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RF PHOTONICS RESIDUAL ERROR 
CORRECTION 

FIELD OF INVENTION 

The invention relates generally to signal transmissions 
Within a mobile platform communication system. More 
speci?cally, the invention relates to maintaining signal 
integrity of optical signals over a Wide frequency range and 
a Wide amplitude range Within a mobile platform ?ber optic 
communications system. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

At least some links Within communication systems of a 
mobile platform, such as an aircraft, bus, ship or train, 
transmit signals at very high frequencies, e.g. greater than 1 
GHZ. Signals at such high frequencies can not be digitally 
sampled and therefore must be transmitted as an analog 
signal. Additionally, these high frequency signals often 
require a very high degree of transmission accuracy betWeen 
various points of the mobile platform. For example, elec 
tronic Warfare systems of an aircraft require a high degree of 
transmission accuracy. Currently, coaxial cable is typically 
used to provide such communication links. HoWever, 
coaxial cable is costly and very heavy and thus adds pro 
duction costs and Weight to the mobile platform. To reduce 
this cost and Weight, attempts have been made to incorporate 
?ber optic links in some knoWn mobile platform commu 
nications systems. To date, implementation of ?ber optics 
has been impeded by the inability to maintain linearity, i.e. 
transmission accuracy, betWeen the high frequency electrical 
signal input to the communication system and the optical 
signal output from the communication system. That is, ?ber 
optic communication systems Within the mobile platform are 
generally not capable of converting such high frequency 
electrical signals to optical signals Without degradation of 
the signal. 
More speci?cally, in order to modulate a laser source at 

high frequencies, an external modulator is generally 
employed, for example a Mach-Zehnder interferometer. 
When using a modulation device, such as a Mach-Zehnder 
interferometer, the optical signal is modulated across one 
arm of the interferometer, thereby delaying the phase of the 
optical signal through that arm With respect to the other arm 
of the interferometer. As a result of the constructive or 
destructive interference, the optical signal output from the 
interferometer is amplitude modulated. HoWever, the modu 
lation of optical signals at high frequencies Within a broad 
range of amplitudes is generally non-linear, i.e. the optical 
signals are generally distorted With respect to the electrical 
signal used to modulate the optical signal. 

Therefore, it Would be desirable to employ a ?ber optic 
communication system Within a mobile platform, Wherein 
optical signals can be modulated Within a Wide range of 
frequencies and amplitudes Without distortion. Thus, there 
Would be very little degradation or distortion of the optical 
signals With respect to the electrical signal use to modulate 
the optical signal. Employing such ?ber optics in certain 
mobile platform communication systems Would save costs 
and considerably reduce the payload of the mobile platform. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In one preferred embodiment of the present invention, a 
?ber optic communication system is provided that converts 
a data input electrical signal to a ?nal modulated optical 
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2 
signal With a high degree of accuracy. More speci?cally, the 
system includes a feed forWard photonic modulation 
(FFPM) circuit that converts the data input electrical signal 
to the ?nal modulated optical signal. The FFPM utiliZes a 
feed forWard technique to correct for degradation and/or 
distortion in the ?nal modulated optical signal. Thus, the 
FFPM converts the data input electrical signal such that the 
?nal modulated optical signal has a high degree of linearity 
With respect to the data input electrical signal. 
The FFPM circuit includes a ?rst portion that receives the 

data input electrical signal and a system optical signal. The 
FFPM ?rst portion utiliZes the input electrical signal and the 
system optical signal to generate a ?rst modulated optical 
signal having a ?rst Wavelength. The FFPM ?rst portion 
then splits the ?rst modulated optical signal into a ?rst 
segment and a second segment, each having the ?rst Wave 
length. The FFPM circuit additionally includes a second 
portion that receives the data input electrical signal, the 
system optical signal and the second segment of the ?rst 
modulated optical signal. The FFPM second portion utiliZes 
the data input electrical signal, the system optical signal and 
the second segment to generate a second modulated optical 
signal having a second Wavelength. The FFPM second 
portion then combines the second segment With the second 
modulated optical signal to generate a summed optical 
signal. 
The FFPM circuit further includes a third portion that 

receives the summed optical signal and the system optical 
signal. The FFPM third portion utiliZes the summed optical 
signal and the system optical signal to generate a corrective 
modulated optical signal having a third Wavelength. Further 
yet, the FFPM circuit includes a fourth portion that com 
bines the ?rst segment of the ?rst modulated optical signal 
With the corrective modulated optical signal to generate the 
?nal modulated optical signal. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention Will become more fully understood 
from the detailed description and accompanying draWings, 
Wherein; 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a ?ber optic communication 
system, in accordance With one preferred embodiment of the 
present invention; and 

FIG. 2 is a schematic of one preferred embodiment of feed 
forWard photonic modulation (FFPM) circuit shoWn in FIG. 
1. 

Corresponding reference numerals indicate correspond 
ing parts throughout the several vieWs of draWings. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a ?ber optic communication 
system 10, in accordance With one preferred embodiment of 
the present invention. The system 10 generates a ?nal 
modulated optical signal 14 having a high degree of linearity 
With respect to a data input electrical signal 18 used to 
modulate a system optical signal 22. More speci?cally, the 
system 10 includes a feed forWard photonic modulation 
(FFPM) circuit 26. The FFPM circuit 26 is especially Well 
suited for converting high frequency analog data input 
electrical signals 18, eg radio frequency signals, Within a 
very broad range of amplitudes to the ?nal modulated 
optical signals 14. The ?nal modulated optical signals 14 
generated by the FFPM circuit 26 have a high degree of 
linearity With respect to the high frequency data input 
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electrical signals 18. That is, the ?nal modulated optical 
signals 14 have little or substantially no degradation With 
respect to the high frequency data input electrical signals 18. 
Thus, the system 10 is suitable for use in any environment 
Where it is desirable to utiliZe optical signals to communi 
cate data from one point to another, for example Within a 
mobile platform, such as an aircraft, bus, boat or train. 

The system 10 additionally includes a light source 30, 
such as a laser, for emitting the system optical signal 22, and 
an electrical signal source 34 that provides the data input 
electrical signal 18 to the FFPM circuit 26. In one preferred 
embodiment, the data input electrical signal 18 is a high 
frequency analog electrical signal. The light source 30 emits 
the system optical signal 22 at a substantially constant 
amplitude. The electrical signal source 34 can be any device 
that communicates information or data via electrical signals. 
For example, the electrical signal source 34 can be a 
component of an electronic Warfare system onboard a mili 
tary aircraft. In Which case the electrical signal source 34 
may generate one or more data input electrical signals 18 to 
communicate data to a pilot regarding the vulnerability of 
the aircraft to hostile Weapons, e.g. missiles and aerial 
rockets. 

The FFPM circuit 26 includes a ?rst portion 38 that 
receives the data input electrical signal 18 and the system 
optical signal 22. The FFPM ?rst portion 38 utiliZes the 
input electrical signal 18 and the system optical signal 22 to 
generate a ?rst modulated optical signal 40 (shoWn in FIG. 
2) having a ?rst Wavelength Al. The FFPM ?rst portion 38 
splits the ?rst modulated optical signal 40 into a ?rst 
segment 42 and a second segment 46, each having the ?rst 
Wavelength Al. The FFPM circuit 26 additionally includes a 
second portion 50 that receives the data input electrical 
signal 18, the system optical signal 22 and the second 
segment 46 of the ?rst modulated optical signal 40. The 
FFPM second portion 50 utiliZes the data input electrical 
signal 18, the system optical signal 22 and the second 
segment 46 to generate a second modulated optical signal 52 
(shoWn in FIG. 2) having a second Wavelength A2. The 
FFPM second portion 50 then combines the second segment 
46 of the ?rst modulated optical signal 40 With the second 
modulated optical signal 52 to generate a summed optical 
signal 54. 
The FFPM circuit 26 further includes a third portion 58 

that receives the summed optical signal 54 and the system 
optical signal 22. The FFPM third portion 58 utilizes the 
summed optical signal 54 and the system optical signal 22 
to generate a corrective modulated optical signal 62 having 
a third Wavelength k3. Further yet, the FFPM circuit 26 
includes a fourth portion 66 that combines the ?rst segment 
42 of the ?rst modulated optical signal 40 With the corrective 
modulated optical signal 62, thereby generating the ?nal 
modulated optical signal 14. The ?nal modulated optical 
signal 14 has a high degree of linearity, i.e. little or sub 
stantially no degradation, With respect to the data input 
electrical signal 18. 

FIG. 2 is a schematic of one preferred embodiment of the 
feed forWard photonic modulation (FFPM) circuit 26, shoWn 
in FIG. 1. The ?rst portion 38 of the FFPM circuit 26 
includes a ?rst electrical ampli?er that ampli?es the data 
input electrical signal 18 to a ?rst level and outputs a ?rst 
ampli?ed electrical signal 74. The ?rst portion 38 addition 
ally includes a ?rst optical modulating sub-circuit 78. The 
?rst optical modulating sub-circuit 78 uses the ?rst ampli?ed 
electrical signal 74 to modulate the system optical signal 22 
and output the ?rst modulated optical signal 40 having the 
Wavelength A1. The ?rst optical modulating sub-circuit 74 
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4 
includes a ?rst laser diode 82 that has the ?rst Wavelength 
Al. The system optical signal 22 is adjusted to have the ?rst 
Wavelength of L1 as it passes through the ?rst laser diode 82. 
The system optical signal 22 having the ?rst Wavelength 

k1 is then input to a ?rst optical modulator 86, eg a 
Mach-Zehnder interferometer. The ?rst optical modulator 86 
modulates the system optical signal 22 in accordance With 
the ?rst ampli?ed electrical signal 74 and outputs the ?rst 
modulated optical signal 40 having the ?rst Wavelength Al. 
The ?rst portion 38 further includes a splitter 90 that splits 
the ?rst modulated optical signal 40 into the ?rst segment 42 
and the second segment 46, Wherein each of the ?rst and 
second segments 42 and 46 comprise a portion of the ?rst 
optical signal 40. The ratio of ?rst segment 42 to the second 
segment 46 can be any desirable ratio depending on the 
application of the ?ber optic communications system 10. For 
example, the ?rst segment 42 could comprise 90% of the 
?rst optical signal 40 and the second segment could com 
prise 10% of the ?rst optical signal 40. The ?rst and second 
segments 42 and 46 each have the ?rst Wavelength kl. 

In one preferred embodiment, the ?rst electrical ampli?er 
70 is capable of handling analog electrical signals over a 
very Wide range of frequencies and amplitudes. Likewise, 
the ?rst laser diode 82, the ?rst optical modulator 86, and the 
splitter 90 are capable of handling analog optical signals 
over a very Wide range of frequencies and amplitudes. For 
example, the frequency ranges may include electrical and/or 
optical signals With frequencies greater that l GHZ. 
The second portion 50 of the FFPM circuit 26 includes a 

second electrical ampli?er 94 that ampli?es the data input 
electrical signal 18 to a second level and outputs a second 
ampli?ed electrical signal 98. The second portion 50 addi 
tionally includes a second optical modulating sub-circuit 
102. The second optical modulating sub-circuit 102 uses the 
second ampli?ed electrical signal 98 to modulate the system 
optical signal 22 and output the second modulated optical 
signal 52 having the Wavelength A2. The second optical 
modulating sub-circuit 102 includes a second laser diode 
106 that has the second Wavelength A2. The system optical 
signal 22 is adjusted to have the second Wavelength of L2 as 
it passes through the second laser diode 106. 
The system optical signal 22 having the second Wave 

length k2 is then input to a second optical modulator 110, eg 
a Mach-Zehnder interferometer. The second optical modu 
lator 110 modulates the system optical signal 22 in accor 
dance With the second ampli?ed electrical signal 98 and 
outputs the second modulated optical signal 52 having the 
second Wavelength A2. The second portion 50 further 
includes a ?rst dichroic mirror 114 that combines the second 
segment 46 of the ?rst modulated optical signal 40 With the 
second modulated optical signal 52. The output of the ?rst 
dichroic mirror 114 is the summed optical signal 54. The 
summed optical signal 54 comprises the second segment 46 
having the ?rst Wavelength k1 and the second modulated 
optical signal having second Wavelength M. 

In one preferred embodiment, the second electrical ampli 
?er 94 is capable of handling analog electrical signals over 
a very Wide range of frequencies and amplitudes. Likewise, 
the second laser diode 106, the second optical modulator 110 
and the dichroic mirror 114 are capable of handling analog 
optical signals over a very Wide range of frequencies and 
amplitudes. For example, the frequency ranges may include 
electrical and/or optical signals With frequencies greater that 
l GHZ. 
The ?rst electrical ampli?er 70 and the second electrical 

ampli?er 94 each have a speci?ed gain, Wherein the gain of 
the second electrical ampli?er 94 is less than the gain of the 
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?rst electrical ampli?er 70. For example, the ?rst electrical 
ampli?er 70 may have a gain of +10 While the second 
electrical ampli?er 94 may have a gain of —1. Since the 
second electrical ampli?er 94 has a smaller gain, the second 
ampli?ed electrical signal 98 incurs less distortion. That is, 
the second ampli?ed electrical signal 98 is a more accurate, 
i.e. more linear, signal With respect to the data input elec 
trical signal 18. Generally, the greater the difference in the 
gains of the ?rst and second electrical ampli?er 70 and 94, 
the more accurate the second ampli?ed electrical signal 98 
Will be in relation to the ?rst ampli?ed electrical signal 40. 
Additionally, as described above, the ratio of ?rst segment 
42 to the second segment 46 can be any desirable ratio 
depending on the application of the ?ber optic communica 
tions system 10. However, in one preferred embodiment, the 
ratio of the ?rst segment 42 to the second segment 46 equals 
the ratio of the gains of the ?rst and second electrical 
ampli?ers 70 and 94. For example, if the gains of the ?rst 
and second electrical ampli?ers 70 and 94 are respectively 
+10 and —1, then the splitter 90 Will spit the ?rst modulated 
optical signal 40 such that the ?rst segment 42 is 90% of the 
?rst modulated optical signal 40 and the second segment 46 
is 10%. 

The third portion 58 of the FFPM circuit 26 includes an 
optical detector 118. The optical detector 118 receives the 
data input electrical signal 18 and converts the summed 
optical signal 54 into a corrective electrical signal 122. The 
third portion 58 also includes a third electrical ampli?er 126 
that ampli?es the corrective electrical signal 122 and outputs 
a corrective ampli?ed electrical signal 130. The third portion 
58 additionally includes a third optical modulating sub 
circuit 134. The third optical modulating sub-circuit 134 
uses the corrective ampli?ed electrical signal 130 to modu 
late the system optical signal 22 and output the corrective 
modulated optical signal 62 having the third Wavelength A3. 
The third optical modulating sub-circuit 134 includes a third 
laser diode 138 that has the third Wavelength A3. The system 
optical signal 22 is adjusted to have the third Wavelength of 
L3 as it passes through the third laser diode 138. 

The gain of the third electrical ampli?er 126 is adjusted so 
that the overall optical gain of the FFMP third portion 58 has 
the ratio of the split at the splitter 90, only having a negative 
value. Thus, for example, the exemplary system in Which the 
?rst and second segments 42 and 46 respectively contain 
90% and 10% of the poWer of the ?rst modulated optical 
signal 40, the third electrical ampli?er 126 Will adjust the 
corrective modulated optical signal 62 to have 9 times the 
poWer of the summed optical signal 54. Additionally, the 
corrective modulated optical signal 62 Will have a negative 
value relative to the summed signal 54. Thus, in this 
exemplary system the gain of the third electrical ampli?er 
126 Will be determined as folloWs. If the ?rst modulated 
optical signal 40 has a distortion of ‘e’, the ?rst modulated 
optical signal 40 Will have a coef?cient of 1(1-e). Accord 
ingly, the ?rst segment 42 of the ?rst modulated optical 
signal 40 Will have a coe?icient of 0.9(1-e) and the second 
segment 46 Will have a coe?icient of 0.1(1-e). The second 
modulated optical signal 52 Will have a coefficient of —0.1 
because the gain of the second electrical ampli?er 94 is —1/10 
of the gain of the ?rst electrical ampli?er 70 and the second 
modulated optical signal 52 is substantially undistorted. 
Therefore, the summed modulated signal 54 has coef?cient 
0.1(1—e)—0.1:—0.1e. The third ampli?er 126 has its gain 
adjusted so that the FFMP third portion 58 has overall gain 
of —9, such that the corrective modulated optical signal 62 
Will have a coef?cient of 0.9e. When the corrective modu 
lated optical signal 62 is summed With the ?rst segment 42 
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6 
by the second dichroic mirror 146 the ?nal optical signal 14 
With have a coef?cient of 0.9, relative to the ?rst optical 
signal 40. Therefore, the ?nal optical signal 14 Will be 
substantially undistorted. 
The system optical signal 22 having the third Wavelength 

k3 is then input to a third optical modulator 142, eg a 
Mach-Zehnder interferometer. The third optical modulator 
142 modulates the system optical signal 22 in accordance 
With the corrective ampli?ed electrical signal 130 and out 
puts the corrective modulated optical signal 62 having the 
third Wavelength A3. The Wavelength of the corrective 
modulated optical signal 62, i.e. k3, can generally be any 
Wavelength other than the Wavelength of the ?rst modulated 
optical signal 40, i.e. k1. That is, the third Wavelength k3 can 
equal X2 or any other desirable Wavelength, With the excep 
tion that the third Wavelength k3 can not be equal to Al. 

In one preferred embodiment, the optical detector 118 is 
capable of handling electrical and optical signals over a Wide 
range of frequencies and amplitudes. Additionally, the third 
electrical ampli?er 126 is capable of handling electrical 
signals over a Wide range of frequencies. Likewise, the third 
laser diode 138 and the third optical modulator 142 are 
capable of handling optical signals over a Wide range of 
frequencies and amplitudes. For example, the frequency 
ranges may include electrical and/or optical signals With 
frequencies greater that 1 GHZ. 
The fourth portion 66 of the FFPM circuit 26 includes a 

second dichroic mirror 146 that combines the ?rst segment 
42 of the ?rst modulated optical signal 40 With the corrective 
modulated optical signal 62. The second dichroic mirror 146 
outputs the ?nal modulated optical signal 14. The ?nal 
modulated optical signal 14 is then input into an output ?ber 
Where the ?nal modulated optical signal 14 is transmitted to 
a receiving device (not shoWn). The ?nal modulated optical 
signal 14 comprises the ?rst segment 42 having the ?rst 
Wavelength k1 and the corrective modulated optical signal 
62 having the third Wavelength A3. The tWo signals com 
prising the ?nal modulated optical signal 14, i.e. the ?rst 
segment 42 and the corrective modulated optical signal 62, 
are summed When they reach the receiving device. Thus, the 
?nal modulated signal 14 received by the receiving device is 
an undistorted version of the data input electrical signal 18. 
More speci?cally, the corrective optical signal 62 corrects 
any distortion, i.e. non-linearity, in the ?rst modulated 
optical signal 40 With respect to the data input electrical 
signal 18. 

In one preferred embodiment, the fourth portion 66 addi 
tionally includes a delay device 150. The delay device 150 
delays the ?rst segment 42 of the ?rst modulated optical 
signal 40 to compensate for any delay in the corrective 
modulated optical signal 62 caused by the third electrical 
ampli?er 126. In another preferred embodiment, the delay 
device 150 and the second dichroic mirror 146 are capable 
of handing optical signals over a Wide range of frequencies 
and amplitudes. For example, the frequency ranges may 
include optical signals With frequencies greater that 1 GHZ. 

It Will be appreciated that the all the optical signals 
generated by the FFMP circuit 26, eg optical signals 40, 42, 
46, 52, 54, 62 and 14 are optically pumped by the system 
optical signal 22. 

Thus, the ?ber optic communications system 10 utiliZes 
the FFPM circuit 26 to modulate the data input electrical 
input 18 such that the ?nal optical signal 14 received by the 
receiving device has a substantially linear relationship With 
the data input electrical signal 18 over a Wide range of 
frequencies and amplitudes. 
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While the invention has been described in terms of 
various speci?c embodiments, those skilled in the art Will 
recognize that the invention can be practiced With modi? 
cation Within the spirit and scope of the claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A ?ber optic communication system Within a mobile 

platform, said system comprising: 
a light source adapted to emit a system optical signal; 
an electrical signal source adapted to provide a data input 

electrical signal; and 
a feed forWard photonic modulation circuit adapted to 

receive the data input electrical signal and the system 
optical signal and output a ?nal modulated optical 
signal substantially free from residual error, the feed 
forWard photonic modulation circuit comprising: 

a ?rst portion adapted to receive the data input electrical 
signal and the system optical signal generate a ?rst 
modulated optical signal having a ?rst Wavelength, and 
split the ?rst modulated optical signal into a ?rst 
segment and a second segment; and 

a second portion adapted to receive the data input elec 
trical signal, the system optical signal and the second 
segment of the ?rst modulated optical signal, generate 
a second modulated optical signal having a second 
Wavelength, and combine the second segment of the 
?rst modulated optical signal With the second modu 
lated optical signal to generate a summed optical sig 
nal. 

2. The system of claim 1, Wherein the feed forWard 
photonic modulation circuit further comprises a third portion 
adapted to receive the summed optical signal and the system 
optical signal, and generate a corrective modulated optical 
signal having a third Wavelength. 

3. The system of claim 2, Wherein the feed forWard 
photonic modulation circuit further comprises a fourth por 
tion adapted to combine the ?rst segment of the ?rst modu 
lated optical signal With the corrective optical signal to 
generate a ?nal modulated optical signal that has a high 
degree of linearity With respect to the data input electrical 
signal. 

4. The system of claim 3, Wherein the ?rst portion 
comprises a ?rst electrical ampli?er adapted to amplify the 
data input electrical signal to a ?rst level and output a ?rst 
ampli?ed electrical signal. 

5. The system of claim 4, Wherein the ?rst portion further 
comprises a ?rst optical modulating sub-circuit adapted to 
use the ?rst ampli?ed electrical signal to modulate the 
system optical signal and output the ?rst modulated optical 
signal. 

6. The system of claim 5, Wherein the ?rst portion further 
comprises a splitter adapted to split the ?rst modulated 
optical signal into the ?rst segment and the second segment, 
Wherein each of the ?rst and second segment have the ?rst 
Wavelength. 

7. The system of claim 6, Wherein the second portion 
comprises a second electrical ampli?er adapted to amplify 
the data input electrical signal to a second level and output 
a second ampli?ed electrical signal. 

8. The system of claim 7, Wherein the second portion 
further comprises a second optical modulating sub-circuit 
adapted to use the second ampli?ed electrical signal to 
modulate the system optical signal and output the second 
modulated optical signal. 

9. The system of claim 8, Wherein second portion further 
comprises a ?rst dichroic mirror adapted to combine the 
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8 
second segment of the ?rst modulated optical signal With the 
second modulated optical signal and output the summed 
optical signal. 

10. The system of claim 9, Wherein the third portion 
comprises an optical detector adapted to convert the 
summed optical signal into a corrective electrical signal. 

11. The system of claim 10, Wherein the third portion 
further comprise a third electrical ampli?er adapted to 
amplify the corrective electrical signal. 

12. The system of claim 11, Wherein the third portion 
further comprises a third optical modulating sub-circuit 
adapted to use the ampli?ed corrective electrical signal to 
modulate the system optical signal and output the corrective 
modulated optical signal. 

13. The system of claim 12, Wherein the fourth portion 
comprises a delay device adapted to delay the ?rst segment 
of the ?rst modulated optical signal. 

14. The system of claim 12, Wherein the fourth portion 
comprises a second dichroic mirror adapted to combine the 
?rst segment of the ?rst modulated optical signal With the 
corrective modulated optical signal and output the ?nal 
modulated optical signal. 

15. A method for generating an optical signal having a 
high degree of linearity With respect to a data input electrical 
signal used to modulate the optical signal, said method 
comprising: 

receiving a data input electrical signal and a system 
optical signal at a ?rst portion of a feed forWard 
photonic modulation circuit and generating a ?rst 
modulated optical signal having a ?rst Wavelength; 

splitting the ?rst modulated optical signal into a ?rst 
segment and a second segment 

receiving the data input electrical signal, the system 
optical signal and the second segment of the ?rst 
modulated optical signal at a second portion of the feed 
forWard photonic modulation circuit and generating a 
second modulated optical signal having a second Wave 
length; 

combining the second segment of the ?rst modulated 
optical signal With the second modulated optical signal 
to generate a summed optical signal and using the 
summed optical signal to generate a corrective modu 
lated signal; and 

using the corrective modulated signal to correct for non 
linearity in the ?rst segment of the ?rst modulated 
optical signal, thereby generating a ?nal modulate 
optical signal having a increased degree of linearity 
With respect to the data input electrical signal. 

16. The method of claim 15, Wherein generating the ?rst 
modulated optical signal having a ?rst Wavelength com 
prises; 

amplifying the data input electrical signal to a ?rst level 
to produce a ?rst ampli?ed electrical signal; and 

modulating the system optical signal utiliZing the ?rst 
ampli?ed electrical signal to generate the ?rst modu 
lated optical signal. 

17. The method of claim 15, Wherein generating the 
second modulated optical signal having a second Wave 
length comprises: 

amplifying the data input electrical signal to a second 
level to produce a second ampli?ed electrical signal; 
and 

modulating the system optical signal utiliZing the second 
ampli?ed electrical signal to generate the second modu 
lated optical signal. 

18. The method of claim 15, Wherein generating the 
corrective modulated signal further comprises: 
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receiving the summed optical signal and the system 
optical signal at a third portion of the feed forward 
photonic modulation circuit; and 

generating the corrective modulated optical signal having 
a third Wavelength. 

19. The method of claim 18, Wherein generating the 
corrective modulated optical signal having a third Wave 
length comprises: 

converting the summed optical signal into a corrective 
electrical signal; 

amplifying the corrective electrical signal; and 
modulating the system optical signal utiliZing the correc 

tive electrical signal to generate the corrective modu 
lated optical signal. 

20. The method of claim 18, Wherein using the corrective 
modulated signal to correct for non-linearity in the modu 
lated system optical signal comprises combining the ?rst 
segment of the ?rst modulated optical signal With the 
corrective optical signal at a fourth portion of the feed 
forWard photonic modulation circuit to thereby generate the 
?nal modulated optical signal. 

21. The method of claim 20, Wherein combining the ?rst 
segment of the ?rst modulated optical signal With the 
corrective optical signal comprises delaying the ?rst seg 
ment of the ?rst modulated optical signal. 

22. A feed forWard photonic modulation system for cor 
recting residual error in a modulated optical signal, said 
system comprising: 

a ?rst portion adapted to receive a data input electrical 
signal and a system optical signal, generate a ?rst 
modulated optical signal having a ?rst Wavelength, and 
split the ?rst modulated optical signal into a ?rst 
segment and a second segment; 

a second portion adapted to receive the data input elec 
trical signal, the system optical signal and the second 
segment of the ?rst modulated optical signal, generate 
a second modulated optical signal having a second 
Wavelength, and combine the second segment of the 
?rst modulated optical signal With the second modu 
lated optical signal to generate a summed optical sig 
nal; 

a third portion adapted to receive the summed optical 
signal and the system optical signal, and generate a 
corrective modulated optical signal having a third 
Wavelength; and 

a fourth portion adapted to combine the ?rst segment of 
the ?rst modulated optical signal With the corrective 
modulated optical signal to generate a ?nal modulated 
optical signal that has a high degree of linearity With 
respect to the data input electrical signal. 
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23. The system of claim 22, Wherein the ?rst portion 

comprises a ?rst electrical ampli?er adapted to amplify the 
data input electrical signal to a ?rst level and output a ?rst 
ampli?ed electrical signal. 

24. The system of claim 23, Wherein the ?rst portion 
further comprises a ?rst optical modulating sub-circuit 
adapted to use the ?rst ampli?ed electrical signal to modu 
late the system optical signal and output the ?rst modulated 
optical signal. 

25. The system of claim 24, Wherein the ?rst portion 
further comprises a splitter adapted to split the ?rst modu 
lated optical signal into the ?rst segment and the second 
segment, Wherein each of the ?rst and second segments have 
the ?rst Wavelength. 

26. The system of claim 25, Wherein the second portion 
comprises a second electrical ampli?er adapted to amplify 
the data input electrical signal to a second level and output 
a second ampli?ed electrical signal. 

27. The system of claim 26, Wherein the second portion 
further comprises a second optical modulating sub-circuit 
adapted to use the second ampli?ed electrical signal to 
modulate the system optical signal and output the second 
modulated optical signal. 

28. The system of claim 27, Wherein second portion 
further comprises a ?rst dichroic mirror adapted to combine 
the second segment of the ?rst modulated optical signal With 
the second modulated optical signal and output the summed 
optical signal. 

29. The system of claim 28, Wherein the third portion 
comprises an optical detector adapted to convert the 
summed optical signal into a corrective electrical signal. 

30. The system of claim 29, Wherein the third portion 
further comprises a third electrical ampli?er adapted to 
amplify the corrective electrical signal. 

31. The system of claim 30, Wherein the third portion 
further comprises a third optical modulating sub-circuit 
adapted to use the ampli?ed corrective electrical signal to 
modulate the optical signal and output the corrective modu 
lated optical signal. 

32. The system of claim 31, Wherein the fourth portion 
comprises a delay device adapted to delay the ?rst segment 
of the ?rst optical signal. 

33. The system of claim 31, Wherein the fourth portion 
comprises a second dichroic mirror adapted to combine the 
?rst segment of the ?rst modulated optical signal With the 
corrective modulated optical and output the ?nal modulated 
optical signal. 


