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BEVERAGE DECANTER ADAPTER AND LID 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

This non-provisional patent application claims priority to 
the provisional patent application having Ser. No. 60/512, 
560, Which Was ?led on Oct. 16, 2003. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to means for providing an 
adapter betWeen stackable decanters, the type that are used 
to hold breWed beverages, in the category of coffee, tea, and 
related drinks. 

Various types of decanters have long been available in the 
prior art. All of these are for use for holding beverages, 
particularly those that are freshly breWed, and Which they 
further include other attributes such as providing for insu 
lation, such as the thermos, for holding and sustaining a 
heated beverage, or a cooled beverage, for subsequent 
dispensing and consumption. In addition, some of these 
vessels or decanters are of a fairly large siZe, and include 
their oWn spigot, at the bottom, that alloWs for the dispens 
ing of any beverage maintained therein, during usage. Some 
of these decanters, even though they may be of substantial 
siZe, perhaps in the tWo to four gallon capacity, may yet be 
used in conjunction With the beverage breWing apparatus, 
Whether it be for the preparation of hot tea or coffee, or other 
beverages, directly under a breW basket or other breWing 
apparatus, the beverage as breWed being deposited directly 
into the decanter, of substantial volume, for eventual dis 
pensing and consumption. Having a variety of these types of 
decanters, provided around a counter or shelf, as in a 
commercial establishment or restaurant, or even in an o?ice, 
can take up a fair amount of counter space. Hence, usage of 
a type of adapter, that can be applied in conjunction With 
such dispensers, to provide for their vertical stacking, one 
upon the other, is an enhancement that is needed as a 
desirable contribution to the ?eld of beverage breWing and 
serving, for the various types of facilities, as enumerated 
above. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

This invention generally de?nes the usage of a pair or 
more of decanters of substantial siZe, although decanters of 
various siZes may be utiliZed With this invention. It includes 
the adaptation of an adapter means, for application betWeen 
various decanters, that alloWs for stacking of the decanters, 
one upon the other, and compactly and structurally held in 
position, so that the decanters can be used for dispensing of 
a variety beverages, from a single vertically stacked series of 
decanters, or vessels, each of Which incorporates its oWn 
spigot, as at their bottoms, applicable through the usage of 
the various adapters that are applied betWeen each pair of 
stacked decanters, during application and usage. 
The adapter of this invention includes a lid-like structure, 

Which, on its bottom surface, includes a pair of doWnWardly 
extending ribs, intermediate thereof having su?icient space 
to provide for resting of the adapter on to the upper edge of 
a decanter arranged therebeloW, While the upper surface of 
the adapter includes an upstanding perimeter ?ange, around 
its periphery, and into Which a decanter thereabove can be 
located and rested, for use for stacking of a variety of such 
decanters, one upon the other, each vertically aligned pair of 
vessels having one of the adapters of this invention arranged 
intermediate thereof. 
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2 
Each adapter further includes an aperture through its 

center, With an upstanding sleeve, and provides an opening 
through Which a beverage may be drip breWed from a breW 
basket, of a beverage breWer, directly into the decanter, to 
provide for continuous breWing of such beverages, through 
such an adapter, into the decanter, With the adapter providing 
for a type of lid resting on the decanter, so as to sustain and 
maintain the generated heat, of the breWed beverage, as it 
enters into and is stored Within the decanter, in preparation 
for usage. 

Each of the adapters, around their perimeter incorporate 
an upstanding ?ange, Which includes a series of cutouts, or 
slots, that alloW for ventilation through the side edges of the 
adapter, during usage, so as to vent any steam or moisture 
that is generated therein, due to the presence of various 
heated beverages, such as contained in the dispenser beloW, 
and as located Within the decanter above, during usage. The 
decanters of this invention may be stacked one upon the 
other, and the elevation of their stacking Will be limited only 
by the space available, as upon a counter, or a shelf, and the 
physical ability of the user to reach up, for dispensing of a 
beverage from a top located decanter. For example, the 
occupation of only a single diameter of a dispenser, arranged 
at the loWest location Within a series of vertically stacked 
decanters, is all the horiZontal space that Will be needed to 
provide for stacking a variety of decanters, one upon the 
other, during usage. For example, the loWest decanter may 
include an abundant supply of freshly breWed coffee. The 
second decanter may include a supply of freshly breWed hot 
tea. The third decanter, in the stack, may include an abun 
dant supply of freshly breWed decaf coffee. Finally, an upper 
decanter, or others, may include hot chocolate or other 
breWed beverage. All of these various beverages, Within the 
decanters, having the adapters maintained intermediate 
thereof, can be stacked one upon the other, and dispensed 
from a single column, during usage. 

This is, therefore, the principal object of this invention to 
provide an adapter for use With similar siZed decanters or 
containers, for holding freshly breWed beverages, alloWing 
for the stacking of a variety of these decanters one atop the 
other for usage and application of dispensing of a variety of 
beverages, during application. 

Another object of this invention is to provide an adapter 
having a series of ribs and ?anges substantially around its 
perimeter, for the purpose of providing for the seating of the 
adapters upon their various decanters as at their upper edges 
or rims, and alloWing for the resting of another decanter 
thereon, during stacking. 

Still another object of this invention to provide an adapter 
for use upon a substantial siZed decanter, having an integral 
sleeve provided at its approximate midpoint, With an aper 
ture therethrough, that alloWs for breWing of beverages from 
a beverage breWer directly into the decanter, during its 
usage. 

Another object of this invention is to provide an adapter 
Which may be closed, to assure the maintenance and reten 
tion of heat Within any freshly breWed beverage contained 
Within its decanter, upon Which the adapter rests. 

Still another object of this invention to provide an adapter 
that may be formed into a lid, to provide closure for the 
decanter upon Which it rests. 

Another object of this invention is to provide an adapter 
Which incorporates ventilating means, to provide for dissi 
pation of any moisture generated as a result of condensation, 
due to the presence of a hot beverage Within any decanter 
arranged therebeloW upon Which the adapter rests, or the 
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heat or coolness generated from the decanter stacked there 
above, Which also may contain a substantially heated or 
cooled beverage. 

These and other objects may become more apparent to 
those skilled in the art upon revieW of the summary of the 
invention as provided herein, and upon undertaking a study 
of the description of the preferred embodiment in vieW of the 
draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In referring to the draWings, FIG. 1 shoWs a pair of the 
decanters of this invention having the adapter arranged 
intermediate thereof during vertical stacking; 

FIG. 2 shoWs an exploded vieW of the pair of decanters, 
and the adapter, of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 provides a top plan vieW of the adapter shoWn in 
FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is a bottom plan vieW of the adapter of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 5 is a front vieW of the adapter of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 6 is a side vieW of the adapter of FIG. 2; and 
FIG. 7 is a sectional vieW taken along the line 7i7 of 

FIG. 3, providing a cross sectional vieW of the formed 
adapter. 

Corresponding reference numerals Will be used through 
out the several ?gures of the draWings. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

In referring to FIG. 1 of the draWings, the concept of this 
invention is readily disclosed. It includes, as depicted 
therein, a pair of vessels or decanters as shoWn at 1 and 2, 
having the adapter 3 of this invention arranged intermediate 
thereof, to facilitate their stacking. Each of the dispensers 
has a spigot 4 and 5, respectively, approximate their loWer 
edges, and Which alloWs for the dispensing of beverages 
from the individual decanters, during usage. 

FIG. 2 shoWs an exploded vieW of the dispensers and 
adapter as shoWn in FIG. 1. As can be noted, adapter 3 
includes centrally thereof, an upstanding sleeve, as at 6 
integrally formed thereWith, having an aperture 7 provided 
therethrough, and through Which the beverage may be 
dripped, as from a basket of a beverage breWer, into a 
decanter therebeloW, When the adapter is applied onto the 
upper edge of a decanter, such as the decanter 2 as shoWn, 
and placed under a breWer, for breWing of a beverage 
therein. Each adapter has an integral plate as at 8, Which has 
the sleeve 6 extending upWardly therefrom. Or, it is just as 
likely that the sleeve may extend doWnWardly, to alloW for 
breWing of a beverage therethrough. 

Also provided upon the upper surface of the plate 8 of 
each adapter 3 is an integral boss, as at 9. As can also be 
noted in FIG. 3, the boss 9 includes or receives a circular 
clamp 10, Which links With a length of connecter 12, for 
connection to a cap 13, the entire unit being held in place 
onto the boss 9 through the usage of a threaded fastener, as 
noted at 11. The cap is provided for resting upon the sleeve 
6, to close it off, When su?icient beverage has been breWed 
into the decanter therebeloW, and upon Which the adapter 
?ts, in order to preserve its heat, and retain the same until the 
beverage is dispensed, during consumption. As can be noted, 
the cap 13 has a doWnWardly extending lip, as at 14 for 
resting directly onto the sleeve 6 during usage. 

The physical construction of the integrally formed adapter 
3 can be seen more speci?cally in FIGS. 5 and 6. The plate 
8 includes an upstanding ?ange 15, that extends around the 
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4 
perimeter of the adapter, and is designed for embracing 
therein the bottom end of a decanter, arranged thereabove 
When stacked, such as the decanter 1 as shoWn in FIG. 1. The 
?ange includes a series of slots, as at 16, Which alloWs for 
some ventilation to extend through the upper edge of the 
adapter, When too much condensation forms therein, such as 
When freshly breWed beverage may be contained Within the 
decanter 2, therebeloW, and another freshly breWed bever 
age, perhaps of a different ?avor or kind, has been breWed 
into and is provided Within the decanter 1, arranged there 
above. 

In addition, a doWnWardly extending rib 17 is integrally 
formed and depends approximate the outer perimeter loWer 
edge of the plate 8. This particular rib is designed for 
embracing externally of the upper edge of the decanter, such 
as 2, upon Which the adapter ?ts. 
As can also be seen in FIG. 4, an inner rib 18 extends 

doWnWardly, integrally, also from the bottom surface of the 
plate 8. Thus, the tWo ribs, 17 and 18, in their dependency, 
form an annular space 19 therearound, and into Which the 
upper edge of the decanter arranged therebeloW ?ts, When 
the adapter is seated upon a loWer decanter, during usage. 
The adapter is used, as previously explained, to provide for 
stacking of one or more decanters on top of each other, or, 
in addition, the cap 13 may be closed for sealing off the 
aperture 7, to also function as a lid, for the breWed beverage 
Within the decanter arranged therebeloW, during application. 
The concept of this invention is to facilitate, as previously 

explained, the application and stacking of a series of decant 
ers one upon the other, each of Which may hold its oWn 
discrete breWed beverage, or other beverage, for dispensing, 
as from their spigots 4 or 5, a number of such decanters can 
be stacked one upon the other, to substantial height, only 
utiliZing the space equivalent to the diametric proportions of 
the loWer most decanter, on a counter shelf, during usage and 
application. 

Variations or modi?cations to the subject matter of this 
invention may occur to those skilled in the art upon revieW 
ing the summary of the invention as de?ned herein, and 
upon undertaking a study of the description of its preferred 
embodiment. Such variations, if Within the spirit of this 
development, are intended to be encompassed Within the 
scope of the invention as shoWn and described herein. The 
speci?c depiction of the invention, as described, and as 
shoWn in the draWings, is set forth for illustrative purposes 
only. 
The invention claimed is: 
1. A loose ?tting adapter to close and to separate one or 

more beverage decanters stacked vertically, one upon the 
other, comprising: 

said adapter incorporating a plate, said plate having upper 
and loWer surfaces, said plate having a continuous 
planar con?guration throughout its extent, the upper 
surface of the plate including an upper ?ange to 
embrace and hold a decanter in place When stacked, the 
loWer surface including a loWer ?ange to embrace and 
retain the loWer decanter in place, the plate having at 
least one aperture provided therethrough, a loose ?tting 
cap useful for covering said aperture, said cap being 
secured to the upper surface of the plate, Whereby When 
one of said adapters is placed upon a loWer decanter, it 
closes the top of said decanter, and permits stacking of 
the upper decanter thereon, to provide a series of 
vertically erect and aligned decanters for dispensing of 
discrete beverages, said loWer surface of said plate 
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including an integral rib, said rib provided inwardly of 
the lower ?ange of the adapter, so as to provide for 
emplacement and locating of the adapter upon the 
loWer decanter When stacked, said loWer ?ange of the 
plate and said rib provided upon the loWer surface of 
the plate provided approximate the outer circumference 
of said plate, With the rib being arranged inWardly 
disposed With respect to the loWer ?ange of said 
adapter, said upper surface ?ange being circumferen 
tially arranged around the outer perimeter of the plate, 
and said upper ?ange and loWer ?ange extending in 
opposite directions from the upper and loWer surfaces 
of said plate, said aperture of the plate having a 
cylindrical sleeve integrally extending upWardly from 
the upper surface, and arranged centrally thereof, and 
Wherein said cap securing means comprising a 
mechanical connector fastened to a boss extending 
upWardly from the upper surface of the plate, and said 
cap arranged for loose seating onto the cylindrical 
sleeve of said adapter to provide closure for the said 
adapter. 
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2. The adapter of claim 1 and further comprising: 

said upper ?ange having slots provided therethrough for 
permitting ventilation betWeen the stacked decanters. 

3. The adapter of claim 1 Wherein said loWer surface of 
the plate has a concave shape inWard of said rib With a nadir 
of the concave shape concentric With said arranged aperture, 
and said aperture being arranged centrally. 

4. The adapter of claim 1 Wherein said upper surface of 
the plate having said upper ?ange provided at the perimeter 
of said upper surface and arranged slightly further outWardly 
than the loWer ?ange depending from the loWer surface of 
the plate, thereby providing seating of an upper decanter 
upon a decanter arranged beneath said adapter; 

said upper ?ange having one or more spaced slots pro 
vided therethrough; and 

said aperture having said cylindrical sleeve extending 
upWardly from the upper surface, and arranged cen 
trally thereof. 


