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MULTILAYER OPTICAL COMPENSATOR, 
LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY, AND PROCESS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a multilayer optical 
compensator for liquid crystal displays. The invention also 
relates to a process for making such a compensator and 
liquid crystal displays using the compensator. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Liquid crystals are Widely used for electronic displays. In 
these display systems, a liquid crystal cell is typically 
situated betWeen a pair of polariZer and analyZers. An 
incident light polariZed by the polariZer passes through a 
liquid crystal cell and is affected by the molecular orienta 
tion of the liquid crystal, Which can be altered by the 
application of a voltage across the cell. The altered light goes 
into the analyZer. By employing this principle, the transmis 
sion of light from an external source including ambient light, 
can be controlled. The energy required to achieve this 
control is generally much less than required for the lumi 
nescent materials used in other display types such as cathode 
ray tubes (CRT). Accordingly, liquid crystal technology is 
used for a number of electronic imaging devices, including 
but not limited to digital Watches, calculators, portable 
computers, and electronic games for Which light-Weight, 
loW-poWer consumption and long-operating life are impor 
tant features. 

Contrast, color reproduction, and stable gray scale inten 
sities are important quality attributes for electronic displays, 
Which employ liquid crystal technology. The primary factor 
limiting the contrast of a liquid crystal display (LCD) is the 
propensity for light to “leak” through liquid crystal elements 
or cells, Which are in the dark or “black” pixel state. 
Furthermore, the leakage and hence contrast of a liquid 
crystal display are also dependent on the direction from 
Which the display screen is vieWed. Typically the optimum 
contrast is observed only Within a narroW vieWing angle 
range centered about the normal incidence to the display and 
falls oiT rapidly as the vieWing direction deviates from the 
display normal. In color displays, the leakage problem not 
only degrades the contrast but also causes color or hue shifts 
With an associated degradation of color reproduction. 
LCDs are quickly replacing CRTs as monitors for desktop 

computers and other o?ice or household appliances. It is also 
expected that the number of LCD television monitors With 
a larger screen siZe Will sharply increase in the near future. 
HoWever, unless problems of vieWing angle dependence 
such as hue shift, degradation in contrast, and an inversion 
of brightness are solved, LCD’s application as a replacement 
of the traditional CRT Will be limited. 

A Vertically-Aligned liquid crystal display (VA-LCD) 
o?fers an extremely high contrast ratio for normal incident 
light. FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B are the schematics of VA liquid 
crystal cell in OFF 201 and ON 203 states. In its OFF state, 
the liquid crystal optic axis 205 is almost perpendicular to 
the substrate 207, FIG. 2A. With an applied voltage, the 
optic axis 205 is tilted aWay from the cell normal, FIG. 2B. 
In the OFF state, light does not see the birefringence in the 
normal direction 209, giving the dark state that is close to 
that of orthogonally crossed polariZers. HoWever, obliquely 
propagated light 211 picks up retardation giving light leak 
age. This results in a poor contrast ratio in some vieWing 
angle range. 
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2 
A bend aligned nematic liquid crystal display, also 

referred as an Optically Compensated Bend Liquid Crystal 
Display (OCB-LCD) uses a nematic liquid crystal cell based 
on the symmetric bend state. In its actual operation, the 
brightness of the display using the bend aligned nematic 
liquid crystal cell is controlled by an applied voltage or ?eld 
that leads to a di?ferent degree in the bend orientation Within 
the cell as shoWn in FIG. 3A (OFF) 301 and FIG. 3B (ON) 
303. In both states, the liquid crystal optic axis 305 takes 
symmetric bend state around the cell middle plane 307. In 
the On state, the optic axis becomes substantially perpen 
dicular to the cell plane except near the cell substrates 309. 
OCB mode o?fers faster response speed that is suitable to the 
liquid crystal display television (LCD-TV) application. It 
also has advantages in vieWing angle characteristic (VAC) 
over conventional displays, such as TWisted Nematic liquid 
crystal display (TN-LCD). 
The above-mentioned tWo modes, due to their superiority 

over the conventional TN-LCD, are expected to dominate 
the high-end application such as LCD-TV. HoWever, prac 
tical applications of both OCB and VA-LCDs require optical 
compensating means to optimiZe the VAC. In both modes, 
due to the birefringence of liquid crystal and crossed polar 
iZer, VAC su?fers deterioration in contrast When the displays 
are vieWed from oblique angles. Use of biaxial ?lms have 
been suggested to compensate the OCB (US. Pat. No. 
6,108,058) and VA (JP1999-95208) LCDs. In both modes, 
liquid crystals align su?iciently perpendicular to the plane of 
the cell in ON(OCB) or OFF (VA) states. This state gives 
positive Rth, thus the compensation ?lms have to have 
suf?ciently large negative Rth for satisfactory optical com 
pensation. The need for a biaxial ?lm With a large Rth is also 
common for Super TWisted Nematic Liquid Crystal Display 
(STN-LCD). 

Several methods of manufacturing biaxial ?lms With 
sufficient negative value of Rth suitable for compensating 
LCD modes such as OCB, VA and STN have been sug 
gested. 
US. 2001/0026338 discloses a use of retardation increas 

ing agent in combination With triacetylcellulose (TAC). The 
retardation-increasing agent is chosen from aromatic com 
pounds having at least tWo benZene rings. By stretching 
agent doped TAC, one can generate both Rth and Rm. The 
problems With this method is that the amount of the doping 
agent. To generate the desired e?fects of increasing Rth and 
Rm, the necessary amount of agent can be high enough to 
cause unWanted coloration, or movement (dilTusion) of the 
agent into other layers in the LCD With a resulting loss of Rth 
and Rm and undesired chemistry in these adjacent layers. 
With this method, it is difficult to control the values of Rth 
and Rm independently. 

Sasaki et al. proposes (US2003/0086033) the use of 
cholesteric liquid crystal disposed on the positively birefrin 
gent thermoplastic substrate. The pitch of the cholesteric 
liquid crystal (CHLC) is shorter than the Wavelength of the 
visible light, thus properly aligned CHLC exhibits form 
birefringence giving negative Rth. Rm is controlled by 
adjusting the stretching amount of the thermoplastic sub 
strate. The method enables one to adjust Rth and Rm sepa 
rately. HoWever, the use of short pitch CHLC not only makes 
the manufacturing cost high but also complicates the pro 
cessing due to the alignment procedure. 

JP2002-210766 discloses the use of propionyl or butyryl 
substituted TAC. They shoW higher birefringence than ordi 
nary TAC. Thus, by biaxially stretching the substituted TAC 
?lm, one generates Rm and Rth. The method does not require 
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any additional coating or layer but it suffers a dif?culty of 
independent control of Rm and Rth. 

Thus, it is a problem to be solved to provide a multilayer 
optical compensator With independently controlled Rth and 
RM that can be readily manufactured. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The invention provides a multilayer compensator that 
includes one or more polymeric ?rst layers and one or more 

polymeric second layers. The ?rst layers comprise a polymer 
having an out-of-plane (Anth) birefringence not more nega 
tive than —0.01 or not more positive than +0.01. The second 
layers comprise an amorphous polymer having an out-of 
plane birefringence more negative than —0.01 or more 
positive than +0.01. An overall in-plane retardation (Rin) of 
the multilayer compensator is greater than 20 nm and the 
out-of-plane retardation (Rth) of the multilayer compensator 
is more negative than —20 nm or more positive than +20 nm. 

The in-plane retardation (Rin) of the one or more ?rst layers 
is 30% or less of the overall in-plane retardation (Rin) of the 
multilayer compensator. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

While the speci?cation concludes With claims particularly 
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter of the 
present invention, it is believed that the invention Will be 
better understood from the folloWing description When taken 
in conjunction With the accompanying drawings, Wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a vieW of a typical layer With thickness d and 
x-y-Z coordinate system attached to the layer. 

FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B are schematics shoWing, respec 
tively, the typical ON and OFF state of the VA liquid crystal 
cell. 

FIG. 3A and FIG. 3B are schematics shoWing, respec 
tively, the typical ON and OFF states of the OCB liquid 
crystal cell. 

FIG. 4A, FIG. 4B and FIG. 4C are elevation schematics 
of the multilayer optical compensator of the invention. 

FIG. 5A, FIG. 5B and FIG. 5C are schematics ofa liquid 
crystal display With multilayer optical compensators of the 
invention. 

FIG. 6A illustrates a Wide-angle X-ray diffraction pattern 
for the transmission mode of a highly ordered, non-amor 
phous material, and FIG. 6B is a Wide-angle X-ray diffrac 
tion pattern for the transmission mode of an amorphous 
polymer of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

The folloWing de?nitions apply to the description herein: 
Optic axis refers to the direction in Which propagating 

light does not see birefringence. 
ON and OFF state refers to the state With and Without 

applied voltage to the liquid crystal cell. 
In-plane retardation, Rm, of a layer 101 shoWn in FIG. 1 

is a quantity de?ned by (nx—ny)d, Where nx and ny are 
indices of refraction in the direction of x and y. The x axis 
is taken as a direction of maximum index of refraction in the 

x-y plane and the y direction is perpendicular to the x axis. 
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4 
Thus Rin Will alWays be a positive quantity. The x-y plane is 
parallel to the plane 103 of the layer. d is a thickness of the 
layer in the Z-direction. The quantity (nx-ny) is referred to as 
in-plane birefringence, Anl-n. It also Will alWays have posi 
tive values. The values of Anl-n and Rm hereafter are given at 
Wavelength 7t:550 nm. 

Out of-plane retardation, Rth, of a layer 101 shoWn in FIG. 
1, herein, is a quantity de?ned by [nZ—(nx+ny)/ 2] d. n2 is the 
index of refraction in Z-direction. The quantity [nZ—(nx+ny)/ 
2] is referred to as out-of-plane birefringence, Anth. If 
nZ>(nx+ny)/2, Anth is positive, thus the corresponding Rth is 
also positive. If nZ<(nx+ny)/2, Anth is negative and Rth is 
also negative. The values of Anth and Rth hereafter are given 
at 7t:550 nm. 

Amorphous means a lack of long-range order. Thus an 
amorphous polymer does not shoW long-range order as 
measured by techniques such as X-ray diffraction. This is 
demonstrated, by example only, by the contrasting graphic 
characteristics illustrated in FIGS. 6A and 6B. FIG. 6A 
illustrates a Wide-angle X-ray diffraction pattern (transmis 
sion mode) of a rigid rod polymer, speci?cally a (BPDA 
TFNB)0_5-(PMDA-TFMB)O_5 polyimide as referenced in 
US. Pat. No. 5,344,916. FIG. 6B is a Wide-angle X-ray 
diffraction pattern (transmission mode) of an amorphous 
polymer of the present invention [poly(4,4'-hexa?uoroiso 
propylidene-bisphenol-co-4,4'-(2-norbomylidene) bisphe 
nol) terephthalate-co-isophthalate]. 

Chromophore means an atom or group of atoms that serve 

as a unit in light adsorption. (Modern Molecular Photo 
chemistry Nicholas J. Turro Editor, Benjamin/Cummings 
Publishing Co., Menlo Park, Calif. (1978) Pg 77). Typical 
chromophore groups include vinyl, carbonyl, amide, imide, 
ester, carbonate, aromatic (i.e. heteroaromatic or carbocylic 
aromatic such as phenyl, naphthyl, biphenyl, thiophene, 
bisphenol), sulfone, and am or combinations of these 
groups. 

Non-visible chromophore means a chromophore that has 
an absorption maximum outside the range of 4004700 nm. 

Contiguous means that articles are in contact With each 
other. In tWo contiguous layers, one layer is in direct contact 
With the other. Thus, if a polymer layer is formed on the 
substrate by coating, the substrate and the polymer layers are 
contiguous. 
Commonly assigned US. patent application Ser. No. 

10/631,152, ?led Jul. 31, 2003, is incorporated herein by 
reference. In that application, a multilayer optical compen 
sator is disclosed in Which at least one embodiment thereof 

is characterized by the provision of an amorphous polymer 
coated onto the surface of a previously stretched polymer 
support layer. The support layer is stretched to generate an 
in-plane retardation that is greater than 20 nm. 
As explained herein, the present invention is at least 

partially characterized by simultaneous stretching of both 
(or all) layers of the multilayer optical compensator after the 
amorphous polymer layer has been coated onto the surface 
of the polymer support. The stretching can take place While 
the compensator is in a “Wet” state, i.e., after co-casting (or 
coating) of the layers and prior to (or concurrently With) 
drying of the amorphous polymer. Altemately, or in addition, 
“dry” stretching can occur after the multilayer compensator 
has been cast and the amorphous polymer dried. Stretching 



US 7,211,304 B2 
5 

can occur in a transverse direction, i.e., in a direction 

coincident With a casting direction of the ?lm. Altemately, or 
in addition, stretching can occur in a direction perpendicular 
the transverse direction. Also alternately, or in addition, 
stretching can occur obliquely relative to the transverse 

direction (i.e. in a diagonal fashion). 
In various liquid crystal displays, it is desirable to modify 

the birefringence of polariZer stack layers, to optimize the 
vieWing angle for the complete screen system. The manu 

facturing methods of embodiments of the present invention, 
in combination With speci?c polymers, alloW a basic sheet 

of triacetylcellulose (TAC) to be modi?ed by a second layer 

(or co-cast) of amorphous polymer. The thickness of the 
TAC and the second layer polymer can be varied to provide 

a “tunable” package of optical properties. In Wet-stretching, 
stresses applied to the sheet during manufacturing can 

control the in-plane (x, y) retardation and the thickness of 
the second layer polymer can control the out-of-plane retar 

dation. LikeWise, in dry-stretching, stresses applied to the 
sheet after manufacturing can control the in-plane (x, y) 
retardation and the thickness of the second layer polymer 
can control the out-of-plane retardation. This application of 

amorphous polymers can result in a simple Way to create a 

useful sheet in a cost effective manner. 

The multilayer optical compensator may be realiZed by 
the use of tWo extrusion hoppers intimately stacked on top 
of each other. In this case, the tWo polymer solutions meet 

at the mated die lips of the stacked hoppers. Co-casting is a 
laminar layering of tWo polymers in a single die cavity. The 
How characteristics and polymer viscosities are controlled 

With a feed block, to form tWo distinct layers in a single die. 

This operation could also be carried out in tWo independent 
hoppers onto the same casting surface. The object is to form 

the TAC layer (mated to the casting surface) and the second 
layer polymer (riding on top of the TAC) at the same time 
on the casting surface. This leads to optimum adhesion 
betWeen the polymers. An alternative is to cast a third 

adhesion layer betWeen the TAC and the second layer, if 
superior adhesion is desired. 

In the experiments as explained in more detail beloW, 

four, second layer polymers Were co-cast onto TAC (typical 

2.86 acetyl substitution, 220,000 M.W. polymer). All of the 
polymers Were dissolved in a methylene chloride or meth 

ylene chloride and methanol solutions. The multilayered 
optical compensator Was produced at nearly 3.1 mils (80 
microns total). The machine line speed Was varied from 4 to 

6 ft/min. This provides a casting surface drying time of 3 to 
4 minutes. At the end of the casting surface the curing Web 
is stripped from the (highly polished) casting surface and fed 
to edge restraint belts. The edge belts are tWo endless belts, 
Which are brought together to form a serpentine path, With 
the drying ?lm caught in the nip betWeen the tWo belts. 
These belts are described in Us. Pat. No. 6,152,345 and 

Us. Pat. No. 6,108,930, the contents of Which are incorpo 

rated herein by reference. 
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When the Wet (signi?cant amounts of solvent present) 

sheet is in the edge belts, heated drying air is bloWn at the 
sheet from both sides. The air is forced at high temperature 
and high velocity, to impart rapid heating and drying. If the 
forced air drying is rapid and temperatures do not exceed the 
Tg (of the sheet and solvent combination) transverse stresses 
can be created to neutraliZe the machine direction stresses 

imparted at sheet stripping, or increased beyond that to 
create a transverse orientation in the tWo layer sheet. This is 

not tentering in the intentional, active stretching sense, but 
merely the restraining of shrinkage forces as the polymer 
sheet dries. It shall be referred to as “passive tentering”. If 
the heating is applied With suf?cient energy, the sheet can be 
taken above Tg (of the solvent and polymer mixed) and the 
drying and stripping stresses can be relaxed out. By using 
this method the in-plane stresses and retardations can be 

manipulated in magnitude and orientation. 

The out of plane retardation (Rth) of an 80 micron TAC 
sheet varies from approximately —80 nm to an annealed 

value of about —40 nm. The TAC Rth can be manipulated by 
casting surface time and temperature in the restrained heat 
ing section. 
The second layer of amorphous polymer requires rapid 

drying to retain its birefringence. The second layer dries 
rapidly from a volatile solvent on top of the TAC layer. The 
solvent from the drying TAC sheet does not soften the 
second layer suf?ciently to alloW relaxation of the mol 
ecules. The thickness of the second layer polymer can be 
varied to control the optical properties of the multilayered 
compensator. The Rin of the second layer amorphous poly 
mer can be manipulated by restraint and temperature as 

described before (for TAC). 
Table A beloW shoW the results of experiments for exam 

ining the birefringence of optical compensators obtained by 
co-casting and Wet stretching in accordance With embodi 
ments of the present invention. The ?rst sample Was a TAC 

layer only, With no second layer polymer. The remaining 
samples each included a second layer polymer on an under 
lying TAC layer. In all samples, the TAC layer Was formed 
from a polymer solution of 18.7% Wt % TAC, 73.2 Wt % 
methylene chloride and 8.1 Wt % methanol. 

Table A shoWs the thickness of the underlying TAC and 
the thickness of the second layer polymer for each of the 
samples. Each of the samples Was obtained by placing the 
samples While still Wet into edge restraint belts and applying 
plenum heat. The belts resist shrinkage and provide Wet 
passive tentering in the transverse direction. The air ?oW 
temperatures of samples are also shoWn. The Width of each 
sample as cast and the Width of each sample after Wet 
passive tentering Were measured to calculate the approxi 
mate degree (%) of transverse stretch. 

Table A shoWs the resultant in-plane and out-of-plane 
retardation of each sample. These retardations Were mea 

sured With an ellipsometer (model M2000V, J. A. Woollam 
Co.) at 550 nm Wavelength. As is apparent from these 
results, the magnitude of in-plane and out-of-plane retarda 
tion correlates to the degree of stretch and the thickness of 
the second layer. 
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It has also been found by the inventors that stretching 
(“active tentering”) of an already dried multilayer optical 
compensator (6 pm of polymer C on 1 pm of bovine gelatin 
on 80 pm, of TAC) produced desirable amounts of in-plane 
anisotropy. ‘i l? 11:3 00C 00%00 

x C133 a 

O O O O CF3 
|| || || || | 
C C O O C C O C O 

y b 10 x | a 
CF3 

O O 
“ || || 

C C O O 

y b 
15 

Where XI93’ y:7 Where x:90, y:10 
and F70’ b:30 20 and 81:70, 13:30 

_ _ _ Poly(4,4'—hexa?uoroisopropylidene-bisphenol-co-4, 

PO1y(434"hexa?uorolsopropyhdene'blsphenol‘CO-4, 4'-(2-norbornylidene) bisphenol) terephthalate-co 
4'-(2-norbomylidene) bisphenol) terephthalate-co- isophthe?ate 

isophthalate 25 
Polymer C 

Polymer A This in-plane anisotropy Was achieved at convenient 
temperatures and at very loW extensions (2 to 12%). Table 

30 B beloW shoWs the impact that % extension and temperature 
had on out-of-plane and in-plane retardation of a multilayer 
optical compensator having negative out-of-plane birefrin 
gence. These retardations Were measured With an ellipsom 
eter (model M2000V, J .A. Woollam Co.) at 550 nm Wave 

35 length. TWo ?rst layers (bovine gelatin and TAC) Were used O O 
Q g_0 O for this example. The bovine gelatin served as a curl control 

’ layer. It Was noted that adhesion of the second layer and the 
‘ gelatin layer to the TAC layer Was much improved after the 

heating and stretching. In addition, it is believe that such a 
n 40 multilayer compensator as in this example Would have 

enhanced durability in regards to loss of Rin and Rth after 
aging such a compensator in conditions such as 1000 hours 
at 600 C. and 90% relative humidity 

45 TABLE B 
Poly(4,4'-hexahydro-4,7-methanoindan-5-ylidene 

bisphenol) terephthalate % Extension = 
% Stretch Temp. (0 C.) Rth (nm) Rin (nm) 

0 room temp. —244 2 
50 2 145 —230 15 

Polymer B 5 145 —222 22 

TABLE A 

Second First Layer Second Layer Air FloW 
Layer (TAC) Thickness Thickness Temperature % Stretch = Rm Rin 
Polymer (pm) (pm) (0 C.) % Extension (nm) (nm) 

None 70.5 0 65 0 —50 2 
PolymerA 71.1 5.7 65 0.7 —67 20 
PolymerA 68.6 10.2 65 3.2 —63 34 
Polymer A 70.5 12.7 93 4.7 —95 54 
PolymerA 71.1 19.0 121 8.6 —107 126 
Polymer B 61.9 2.9 65 2.7 —59 6 
Polymer B 62.2 14.0 93 5.0 —78 8 
Polymer B 62.2 18.4 121 6.1 —96 23 
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TABLE B-continued 

1 0 
Poly (N-vinylcarbaZole) 

Polymer D 

% Extension = 5 

% Stretch Temp. (0 C.) Rth (nm) Rin (nm) TABLE D 

7.5 145 -219 29 % Emnsion = 
% Stretch Temp. (0 C.) Rth (nm) Rin (nm) 

10 145 —232 68 
10 0 room temp. +50 2 

0 room temp. —244 2 5 135 +40 20 

2 135 —213 2 7 135 +45 35 

5 135 —230 39 

7.5 135 —244 50 Notice in tables B, C, and D that Rth is primarily 
10 135 _262 65 15 controlled by the thickness of the second layer, and that Rin 

Table C below shows the impact that % extension and 
temperature had on out-of-plane and in-plane retardation of 
a multilayer optical compensator (3.5 urn of polymer C on 
1 urn of bovine gelatin on 80 pm of TAC) having negative 
out-of-plane birefringence. These retardations were mea 
sured with an ellipsometer (model M2000V, J .A. Woollam 
Co.) at 550 nm wavelength. Two ?rst layers (bovine gelatin 
and TAC) were used for this example. The bovine gelatin 
served as a curl control layer. It was noted that adhesion of 

the second layer and the gelatin layer to the TAC layer was 
much improved after the heating and stretching. In addition, 
it is believe that such a multilayer compensator as in this 
example would have enhanced durability in regards to loss 
of Rin and Rth after aging such a compensator in conditions 
such as 1000 hours at 600 C. and 90% relative humidity. 

Notice that in tables A, B, and C a wide variety of Rin and 
Rth values can be obtained by varying the thickness of the 
second layer and the % extension. 

TABLE C 

% Extension = 

% Stretch Temp. (0 C.) Rth (nm) Rin (nm) 

0 room temp. —l53 2 

5 135 —130 22 

7 135 —137 34 

Table D below shows the impact that % extension and 
temperature have on out-of-plane and in-plane retardation of 
a multilayer optical compensator (3.6 pm of polymer D on 
80 um of TAC) having positive out-of-plane birefringence. 
These retardations are measured with an ellipsometer 

(model M2000V, J .A. Woollam Co.) at 550 nm wavelength. 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

is primarily controlled by the % extension/ stretch. Thus, Rth 
and Rin values can be obtained in an independently con 
trolled (decoupled) manner. 
The techniques described above allow for the manufac 

ture of a multilayer compensators described next. That is, the 
present invention provides a multilayer compensator com 
prising one or more polymeric ?rst layers and one or more 
polymeric second layers, wherein the ?rst layers comprise a 
polymer having an out-of-plane (Anth) birefringence not 
more negative than —0.01 or not more positive than +0.01, 
and the second layers comprise an amorphous polymer 
having an out-of-plane birefringence more negative than 
—0.01 or more positive than +0.01. The overall in-plane 
retardation (Rin) of the multilayer compensator is greater 
than 20 nm and the out-of-plane retardation (Rth) of said 
multilayer compensator is more negative than —20 nm or 
more positive than +20 nm, and wherein the in-plane retar 
dation (Rin) of said one or more ?rst layers is 30% or less 
of the overall in-plane retardation (Rin) of said multilayer 
compensator. Optionally, two or more of the ?rst and said 
second layers are contiguous. 
The ?rst layer is made from polymer ?lm that has an 

out-of-plane (Anth) birefringence not more negative than 
—0.01 or not more positive than +0.01. Examples of such 
polymers include: triacetylcellulose (TAC), cellulose diac 
etate, cellulose acetate butyrate, polycarbonate, cyclic poly 
ole?n, polystyrene, polyarylate containing ?uorene groups, 
and other polymers known to those skilled in the art. 
A combined thickness of the second layers is preferably 

less than micrometers, more preferably from 1.0 to 10 
micrometers, and even more preferably from 2 to 8 
micrometers. 
The overall in-plane retardation (Rin) of the multilayer 

compensator is preferably between 21 and 200 nm, more 
preferably between 25 and 150 nm, and even more prefer 
ably between 25 and 100 nm. 
A combined thickness of the ?rst and second layers is 

preferably less than 200 micrometers, more preferably from 
40 to 150 micrometers, and even more preferably from 80 to 
110 micrometers. 

In the case where the out-of-plan retardation (Rth) of the 
multilayer compensator is more negative than —20 nm, at 
least one second layer includes a polymer containing in the 
backbone a non-visible chromophore group and has a T8 
above 1800 C. The polymer may contain in the backbone a 
nonvisible chromophore containing a vinyl, carbonyl, 
amide, imide, ester, carbonate, aromatic, sulfone, or am, 
phenyl, naphthyl, biphenyl, bisphenol, or thiophene group. 
Examples of polymers suitable for the second layers include 
(1) a poly(4,4'—hexa?uoroisopropylidene-bisphenol) tereph 
thalate-co-isophthalate, (2) a poly(4,4'-hexahydro-4,7 
methanoindan-S-ylidene bisphenol) terephthalate, (3) a poly 
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(4,4'-isopropylidene-2,2',6,6'-tetrachlorobisphenol) tereph 
thalate-co-isophthalate, (4) a poly(4,4'-hexa?uoroisopropy 
lidene)-bisphenol-co-(2-norbornylidene)-bisphenol 
terephthalate, (5) a poly(4,4'-hexahydro-4,7-methanoindan 
5-ylidene)-bisphenol-co-(4,4'-isopropylidene-2,2',6,6'-tetra 
bromo)-bisphenol terephthalate, (6) a poly(4,4'-isopropy 
lidene-bisphenol-co-4,4'-(2-norbomylidene) bisphenol) 
terephthalate-co-isophthalate, (7) a poly(4,4'-hexa?uoroiso 
propylidene-bisphenol-co-4,4'-(2-norbomylidene) bisphe 
nol) terephthalate-co-isophthalate, or (8) copolymers of any 
tWo or more of the foregoing. 

In the case Where the out-of-plane retardation (Rth) of the 
multilayer compensator is more positive than +20 nm, at 
least one second layer includes a polymer Which contains off 
the backbone a non-visible chromophore group and has a 
glass transition temperature (Tg) above 160° C. The non 
visible chromophore group may include a carbonyl, amide, 
imide, ester, carbonate, phenyl, naphthyl, biphenyl, bisphe 
nol, or thiophene group, or a heterocyclic or carbocyclic 
aromatic group. The polymer of the second layer may 
contain in the backbone a vinyl, carbonyl, amide, imide, 
ester, carbonate, aromatic, sulfone, or am group. Examples 
of suitable polymers for the second layer include (A) poly (4 
vinylphenol), (B) poly (4 vinylbiphenyl), (C) poly (N-vi 
nylcarbaZole), (D) poly(methylcarboxyphenylmethacry 
lamide), (E) poly[(1-acetylindaZol-3-ylcarbonyloxy)ethyl 
ene], (F) poly(phthalimidoethylene), (G) poly(4-(1 
hydroxy-1 -methylpropyl) styrene), (H) poly(2 
hydroxymethyl styrene), (I) poly(2 
dimethylaminocarbonyl styrene), J) poly(2 
phenylaminocarbonylstyrene), (K) poly(3-(4-biphenylyl) 
styrene), (L) poly(4-(4-biphenylyl)styrene), (M) poly(4 
cyanophenyl methacrylate), (N) poly(2,6-dichlorostyrene), 
(O) poly(per?uorostyrene), (P) poly(2,4-diisopropylsty 
rene), (O) poly(2,5-diisopropylstyrene), and (and R) poly(2, 
4,6-trimethylstyrene) or (S) copolymers of any tWo or more 
of the foregoing. 

Reference Will noW be made to the draWings in Which the 
various elements of the present invention Will be given 
numerical designations and in Which the invention Will be 
discussed so as to enable one skilled in the art to make and 
use the invention. It is to be understood that elements not 
speci?cally shoWn or described may take various forms Well 
knoWn to those skilled in the art. 

FIG. 4A, FIG. 4B and FIG. 4C are elevation schematics 
of the exemplary multilayer optical compensators in accor 
dance With the invention Which include one or more A 
polymer layers having an out-of-plane (Anth) birefringence 
not more negative than —0.01, or not more positive than 
+0.01, and one or more B amorphous polymer layers having 
an out-of-plane birefringence more negative than —0.01 or 
more positive than +0.01. Compensator 401 in FIG. 4A has 
a structure in Which a B layer 409 is disposed on anA layer 
407. The A layer 407 and the B layer 409 are contiguous. It 
is also possible to have tWo B layers 413, 415 disposed on 
one A layer 411 such as the compensator 403 in FIG. 4B. In 
other case 405, one B layer 417 is sandWiched by tWo A 
layers 419, 421. The compensator 405 can be formed, for 
example, by laminating contiguous layers of A 421 and B 
417, and the single layer of A 419. The lamination is done 
at the interface of B layer 417 and A layer 419, and the tWo 
layers 417 and 419 may or may not be contiguous depending 
on the method of the lamination. One skilled in the art could 
conceive of more complex structures. 

In LCD 501 shoWn in FIG. 5A, the liquid crystal cell 503 
is placed betWeen the polariZer 505 and analyZer 507. 
Transmission axis of the polariZer 509 and analyZer 511 
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12 
form angle 90:10o thus, pair of polariZer 509 and analyZer 
511 are said to be “crossed polariZer”. A multilayer optical 
compensator 512 is placed betWeen the polariZer 505 and the 
liquid crystal cell 503. It can also be placed betWeen the 
liquid crystal cell 503 and the analyZer 507. LCD 513 shoWn 
schematically in FIG. 5B has tWo multilayer optical com 
pensators 515, 517 placed on the both sides of the liquid 
crystal cell 503. FIG. 5C shoWs an application example of 
multilayer optical compensator in a re?ective type LCD 519. 
The liquid crystal cell 503 is located betWeen the polariZer 
505 and a re?ective plate 521. In the ?gure, the multilayer 
compensator 523 is placed betWeen the liquid crystal cell 
503 and the polariZer 505. HoWever, it can also be placed 
betWeen the re?ective plate 521 and the liquid crystal cell 
503. 
Compared to the prior art, embodiments of the present 

invention avoid retardation increasing agents that could 
cause undesired coloration or could diffuse out of the 
compensator causing retardation loss and/or unWanted 
chemistry, do not require the use of liquid crystal com 
pounds and its alignment procedure, provide enhanced opti 
cal compensation in a relatively thin (<200 um) structure, 
and are easily manufactured. 

PARTS LIST 

103 plane of the ?lm 
201 VA liquid crystal cell in OFF state 
203 VA liquid crystal cell in ON state 
205 liquid crystal optic axis 
207 liquid crystal cell substrate 
209 light propagating cell normal direction 
211 light propagating oblique direction 
301 OCB liquid crystal cell in OFF state 
303 OCB liquid crystal cell in ON state 
305 liquid crystal optic axis 
307 cell middle plane 
309 cell boundaries 
401 multilayer optical compensator 
403 multilayer optical compensator 
405 multilayer optical compensator 
407 A layer 
409 B layer 
411 A layer 
413 B layer 
415 B layer 
417 B layer 
419 A layer 
421 A layer 
501 LCD 
503 liquid crystal cell 
505 polariZer 
507 analyZer 
509 transmission axis of polariZer 
511 transmission axis of analyZer 
512 multilayer optical compensator 
513 LCD 
515 multilayer optical compensator 
517 multilayer optical compensator 
519 LCD 
521 re?ective plate 
523 multilayer optical compensator 
nx index of refraction in x direction 
ny index of refraction in y direction 
nZ index of refraction in Z direction 

Anth out-of-plane birefringence 
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Anl-n in-plane birefringence 
d thickness of the layer or ?lm 
Rth out-of-plane retardation 
Rm in-plane retardation 
7» Wavelength 
Tg glass transition temperature 

What is claimed is: 
1. A multilayer compensator comprising one or more 

polymeric ?rst layers and one or more polymeric second 
layers, Wherein: 

said ?rst layers comprise a polymer having an out-of 
plane (Anth) birefringence not more negative than 
—0.01 or not more positive than +0.01; 

said second layers comprise an amorphous polymer hav 
ing an out-of-plane birefringence more negative than 
—0.01 or more positive +0.01; 

Wherein the term “amorphous” means that the polymer does 
not shoW long range order by X-ray diffraction and analysis; 
and 

the overall in-plane retardation (Rin) of said multilayer 
compensator is greater than 20 nm and the out-of-plane 
retardation (Rth ) of said multilayer compensator is 
more negative than —20 nm in Which case at least one 
second layer includes a polymer containing in the 
backbone a non-visible chromophore group and has a 
T above 1800 C. Without containing a non-visible 
chromophore off the backbone or (b) more positive 
than —20nm in Which case at least one second layer 
includes a polymer Which contains off the backbone a 
non-visible chromophore group and has a glass transi 
tion temperature (Tg) above 160° C., and 

Wherein the in-plane retardation (Rin) of said one or more 
?rst layers is 30% or less of the overall in-plane retardation 
(Rin) of said multilayer compensator. 

2. The multilayer compensator of claim 1 Wherein at least 
tWo of the layers are contiguous. 

3. The multilayer compensator of claim 1 Wherein all of 
said ?rst and said second layers are contiguous. 

4. The multilayer compensator of claim 1 Wherein the 
second layers have a combined thickness of less than 30 
micrometers. 

5. The multilayer compensator of claim 1 Wherein the 
second layers have a combined thickness of from 1.0 to 10 
micrometers. 

6. The multilayer compensator of claim 1 Wherein the 
second layers have a combined thickness of from 2 to 8 
micrometers. 

7. The multilayer compensator of claim 1 Wherein the 
overall in plane retardation (Rin) of said multilayer compen 
sator is betWeen 21 and 200 nm. 

8. The multilayer compensator of claim 1 Wherein the 
overall in-plane retardation (Rin) of said multilayer compen 
sator is betWeen 25 and 150 nm. 

9. The multilayer compensator of claim 1 Wherein the 
overall in-plane retardation (Rin) of said multilayer compen 
sator is betWeen 25 and 100 nm. 

10. The multilayer compensator of claim 1 Wherein The 
combined thickness of the ?rst and second layer is less then 
200 micrometers. 

11. The multilayer compensator of claim 1 Wherein the 
combined thickness of the ?rst and second layers is from 40 
to 150 micrometers. 

12. The multilayer compensator of claim 1 Wherein the 
combined thickness of the ?rst and second layers is from 80 
to 110 micrometers. 
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14 
13. The multilayer compensator of claim 1 Wherein the 

out-of-plane retardation (Rth) of said multilayer compensa 
tor is more negative than —20 nm. 

14. The multilayer compensator of claim 13 Wherein at 
least one second layer comprises a polymer containing in the 
backbone a non-visible chromophore containing a vinyl, 
carbonyl, amide, imide, ester, carbonate aromatic, sulfate, or 
am, phenyl, naphthyl, biphenyl, bisphenol, or thiophene 
group. 

15. The multilayer compensator of claim 13 Wherein at 
least one second layer comprises a copolymers containing 
(1) a poly(4,4'-hexa?uoroisopropylidene-bisphenol) tereph 
thalate-co-isophtha (2) a poly(4,4'-heXahydro-4,7-metha 
noindan-5-ylidene bisphenol) terephthalate, (3) a poly(4,4' 
isopropylidene-2,2'6,6'tetrachlorobisphenol) terephthalate 
co-isophthalate, (4) a poly(4,4'-hexa?uoroisopropylidene) 
bisphenol-co-(2-norbomylidene)-bisphenol terephthalate, 
(5) a poly(4,4'-hexahydro-4,7-methanoindan5ylidene) 
bisphenol-co-(4,4'-isopropylidene-2,2'6,6'-tetrabromo) 
bisphenol terephthalate, (6) a poly(4,4'-isopropylidene 
bisphenol-co-4,4'(2-norbornylidene) bisphenol) 
terephthalate-co-isophthalate, (7) a poly(4,4'-hexa?uoroiso 
propylidene-bisphenol-co-4,4'-(2-norbomylidene) bisphe 
nol) terephthalate-co-isophthalate, or (8) copolymers of any 
tWo or more of the foregoing. 

16. The multilayer compensator of claim 13 Wherein at 
least one ?rst layer contains a polymer that comprises 
triacetylcellulose, cellulose diacetate, cellulose acetate 
butyrate, polycarbonate, cyclic polyole?n or polyarylate 
containing ?uorene groups. 

17. The multilayer compensator of claim 1 Wherein the 
out-of-plane retardation (Rth) of said multilayer compensa 
tor is more positive than +20 nm. 

18. The multilayer compensator of claim 17 Wherein at 
least one second layer includes a polymer Which contains off 
the backbone a vinyl, carbonyl, amide, imide, ester, carbon 
ate, aromatic, sulfone, or am group. 

19. The multilayer compensator of claim 17 Wherein the 
non-visible chromophore group includes a carbonyl, amide, 
imide, ester, carbonate, phenyl, naphthyl, biphenyl, bisphe 
nol, or thiophene group. 

20. The multilayer compensator of claim 17 Wherein the 
non-visible chromophore group includes a heterocyclic or 
carbocyclic aromatic group. 

21. The multilayer compensator of claim 17 Wherein at 
least one second layer comprises a polymer selected from 
the group consisting of (A) poly(4 vinylphenol), (B) poly(4 
vinylbiphenyl), (C) poly (N -vinylcarbaZole), (D) poly(meth 
ylcarboXyphenylmethacrylamide),(E) poly[(1-acetylinda 
Zol-3-ylcarbonyloxy)ethylene], (F) poly(phthalimidoethyl 
ene), (G) poly(4-(1-hydroXy-1-methylpropyl)styrene), (H) 
poly(2-hydroxymethylstyrene), (l) poly(2-dimethylami 
nocarbonylstyrene),J) poly(2-phenylaminocarbonylsty 
rene), (K) poly(3-(4-biphenylyl)styrene), (L) poly(4-(4-bi 
phenylyl)styrene), (M) poly(4-cyanophenyl methacrylate), 
(N) poly(2,6-dichlorostyrene), (O) poly(per?uorostyrene), 
(P) poly(2,4-diisopropylstyrene), (Q) poly(2,5-diisopropyl 
styrene), and (and R) poly(2,4,6-trimethylstyrene) or (S) 
copolymers of any tWo or more of the foregoing. 

22. The multilayer compensator of claim 21 Wherein at 
least one ?rst layer contains a polymer that comprises 
triacetylcellulose, cellulose diacetate, cellulose acetate 
butyrate, polycarbonate, cyclic polyole?n, polystyrene or 
polyarylate containing ?uorene groups. 

23. A liquid crystal display comprising a liquid crystal 
cell, a pair of crossed polariZers located one on each side of 
the cell, and at least one compensator of claim 1. 
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24. The liquid crystal display of claim 23 wherein said 
liquid crystal cell is a vertically aligned cell, a twisted 
nematic cell, an in-plane switching mode cell, or a optically 
compensated bend liquid crystal cell. 

25. A liquid crystal display comprising a liquid crystal 
cell, at least one polariZer, a re?ective plate, and at least one 
compensator of claim 1. 

26. The liquid crystal display of claim 25 wherein said 
liquid crystal cell is a vertically aligned cell, a twisted 
nematic cell, an in-plane. switching mode cell, or a optically 
compensated bend liquid crystal cell. 

27. A process for forming a compensator for an LC 
display comprising coating or co-casting one or more second 
layers that contain an amorphous polymer in a solvent onto 
one or more ?rst layers that contain a polymer, and stretch 
ing the ?rst layers and second layers such that; 

said ?rst layers comprise the polymer having an out-of 
plane (Anth) birefringence not more negative than 
—0.01 or not more positive than +0.01; 

said second layers comprise the amorphous polymer 
having an out-of-plane birefringence more negative 
than —0.01 or more positive than +0.01wherein the term 
“amorphous” means that the polymer does not show 
long range order by X-ray diffraction analysis; and 

the overall in-plane retardation (Rin) of said multilayer 
compensator is greater than 20mm and the out-of-plane 
retardation (Rth) of said multilayer compensator is (a) 
more negative than —20nm in which case at least one 
second layer includes a polymer containing in the 
backbone a non-visible chromophore group and has a 
T above 1800 C. without containing a non-visible 
cliromophore off of the backbone, or (b) more positive 
than +20 nm in which case at lease one second layer 
includes a polymer which contains off the backbone a 
non-visible chromophore group and has a glass transi 
tion temperature (Tg) above 1600 C., and wherein the 
in-plane retardation (Rin) of said one or more ?rst 
layers is 30% or less of the overall in-plane retardation 
(Rin) of said multilayer compensator. 

28. The process of claim 27, wherein said stretching 
includes restraining at least one side of the ?rst and second 
layers and drying the ?rst and second layers by application 
of heat to the ?rst and second layer. 

29. The process of claim 27, further comprising drying the 
?rst and second layers to remove the solvent prior to 
application of heat and then stretching the ?rst and second 
layers. 

30. The process of claim 27 wherein the out-of-plane 
retardation (Rth) of said multilayer compensator is more 
negative than —20 nm. 

31. The process of claim 30 wherein at least one second 
layer comprises a polymer containing in the backbone a 
non-visible chromophore containing a vinyl, carbonyl, 
amide, imide, ester, carbonate, aromatic, sulfone, or am, 
phenyl, naphthyl, biphenyl, bisphenol, or thiophene group. 

32. The process of claim 30 wherein at least one second 
layer comprises a copolymers containing (1) a poly(4, 
4'hexa?uoroisopropylidene-bisphenol) terephthalate-co 
isophthalate, (2) a poly(4,4'-hexahydro-4,7-methanoindan 
5-ylidene bisphenol) terephthalate, (3) a poly(4,4' 
isopropylidene-2,2'6,6'-tetrachlorobisphenol) terephthalate 
co-isophthalate, (4) a poly(4,4'-hexa?uoroisopropylidene) 
bisphenol-co-(2-norbomylidene)-bisphenol terephthalate, 
(5) a poly(4,4'-hexahydro-4,7-methanoindan-5-ylidene) 
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bisphenol-co-(4,4'-isopropylidene-2,2'6,6'-tetrabromo) 
bisphenol terephthalate, (6) a poly(4,4'-isopropylidene 
bisphenol-co-4,4'-(2-norbomylidene) bisphenol) 
terephthalate-co-isophthalate, (7) a poly(4,4'-hexa?uoroiso 
propylidene-bisphenol-co-4,4'-(2-norbomylidene) bisphe 
nol) terephthalate-co-isophthalate, or (8) copolymers of any 
two or more of the foregoing. 

33. The process of claim 32 wherein at least one ?rst layer 
contains a polymer that comprises triacetylcellulose, cellu 
lose diacetate, cellulose acetate butyrate, polycarbonate, 
cyclic polyole?n or polyarylate containing ?uorene groups. 

34. The process of claim 27 wherein the out-of-plane 
retardation (Rth) of said multilayer compensator is more 
positive than +20 nm. 

35. The process of claim 34 at least one second layer 
includes a polymer which contains off the backbone a vinyl, 
carbonyl, amide, imide, ester, carbonate, aromatic, sulfone, 
or am group. 

36. The process of claim 34 wherein the non-visible 
chromophore group includes a carbonyl, amide, imide, ester, 
carbonate, phenyl, naphthyl, biphenyl, bisphenol, or 
thiophene group. 

37. The process of claim 34 wherein the non-visible 
chromophore group includes a heterocyclic or carbocyclic 
aromatic group. 

38. The process of claim 34 wherein at least one second 
layer a polymer selected from the group consisting of(A) 
poly (4 vinylphenol), (B) poly (4 vinylbiphenyl), (C) poly 
(N -vinylcarbaZole), (D) poly(methylcarboxyphenyl 
methacrylamide), (E) poly[(1-acetylindaZol-3-ylcarbony 
loxy)ethylene], (F) poly(phthalimidoethylene), (G) poly(4 
(1 -hydroxy-1-methylpropyl)styrene), (H) poly(2 
hydroxymethyl styrene), (l poly(2 - 
dimethylaminocarbonylstyrene), J) poly(2 - 
phenylaminocarbonylstyrene), (K) poly(3-(4-biphenylyl) 
styrene), (L) poly(4-(4-biphenylyl)styrene), (M) poly(4 
cyanophenyl methacrylate), (N) poly(2,6-dichlorostyrene), 
(O) poly(per?uorostyrene), (P) poly(2,4-diisopropylsty 
rene), (Q) poly(2,5-diisopropylstyrene), and (and R) poly(2, 
4,6-trimethylstyrene)or (S) copolymers of any two or more 
of the foregoing. 

39. The process of claim 38 wherein at least one ?rst layer 
contains a polymer that comprise triacetylcellulose, cellu 
lose diacetate, cellulose acetate butyrate, polycarbonate 
cyclic polyole?n, polystyrene or polyarylate containing 
?uorene groups. 

40. A liquid crystal display comprising a liquid crystal 
cell, a pair of crossed polariZers located one on each side of 
the cell, and at least one compensator made by the process 
of claim 27. 

41. The liquid crystal display of claim 40 wherein said 
liquid crystal cell is a vertically aligned cell, a twisted 
nematic cell, an in-plane switching mode cell, or a optically 
compensated bend liquid crystal cell. 

42. A liquid crystal display comprising a liquid crystal 
cell, at least one polariZer, a re?ective plate, and at least one 
compensator made by the process of claim 27. 

43. The liquid crystal display of claim 42 wherein said 
liquid crystal cell is a vertically aligned cell, a twisted 
nematic cell, an in-plane switching mode cell, or an optically 
compensated bend liquid crystal cell. 

* * * * * 


