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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, JOHN F. AMES, acitizen 

of the United States, residing at Portland, 
county of Multnoinah, State of Oregon, have 
invented an Improvement in Fonts of Type; 
and I hereby declare the following to be a full 
and clear description of the same. 
My invention relates to the manufacture of 

fonts of type such as are employed for print 
ing upon the material of wooden boxes, $50.; 
and it consists of the improved font of type 
which I will hereinafter describe and claim 

In the accompanying drawing, forming 
part of this speci?cation, the ?gure illustrates 
a group of type constructed according to my 
invention. . 

In using type for imprinting words and 
characters upon surfaces under heavy pres 
sure it is necessary to use a very hard metal 
in order to prevent the printing-faces of the 
type or characters from being crushed and 
broken by a pressure upon the hard surface 
and when such type are locked in the form 
and in position to print upon the surface 
they will spring or bulge out by reason of the 
great pressure which is brought upon them as 
the material passes beneath the printing-cyl 
inder. 
My invention is designed to use this class 

of hard-metal type and to provide a means 
forinterlocking them in the form, so that they 
will be prevented from bulging or being other 
Wise displaced. 
As shown in the drawing, A represents type 

made of brass or equivalent hard metal, hav 
ing a character on one end and having sub 
stantially the entire surface of two opposite 
sides grooved at 2 in parallel transverse lines, 
which extend from edge to edge of the body. 
The arrangement of the grooves is such that 
the depressions of one type will interlock with 

the elevations of an adjacent type through 
out the height of the bodies of the type, which 
interlocking will maintain the impression 
surfaoes at all times in proper relation with 
each other to insure, a clean and perfect 
print. , ' _ 

In addition to the foregoing each of the 
type has a channel 3 formed in one edge par 
allel with, the character-bearing face and at 
right angles to the corrugations. This groove 
is useful in looking the type in position and 
injcorrecting slight variations in the corruga 
tions to insure the best results in printing. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is—— 

1. A font of type consisting of independ 
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ent bodies eachhaving acharacter on one end ‘ 
said bodies having substantially the entire 
surfaces of two opposite sides grooved in par 
allel transverse lines which extend from edge 
to edge of the body, and with the corruga 
tions of adjacentbodies adapted to interlock 
throughout the height of the bodies. 

2. A font of type consisting of independ 
ent bodies each having a character on one end 
said bodies havingopposite sides corrugated 
continuously from top to bottom in parallel 
transverse lines extending from edge to edge 
of the body, and with the corrugations of ad 
jacent bodies adapted to interlock through 
out the height of the bodies,each of said bodies 
having a channel formed in one edge par 
allel with the character-bearing face and at 
right angles to the corrugations. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 

hand. 
JOHN F. AMES. 

Witnesses: . 

S. H. NOURSE, 
CHAS. E. TOWNSEND. 
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