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quency, are converted into a compound signal having a 
frame structure With a common data rate. At the receiving 
end, each individual tributary signal is retrieved from the 
compound signal With its initial frequency. A phase infor 
mation signal portion including a respective phase difference 
between each tributary signal and the compound signal is 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR 
TRANSMITTING AND RECIEVING 
MULTIPLEX TRIBUTARY SIGNALS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

This application claims the bene?t of priority from cor 
responding European Application Serial No. 013052121, 
?led Jun. 15, 2001. 

1. Technical Field 
The invention relates to a method and an apparatus for 

transmitting and receiving a plurality of individual tributary 
signals in multiplex form via a common line. 

2. Background of the Invention 
A data line can carry a plurality of signals originating 

from a plurality of individual sources. In practice, a plurality 
of signals of nominally the same frequency termed “tribu 
tary signals” are multiplexed and transmitted via the com 
mon line as a “compound signal”. The multiplexed signals 
are mapped into the compound signal that has a frame 
structure and is of a higher data rate than the sum of the 
tributary frequencies. The compound signal is received at 
the receiver and is demultiplexed. The individual tributary 
signals so obtained should be identical to the original 
tributary signals before being multiplexed at the transmitter. 
This means that the frequency of each demultiplexed tribu 
tary signal (“the recovered clock”) should be identical to the 
frequency of the original signal. 

In order to adapt to the common data rate of the com 
pound signal, additional bits are used. This offers the pos 
sibility to transmit initial tributary signals of somewhat 
different frequencies. Some of the additional bits are used to 
transmit control information needed for the rate adaptation 
of these tributary signals. Some of the additional bits can 
also be used to transmit some other additional information. 
The additional bits are put in a ?xed position into the framed 
compound signal. Rate adaptation is made by a stu?ing 
procedure. To that end, gaps are provided in ?xed frame 
positions, Wherein information data can be inserted, or 
Which can be left empty. When the initial tributary frequency 
is loWer than the nominal rate, these gaps remain empty 
(positive stu?ing). When the initial tributary frequency is 
higher than the nominal rate, some of the bits are inserted in 
the empty positions (negative stu?ing). The tributary signals 
Which are adapted in rate, are multiplexed, that is, the bits or 
bytes of the signals are interleaved and transmitted to the 
receiver through the common line. For recovering the tribu 
tary signals at the receiver, the signals are demultiplexed. 
For recovering the frequency or clock, phase information 
transmitted With the compound signal is used, namely the 
phase difference betWeen the compound signal and the 
tributary signal. This phase difference is transmitted in the 
gaps provided in the ?xed frame positions and causes no 
signi?cant harm. HoWever, the stuffing information results 
in a rough quantiZation of the phase, Which causes Wander 
and jitter of the recovered frequency or clock. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Wander and jitter in a compound signal are reduced 
according to the principles of the invention. According to 
one illustrative embodiment, the phase difference betWeen 
the compound signal and the tributary signal is accurately 
calculated in the transmitter. This calculated phase differ 
ence is coded preferably by a binary number and is trans 
mitted in dedicated bytes of the compound line signal. In the 
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2 
receiver, the initial frequency of each tributary signal is 
recovered using the transmitted phase information. The 
accurate calculation of the phase difference is obtained by 
using an auxiliary clock at the transmitter. Furthermore, the 
mean value of the phase difference is calculated for a ?xed 
time interval Where the mean value is obtained by an 
integrator. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

A more complete understanding of the invention may be 
obtained from consideration of the folloWing detailed 
description of the invention in conjunction With the draWing, 
With like elements referenced With like reference numerals, 
in Which: 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a transmitter according to an 
illustrative embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a synchroniZer according to 
an illustrative embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a receiver according to an 
illustrative embodiment of the invention; and 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a desynchroniZer according 
to an illustrative embodiment of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

FIG. 1 shoWs a transmitter for inputting four tributary 
signals 1, 2, 3, 4 and outputting a line compound signal 5 
Which includes all data of the tributary signals and some 
control data and may have a frequency of 10 GHZ, by Way 
of example. Each tributary signal is delivered to a respective 
synchroniZer 6 Which prepares a rate adapted tributary signal 
61 that is then interleaved by multiplexer 7 With the remain 
ing rate adapted tributary signals 62, 63, and 64. Multiplexer 
7 composes the data of the tributary signals 61 to 64 and 
delivers such composed signal to a frame constructor 8 
Which ?nally outputs the line compound signal via line 5. 
The frame constructor is controlled by a frame counter 9 and 
a system clock 10 having the frequency of the line com 
pound signal. The system clock 10 is also delivered to the 
frame counter 9 and a phase-locked loop 11, Which outputs 
an internally generated auxiliary clock. The output of the 
phase-locked loop 11 and a further auxiliary clock 12 are 
delivered to a gate 13 so that the auxiliary clock 12 can be 
made effective for each of synchroniZers 6. The auxiliary 
clock 12 is an uncorrelated cycle to the Writing cycle and the 
reading cycle and is used to obtain a higher resolution of the 
phase difference betWeen signals. 

Cycle adaptation, Which is aimed at, makes it necessary to 
use a plurality of gate functions. For this reason, cycle 
adaptation is realiZed in CMOS technology, Which alloWs a 
relative loW frequency of 78 MHZ, by Way of example only 
(in relation to 10 GHZ of the compound signal 5). Therefore, 
the serial data are transformed to parallel data and are 
Written With this loW frequency into a memory and read out 
With a similar loW frequency from the memory. 

FIG. 2 shoWs particulars of each synchroniZer 6. Input 
data from one of the tributary signals 1 through 4 is 
delivered to a FIFO register 14, Which is controlled by a 
Write counter 15 and a read counter 16. The Write counter 15 
is operated by a Write clock 12a and receives the numbers of 
the bits in the tributary signal via line 9a. The read counter 
16 is operated by a read clock 12b and receives the number 
of the bits from the compound signal through line 9b. The 
register 14 is an elastic store Which provides Write-in posi 
tions (Write address) for the data bits of the respective 
tributary signals 1 to 4, and read-out positions (read address) 
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for reading out these data bits together With bit gaps as 
provided by the frame structure of the compound signal. A 
phase difference unit 17 is provided Which, by the operation 
of the Write counter 15 and the read counter 16, forms or 
calculates a phase difference betWeen each tributary signal 
and the compound signal. 

In detail, the phase difference is formed betWeen Write and 
read address of register 14. The resolution obtained With this 
measurement corresponds to the cycle time of the Writing 
cycle or the reading cycle, that is, phase difference mea 
surement is made synchronously With one of these cycles. 
However, this resolution is not suf?cient to ful?ll the 
requirements as to jitter at the output of the tributary signal. 
Furthermore, the phase difference betWeen Write and read 
address is changing continuously, and measurement is only 
a rough quantization of this phase difference, This is the 
reason Why the auxiliary clock 12 is used Which is uncor 
related to the Writing and reading cycle and alloWs mea 
surement at ?ne stepped times. The auxiliary clock 12 drifts 
sloWly so that, in a measuring period, the clock shifts 
through all possible positions during a cycle time period of 
the Writing or reading cycle. Additionally an average value 
is formed for a de?ned measuring period Which corresponds 
to the distance betWeen tWo stuf?ng positions, e.g., the 
measured values are integrated across the measuring time. 
The average value obtained alloWs for one of the folloWing 
decision stuf?ng positively, stu?ing negatively, or no stuff 
ing. Formation of such average value alloWs for calculating 
the in?uence of the gaps Which, due to the frame construc 
tion, occur regularly. 

The phase difference unit 17 makes a binary number from 
the average phase difference and delivers such coded phase 
information to a data output gate 18. The coded phase 
information is also delivered to a stuff decision unit 19 
Which has outputs connected to the read counter 16 and the 
output data gate 18. 

The auxiliary clock 12, With its portions Write clock 12a 
and read clock 12b, alloWs the accurate calculation of the 
phase difference betWeen the line signal 5 and the tributary 
signals 1, 2, 3, and 4, respectively. The phase difference unit 
17 includes the integrator referred to above Which, for a 
?xed time interval, forms the mean or average value of the 
phase difference that is the basis for calculating the phase 
difference betWeen line signal and tributary signal. 

FIG. 3 shoWs a receiver for four tributary data outputs 21, 
22, 23, 24. These output lines 21 through 24 belong to 
respective desynchroniZers 26, Which are connected to 
demultiplexer 27. Demultiplexer 27 is controlled by a frame 
alignment circuit 28, Which is interconnected With a frame 
counter 29. System clock 30 is connected to frame counter 
29 and gate 25, Which is also connected to the frame 
alignment circuit through a recovered clock line 25a. Gate 
25 generates internally an auxiliary clock Which is delivered 
to a phase-locked loop 31 Which outputs to a gate 33 having 
a second input connected to a further auxiliary clock 32. The 
gated auxiliary clock is also connected to each desynchro 
niZer 26. 

Line 5 delivers the compound signal carrying the data of 
the tributary signals and also additional bits to the frame 
alignment circuit 28 Which ?rstly outputs the data of the 
composed signal and secondly the recovered clock 25a of 
the compound signal. The recovered clock 25a is used in the 
frame counter 29 to decide When a frame begins and ends. 
Demultiplexer 27 receives the data of the composed signal 
28a and is controlled by the frame counter 29 so as to deliver 
the appropriate rate adapted data 71 to 74 to the respective 
desynchroniZer 26 in the adapted rate. The auxiliary clock 
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4 
32 is used to reconstruct the initial frequency or rate of the 
respective desynchroniZer 26 so that each tributary data 
output 21, 22, 23, or 24 has a frequency that is exactly the 
same as the initial frequency of the signal. 

FIG. 4 shoWs a desynchroniZer circuit 26 according to one 
illustrative embodiment. Data from demultiplexer 27 on line 
27a is received at FIFO register 34, to Which a Write counter 
35 and a read counter 36 as Well as a phase difference unit 
37 are connected. By Way of example only, FIFO register 34 
is an elastic store having Write-in positions (Write address) 
for the compound signal received, and read-out positions 
(read address) for the data bits of the respective tributary 
signals. Input line 27a is also connected to a phase and stuff 
information unit 39, Which has a second input 2911 from 
compound signal frame counter 29. Phase and stuff infor 
mation unit 39 has a ?rst output 39a for delivering stuff 
information to the Write counter 35 and a second output 39b 
for delivering phase information to a summing member 40 
Which has a second input from the phase difference unit 37. 
The output of summing member 40 is the input of the 
phase-locked loop 31 Which includes a controller 41, a 
numeric controlled oscillator 42, a phase detector 43, a ?lter 
44 and a voltage-controlled oscillator 45. The output of the 
voltage-controlled oscillator is the read clock 32b and is also 
used as the tributary clock to an output data gate 38. 
The data of the composed signal reaching demultiplexer 

27 from the frame alignment circuit 28 are demultiplexed, so 
that signals 71 to 74 containing the additional bits in an 
adapted rate are obtained in succession in the several desyn 
chroniZers 26. Controlled by frame counter 29, the addi 
tional bits in the compound signal are read out from the rate 
adapted data stream of the tributary signal 27a into unit 39, 
Whereas all bits in the compound signal are Written into 
elastic store 34. The coded phase information taken up from 
unit 39 is used for an accurate calculation of the phase 
difference betWeen the Write and read address of the elastic 
store 34. The Whole phase difference is calculated in phase 
difference unit 37. 
The Whole phase difference has several portions, includ 

ing but not limited to: stuf?ng information (Which is a rough 
quantiZation of the phase course, and is only transferred 
When a stuf?ng operation is actually made); synchroniZer 
phase difference betWeen Write and read addresses (Which 
has been calculated at the synchroniZer and is transferred to 
the desynchroniZer With speci?c bytesithis value is trans 
ferred regularly, one time per stuf?ng position independently 
from Whether there is a stuf?ng operation, or not); and 
desynchroniZer phase difference betWeen Write and read 
addresses (calculated at the desynchroniZer as a mean or 
average value, in the same manner as at the synchroniZer). 

In one illustrative embodiment, the phase difference is 
represented by the addition of these portions and is added to 
the phase course of the system clock or cycle of the 
respective channel or tributary signal (When frame gaps 
removed) so as to yield the original phase course of the 
respective channel. 

In detail, phase information as Well as calculated phase 
difference is further processed for such clock recovery in the 
phase-locked loop 31. The loop includes a numeric con 
trolled oscillator 42 so that the output signal thereof takes the 
initial frequency of the respective tributary signal 1, 2, 3, or 
4. The phase-locked loop 31 is responsive for delivering the 
clock With the correct phase relation. When recovering the 
clock on line 32b, any phase deviation from the phase of an 
ideal clock of the same frequency is Wander and jitter. 
Wander and jitter are kept loW by the procedure described 
above, since the tributary clock on line 32b is recovered 
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from the clock of the demultiplexed signal from Which the 
gaps contained in the compound signals have been removed 
by virtue of the phase-locked loop 31. The additional bits in 
the regular gaps of the frame structure of the compound 
signal produce only loW values of phase deviation since the 
phase-locked loop 31 has a loW cut-off frequency. On the 
other hand, irregular gaps as occurring With stuf?ng produce 
irregular phase steps at the input of the phase-locked loop 
31. This Will produce big phase changes at the output of the 
phase-locked loop. However, the transmitted phase differ 
ence is used When recovering the clock in the receiver so that 
the clock produced in the phase-locked loop 31 is a clock 
With the desired phase for each tributary signal. The phase 
at the output of summing member 40 contains no more 
irregular and big phase steps. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method of transmitting and receiving a plurality of 

individual tributary signals in multiplex form via a common 
line, the method comprising the steps of: 

converting, at the transmitting end, the individual tribu 
tary signals, each of Which has a similar initial fre 
quency, into a compound signal having a frame struc 
ture With a common data rate, and 

retrieving, at the receiving end, from the compound 
signal, each individual tributary signal With its initial 
frequency, 

Wherein 
at the transmitting end, phase information including a 

respective phase difference betWeen each tributary sig 
nal and the compound signal is formed and inserted 
into the compound signal in the form of respective 
coded bits, and, 

at the receiving end, the initial frequency of each tributary 
signal is recovered from the phase information included 
in the respective coded bits belonging to the respective 
tributary signals, Wherein the phase difference betWeen 
the compound signal and a tributary signal is calculated 
using an auxiliary clock, and 

further comprising the step of calculating a total phase 
difference, Wherein the total phase difference is a 
function of stuf?ng information, a phase difference 
betWeen Write and read addresses at a synchroniZer at 
the transmitting end, and a phase difference betWeen 
Write and read addresses at a desynchroniZer at the 
receiving end. 

2. The method according to claim 1, further comprising 
the step of calculating the phase difference betWeen a 
tributary signal and the compound signal by calculating the 
difference betWeen a Write address and a read address of an 
elastic store. 

3. An apparatus for transmitting and receiving a plurality 
of individual tributary signals in multiplex form via a 
common line, the apparatus including a transmitter having a 
plurality of synchronize, each operating on a respective 
individual tributary signal to produce a tributary signal 
having an adapted rate, and a multiplexer operable to 
interleave the adapted rate tributary signals Within a com 
pound signal, the apparatus further including a receiver 
having a demultiplexer operable to separate the compound 
signal into respective tributary signals having an adapted 
rate and a plurality of desynchroniZers, each operating on a 
respective adapted rate tributary signal to obtain retrieved 
tributary signals, the apparatus further comprising: 

in the transmitter, 
means for calculating the phase difference betWeen the 
compound signal and each tributary signal, 
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6 
means for coding the phase difference in bit form, and 
means for inserting the bits coding the phase difference 

into the compound signal; and 
in the receiver, 
means for reading out the bits coding the phase differ 

ence from the compound signal, 
means for recovering the frequency of the adapted rate 

tributary signals, 
means for adjusting the phase of the retrieved tributary 

signals, Wherein the phase difference betWeen the 
compound signal and a tributary signal is calculated 
using an auxiliary clock, and 

means for calculating a total phase difference, Wherein 
the total phase difference is a function of stuf?ng 
information, a phase difference betWeen Write and 
read addresses at a synchroniZer at the transmitting 
end, and a phase difference betWeen Write and read 
addresses at a desynchroniZer at the receiving end. 

4. The apparatus according to claim 3, Wherein the 
transmitter and the receiver each include an elastic store that 
provides Write addresses and read addresses for: 

Writing in, at the transmitter, the data bits of the respective 
tributary signals and reading out these data bits together 
With bit gaps as provided by the frame structure of the 
compound signal; and 

Writing in, at the receiver, the compound signal received 
and reading out the data bits of the respective tributary 
signals. 

5. The apparatus according to claim 4, Wherein the elastic 
stores each include: 

a Write counter being operated by a Write clock derived 
from an auxiliary clock; and 

a read counter being operated by a read clock derived 
from a phase-locked loop. 

6. A method of receiving a plurality of individual tributary 
signals in multiplex form via a common line, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving, at a receiving end, a compound signal that has 
a frame structure With a common data rate, the com 
pound signal having been produced from individual 
tributary signals, each of Which has a substantially 
identical initial frequency, and including a respective 
phase difference betWeen each tributary signal and the 
compound signal inserted into the compound signal in 
the form of respective coded bits, and, 

retrieving, at the receiving end, from the compound 
signal, each individual tributary signal With its initial 
frequency, 

Wherein at the receiving end, the initial frequency of each 
tributary signal is recovered from the phase information 
included in the respective coded bits belonging to the 
respective tributary signals, 

Wherein the phase difference betWeen the compound 
signal and a tributary signal is calculated using an 
auxiliary clock and, 

further comprising the step of calculating a total phase 
difference, Wherein the total phase difference is a 
function of stuf?ng information, a phase difference 
betWeen Write and read addresses at a synchroniZer at 
the transmitting end, and a phase difference betWeen 
Write and read addresses at a desynchroniZer at the 
receiving end. 

7. An apparatus for processing plurality of individual 
tributary signals that are received as via a common line as 
part of a compound signal that Was produced by interleaving 
initial tributary signals having an adapted rate that Were 
developed from independent tributary signals, the com 
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pound signal including in bit form the phase difference 
between the compound signal and each developed tributary 
signal, the receiver comprising: 

a demultiplexer operable to separate the received com 
pound signal into respective tributary signals having an 
adapted rate; and 

a plurality of desynchroniZers, each operating on a respec 
tive adapted rate tributary signal to obtain retrieved 
tributary signals; 

means for reading out the bits coding the phase difference 
from the compound signal; 

8 
means for recovering the frequency of the adapted rate 

tributary signals; and 
means for adjusting the phase of the retrieved tributary 

signals; 
Wherein the phase difference betWeen the compound 

signal and a tributary signal is calculated using an 
auxiliary clock. 


