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(57) ABSTRACT 

A premium messaging exchange. The premium messaging 
exchange can include a list of destinations supported by the 
premium messaging exchange. Each record in the list can 
include a speci?ed destination, and a supporting external 
messaging system. Finally, the premium messaging 
exchange can include an interface to the list Which can be 
accessed by querying external messaging systems and 
through Which supporting external messaging systems can 
be identi?ed for speci?c destination addresses provided by 
the querying external messaging systems through the inter 
face. 

16 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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PREMIUM MESSAGING EXCHANGE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Statement of the Technical Field 
The present invention relates to the ?eld of data commu 

nications and more particularly to electronic message rout 
ing in a heterogeneous data communications network. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
Messaging has become the lifeblood of enterprise infra 

structure. In the past, information technologists tolerated 
poor electronic communications With both customers and 
suppliers. Presently, though, competitive market pressures 
have changed driving information technologists to seek 
messaging solutions that provide a loWer cost of oWnership 
While increasing the effectiveness and reliability of their 
communications netWork. Speci?cally, information tech 
nologies noW recogniZe the bene?ts of an Internet standards 
based messaging system. In this regard, standards-based 
messaging systems typically can include native or gateWay 
support for one or more of SMTP, MIME, POP3, IMAP4, 
LDAP, SNMP, and SSL. 

While some messaging system vendors include support 
for Widely used messaging standards, others fail to incor 
porate support for all relevant standards. Still others fail to 
completely support application required messaging stan 
dards. In such cases, customers must compromise interop 
erability. In all cases, hoWever, unless a messaging system 
has been con?gured to interoperate With all available mes 
saging protocols and data formats, a gateWay or connector 
Will be required to translate a message from one data format 
to another. 

The use of a gateWay or connector to provide interoper 
ability betWeen disparate messaging systems has been con 
sidered de?cient in terms of providing native support for 
multiple messaging standards. Speci?cally, it has been rec 
ogniZed by those skilled in the art that gateWay or connector 
based support for multiple messaging standards can prove 
suboptimal in that such systems are considered proprietary 
and can produce mere marginal scalability and can be 
expensive. Accordingly, the use of gateWays and connectors 
to process multiple messaging formats and protocols have 
been limited strictly to electronic mail systems. 

TWenty-?rst century messaging extends far beyond 
simple electronic mail systems, and incorporates both Inter 
net and conventional fax messaging, voice messaging, video 
conferencing and the like. Yet, the same interoperability 
problems exist in tWenty-?rst century messaging Which 
could be identi?ed among simple electronic mail systems. 
For instance, Internet fax providers utiliZe disparate format 
and ?le types, While video conferencing systems rely upon 
several knoWn protocols and formats. Similarly, voice mail 
systems dilfer generally from vendor to vendor, in both 
cellular and business telephone systems. 

Notably, in the context of fax messaging, it can be 
advantageous to route a fax not through the PSTN Where toll 
charges can be incurred, but through the Internet Where at 
present no tolls can be incurred. The use of Internet fax 
routing can be particularly advantageous Where a fax is to be 
broadcast to a destination Which broadcast Will incur long 
distance charges. To that end, fax delivery systems have 
been developed Which can algorithmically select an optimal 
route for a particular fax destination Which might include a 
PSTN segment, an Internet segment or a combination of 
both PSTN and Internet segments. 

Still, the effectiveness of each route can be limited by the 
route knoWledge associated With a speci?c destination for a 
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2 
particular fax document. In particular, Where one fax net 
Work cannot provide a cost effective Internet route for a 

selected destination, another fax netWork might enjoy a 
con?guration able to provide a cost effective Internet route. 
Still, as each fax netWork can process fax transmissions 
disparately, neither can interoperate With the other and an 
expensive PSTN route Will be required. In this regard, 
interoperability does not exist betWeen different fax net 
Works. 

Similarly, in the context of video conferencing, partici 
pants to a particular video conference must utiliZe end point 
communications equipment Which processes digital video in 
a like manner, Whether the manner is through PICTURE 
TEL, or H.323 means. Different endpoints having disparate 
mechanisms for processing video and audio imagery cannot 
interoperate to facilitate a video conferencing session. 
Analogously, voice mail processed by a cellular phone 
system cannot easily be processed in a conventional PBX 
system disposed Within the enterprise. Thus, there exists a 
long felt unsolved need for a uni?ed messaging architecture 
able to facilitate the exchange of electronic messages across 
disparate messaging systems in a seamless manner. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is a premium messaging exchange 
Which addresses the foregoing de?ciencies of conventional 
message exchanges. Speci?cally, unlike conventional mes 
sage exchanges, a premium message exchange can collect a 
list of destination addresses Which are supported by a?iliated 
external messaging systems, or by the premium messaging 
exchange itself. In this Way, though any one external mes 
saging system may not be able to support communications 
With a speci?c destination of disparate nature, the external 
messaging system can leverage the knoWledgebase and 
capabilities of the premium messaging exchange to interop 
erate With the speci?ed destination, notWithstanding the 
inherent disparities therebetWeen. 
A premium messaging exchange can include a list of 

destinations supported by the premium messaging exchange. 
Each record in the list can include a speci?ed destination, 
and a supporting external messaging system. Finally, the 
premium messaging exchange can include an interface to the 
list Which can be accessed by querying external messaging 
systems and through Which supporting external messaging 
systems can be identi?ed for speci?c destination addresses 
provided by the querying external messaging systems 
through the interface. 

Notably, in one aspect of the invention, the premium 
messaging exchange also can include a con?guration data 
base comprising speci?ed destinations and corresponding 
suitable data formats and communications protocols. Trans 
lation logic further can be programmed to translate received 
messages into data formats suitable for corresponding speci 
?ed destinations. Finally, a message router can be con?gured 
to route the translated received messages to the correspond 
ing speci?ed destinations. Importantly, each the supported 
external messaging system can include a messaging system 
selected from the group consisting of a broadcast fax system, 
an electronic mail system, and a video conferencing system. 
In yet another aspect of the invention, least cost routing logic 
can be programmed to compute a cost associated With a least 
cost route through Which a particular electronic document 
can be transmitted through the premium messaging 
exchange to a speci?ed destination in the list, Which com 
puted cost can be returned through the interface. 
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In an originating external messaging system, a premium 
messaging exchange method can include receiving in the 
originating external messaging system, a request to route 
data to a speci?ed destination. A list of destinations can be 
queried to determine Whether the speci?ed destination can 
be processed in another external messaging system. If 
another external messaging system can process the data, the 
data ?rst can be routed to the other external messaging 
system, through Which the data can be routed directly to the 
speci?ed destination. OtherWise, if another external mes 
saging system cannot process the data, the data can be routed 
directly to the speci?ed destination Without assistance from 
the another external messaging system. 

Notably, the receiving step can include the step of receiv 
ing in the originating messaging system, a request to route 
a facsimile document to a fax device at a speci?ed destina 
tion. Also, the querying step can include determining a route 
for the facsimile document to the fax device at the speci?ed 
destination and computing a cost for the determined route. 
Consequently, the list of destinations can be queried to 
determine Whether the speci?ed destination can be pro 
cessed in another external broadcast faxing system. Finally, 
if another external messaging system can route the facsimile 
document to the fax device at the speci?ed destination, the 
computed cost for the determined route can be compared to 
a cost for routing the facsimile document through the 
another external messaging system. Accordingly, a route can 
be selected for the facsimile document based upon the 
comparison; and, the facsimile document can be routed 
along the selected route. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

There are shoWn in the draWings embodiments Which are 
presently preferred, it being understood, hoWever, that the 
invention is not limited to the precise arrangements and 
instrumentalities shoWn, Wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration of a netWork architecture 
Which has been con?gured With the premium messaging 
exchange of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a How chart illustrating a process for routing data 
through the premium messaging exchange of FIG. 1; and, 

FIG. 3 is a How chart illustrating a process for least cost 
routing data through the premium messaging exchange of 
FIG. 1. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

The present invention is a premium messaging exchange. 
The premium messaging exchange can provide an interface 
to external messaging systems through Which the external 
messaging systems can forWard data transmissions intended 
for destinations supported by the premium messaging 
exchange. The premium messaging exchange can suitably 
format and route the received data transmissions to respec 
tive intended destinations. Importantly, the external messag 
ing systems can access the premium messaging exchange 
through the interface only Where it can be con?rmed by Way 
of a speci?ed destination that the premium messaging 
exchange can suitably format and route data transmissions to 
the speci?ed destination. 

FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration of a netWork architecture 
Which has been con?gured With the premium messaging 
exchange of the present invention. The architecture can 
include one or more external messaging systems 105, 110, 
115, 120, including for instance, a fax server 105, an e-mail 
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4 
server 110, a video conferencing server 115, and a ?le server 
120. Each of the external messaging systems 105, 110, 115, 
120 can be coupled to a global data communications net 
Work 155, for instance the Internet. Additionally, the fax 
server 105 can be coupled independently to a public 
sWitched telephone netWork (PSTN) 150. 

In accordance With the present invention, each of the 
external messaging systems 105, 110, 115, 120 can route 
electronic data 125A, 130A, 135A, 140A to intended des 
tination devices 175, 180, 185, 190 over the netWork 155. In 
this regard, “electronic data” as used herein can include 
facsimile formatted documents 125A, electronic mail 130A, 
digital video 135A and ?le objects 140A. Moreover, in the 
case of the fax server 105, the fax server 105 can directly 
route facsimile documents 125A to destination fax devices 
145 over the PSTN 150. Notably, the intended destination 
devices 175, 180, 185, 190 can include by Way of example 
a ?le server 175, a video conferencing server 180, an 
electronic mail server 185, and a fax server 190. As in the 
case of the fax server 105, the fax server 190 can be coupled 
directly to the PSTN 150. 

Ordinarily, the external messaging systems 105, 110, 115, 
120 can be limited in regard to the type of destination 
devices 175, 180, 185, 190 With Which the external mes 
saging systems 105, 110, 115, 120 can communicate. Spe 
ci?cally, disparate communications protocols and data for 
mats can inhibit interoperability With the destination devices 
175, 180, 185, 190. Additionally, limitations in the con?gu 
ration of the external messaging systems 105, 110, 115, 120 
can inhibit the optimiZation of data transmissions originating 
from the external messaging systems 105, 110, 115, 120. As 
an example, a limited Internet fax routing network can result 
in the fax server 105 being compelled to route a facsimile 
document 125 over the PSTN rather than through the data 
communications netWork 155. 

To address the problem of disparate communications 
protocols betWeen messaging entities, in accordance With 
the present invention, a premium messaging exchange 160 
can be coupled to the external messaging systems 105, 110, 
115, 120 over the data communications netWork 155. The 
premium messaging exchange 160, in turn, can be coupled 
both to a list of destination devices 165 and a con?guration 
database 170. Using the premium messaging exchange 160, 
the external messaging systems 105, 110, 115, 120 can route 
data transmissions 125A, 130A, 135A, 140A to destination 
devices 175, 180, 185, 190 irrespective of the appropriate 
data format and communications protocol mandated by the 
destination devices 175, 180, 185, 190. 
More speci?cally, an interface to the messaging exchange 

160 can be exposed to each of the external messaging 
systems 105, 110, 115, 120. When one of the external 
messaging systems 105, 110, 115, 120 attempts to transmit 
electronic data 125A, 130A, 135A, 140A to a selected one 
of the destination servers 175, 180, 185, 190, the external 
messaging system 105, 110, 115, 120 ?rst can query the 
premium messaging exchange 160 to determine Whether the 
premium messaging exchange 160 has been con?gured to 
format and transmit data messages for delivery to the 
selected one of the destination servers 175, 180, 185, 190. 

In particular, upon request the premium messaging 
exchange 160 can consult the list of destination devices 165 
in this determination. If the external messaging systems 105, 
110, 115, 120 chooses to use the premium messaging 
exchange 160 to forWard the transmitted electronic data 
125A, 130A, 135A, 140A to the selected one of the desti 
nation servers 175, 180, 185, 190, the premium messaging 
exchange 160 can consult the con?guration database 170 to 
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appropriately format the transmitted data 125A, 130A, 
135A, 140A into a formatted message 125B, 130B, 135B, 
140B suitable for processing in the selected one of the 
destination servers 175, 180, 185, 190. 

Additionally, in the speci?c case of the transmission of 
facsimile data 125A, rather than transmitting the facsimile 
data 125A directly to a target fax device 145 over a more 
costly route in the PSTN 150, the fax server 105 can forward 
the facsimile data 125A to the premium messaging exchange 
160 which can transform and route the facsimile data 125B 
through the data communications network 155 before for 
warding the facsimile data 125 over a less costly route in the 
PSTN 150. Notably, the premium messaging exchange 160 
can have particular value in the fax broadcasting market 
where individual broadcast fax vendors enjoy only a limited 
con?guration for routing fax data globally. Consequently, 
without the bene?t of the premium messaging exchange 
160, individual broadcast fax vendors can incur unnecessary 
costs through the over-utilization of the PSTN 150. By 
comparison, though an individual broadcast fax vendor may 
not enjoy an expansive IP faxing network, through a com 
municatively coupling to the premium messaging exchange 
160, the individual broadcast fax vendor still can capitaliZe 
on the reduced costs of Internet faxing afforded by the 
premium messaging exchange 160 of the present invention. 

Notably, each of the external messaging systems 105, 110, 
115, 120 can post individual supported destinations to the 
list of destinations 165. By posting individual supported 
destinations to the list of destinations 165, subsequent 
attempts by others of the external messaging systems 105, 
110, 115, 120 to transmit data to one of the individual 
destinations in the posted portion of the list 165 can be 
handled by the posting one of the external messaging 
systems 105, 110, 115, 120. Alternatively, the posting one of 
the external messaging systems 105, 110, 115, 120 can 
provide suitable con?guration data to the con?guration 
database 170 so that the premium messaging exchange 160 
can appropriately format and transmit received data to a 
speci?ed destination. 

FIG. 2 is a ?ow chart illustrating a process for routing data 
through the premium messaging exchange of FIG. 1. Begin 
ning in block 210, the external messaging system can 
receive a request to forward data to a speci?ed destination. 
The data can include, for example, a facsimile document, 
electronic mail, a video conferencing session, voice mail, 
and the like. The speci?ed destination, in turn, can include, 
for example, a facsimile machine, a fax server, an electronic 
mail server, a voice mail server, or a video conferencing 
terminal. In any case, the external messaging system can 
query the destination list of the premium messaging 
exchange to determine whether the premium messaging 
exchange can support data transfers with the speci?ed 
destination. 

If, in block 230, the premium messaging exchange can 
support data transfers with the speci?ed destination, in block 
250, the external messaging system can route the data to the 
premium messaging exchange rather than forwarding the 
data directly to the speci?ed destination. The premium 
messaging exchange, in turn, can translate the data format of 
the data as necessary and can route the translated data to the 
speci?ed data using a suitable communications protocol. 
Otherwise, in block 240, the external messaging system can 
route the data directly to the speci?ed destination without 
further assistance from the premium messaging exchange. 

Importantly, the premium messaging exchange of the 
present invention can facilitate the exchange of data between 
disparate external messaging systems which otherwise 
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6 
would not be possible. For instance, utiliZing the premium 
messaging exchange, an integrated services digital network 
(ISDN) based video conferencing system can establish a 
video conference with a Microsoft NetmeetingTM based 
video conferencing system. Similarly, utiliZing the premium 
messaging system, voice mail stored in a digital cellular 
telephone system can be transferred to a traditional PBX 
system. 

Signi?cantly, as the invention relates speci?cally to the 
exchange of messages between disparate external messaging 
systems, the premium messaging exchange can publish a list 
of supported destinations. In this regard, the term “sup 
ported” refers to the notion that the premium messaging 
exchange can: 
1. Establish a communicative link with a messaging device 

at the speci?ed destination; 
2. Format data so that the data can be processed at the 

speci?ed destination; and, 
3. Forward the formatted data to the speci?ed destination 

according to a communications protocol recogniZed by 
the speci?ed destination. 
As the notion of “supported” relates speci?cally to the 

speci?ed destination and not the data to be transferred to the 
speci?ed destination, the list of destinations which can be 
accessed through the interface can provide a determination 
based upon a speci?ed destination. For instance, the pres 
ence of a speci?c destination in the list can indicate that the 
premium messaging exchange can support communications 
with the speci?ed destination, whereas the absence of a 
speci?ed destination in the list can indicate that the premium 
messaging exchange has not been speci?cally con?gured to 
communicate with the speci?ed destination. It will be rec 
ogniZed by one skilled in the art that the foregoing can be 
distinguished from the conventional messaging exchange in 
which a “supported” determination can be based exclusively 
on the type of data to be route through the messaging 
exchange and not the destination itself. 
The skilled artisan will recogniZe that the premium mes 

saging exchange of the present invention can have speci?c 
application to the art of least cost routing (LCR). In that 
regard, FIG. 3 is a ?ow chart illustrating a process for least 
cost routing data through the premium messaging system of 
FIG. 1. Beginning in block 310, a fax server can receive a 
request to transmit a facsimile document to a destination 
address. In block 320, the fax server can compute the LCR 
for the destination address and, accordingly, the fax server 
can determine an optimal route to the destination, whether 
via the Internet, the PSTN, or both. Notably, by “optimal” it 
is meant not only that the most cost effective route is chosen, 
but also that the most reliable and the most cost effective 
route is chosen. 

It can be presumed that the LCR for the destination 
address may not be optimal when considering the available 
resources of other broadcast faxing networks. As a result, in 
block 330, the destination list of the premium messaging 
exchange can be consulted to determine whether the pre 
mium messaging exchange also can route facsimile docu 
ments of the speci?ed destination. In this regard, the list can 
be accessed through an interface to a remotely positioned 
list. Alternatively, the list can be distributed (and maintained 
in a peer-to-peer fashion). In either case, from the list, it can 
be determined whether the premium messaging exchange 
can process facsimile documents to the destination address. 

If in block 340, it is determined that the premium mes 
saging exchange cannot process the speci?ed destination, in 
block 350 the route can be selected based upon the LCR 
determination of block 320. Notwithstanding, if in block 340 
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it is determined that the premium messaging exchange can 
process the speci?ed destination, in block 360 the cost can 
be computed for routing the facsimile document through the 
premium messaging exchange. lmportantly, the cost can be 
computed either as a contractually pre-negotiated toll, or 
according to the LCR computing logic of the premium 
messaging exchange itself. In either case, the cost ?gure 
produced in block 360 can be combined With the LCR 
analysis of block 320 to select an optimal route in block 350. 

Notably, the method of the present invention can be 
realiZed in hardWare, software, or a combination of hard 
Ware and softWare. An implementation of the heuristic 
routing method of the present invention can be realiZed in a 
centraliZed fashion in one computer system, or in a distrib 
uted fashion Where different elements are spread across 
several interconnected computer systems. Any kind of com 
puter system, or other apparatus adapted for carrying out the 
methods described herein, is suited to perform the functions 
described herein. 
A typical combination of hardWare and softWare could be 

a general purpose computer system With a computer pro 
gram that, When being loaded and executed, controls the 
computer system such that it carries out the methods 
described herein. The present invention can also be embed 
ded in a computer program product, Which comprises all the 
features enabling the implementation of the methods 
described herein, and Which, When loaded in a computer 
system is able to carry out these methods. 
Computer program or application in the present context 

means any expression, in any language, code or notation, of 
a set of instructions intended to cause a system having an 
information processing capability to perform a particular 
function either directly or after either or both of the folloW 
ing a) conversion to another language, code or notation; b) 
reproduction in a different material form. Signi?cantly, this 
invention can be embodied in other speci?c forms Without 
departing from the spirit or essential attributes thereof, and 
accordingly, reference should be had to the folloWing 
claims, rather than to the foregoing speci?cation, as indi 
cating the scope of the invention. 
We claim: 
1. A premium messaging exchange system, comprising: 
a list of destinations supported by the premium messaging 

exchange system, each record in said list of destina 
tions comprising a speci?ed destination, and a support 
ing external messaging system enabled to establish a 
communicative link With said speci?ed destination, to 
format data so that said data can be processed at said 
speci?ed destination, and to transmit said data once 
formatted to said speci?ed destination according to a 
protocol recogniZed by said speci?ed destination; and, 

an interface to said list of destinations Which can be 
accessed by querying external messaging systems and 
through Which supporting external messaging systems 
can be identi?ed for speci?c destination addresses 
provided by said querying external messaging systems 
through said interface to said querying external mes 
saging system; and 

an originating external messaging system con?gured to 
receive reguests to route data to speci?ed destinations 
and to query said list of destinations through said 
interface to determine Whether said speci?ed destina 
tion can be processed in another external messaging 
system, if yes, ?rst routing said data to said another 
external messaging system, said another external mes 
saging system routing said data directly to said speci 
?ed destination, if no, second routing said data directly 
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8 
to said speci?ed destination Without assistance from 
said another external messaging system. 

2. The premium messaging exchange system of claim 1, 
further comprising: 

a con?guration database comprising speci?ed destina 
tions and corresponding suitable data formats and com 
munications protocols; 

translation logic programmed to translate received mes 
sages into data formats suitable for corresponding 
speci?ed destinations; and 

a message router con?gured to route said translated 
received messages to said corresponding speci?ed des 
tinations. 

3. The premium messaging exchange system of claim 1, 
Wherein each said supporting external messaging system 
comprises a messaging system selected from the group 
consisting of a broadcast fax system, an electronic mail 
system, and a video conferencing system. 

4. The premium messaging exchange system of claim 1, 
further comprising least cost routing logic programmed to 
compute a cost associated With a least cost route through 
Which a particular electronic document can be transmitted 
through the premium messaging exchange system to a 
speci?ed destination in said list of destinations, Which 
computed cost can be returned through said interface. 

5. In an originating external messaging system, a pre 
mium messaging exchange method comprising the steps of: 

receiving in the originating external messaging system, a 
request to route data to a speci?ed destination; 

con?rming by Way of a speci?ed destination that another 
external messaging system can suitably format and 
route data transmissions to said speci?ed destination, 
said con?rming comprising accessing a list of destina 
tions through an interface to said list of destinations, 
each record in said list of destinations comprising a 
speci?ed destination, and a supporting external mes 
saging system enabled to establish a communicative 
link With said speci?ed destination, to format data so 
that said data can be processed at said speci?ed desti 
nation, and to transmit said data once formatted to said 
speci?ed destination according to a protocol recog 
niZed by said speci?ed destination; 

if another external messaging system can process said 
data, ?rst routing said data to said another external 
messaging system, said another external messaging 
system routing said data directly to said speci?ed 
destination; and 

if another external messaging system cannot process said 
data, second routing said data directly to said speci?ed 
destination Without assistance from said another exter 
nal messaging system. interface. 

6. The method of claim 5, Wherein said receiving step 
comprises the step of receiving in the originating messaging 
system, a request to route a facsimile document to a fax 
device at a speci?ed destination. 

7. The method of claim 6, Wherein said con?rming step 
comprises the steps of: 

determining a route for said facsimile document to said 
fax device at said speci?ed destination and computing 
a cost for said determined route; and, 

querying said list of destinations to determine Whether 
said speci?ed destination can be processed in another 
external broadcast faxing system. 

8. The method of claim 7, Wherein said ?rst routing step 
comprises the steps of: 

if another external messaging system can route said 
facsimile document to said fax device at said speci?ed 
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destination, comparing said computed cost for said 
determined route to a cost for routing said facsimile 
document through said another external messaging 
system, and selecting a route for said facsimile docu 
ment based upon said comparison; and, 

routing said facsimile document along said selected route. 
9. The method of claim 5, Wherein said receiving step 

comprises the step of receiving in the originating messaging 
system, a request to establish a video conference With a 
video conferencing system at a speci?ed destination. 

10. The method of claim 5, Wherein said receiving step 
comprises the step of receiving in the originating messaging 
system, a request to transfer a voice mail message to a voice 
mailbox at a speci?ed destination. 

11. A machine readable storage having stored thereon a 
computer program for a premium messaging exchange, said 
computer program comprising a routine set of instructions 
for causing a machine to perform the steps of: 

receiving in an originating external messaging system, a 
request to route data to a speci?ed destination; 

con?rming by Way of a speci?ed destination that another 
external messaging system can suitably format and 
route data transmissions to said speci?ed destination, 
said con?rming comprising accessing a list of destina 
tions through an interface to said list of destinations, 
each record in said list of destinations comprising a 
speci?ed destination, and a supporting external mes 
saging system enabled to establish a communicative 
link With said speci?ed destination, to format data so 
that said data can be processed at said speci?ed desti 
nation, and to transmit said data once formatted to said 
speci?ed destination according to a protocol recog 
niZed by said speci?ed destination; 

if another external messaging system can process said 
data, ?rst routing said data to said another external 
messaging system, said another external messaging 
system routing said data directly to said speci?ed 
destination; and 
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10 
if another external messaging system cannot process said 

data, second routing said data directly to said speci?ed 
destination Without assistance from said another exter 
nal messaging system. 

12. The machine readable storage of claim 11, Wherein 
said receiving step comprises the step of receiving in the 
originating messaging system, a request to route a facsimile 
document to a fax device at a speci?ed destination. 

13. The machine readable storage of claim 12, Wherein 
said con?rming step comprises the steps of: 

determining a route for said facsimile document to said 
fax device at said speci?ed destination and computing 
a cost for said determined route; and, 

querying said list of destinations to determine Whether 
said speci?ed destination can be processed in another 
external broadcast faxing system. 

14. The machine readable storage of claim 13, Wherein 
said ?rst routing step comprises the steps of: 

if another external messaging system can route said 
facsimile document to said fax device at said speci?ed 
destination, comparing said computed cost for said 
determined route to a cost for routing said facsimile 
document through said another external messaging 
system, and selecting a route for said facsimile docu 
ment based upon said comparison; and, 

routing said facsimile document along said selected route. 
15. The machine readable storage of claim 11, Wherein 

said receiving step comprises the step of receiving in the 
originating messaging system, a request to establish a video 
conference With a video conferencing system at a speci?ed 
destination. 

16. The machine readable storage of claim 11, Wherein 
said receiving step comprises the step of receiving in the 
originating messaging system, a request to transfer a voice 
mail message to a voice mailbox at a speci?ed destination. 
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5. In an originating external messaging system, a pre 
mium messaging exchange method comprising the steps of: 

receiving in the originating external messaging system, a 
request to route data to a speci?ed destination; con?rm 
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2 
ing by Way of a speci?ed destination that another exter 
nal messaging system can suitably format and route 
data transmissions to said speci?ed destination, said 
con?rming comprising accessing a list of destinations 
through an interface to said list of destinations, each 
record in said list of destinations comprising a speci?ed 
destination, and a supporting external messaging sys 
tem enabled to establish a communicative link With said 

speci?ed destination, to format data so that said data 
can be processed at said speci?ed destination, and to 
transmit said data once formatted to said speci?ed des 
tination according to a protocol recognized by said 
speci?ed destination; 

if another external messaging system can process said 
data, ?rst routing said data to said another external mes 
saging system, said another external messaging system 
routing said data directly to said speci?ed destination; 
and 

if another external messaging system cannot process said 
data, second routing said data directly to said speci?ed 
destination Without assistance from said another exter 
nal messaging system[.] interface. 
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