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(57) ABSTRACT 
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ILLUMINATION APPARATUS AND METHOD 

BACKGROUND 

Light emitting diodes, commonly called LEDs, are Widely 
used in electronics today. LEDs perform many different 
functions in a Wide variety of devices, including, among 
other things, numbers on digital clocks, illumination of 
traf?c lights, transmitting information from remote controls, 
lighting up Watches, and forming images on a television or 
computer screen. Placing LEDs in a dense formation gen 
erally results in more desirable uniform light output. Unfor 
tunately, placing LEDs in a dense formation also undesirably 
increases the temperature of the LEDs, increasing the fre 
quency of electrical problems. The tradeolf betWeen the 
desirable uniform light output and the undesirable tempera 
ture increase is a common problem faced by those in the 
industry When designing LED arrays. The density of an LED 
array, and thus the quality of the light output, is directly 
limited by the heat dissipation around the LEDs. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The folloWing summary is provided as a brief overvieW of 
the claimed apparatus and method. It shall not limit the 
invention in any respect, With a detailed and fully-enabling 
disclosure being set forth in the Detailed Description of 
Preferred Embodiments section beloW. 

Illumination apparatus may comprise a support structure 
and at least one light emitting element. A heat sink is 
thermally coupled to the light emitting element. The light 
emitting element and heat sink are moveable With respect to 
the support structure. An actuator moves the light emitting 
element and heat sink With respect to the support structure. 

Also disclosed is a method that comprises: mounting at 
least one light emitting element With a heat sink to a support 
structure so that the light emitting element and heat sink are 
moveable With respect to the support structure; and moving 
the light emitting element and heat sink With respect to the 
support structure. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a top vieW of one embodiment of the illumina 
tion apparatus; 

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional vieW in elevation of the 
illumination apparatus taken along the line 2-2 of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional vieW of a light 
emitting element; and 

FIG. 4 is a top vieW of another embodiment of the 
illumination apparatus. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

One embodiment of illumination apparatus 10 is best seen 
in FIGS. 1 and 2 and may comprise a support structure 12, 
at least one, and usually a plurality of light emitting elements 
14, a heat sink 20, and an actuator system 22. The heat sink 
20 is thermally coupled to the light emitting elements 14 and 
dissipates heat produced by the light emitting elements 14. 
The light emitting elements 14 and heat sink 20 are mounted 
so that they are moveable With respect to the support 
structure 12. In the embodiment shoWn and described 
herein, the light emitting elements 14 and heat sink 20 are 
moveable in one dimension (e.g., back and forth), generally 
in the directions indicated by arroWs 38. The actuator system 
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2 
22 is operatively associated With light emitting elements 14 
and operates to move the light emitting elements 14 and heat 
sink 20 back and forth (i.e., generally in the direction 
indicated by arroWs 38) With respect to support structure 12. 

As Will be described in greater detail beloW, the various 
light emitting elements 14 comprising the illumination appa 
ratus 10 may be arranged in a plurality of roWs 24 and 
columns 28 to form a tWo-dimensional array 32 of light 
emitting elements 14, although other arrangements are pos 
sible. In addition, in the embodiment shoWn and described 
herein, the various light emitting elements 14 comprise red 
(R), green (G), and blue (B) light emitting elements 14 
Which emit light that is about a color red, about a color 
green, and about a color blue respectively. The various 
colors of light emitting elements 14, e.g., the red (R), green 
(G), and blue (B) light emitting elements are arranged in a 
plurality of groups or triads 34, as best seen in FIG. 1. 

In operation, the actuator system 22 rapidly moves the 
light emitting elements 14 and heat sink 20 With respect to 
the support structure 12. In the embodiment shoWn and 
described herein, the actuator system 22 moves the light 
emitting elements 14 and heat sink 20 in a reciprocating 
manner, i.e., back and forth in the directions indicated by 
arroWs 38. If each of the different colors (e.g., red, green, 
and blue) of light emitting elements 14 are activated, the 
reciprocating movement of the light emitting elements 14 
causes the light produced thereby to appear to the human eye 
to blend together. This blending together causes the human 
eye to perceive not the individual light emitting elements 14, 
but rather the additive combination or mixture of the light 
produced by the light emitting elements 14. Accordingly, in 
the example embodiment illustrated herein Wherein the 
tWo-dimensional array 32 of light emitting elements 14 
comprises light emitting elements 14 that emit about a color 
red, about a color green, and about a color blue, the 
tWo-dimensional array 32 of light emitting elements 14 Will 
appear to the human eye to produce light that is substantially 
White in color, i.e., the additive combination of red, green, 
and blue light. 
The ability to cause the tWo-dimensional array 32 to 

produce light that appears visually to be the additive com 
bination of the light produced by the individual light emit 
ting elements 14 is advantageous in a Wide variety of 
applications, such as, for example, as in a White backlight for 
LCD displays. In addition, the reciprocating movement of 
the illumination apparatus 10 increases the air circulation 
around the heat sink 20, thereby improving the effectiveness 
(i.e., heat dissipation) of the heat sink 20. This enhanced heat 
dissipation provided by the moving heat sink 20 provides 
additional advantages. For example, higher-poWered light 
emitting elements 14 may be used, or the density (i.e., 
number per unit area) of light emitting elements 14 may be 
increased. Alternatively, some combination of higher poWer 
and density may be used. In still another alternative, a 
smaller heat sink 20 may be used than Would otherWise be 
the case. 

Having brie?y described one embodiment of illumination 
apparatus 10, its general operation, and some of its more 
signi?cant features and attributes, various exemplary 
embodiments of the illumination apparatus 10 Will noW be 
described in detail. 

With continuing reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, one embodi 
ment of illumination apparatus 10 comprises at least one, 
and generally a plurality of light emitting elements 14. The 
light emitting elements 14 may be arranged in any of a Wide 
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range of con?gurations (e.g. circular, triangular, square, 
irregular, etc.) depending on the particular application and 
on the radiation or light output pattern of the particular type 
of light emitting elements 14. Consequently, the illumination 
apparatus 10 should not be regarded as limited to any 
particular arrangement or con?guration of the light emitting 
elements 14. By Way of example, in one embodiment, the 
light emitting elements 14 are arranged in a plurality of roWs 
24 and columns 28 to form a tWo-dimensional array 32 of 
light emitting elements 14. In the embodiment shoWn and 
described herein Wherein it is desired that the tWo-dimen 
sional array 32 of light emitting elements 14 appear to the 
human eye to generate White light, the various light emitting 
elements 14 comprise light emitting elements 14 that emit 
light that, When additively combined, Will appear to the 
human eye as White light. 
As is knoWn, many different colors of light may be 

additively combined to produce light that appears White. In 
the embodiment shoWn and described herein, the light 
emitting elements 14 comprise various “colors” or types of 
light emitting elements 14 that emit light that is perceived as 
about a color red, about a color green, and about a color blue. 
The light emitting elements 14 that emit light that is about 
a color red are designated in FIG. 1 by the letter “R”, 
Whereas those that emit light that is about a color green are 
designated in FIG. 1 by the letter “G.” Light emitting 
elements 14 that emit light that is about a color blue are 
designated in FIG. 1 by the letter “B.” 

The various red, green, and blue (i.e., R, G, and B) light 
emitting elements 14 are arranged in a plurality of triads 34, 
such that each triad 34 comprises a red (R) light emitting 
element 14, a green (G) light emitting element 14, and a blue 
(B) light emitting element 14. The various triads 34 may be 
arranged in a repeating manner, as illustrated in FIG. 1, 
although this is not required. Each of the triads 34 extends 
over a length 40. HoWever, because many different colors of 
light may be additively combined to produce any desired 
color, including the “color” White, the present invention 
should not be regarded as limited to the particular red, green, 
and blue colors shoWn and described herein. In addition, 
greater or feWer numbers of individual colors may be used 
to produce the desired additive mixture, so the present 
invention should not be regarded as limited to the use of 
three separate colors. 

With reference noW to FIG. 3, each light emitting element 
14 may comprise a light emitting diode (LED) 42 of the type 
Well-knoWn in the art and readily commercially available. 
Alternatively, other types of light emitting elements knoWn 
in the art or that may be developed in the future may also be 
used. In the embodiment shoWn and described herein, the 
LED 42 may comprise a discrete, surface mount type of 
LED, although other types may also be used and should be 
regarded as Within the scope of the present invention. 
As already described, one embodiment of the illumination 

system 10 comprises three different types of LEDs 42. A ?rst 
or red (R) LED 42 emits light that is perceived as about a 
color red, Whereas a second type or green (G) LED 42 emits 
light that is perceived as about a color green. Athird type or 
blue (B) LED 42 is also provided that emits light that is 
perceived as about a color blue. HoWever, because LEDs 42 
that emit light of various colors are Well-knoWn in the art 
and could be easily provided by persons having ordinary 
skill in the art, the particular LEDs 42 that may be utiliZed 
in one embodiment of the invention Will not be described in 
further detail herein. 

The light emitting elements 14, e.g., red (R), green (G) 
and blue (B) LEDs 42, may be mounted to a printed circuit 
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4 
board 44, as best seen in FIGS. 1-3. The printed circuit board 
44 may comprise a generally planar, rectangularly-shaped 
structure having a ?rst side 46 and a second side 48. 
Alternatively, other con?gurations are possible. The light 
emitting elements 14 may be mounted to the ?rst side 46 of 
the printed circuit board 44, as best seen in FIGS. 2 and 3. 
The printed circuit board 44 may be provided With a variety 
of electrically conductive elements or traces, such as traces 
52 and 68, Which alloW the various light emitting elements 
14 to be electrically connected to each other and to suitable 
drive circuitry (not shoWn). The drive circuitry can then be 
used to activate or illuminate the various light emitting 
elements 14. 

The heat sink 20 may comprise a generally rectangular 
con?guration that is substantially co-extensive With the 
arrangement or pattern of light emitting elements 14 pro 
vided on the ?rst side 46 of printed circuit board 44. The heat 
sink 20 may be provided With a number of elements, such as 
?ns 62, Which increase the surface area of the heat sink 20, 
thereby alloWing the heat sink 20 to more ef?ciently dissi 
pate heat. Alternatively, other types of elements, such as pins 
(not shoWn), that increase the surface area of the heat sink 
20 may also be used. The heat sink 20 may be fabricated 
from any of a Wide range of materials having a high thermal 
conductivity, such as copper, aluminum, and various alloys 
thereof. In addition, the number, type, and siZe of the 
elements (e.g., ?ns 62) that increase the heat-dissipating 
ability of the heat sink, Will depend on the particular 
application and the amount of heat to be dissipated by the 
heat sink 20. HoWever, in this regard it should be noted that 
the movement of the heat sink 20 tends to enhance the air 
circulation around the heat sink 20, thereby alloWing smaller 
or a lesser number of ?ns 62 or pins (not shoWn) to be used 
than may otherWise be the case. 

The heat sink 20 may be mounted to the second side 48 
of the printed circuit board 44 in any convenient manner. In 
the embodiment shoWn and described herein, the heat sink 
20 is secured or mounted to the second side 48 of the printed 
circuit board 44 by highly thermally conductive adhesive 54, 
such as T-Lam® from Thermagon Inc and Thermal Clad® 
from Bergquist. Alternatively, the heat sink 20 may be 
secured to the printed circuit board 44 by mechanical 
fasteners, such as by screWs (not shoWn). If this type of 
mounting arrangement is used, the thermal resistance of the 
junction betWeen the heat sink 20 and the printed circuit 
board 44 may be reduced by using a thermally conductive 
paste (not shoWn) of the type knoWn in the art. 

Depending on the amount of heat produced by the various 
light emitting elements 14, it may be desired, or even 
required, to provide the printed circuit board 44 With one or 
more heat pipes 56 to assist in the rapid conduction to the 
heat sink 20 of heat generated by the light emitting elements 
14. The heat pipes 56 may comprise any of a Wide variety 
of heat-conducting elements noW knoWn in the art or that 
may be developed in the future that are or Would be suitable 
for conducting heat from the light emitting element 14 
(mounted on the ?rst side 46 of the printed circuit board 44) 
to the heat sink 20 (mounted on the second side 48 of the 
printed circuit board 44). By Way of example, in one 
embodiment, the heat pipes 56 may comprise copper rods or 
plugs provided in through holes de?ned by the printed 
circuit board 44. 

The printed circuit board 44 containing the light emitting 
elements 14 and heat sink 20 is mounted so that the 
assembly is moveable With respect to the support structure 
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12. In the embodiment shown and described herein, a 
mounting system 76 is used to mount the printed circuit 
board 44 to the support structure 12 so that the printed circuit 
board 44, along With the attached light emitting elements 14 
and heat sink 20, are moveable in one dimension (e.g., back 
and forth), generally in the directions indicated by arroWs 
38. See FIGS. 1 and 2. Alternatively, the mounting system 
76 may alloW for other types of motion, such as motion in 
tWo dimensions (e.g., circular) or even in three dimensions. 
Consequently, the present invention should not be regarded 
as limited to any particular type of motion in any particular 
direction. 

With reference noW primarily to FIGS. 1 and 2, the 
mounting system 76 in one embodiment comprises a ?rst 
track 78 mounted to the support structure 12 and a second 
track 80 mounted to the printed circuit board 44. The second 
track 80 slidably engages the ?rst track 78 so that the printed 
circuit board 44 can be moved in one dimension (e.g., back 
and forth in the direction indicated by arroWs 38) With 
respect to the support structure 12. A second set of tracks 82 
and 84 may be provided on the opposite side of printed 
circuit board 44 to provide support for the opposite end of 
the printed circuit board 44. Alternatively, other types of 
mounting systems may be used, as Would become apparent 
to persons having ordinary skill in the art after having 
become familiar With the teachings provided herein. The 
range of motion provided by the mounting system 76 should 
be about equal to the length 40 of a triad 34 and generally 
greater than the length 40 of a triad 34. Such a range of 
motion Will provide a more effective blending or additive 
combination of the light produced by the three different 
colored light emitting elements 14 comprising a triad 34. 

The illumination apparatus 10 is also provided With an 
actuator system 22 to move the light emitting elements 14 
and heat sink 20 With respect to the support structure 12. In 
one embodiment, the actuator system 22 comprises a motor 
86 mounted to the support structure 12 and is operatively 
connected to the printed circuit board 44. The motor 86 is 
provided With a drive system 90 that converts the rotation of 
motor shaft 88 to a linear movement suitable for moving the 
printed circuit board 44 in the reciprocating manner already 
described. Alternatively, other types of actuator systems, 
such as linear motors or pieZoelectric actuators could also be 
used. 

Regardless of the particular actuator system 22 that is 
utiliZed, the actuator system 22 should move (e.g., recipro 
cate) the printed circuit board 44 so that the light emitting 
elements 14 provided thereon are reciprocated by a distance 
that is about equal to the length 40 of a triad 34. In many 
applications it Will be desirable to reciprocate the light 
emitting elements 14 by a distance that is someWhat greater 
than the length 40 of a triad 34 to ensure optimal blending 
or additive mixing of the various colors produced by the 
light emitting elements 14. 

The frequency of the movement caused by the actuator 
system 22 may be selected so that it is suf?ciently high to 
prevent the human eye from visually discerning the recip 
rocating movement of the light emitting elements 14. By 
Way of example, in one embodiment, the light emitting 
elements 14 are reciprocated at a frequency of at least about 
60 HZ, Which is suf?cient to prevent the human eye from 
visually discerning the movement of the light emitting 
elements 14. 
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6 
In operation, illumination apparatus 10 may be utiliZed by 

moving (e.g., in a reciprocating manner indicated by arroWs 
38) the light emitting elements 14 and heat sink 20 With 
respect to the support structure 12. When the light emitting 
elements 14 are activated or illuminated, the movement of 
the light emitting elements 14 Will cause a blending or 
additive mixing of the light produced by the light emitting 
elements 14. For example, in the embodiment shoWn and 
described herein Wherein the light emitting elements 14 are 
arranged in triads 34 comprising red (R), green (G), and blue 
(B) light emitting elements 14, the motion Will cause the red, 
green and blue lights to be blended or additively mixed 
together, causing the triad 34 to appear to the human eye to 
produce White light. Of course, any desired color may be 
produced in this manner. In addition, the movement of the 
heat sink 20 creates improved air circulation around the heat 
sink 20, thereby improving the heat dissipation of the heat 
sink 20. 
A second embodiment 110 of illumination apparatus is 

illustrated in FIG. 4. The second embodiment 110 is similar 
to the ?rst embodiment 10 already described, except that 
each roW 124 of light emitting elements 114 is separately 
moveable With respect to other roWs 124 and to the support 
structure 112. Each roW 124 of light emitting elements 114 
may be mounted to an elongated printed circuit board 144, 
Which is provided With its oWn heat sink (not shoWn) on the 
opposite or back side of the printed circuit board 144 in the 
manner already described for the ?rst embodiment. Accord 
ingly, each of the heat sinks (not shoWn) associated With 
each roW 124 of light emitting elements 114 is indepen 
dently moveable. A suitable mounting system (not shoWn) 
may be provided to alloW each of the individual printed 
circuit boards 144 (and corresponding roWs 124 of light 
emitting elements 114 and associated heat sinks) to be 
moved in one dimension (e.g., back and forth) in the 
directions indicated by arroWs 138. Similarly, the second 
embodiment 110 may also be provided With an actuator 
system (not shoWn) suitable for independently moving the 
printed circuit boards 144. 

Having herein set forth preferred embodiments of the 
present invention, it is anticipated that suitable modi?cations 
can be made thereto Which Will nonetheless remain Within 
the scope of the invention. The invention shall therefore only 
be construed in accordance With the folloWing claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An illumination apparatus, comprising: 
a support structure; 
at least one light emitting element; 
a heat sink thermally coupled to said at least one light 

emitting element, said at least one light emitting ele 
ment and said heat sink being moveable in relation to 
said support structure; 

an actuator system operatively associated With said at 
least one light emitting element, said actuator system 
being con?gured to move said at least one light emit 
ting element and said heat sink With respect to said 
support structure such that air How is induced around 
said heat sink and thermal cooling thereof is effected; 

Wherein said light emitting elements are arranged in a 
plurality of roWs, and Wherein said heat sink comprises 
a plurality of heat sinks mounted to said roWs of light 
emitting diodes, said roWs of light emitting elements 
and said heat sinks being independently moveable With 
respect to said support structure. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein said actuator system 
comprises a motor and, a drive system operatively associ 
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ated With said motor, said drive system converting rotational 
movement of a motor shaft to linear movement. 

3. The illumination apparatus of claim 1, Wherein said at 
least one light emitting element comprises a plurality of light 
emitting elements arranged in a plurality of triads, said 
plurality of triads being arranged in a repeating order in side 
by side relation to form a tWo-dimensional array of light 
emitting elements. 

4. The illumination apparatus of claim 3, Wherein each of 
said plurality of triads extends over a length, and Wherein 
said actuator system moves said plurality of triads a distance 
of at least said length of said triad. 

5 

8 
5. A method, comprising: 
mounting at least one light emitting element With a heat 

sink to a support structure so that said at least one light 
emitting element and said heat sink are movable With 
respect to said support structure; and 

moving said at least one light emitting element and said 
heat sink With regard to said support structure such that 
air How is induced around said heat sink and thermal 
cooling thereof is effected; 

Wherein said moving step comprises linearly moving said 
at least one light emitting element and said heat sink 
With regard to said support structure. 

* * * * * 


