay the shoulders of the Wearer. The trans 
verse top edge 22 preferably has less buoyancy generating 
?otation material therein than said front and rear ?otation 
portions. The rear ?otation portion and the front ?otation 
portions respectively extend a ?rst and a second distance 
aWay from this transversely extending axis 25, thereby 
de?ning lengths of the ?otation portions Which extend 
doWnWard over the front and back of the Wearer. Preferably, 
the front ?otation portions 14 are longer than the rear 
?otation portion 16, namely that the second distance is 
greater then the ?rst distance. Preferably the second distance 
(of the front ?otation portions) is less than tWice the ?rst 
distance (of the rear ?otation portion). The front ?otation 
portion de?nes a ?rst partial buoyancy and said rear ?otation 
portion de?nes a second partial buoyancy. The ?rst and 
second partial buoyancies are at least substantially counter 
balancing, Which helps maintain the user Wearing the PFD 
in a substantially vertical position (i.e. fore-aft) When ?oat 
ing in the Water. The ?rst and second partial buoyancies are 
hoWever more preferably substantially equivalent to each 
other. Substantially equivalent as used in this sense is 
intended to mean approximately similar to each other, 
hoWever it is understood that slight differences betWeen the 
?rst and second partial buoyancies can occur While never 
theless permitting the partial buoyancies to counterbalance 
one another. In contrast, most prior art personal ?otation 
devices are signi?cantly biased toWards the rear or the front 
(typically toWards the rear such that the infant is maintained 
?oating on their back), and as such any partial buoyancies 
provided by the front and rear portions of such prior art 
devices are drastically different. 
The pair of ?otation elements of the front ?otation portion 

14 are joined With the rear ?otation portion 16 along the 
transversely extending axis 25. Thus, the PFD 10 leaves the 
arms and legs of the Wearer completely free to move Without 
obstruction. The PFD is ?xed in place on the Wearer by at 
least one fastening strap 20 Which has interconnectable ?rst 
and second strap portions each ?xed at the rear ends thereof 
to a rear part of the PFD, preferably the rear panel portion 
40 described in further detail beloW. The free ends of each 
of the ?rst and second strap portions are therefore able to 
extend around the front ?otation portions 14 in opposite 
directions and are fastenable together, preferably at the 
center of the ?rst ?otation portions, by a fastening clip, 
buckle, or similar strap fastening means. 
A seat portion 18 of the PFD 10 extends betWeen the 

Wearer’s legs to interconnect the front and rear parts of the 
PFD. Accordingly, relative movement of the buoyant main 
?otation member 12 and the Wearer is limited by the seat 
portion 18 Which helps to retain the PFD in place on the 
infant. As seen in FIGS. 1 and 2, the seat portion 18 includes 
a panel 15 Which has a rear end 17 ?xed in place to the rear 
panel portion 40 and Which extends forWard betWeen the 
Wearer’s legs such that the free end 19 thereof may be 
releasably fastened to the remote loWer ends of the front 
?otation portions 14 by a fastening means 32. As shoWn in 
more detail in FIG. 3, the fastening means 32 for releasably 
fastening the front end 19 of the seat portion 18 to the front 
?otation portions 14 includes a pair of straps 35 having clip 
elements 37 on the ends thereof Which are engageable for 
releasable fastening With corresponding clips 33 disposed on 
an inner surface 13 of the front ?otation portions 14. 
The seat portion 18 of the PFD 10 securely maintains the 

PFD 10 in place on the infant and helps prevent the infant 
from sliding through the neck opening 26 in the main 
?otation member 12. This also helps to keep the infant in a 
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seated position Within the PFD Which, in combination With 
the features of the PFD Which maintain its substantially 
vertical ?oating position in the Water, help keep the infant in 
a comfortable and secure position. 

Referring back to FIG. 2, the rear panel portion 40 is ?xed 
to the loWer ends of the rear ?otation portion 16 and extends 
doWnWard therefrom such that the rear panel portion 40 is 
adapted to overlay the Wearer’s loWer back. Preferably, the 
rear panel portion 40 is completely free of buoyancy gen 
erating ?otation material, hoWever at least any buoyancy 
provided by the rear panel portion 40 is minimal relative to 
the rear ?otation portion 16 and front ?otation portions 14 of 
the main ?otation member 12. Thus, a majority of the 
buoyancy provided by the PFD 10 is disposed above a 
horizontally extending reference axis 30 Which is located 
proximate the loWer remote ends of the front ?otation 
portions 14 and is adapted to correspond substantially to a 
center of gravity of the Wearer, disposed proximate the navel 
of the user. Preferably, more than 70% of the buoyancy 
provided by the PFD 10 is disposed above the horizontally 
extending reference axis 30. More preferably still, at least 
about 80% of the buoyancy provided by the PFD of the 
present invention is disposed above this reference axis. 
Preferably, at least 80% of the buoyancy provided by the 
PFD 10 is disposed betWeen the Wearer’s ears, located near 
the protective collar 28, and the Wearer’s thorax, Which 
corresponds approximately to the vertical elevation of the 
main fastening strap 20. 
As seen in FIG. 2, at least one ballast Weight 44 is 

preferably provided on the PFD 10, and is preferably dis 
posed on the rear panel portion 40 thereof beloW the 
horizontally extending reference axis 30. In the embodiment 
depicted in FIGS. 2 and 3, three such ballast Weights 44 are 
provided and integrally formed Within the rear panel portion 
40, the ballast Weights 44 being nevertheless located beloW 
the reference axis 30 and proximate the loWer back region of 
the Wearer. While the PFD 10 may not comprise any such 
ballast Weights, these are preferably included in order to help 
maintain the substantially vertical position of the infant in 
the Water. Thus, the loW-placed ballast Weights counteract 
the high-placed ?otation members, causing a naturally self 
righting and self-stabilizing PFD. This is particularly useful 
for PFDs adapted for use by infants, as very young children 
tend to have relatively heavy heads and relatively buoyant 
loWer bodies at least partially caused by the relatively high 
level of fatty tissue in the legs of infants. Further, very young 
children may often be Wearing diapers in the Water, Which 
further increase the buoyancy of the loWer half of their 
bodies. This makes for a potentially dangerous natural 
combination, and therefore a PP having ballast Weights 44 
located beloW the reference axis 30 counterbalances the 
buoyancy of the main ?otation member 12 Which is disposed 
relatively high on the Wearer. Therefore, the ballast Weights 
44 help maintain the infant 11 Wearing the PFD 10 in a 
generally vertical position in the Water, and further enable 
reduction of the overall buoyancy and therefore volume of 
the main ?otation member 12. While the ballast Weights 44 
may be eliminated, to compensate and ensure similar sta 
bility the size and Width of the ?otation portions of the main 
?otation member Would likely have to be increased in order 
to provide similar stability. Although the ballast Weights 44 
are preferably ?xed in place, a displaceable ballast Weight is 
also possible, for example a solid Weight Which can slide 
Within a larger pocket enclosed Within the rear panel portion 
or alternatively a pouch ?lled With a liquid ballast. 
As seen in FIG. 2, the rear ?otation portion 16 of the main 

?otation member 12 has a lateral Width Which is preferably 
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6 
larger than the shoulders of the Wearer, and comprises a 
central portion 34 and larger depending lateral side portions 
32 Which provide a greater buoyancy than the central portion 
34 and are spaced apart and disposed on either side thereof. 
Alternately, the lateral side portions 32 and the central 
portion 34 may be of equal size if the lateral side portions are 
composed of a material having greater buoyancy than that 
Which constitutes the central portion 34. By providing 
greater buoyancy toWard the lateral edges of at least the rear 
?otation portion 16 of the main ?otation member 12, the 
PFD is further stabilized in a lateral direction. This helps 
permit the PFD 10 to rapidly return to a central vertical 
position. Such lateral stability may also be provided Without 
having lateral side portions 32 of greater buoyancy than the 
central portion 34, by simply extending the Width of the 
?otation portion. 
As can be seen in FIGS. 1 and 2, the front and rear 

?otation portions of the main ?otation member 12 are 
located high up relative to the Wearer, such that the buoyant 
?otation portions are disposed relatively close to the head of 
the infant 11. Generally, the higher the buoyant ?otation 
members are located, the greater the tendency for the PFD 
to keep the infant’s head out of the Water. 

Referring noW to FIG. 3, the PFD 10 is shoWn in a fully 
disassembled or laid out position. The PFD 10 may thus be 
laid ?at on the ground in order to easily permit the PFD to 
be installed and secured to the infant. Once laid ?at as shoWn 
in FIG. 3, the infant may then be laid on his or her back in 
position overtop thereof, such that the infant’s bottom is 
aligned With the seat portion 18. The pair of front ?otation 
members 14 may then be raised up and over the shoulders 
of the infant and secured to the straps 35 by mating the clip 
fasteners 37 and 33. The main fastening strap 20 can then be 
Wrapped around the front surface of the front ?otation 
portions 14 and fastened together in place in front of the 
infant, thereby securing the PFD 10 in place on the infant. 
All fastening straps may then be further adjusted and tight 
ened as required to ensure a secure and snug ?t. 
As shoWn in FIGS. 6a and 6b, in a slight alternate 

embodiment, the PFD 10 may further comprise an additional 
internal fastening strap 50, located Within the PFD, in order 
to more securely still fasten the infant in place thereWithin. 
The additional fastening strap 50 is preferably ?xed to an 
inner surface of the rear panel portion 40 and includes at 
least a transversely extending portion 51 thereof Which can 
be Wrapped around the central torso of the infant and 
fastened in place using a clip member 52. This additional 
internal fastening strap 50 may be used to provide further 
assurance that the infant Will remain securely in place Within 
the PFD 10 and eliminate any possibility for unWanted 
movement of the infant thereWithin, such as vertical dis 
placement through the neck opening 26. The internally 
mounted additional or secondary fastening strap 50 therefore 
permits the PFD 10 to be fastened to the Wearer, preferably 
independently of the main fastening strap 20 on the exterior 
of the PFD. The interior secondary fastening strap 50 may 
also include shoulder strap portions 54 Which extend 
upWards from the transverse portion 51 and over the shoul 
ders of the Wearer. The shoulder strap portions 54 of the 
internal fastening strap 50 may be ?xed at their remote end 
to the clip buckle fasteners 33 on the inner surface of the 
front ?otation members 14, thereby simplifying the instal 
lation of the fastening strap 50 to the Wearer. The main outer 
fastening strap 20 is not depicted in FIG. 6b. While this has 
been done principally for improved draWing clarity, it nev 
ertheless remains possible that the external main fastening 
strap 20 may in fact be disposed of When the internal 
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fastening strap 50 provides su?iciently secure attachment to 
engage the PFD to the Wearer. Preferably, however, the main 
fastening strap 20 is provided regardless. 

Referring noW to FIGS. 4 and 5 depicting alternate 
embodiments of the present invention, namely PFDs 110 
and 210 respectively Which are similar to the PFD 10 
previously described, but Which have alternate ballast 
Weight con?gurations. Particularly, FIG. 4 depicts a PFD 
110 Which includes a horizontal Waist belt 146 having a 
plurality of small ballast Weights 144 thereabout. The Weight 
belt 144 may be fastened to the rear panel portion 40 at the 
rear of the PFD and may in fact serve as the main fastening 
strap Which circumscribes the entire PFD and fastens at the 
front thereof to secure the device in place on the Wearer. In 
place of the relatively Wide material strip 15 of the seat 
portion 18 of the PFD 10, the seat portion 118 of the PFD 
100 comprises instead a pair of straps 115, Which are spaced 
apart and fastened to the rear panel portion 40 and extend 
betWeen the legs of the Wearer. The straps 115 have forWard 
ends thereof Which are releasably fastenable to the front 
?otation portions of the main ?otation member 12. A plu 
rality of ballast Weights 144 may also be disposed along the 
seat straps 115 of the seat portion 118. 

FIG. 5 depicts an alternate embodiment, Wherein the PFD 
210 includes a Weight belt 246 Which extends around the 
PFD and includes a plurality of large ballast Weights 244 
thereon. The ballast Weights 244 may be displaceable along 
the belt strap 246 such that the location of the Weight can be 
disposed as required in order to best stabiliZe the Wearer 
When ?oating in the Water. The seat portion 218 of the PFD 
210 similarly includes a pair of seat straps 215 Which are 
fastened to the rear panel portion 40 and extend forWard 
betWeen the user’s legs for engagement With the front 
?otation portions. The seat straps 215 are generally free of 
ballast Weights, Which are all disposed on the Weight belt 
246 in this embodiment. 

Referring to FIG. 7, the main ?otation member 12 is 
schematically depicted such that its generally triangular 
perimeter shape is clearly evident, in Which the combined 
transversal Width of the front ?otation portion 14 is less than 
that of the rear ?otation portion 16, and the transversal Width 
generally gradually increases from front to back thereof. As 
described above, this Wider rear portion of the main ?otation 
member permits improved stability in the Water. The trans 
versely extending axis 25, Which passes through the trans 
verse top edge 22 de?ned at the junction of the front ?otation 
portions 14 and the rear ?otation portion 16, intersects the 
neck receiving opening 26 and is adapted to overlay the 
shoulders of the Wearer. The main ?otation member 12, 
folded generally along the transversely extending axis 25 
When in place on a Wearer as depicted in FIG. 1, therefore 
generally forms a “shoulder-pad” type of structure Which 
covers the Wearer’s shoulders, upper back region and upper 
thoracic region. Preferably, a ?oating foam material com 
prises the buoyancy generating material Within the main 
?otation member 12, Which is preferably formed of a single 
piece to create the main ?otation member 12. The front and 
rear ?otation portions 14 and 16 may hoWever have a greater 
volume, and therefore provide more buoyancy, than the 
central regions of the main ?otation member therebetWeen 
along the transverse top edge 22 thereof. 

The above description is meant to be exemplary only, and 
one skilled in the art Will recogniZe that changes may be 
made to the embodiments described Without department 
from the scope of the invention disclosed. Still other modi 
?cations Which fall Within the scope of the present invention 
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Will be apparent to those skilled in the art, in light of a revieW 
of this disclosure, and such modi?cations are intended to fall 
Within the appended claims. 
The invention claimed is: 
1. A personal ?otation device comprising a buoyant main 

?otation member fastenable to a Wearer and including a rear 
?otation portion adapted to overlay an upper region of the 
Wearer’s back and a front ?otation portion adapted to 
overlay an upper region of the Wearer’s chest, said rear 
?otation portion and said front ?otation portion respectively 
extending a ?rst and a second distance aWay from a trans 
versely extending top edge of the personal ?otation device 
intermediately disposed betWeen said front and rear ?otation 
portions and adapted to overlay shoulders of the Wearer, the 
front ?otation portion including a pair of ?otation elements 
Which are separated by a frontal opening extending said 
second distance of said front ?otation portion and Which 
communicates With a neck receiving opening de?ned along 
said transversely extending top edge, said rear ?otation 
portion having a transversal Width greater than that of said 
front ?otation portion, said transversal Width increasing 
from a remote end of said front ?otation portion to an 
opposed remote end of said rear ?otation portion. 

2. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 1, 
Wherein said front ?otation portion de?nes a ?rst partial 
buoyancy and said rear ?otation portion de?nes a second 
partial buoyancy, the ?rst and second partial buoyancies 
being substantially counterbalancing such that the Wearer is 
maintained substantially vertically When ?oating in Water. 

3. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 2, 
Wherein the ?rst and second partial buoyancies are substan 
tially equivalent. 

4. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 1, 
Wherein said second distance is greater than said ?rst 
distance. 

5. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 4, 
Wherein said second distance is less than tWice said ?rst 
distance. 

6. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 1, 
Wherein the front ?otation portion is joined With said rear 
?otation portion along said transversely extending top edge. 

7. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 1, 
Wherein a rear panel portion is ?xed to said rear ?otation 
portion and extends therefrom for overlaying the Wearer’s 
loWer back, the rear panel portion being substantially free of 
buoyant material relative to said main ?otation member. 

8. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 7, 
further comprising at least one ballast Weight disposed on 
said rear panel portion. 

9. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 1, 
Wherein said rear ?otation portion has lateral side portions 
spaced apart by a central portion, said lateral side portions 
producing a greater buoyancy than said central portion and 
stabilizing the personal ?otation device in a lateral direction. 

10. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 9, 
Wherein said lateral side portions de?ne a greater volume 
than said central portion. 

11. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 1, 
Wherein a seat portion extends betWeen said front ?otation 
portion and said rear ?otation portion and is adapted to pass 
betWeen the Wearer’s legs, the seat portion having a ?xed 
end thereof permanently engaged With one of said front and 
rear ?otation portions and an opposed free end having a 
fastening member thereon for removably fastening said free 
end to the other of said front and rear ?otation portions. 

12. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 11, 
Wherein said neck receiving opening is siZed such that a 
looser ?t With the Wearer’s neck is provided, said seat 
portion ensuring that the personal ?otation device is securely 
engaged to the Wearer. 
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13. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 1, 
Wherein said buoyant main ?otation member de?nes a 
buoyancy distribution such that a majority of buoyancy 
provided by said personal ?otation device is disposed above 
a horizontally extending reference axis Which corresponds 
substantially to a center of gravity of the Wearer. 

14. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 13, 
Wherein the horizontally extending reference axis is dis 
posed proximate to loWer ends of said front ?otation por 
tions Which are adapted to be disposed above a navel of the 
Wearer. 

15. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 13, 
Wherein more than 70% of the buoyancy provided by said 
personal ?otation device is disposed above said reference 
axis. 

16. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 1, 
Wherein said neck receiving opening is at least partially 
circumscribed by a neck-supporting collar portion protrud 
ing from said front and rear ?otation members for support 
ing the Wearer’s head and neck in an upright position. 

17. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 1, 
Wherein at least one fastening strap is releasably fastenable 
to retain the main ?otation member in place on the Wearer, 
said at least one fastening strap including a main fastening 
strap having at least a portion thereof ?xed to one of said 
front and rear ?otation portions. 

18. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 1, 
Wherein at least one fastening strap is releasably fastenable 
to retain the main ?otation member in place on the Wearer, 
said at least one fastening strap including an inner fastening 
strap disposed Within the personal ?otation device and ?xed 
to an inner surface thereof, the inner fastening strap being 
adapted to extend around at least a portion of the Wearer and 
being fastenable to retain the personal ?otation device in 
place thereon. 

19. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 1, 
Wherein said front ?otation member and said rear ?otation 
member are integrally joined along said transverse top edge 
to form a single main ?otation member. 

20. A personal ?otation device comprising a buoyant main 
?otation member fastenable to a Wearer and including a rear 
?otation portion adapted to overlay an upper region of a 
Wearer’s back and a front ?otation portion adapted to 
overlay an upper region of a Wearer’s chest, the front 
?otation portion including a pair of ?otation elements Which 
are separated by a frontal opening extending a complete 
length of said front ?otation portion and Which communi 
cates With a neck receiving opening de?ned along a trans 
versely extending top edge of the personal ?otation device, 
said rear ?otation portion being comprised of central and 
lateral side portions, the lateral side portions being located 
on either side of the central portion and providing greater 
buoyancy toWard lateral edges of the rear ?otation portion 
than said central portion, said lateral side portions stabilizing 
the personal ?otation device in a lateral direction, and 
Wherein said rear ?otation portion has a transversal Width 
greater than that of said front ?otation portion, said trans 
versal Width increasing from a remote end of said front 
?otation portion to an opposed remote end of said rear 
?otation portion. 

21. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 20, 
Wherein said lateral side portions of said rear ?otation 
portion de?ne a greater volume than said central portion 
thereof. 

22. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 20, 
Wherein at least one ballast Weight is disposed on a portion 
of said personal ?otation device beloW a horizontally 
extending reference axis of the personal ?otation device 
Which corresponds substantially to a center of gravity of the 
Wearer. 
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23. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 22, 

Wherein said buoyant main ?otation member de?nes a 
buoyancy distribution such that a majority of buoyancy 
provided by said personal ?otation device is disposed above 
said horizontally extending reference axis. 

24. Apersonal ?otation device comprising a buoyant main 
?otation member fastenable to a Wearer and including a rear 
?otation portion adapted to overlay an upper region of a 
Wearer’s back and a front ?otation portion adapted to 
overlay an upper region of a Wearer’s chest, said rear 
?otation portion and said front ?otation portion respectively 
extending a ?rst and a second distance aWay from a trans 
versely extending top edge of the personal ?otation device 
intermediately disposed betWeen said front and rear ?otation 
portions and adapted to overlay shoulders of the Wearer, the 
front ?otation portion including a pair of ?otation elements 
Which are separated by a frontal opening extending said 
second distance of said front ?otation portion and Which 
communicates With a neck receiving opening de?ned along 
said transversely extending top edge, said front ?otation 
portion having an upper transversal Width proximate said 
transversely extending top edge that is greater than a loWer 
transversal Width proximate a remote end of said front 
?otation portion, Wherein a seat portion extends betWeen 
said front ?otation portion and said rear ?otation portion and 
is adapted to pass betWeen the Wearer’s legs, the seat portion 
having a ?xed end thereof permanently engaged With one of 
said front and rear ?otation portions and an opposed free end 
having a fastening member thereon for removably fastening 
said free end to the other of said front and rear ?otation 
portions. 

25. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 24, 
Wherein said buoyant main ?otation member de?nes a 
buoyancy distribution such that a majority of buoyancy 
provided by said personal ?otation device is disposed above 
a horizontally extending reference axis of the personal 
?otation device Which corresponds substantially to a center 
of gravity of the Wearer, and Wherein at least one ballast 
Weight is disposed on said personal ?otation device beloW 
said horizontally extending reference axis such as to coun 
terbalance said majority of buoyancy. 

26. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 24, 
Wherein said rear ?otation portion is comprised of a central 
and tWo lateral side portions, the lateral side portions being 
located on either side of the central portion and providing 
greater buoyancy toWard lateral edges of the rear ?otation 
portion than said central portion, said lateral side portions 
stabilizing the personal ?otation device in a lateral direction. 

27. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 26, 
Wherein said central and lateral side portions de?ne a 
stepped rear edge of the rear ?otation portion. 

28. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 26, 
Wherein said lateral side portions de?ne a greater volume 
than said central portion. 

29. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 24, 
Wherein said neck receiving opening is at least partially 
circumscribed by a neck-supporting collar portion protrud 
ing from said front and rear ?otation members for support 
ing the Wearer’s head and neck in an upright position. 

30. The personal ?otation device as de?ned in claim 24, 
Wherein more than 70% of the buoyancy provided by said 
personal ?otation device is disposed above said reference 
axis. 


