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CAM SHAFT ASSEMBLY FOR AN ENGINE 

BACKGROUND 

The present invention relates to a four-cycle engine com 
prising a piston that reciprocates in a horizontally oriented 
cylinder and drives a vertically oriented crankshaft. 

SUMMARY 

In one embodiment, the invention provides an internal 
combustion engine including an engine housing having a 
cam chamber and an aperture providing access to the cam 
chamber. The engine also includes an insert at least partially 
made from plastic and received Within the aperture, a 
crankshaft coupled to the engine housing for rotation about 
a crank axis, and a cam shaft de?ning a cam shaft axis that 
is at least partially made from plastic and is rotatably driven 
by the crankshaft. The cam shaft includes ?rst and second 
ends and at least one cam lobe positioned betWeen the ends. 
The ?rst end is rotatably supported by the engine housing 
and the second end is rotatably supported by the insert. The 
engine also includes a metal portion coupled to either the 
insert or the cam shaft. The metal portion de?nes a ?ange 
having a face in contact With an adjacent surface of the other 
of the insert and the cam shaft. 

Other aspects of the invention Will become apparent by 
consideration of the detailed description and accompanying 
draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a four-cycle vertical-shaft 
engine embodying the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a partially cut aWay side vieW of the engine of 
FIG. 1, illustrating the engine With the cylinder head 
removed. 

FIG. 3 is the same side vieW as FIG. 2, illustrating the 
engine With the cylinder head installed. 

FIG. 4 is a cross section vieW taken along line 4-4 of FIG. 
3, illustrating the interaction betWeen a crankshaft and a cam 
shaft assembly. 

FIG. 5 is another side vieW of the engine of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 6 is a cross section vieW taken along line 6-6 of FIG. 

5, illustrating the interaction betWeen the cam shaft assem 
bly and a plastic insert. 

FIG. 7 is an exploded perspective vieW of the cam shaft 
assembly of FIG. 9, illustrating a metal sleeve separated 
from the cam shaft. 

FIG. 8 is a perspective vieW similar to FIG. 8, illustrating 
the metal sleeve attached to the cam shaft. 

FIG. 9 is a partially cut aWay side vieW of the engine of 
FIG. 1, illustrating the interaction betWeen a cam lobe and 
a valve. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Before any embodiments of the invention are explained in 
detail, it is to be understood that the invention is not limited 
in its application to the details of construction and the 
arrangement of components set forth in the folloWing 
description or illustrated in the folloWing draWings. The 
invention is capable of other embodiments and of being 
practiced or of being carried out in various Ways. Also, it is 
to be understood that the phraseology and terminology used 
herein is for the purpose of description and should not be 
regarded as limiting. The use of “including,” “comprising,” 
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2 
or “having” and variations thereof herein is meant to encom 
pass the items listed thereafter and equivalents thereof as 
Well as additional items. Unless speci?ed or limited other 
Wise, the terms “mounted,” “connected,” “supported,” and 
“coupled” and variations thereof are used broadly and 
encompass both direct and indirect mountings, connections, 
supports, and couplings. Further, “connected” and 
“coupled” are not restricted to physical or mechanical con 
nections or couplings. 

FIG. 1 illustrates a single-cylinder, four-cycle, vertical 
shaft internal combustion engine 10. A vertical-shaft engine 
is one in Which the crankshaft is oriented vertically and the 
piston is oriented horiZontally in the typical operating posi 
tion of the engine. The most typical application for an engine 
of this type is poWering a laWnmoWer, but it could be 
adapted for any situation in Which a vertically oriented 
crankshaft is required. For example, the engine could be 
used to poWer other laWn and garden equipment, outdoor 
poWer equipment, augers, cultivators, a pump of a pressure 
Washer, or to poWer a generator. 
The engine includes an engine housing 12, a fuel tank 14, 

a muf?er 16, a pull-start mechanism 18, and an oil dipstick 
20. The engine housing de?nes a cam chamber 22 (FIG. 6) 
adapted to receive and at least partially rotatably support a 
cam shaft assembly 24 for operation Within the cam chamber 
22. The chamber is accessible from one end through an 
aperture 26 in the engine housing 12 (FIG. 6). The engine 
housing also de?nes a crank chamber 28 (FIG. 4) adapted to 
receive and rotatably support a crankshaft assembly 30 (FIG. 
4) for operation Within the crank chamber 28. 

FIG. 2 depicts a side vieW of the engine 10 With a cylinder 
head 32 removed. The top of a piston 34 is shown slidably 
received Within a cylinder bore 36 located Within a cylinder 
38, Which is integrally formed With the engine housing 12. 
An intake valve 40 and exhaust valve 42 are located adjacent 
and in ?uid communication With the cylinder 38. The 
cylinder 38 and cylinder head 32 combine to form a com 
bustion chamber (not shoWn). Each of the intake valve 40, 
exhaust valve 42 and piston 34 are in communication With 
the combustion chamber. The valves of the illustrated engine 
10 are located Within the cylinder 38 and communicate With 
the combustion chamber from the side of the cylinder bore 
36. This type of engine 10 is referred to as an L-head or side 
valve engine. The present invention is not limited to use With 
this engine design and can be used on any style engine such 
as an overhead valve or cam engine, Where the valves or 
cams are positioned Within the cylinder head. 

FIG. 3 depicts the same side vieW of the engine 10 as FIG. 
2 except it illustrates the cylinder head 32. A spark plug 44 
is threaded into the cylinder head 32 and is in ?uid com 
munication With the combustion chamber. 

FIG. 4 is a cross section of the engine 10 taken along the 
crank axis 46. The crankshaft assembly 30 is rotatably 
supported by the engine housing 12 and rotates Within the 
crank chamber 28. The crankshaft assembly 30 includes 
shaft portions that are interconnected by a crank pin 48. A 
connecting rod 50 is rotatably connected to the crank pin 48 
at a ?rst end and rotatably connected to the piston 34 through 
a Wrist pin 52 at a second end in such a Way that as the piston 
34 reciprocates in the cylinder bore 36, the crankshaft 
assembly 30 rotates about the crank axis 46. A crank helical 
gear 54 is disposed on the crankshaft assembly 30 for 
rotation With the crankshaft assembly 30. 

With further reference to FIGS. 6 and 8, the cam shaft 
assembly 24 is supported by the engine housing 12 for 
rotation about a cam shaft axis 56, Which is oriented normal 
to the crank axis 46. A cam helical gear 58 is included in the 
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cam shaft assembly 24 for rotation With the cam shaft 
assembly 24 and engages the crank helical gear 54 such that 
the cam shaft assembly 24 is rotatably driven by the crank 
shaft assembly 30. 

FIG. 7 is an exploded vieW of the cam shaft assembly 24. 
FIG. 8 depicts a metal sleeve 62 installed on the second end 
of the cam shaft assembly 24. The cam shaft assembly 24 
includes a cylindrical cam shaft 64, ?rst and second lobes 66 
and 68, the cam helical gear 58, and the metal sleeve 62. The 
?rst lobe 66 is disposed on a ?rst side of the cam helical gear 
58 and the second lobe 68 is disposed on a second side ofthe 
cam helical gear 58. The lobes have a non-circular pro?le 
that is shaped like a cross-section of an egg, With a single 
high point on either lobe corresponding to the open position 
of the intake valve 40 or exhaust valve 42. Each lobe is 
oriented so that its high point is angularly offset from the 
other lobe’s high point so that the intake valve 40 and 
exhaust valve 42 are actuated at different times. 

With further reference to FIG. 6, the cam shaft assembly 
24 also includes an axial passageWay 69 that is exposed to 
the second end of the cam shaft assembly 24. The axial 
passageWay 69 ?uidly communicates With the cam chamber 
22 through radial apertures 71 and through the cam helical 
gear 58. The radial apertures 71, axial passageWay 69, insert 
60, and ?tting 63 de?ne an oil separating breather system 
alloWing oil-free bloW-by gases from the crank chamber 28 
and cam chamber 22 to be released to the intake system of 
the engine 10. 

With reference to FIG. 7, the metal sleeve 62 includes a 
?rst cylindrical portion 72 and a second cylindrical portion 
74, separated by a ?ange 76. The second cylindrical portion 
74 is shorter than the ?rst cylindrical portion 72 and contains 
an aperture 78 in its side Wall. 

The cam shaft 64, lobes 66 and 68, and cam helical gear 
58 are preferably a single piece of plastic formed during an 
injection molding operation. Prior to forming the cam shaft 
64, the metal sleeve 62 is inserted into a die (not shoWn) 
used to mold the cam shaft 64. As the die is ?lled With heated 
liquid plastic, the metal sleeve 62 becomes an integral part 
of the cam shaft assembly 24. When the molding operation 
is ?nished, the second cylindrical portion 74 is disposed on 
the shaft 64, and rests beneath the cam lobe 68. In addition, 
plastic is forced into the aperture 78 in the second cylindrical 
portion 74 of the metal sleeve 62. This alloWs the metal 
sleeve 62 to resist rotation With respect to the cam shaft 64. 

FIG. 6 is a cross section of the engine 10 taken through 
the cam shaft axis 56 and normal to the crank axis 46. The 
cam shaft assembly 24 is rotatably supported in the cam 
chamber 22 at a ?rst end by the engine housing 12, and 
rotatably supported at a second end by a plastic insert 60. 
The insert 60 is a substantially cylindrical holloW piece 
received Within the cam chamber aperture 26. A ?rst end of 
the insert 60 includes an aperture that receives and rotatably 
supports the second end of the cam shaft assembly 24. A 
second end of the insert 60 is ?anged. The ?ange is larger 
than the aperture 26 and provides a positive interface 
betWeen the insert 60 and the exterior of the engine housing 
12. The second end of the insert 60 also includes an aperture 
61 that receives a ?tting 63. The ?tting 63 connects to a hose 
(not shoWn) that is ?uidly connected to the intake system of 
the engine 10. 

FIG. 9 is a side vieW of the engine 10 With a cutout 
shoWing a section vieW of the cam lobe 68, the cam helical 
gear 58, a valve spring 70, and the intake valve 40. The cam 
lobe 68 is disposed on the cam shaft 64 (FIGS. 7 and 8) for 
rotation With the cam shaft assembly 24, and is slidingly 
engaged With the intake valve 40. Cam lobe 66 (FIG. 7) is 
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4 
located behind the cam helical gear 58 and is slidingly 
engaged With the exhaust valve 42 (not shoWn). As the cam 
shaft assembly 24 is rotatably driven about the cam shaft 
axis 56 by the crankshaft assembly 30, the cam lobe 68 
rotates With the cam shaft assembly 24, forcing the intake 
valve 40 to reciprocate betWeen open and closed positions. 
The intake valve 40 and exhaust valve 42 are substantially 
identical in form, function, and mounting style. 

During assembly of the engine 10, the cam shaft assembly 
24 is inserted into the cam chamber 22 through the aperture 
26 in the engine housing 12. When the ?rst end of the cam 
shaft assembly 24 is supported by the engine housing 12, the 
plastic insert 60 is placed into the cam chamber aperture 26 
to rotatably support the second end of the cam shaft assem 
bly 24 and keep it in place. 

During operation of the engine 10, the crank helical gear 
54 is drivingly engaged With the cam helical gear 58, 
rotating the cam shaft assembly 24 and creating a thrust 
force on the cam shaft assembly 24 along the cam shaft axis 
56 toWard the second end of the cam shaft assembly 24. As 
stated, the second end of the cam shaft assembly 24 is 
rotatably supported by the plastic insert 60. The metal sleeve 
62 of the cam shaft assembly 24 is positioned so that the 
?ange 76 serves as a thrust face on the cam shaft assembly 
24 against the corresponding face on the plastic insert 60. 
This signi?cantly reduces Wear and alloWs the cam shaft 
assembly 24 and insert 60 to advantageously be made 
partially or entirely of plastic. 

In alternate embodiments, the plastic insert 60 may 
include a metal portion to act as a thrust face, negating the 
need for the metal sleeve 62 on the cam shaft 64. The 
invention is also not necessarily limited to being cylindrical 
or resembling a sleeve. As long as a metal to plastic interface 
de?nes the thrust face betWeen the cam shaft and the engine 
housing, the metal portion discussed can take on any relative 
shape. 

Thus, the invention provides, among other things, a neW 
and useful cam shaft assembly for a four-cycle, vertical 
shaft engine. More particularly, the invention provides a neW 
and useful cam shaft assembly that includes a metal portion 
de?ning a thrust face that alloWs the cam shaft to be 
advantageously manufactured from plastic. Various features 
and advantages of the invention are set forth in the folloWing 
claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An internal combustion engine, comprising: 
an engine housing including a cam chamber and an 

aperture providing access to the cam chamber; 
a crankshaft coupled to the engine housing for rotation 

about a crank axis; 
an insert at least partially made from plastic disposed 

adjacent the aperture; 
a cam shaft at least partially made from plastic de?ning a 
cam shaft axis rotatably driven by the crankshaft, the 
cam shaft having ?rst and second ends and at least one 
cam lobe positioned betWeen the ends, the ?rst end 
rotatably supported by the engine housing, the second 
end rotatably supported by the plastic insert; and 

a metal portion coupled to one of the plastic insert and the 
plastic cam shaft, the metal portion de?ning a ?ange 
having a face in contact With an adjacent surface of the 
other of the plastic insert and the plastic cam shaft, and 
Wherein the metal portion is a ?anged sleeve disposed 
on the cam shaft. 

2. The engine of claim 1, Wherein the cam shaft axis is 
oriented normal to the crank axis. 
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3. The engine of claim 2, Wherein the crankshaft includes 
a helical gear and the cam shaft includes a helical gear 
drivingly engaged With the helical gear of the crankshaft, the 
helical gears creating a thrust force in a direction along the 
cam shaft axis during engine operation. 

4. The engine of claim 1, Wherein the ?anged metal sleeve 
is co-molded With the cam shaft in an injection molding 
operation. 

6 
5. The engine of claim 4, Wherein the ?anged metal sleeve 

includes an aperture adapted to receive plastic during the 
injection molding operation. 

6. The engine of claim 4, Wherein the ?anged metal sleeve 
distributes thrust forces in the direction of the cam shaft axis. 


