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FILTERING SEARCH RESULTS 

This application claims priority from US. Provisional 
Application No. 60/223,695, ?led Aug. 8, 2000, which is 
incorporated by reference. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

This invention relates to searching systems and processes, 
and more particularly to ?ltering search results. 

BACKGROUND 

With the explosion of information on the Internet, it has 
become increasingly di?icult to conduct a search on the 
Internet that returns results in a manner and a format that are 

useful to the person conducting the search. Frequently, when 
a search is performed, the most useful and relevant results 
may be scattered and buried among thousands of results. 

In other instances, when a search is performed on the 
Internet, a search may yield few or no results even though 
relevant results exist on the Internet. Few or no results may 
occur because the Internet sites and the web pages within 
Internet sites that contain the desired results may not be 
searchable. 

SUMMARY 

In one general aspect, searching different data stores 
based on a classi?cation of a search term may include 
receiving at least one search term and classifying the search 
term among at least ?rst and second categories. When the 
search term is classi?ed within the ?rst category, the search 
term is compared to ?rst electronic information within a ?rst 
electronic information store to determine whether matches 
exist. When the search term is classi?ed within the second 
category, the search term is compared to at least second 
electronic information within at least a second electronic 
information store that differs from the ?rst electronic infor 
mation store to determine whether matches exist. A result is 
displayed based on the matches that are determined to exist. 

Embodiments may include one or more of the following 
features. For example, several search terms may be received 
and grouped as a single string by default. 
When the search term is classi?ed within the second 

category, the search term may also be compared to the ?rst 
electronic information within the ?rst electronic information 
store and to the second electronic information within the 
second electronic information store. 
The ?rst electronic information may include content relat 

ing to non-offensive web sites, and the second electronic 
information may include content relating to o?‘ensive web 
sites. The ?rst electronic information and the second elec 
tronic information may further include full text, titles, 
descriptions, and addresses of web sites. 

Searching different data stores based on a classi?cation of 
a search term may be performed by a web host having 
members, and may further include automatically scanning 
contents of a website when the website is accessed by 
members of the web host and classifying the contents of the 
website among at least one of the ?rst electronic information 
within the ?rst electronic information store and the second 
electronic information within the second electronic infor 
mation store. The contents of the website then are stored in 
the ?rst electronic information store when the contents of the 
website are classi?ed among the ?rst electronic information, 
and in the second electronic information store when the 
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2 
contents of the website are classi?ed among the second 
electronic information. The ?rst electronic information store 
may be located on a ?rst server, and the second electronic 
information store may be located on a second server that 
differs from the ?rst server. 

In another general aspect, storing searchable contents into 
more than one distinct data store may include receiving 
content, classifying the content among a ?rst electronic 
information store and a second information store, and stor 
ing the content based on the classifying among the ?rst 
electronic information store and the second electronic infor 
mation store. 

Embodiments may include one or more of the following 
features. For example, classifying may be based on content 
received from a listing service. Classifying may also be 
based on the content itself. 

In another general aspect, storing searchable content may 
include using a ?rst electronic information store that 
includes content based on classifying the content as non 
o?‘ensive and a second electronic information store that 
includes content based on classifying the content as o?‘en 
sive. The ?rst electronic information store may be included 
on a ?rst server and the second electronic information store 
may be included on a second server that differs from the ?rst 
server. 

These general and speci?c aspects may be implemented 
using a system, a method, or a computer program, or any 
combination of systems, methods, and computer programs. 

Other features and advantages will be apparent from the 
description and drawings, and from the claims. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a communications system. 
FIGS. 2*6 are expansions of the block diagram of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 7 is a ?owchart of a process for performing an 

electronic search, which may be performed by components 
of the systems shown in FIGS. 1*6. 

FIG. 8a is a ?owchart of a process for performing a 
category search as part of the process of FIG. 7. 

FIG. 8b is an exemplary screen shot that shows the results 
of the category search performed in FIG. 811. 

FIG. 80 is an exemplary screen shot that shows more 
detailed results of the category search performed in FIG. 811. 

FIG. 9a is a ?owchart of a process for performing a web 
site search as part of the process of FIG. 7. 

FIG. 9b is a ?owchart of a process for searching different 
data stores as part of the process of FIG. 911. 

FIG. 90 is a block diagram of a system for storing 
searchable content. 

FIG. 9d is a ?owchart of a process for populating elec 
tronic information stores. 

FIG. 9e is an exemplary screen shot that shows the results 
of the web site search. 

FIG. 10a is a ?owchart of a process for displaying search 
results as part of the process of FIG. 7. 

FIG. 10b is an exemplary screen shot that shows the 
displayed search results. 

FIG. 100 is an exemplary screen shot that shows matching 
web page results. 

Like reference symbols in the various drawings indicate 
like elements. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

For illustrative purposes, FIGS. 1*6 describe a commu 
nications system for implementing techniques for transfer 


























