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To all whom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, BENJAMIN 0. Fox, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Ches 
ter, in the county of Delaware and State of 
Pennsylvania, have invented new and useful 
Improvements in Caps for Type-Writer Keys, 
of which the following is a speci?cation. 
My invention relates to improvements in' 

caps or heads for type-writer keys, and has 
for its object to obviate the confusion which 
arises in having more than one letter or char 
acter printed on the same face of a key-cap. 
The simple and novel construction em 

ployed by me in carrying out my invention 
is fully described and claimed in this speci 
?cation and illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part thereof, in which 
Figure 1 is a perspective of a keyboard with 

my improved keys thereon. ' Fig. 2 is a per 
spective of one of the improved caps. Fig. 
3 is a modi?ed form of the same. 
Like numerals of reference designate like 

parts in the different views of the drawings. 
The numeral l'designates a keyboard hav 

ing a bank of type-keys 2 thereon and two 
shift-keys 3 and 4., as on the well-known Oli 
ver keyboard. Each of the keys 2 is provided 
with a cap 5, which comprises a cylindrical 
portion 5a and a ledge 5", formed on the side 
of said cylinder. The cylinder 5a is mounted 
head upward, and this head forms a horizon 
tal face 6, on which a character 7 is printed. 
The ledge 5b has a face 8 thereon which is 
inclined toward and fronts the operator of 
the keys. A character 9, different'from the 
character 6, is printed on the inclined face 8, 
which is also colored a diiferent color from 
that of the face 6. 
Two shift-keys 3 and 4 are employed. The 

key 3 is arranged to be operated to print the 
upper-case character corresponding to the 
character 7 on the faces 6, while the key 4 is 
arranged to be operated to print the upper 
case character corresponding to the charac 

ters 9 on the faces 8. The cap of the key 4 
' is colored to correspond to the inclined faces 8. 
My improved keys are operated in the same 

manner as the ordinary keys,-the faces 6 be 
ing engaged by the fingers of the operator. 
The placing of the two characters at an angle 
to each other greatly reduces the mental ef 
fort necessary in writing the correct character, 
and making the faces of different colors still 
further decreases this effort. In the modi?ed 
form the ledge 5b has a horizontal face 9. 

I do not wish to be limited as to details of 
construction, as these may be modi?ed in 
many particulars without departing from the 
spiritofrmy invention. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is— ' ‘ ' 

1. A key-cap comprising a cylindrical por 
tion having a character on the upper face 
thereof and a ledge formed on the side of 
said cylindrical portion and having a face 
thereon bearing a character, substantially as 
described. 

2. A key-cap having an upturned face hear 
ing a character, and a visible face slightly 
inclined to the ?rst-mentioned face and hav 
ing a different character thereon, substan 
tially as described. 

3. A key-cap having an upturned face hear 
ing a character, and a visible face slightly 
inclined to said upturned face and of a dif 
ferent color, substantially as described. 

4. Akey-cap having an upturned face bear 
ing a character and a slightly-inclined ledge 
formed on said cap and bearing a visible 
character, substantially as described. . ' 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit 
nesses. . 

, BENJAMIN 0. FOX. 
Witnesses: , 

MARY F. HUMBERT, 
EMMA COLLINS. 
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