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METHOD FOR PRECONDITIONING AND 
ENCODING DATA TABLE, AND METHOD 
FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF TABLE 
REQUESTS ON A VECTORAL PROCESSOR 

This application is a divisional of application Ser. No. 
09/701,611, ?led Dec. 1, 2000 now US. Pat. No. 6,950,817. 

The present invention relates to a method for precondi 
tioning a data table designed to be used by a search engine 
responding to queries for selecting records based on given 
criteria. 

It also relates to a method for searching for records, in 
response to a given query, in a data table, and a search engine 
acting on a data table containing a set of target records, 
activated by queries for selecting records based on given 
criteria. 

The ?eld of application is What is knoWn as “data Ware 
housing.” More speci?cally, it relates to large historical 
databases, relatively stable over time, from Which one 
Wishes to extract populations de?ned by criteria With very 
frequent access and the shortest possible response times. 

Typically, these bases can contain several million records, 
each of Which can include hundreds of ?elds, and standard 
query response times are on the order of one second. 

The potential clients for this type of base are essentially 
large-scale retail operations, banks and insurance compa 
nies. 

Large-scale retail operations manipulate historical bases 
of accounts and purchase cards to search for target popula 
tions for direct marketing. 

Banks and insurance companies also manipulate such 
historical bases related to customer orders, in order to search 
for populations, potential customers for neW products, etc. 

There are knoWn solutions based on the use of parallelism 
to read records in storage units. 

All of the knoWn solutions use a mechanism for managing 
relational databases that are updated and consulted from a 
netWork environment. This mechanism is knoWn by the 
abbreviation RDBMS (Relational Database Management 
System). 

In a ?rst type of solution, a Wholly proprietary SQL 
(Standard Query Language) search engine is built on a 
highly parallel architecture based on multiprocessor nodes 
that control disks on Which the database is distributed. The 
queries are divided up among the various nodes, then among 
the processors. 

The main draWback of this solution is its cost/perfor 
mance ratio, Which is quite high. Thus, in order to achieve 
high performance, the con?gurations must be complex, 
hence very expensive. 
A second type of solution uses standard relational data 

base softWare in standard machines, generally multiproces 
sor machines. 

In this second type of solution, a standard SQL search 
engine implements the high parallelism, in accordance With 
the same principles as the solutions of the ?rst type but With 
architectural variants in the mechanisms for dividing up the 
queries and in the management of the cache memories. 

The draWbacks of this second type of solution are the 
same as those of the ?rst type, aggravated by a loss of 
performance due to the complexity of the softWare, Which is 
a consequence of its generality. 

The object of the invention is speci?cally to eliminate 
these draWbacks by providing a search engine poWerful 
enough to execute queries for selecting records based on 
criteria, in a very short time, on the order of a feW seconds, 
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2 
in databases that are large but stable over time (updated 
periodically, every night at most). 

To this end, the ?rst subject of the invention is a method 
for preconditioning one or more data tables of a decision 
application server intended to be processed by a search 
engine responding to queries for selecting records based on 
given criteria, sent by the decision application server. 
The method according to the invention consists of: 
analyZing the predicates contained in the ?elds of the 

records intended to ?ll the relational database in accordance 
With given authorized relations; 

creating a nomenclature for the predicates from this 
analysis; 

numerically encoding the predicates in accordance With 
the nomenclature, taking the nature of the predicates and the 
relations to be implemented in the predicates into account in 
the queries. 

Finally, it consists of presenting the encoded predicates in 
the form of a table of numeric values. 

The second subject of the invention is a method for 
searching for records in a data table in response to a given 
query, consisting of installing a copy of the table of numeric 
values obtained via the preceding method in a machine With 
vectorial capability performing the processing of the 
numeric values of the table in accordance With the query 
served by the decision application server. 

Finally, its third subject is a search system implemented 
by a decision application server comprising a relational 
database containing a set of target records, and a search 
engine coupled With the decision application server, acti 
vated by a query for selecting records based on given criteria 
sent by the decision application server. 
According to the invention, the system is characterized in 

that the engine includes means for preconditioning the data 
from the base and installing an encoded table corresponding 
to the base in a machine With vectorial capabilities, these 
means comprising: 
means for reading a data ?le corresponding to the base; 
means for building a nomenclature for the values of the 

?elds contained in the preceding ?le; 
means for encoding ?elds in accordance With the nomen 

clature, taking the nature of the ?elds and the relations to be 
implemented in the predicates into account in the query; 
means for analyZing queries sent by the decision appli 

cation server, taking into account the authoriZed relations, 
the constraints on the predicates and the nomenclature; and 
means for encoding the ?ltered query into a set of vectors 

containing the values to be found in the ?elds in accordance 
With the associated relations, in the form of an input ?le 
usable by the machine With vectorial capacities. 

The system also includes means for extracting in plaintext 
the data sought in the result ?le obtained as output from the 
machine With vectorial capacities, using search means 
installed in the decision application server. 

Statistical syntheses can also be performed on the results 
of the search. 
The invention has the particular advantage of providing 

very short response times that are impossible using RDBMS 
techniques, and a high query throughput. 

It has the further advantages of being transparent for the 
existing application and of having no impact at the appli 
cative level. 

Other advantages and characteristics of the present inven 
tion Will emerge through the reading of the folloWing 
description, given in reference to the attached ?gures, Which 
represent: 
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FIG. 1, a schematic diagram of a search system using a 
search engine according to the invention; 

FIG. 2, a schematic diagram of a module for precondi 
tioning and installing the database, according to the inven 
tion; and 

FIG. 3, a schematic diagram of a SELECT agent accord 
ing to the invention. 

In these ?gures, the homologous elements are designated 
by the same numerical references. 

The principle of the invention is described beloW, and its 
illustration is based on the use of a vectorial machine knoWn 
as a supercomputer. 

Such a machine is characteriZed by processors having 
several arithmetic units, or “pipelines,” and by enough 
memory bandWidth to supply poWer to all the processors at 
each clock peak. 

HoWever, the invention is not limited to this type of 
machine and applies to any machine With vectorial capa 
bilities, i.e. machines Whose performance is comparable to 
that of vectorial supercomputers. 

In fact, the current scalar computers include several 
arithmetic operators, and memory bandWidths are increasing 
as a result of the use of What is knoWn as “crossbar” 
technology. It is therefore foreseeable that in the near future, 
the performance of scalar computers Will be comparable to 
that of vectorial supercomputers. 

Vectorial supercomputers currently offer a response to the 
ever-increasing demand for performance in the ?elds of 
science and of industry in general. 

Today, vectorial machines are the only ones that can meet 
the constraints already expressed in the preamble of the 
present description. 

The basic idea of the invention is to take advantage of the 
exceptional poWer of machines With vectorial capabilities in 
order to perform comparisons on numeric vectors, encoded 
images of the ?elds of the data table. 

The transformation into numbers of the data in the table 
to be processed and the formation of a nomenclature from 
these numbers are performed during the installation of the 
relational database. 

The encoding of the data into numbers has the other 
advantageous effect of compacting the data of the base. 
Thus, as opposed to solutions of the RDBMS type, Which 
manipulate the plaintext content of each ?eld, the method 
according to the invention acts only on a number represent 
ing this ?eld. 

The table thus compacted can generally be contained in 
memory (no disk input/output) or can be loaded into 
memory in columns, Which represents only reduced input/ 
output volumes. 

Finally, the invention offers the capability to adapt the 
encoding to the types of queries that are served. It also 
makes it possible to implement an effective optimiZation of 
the processing. 

FIG. 1 illustrates a schematic diagram of a search system 
using a search engine according to the invention. 

The search system comprises, on the left side of the ?gure, 
a decision application server 1, representing the general 
case, delimited by an enclosing broken line, and the search 
engine 2, on the right side of the ?gure, delimited by an 
enclosing broken line. 

The decision application system 1 is coupled With a user 
(or client) station 3. 
The decision application system 1 comprises an applica 

tion server 4 that generates prede?ned queries, an RDBMS 
5 that manages a database 6, and an SQL agent 7 in charge 
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4 
of analyZing the queries submitted by the application server 
4, and possibly extracting the target records from the base 6, 
relying on the RDBMS 5. 

The user (the client) sends, via the application server 4, 
queries corresponding to characteristics of target records 
that meet given criteria, and receives from the same server 
4 the result of the queries in the form of either a list of 
records that meet the criteria or statistical syntheses, or both. 

The engine 2 implements a module 8 for preconditioning 
the data table and uses the resources of a supercomputer 9 
to process a copy 10 of the preconditioned table in order to 
extract the target records. The module 8 for preconditioning 
the data table receives the data, for example imported from 
a data bank 11. This data is organiZed in the form of a table 
and numerically encoded in a format that is directly usable 
by the supercomputer 9 and executable in an optimal Way by 
the queries. 
A copy of this table is accessible by the supercomputer 9. 

It resides, for example, in the memory space of the super 
computer 9 and can be partitioned if its siZe exceeds that of 
the available memory. 
The supercomputer 9 received from the SQL agent 7 the 

translation of the queries submitted by the application server 
4 in the form of an input ?le. 
The supercomputer 9 then processes this input ?le using 

a given search program that takes maximum advantage of 
the poWer of the pipelines of the supercomputer 9 While 
Working on the columns of the copy 10 of the table. 

At the end of the processing, it delivers as output, in the 
form of a ?le, the results of the processing performed, Which 
corresponds to a list of the line numbers of the records 
selected by the search, and possibly to statistical syntheses 
requested on the records found. 

If plaintext records are requested, the SQL agent 7 oper 
ates on the result ?le to extract the selected records in 
plaintext from the relational database 6. 
The SQL agent 7 then transmits the results (selected 

records and/or statistical syntheses) in the form of an SQL 
response to the application server 4 that sent the query. 

A table consistency module 12, accessible to the SQL 
agent 7, contains a list of the identi?ers of the tables present 
and the nomenclature of the predicates for each of them. 

FIG. 2 illustrates a schematic diagram of the module 8 for 
preconditioning and installing the table, according to the 
invention, delimited by an enclosing broken line. 

It comprises ?rst means 13 for reading data imported on 
any medium, record by record, as input into the module, for 
example originating from a data bank 11. 
The read records are then completed With their number 

and transmitted to the relational database management sys 
tem 5, Which creates the plaintext data base 6 in the decision 
application server 1. 

It also comprises second means 14 that analyZe the 
predicates in the records in accordance With authoriZed 
relations and constraints on the predicates. 
TWo examples of constraints on the predicates are given 

beloW: 
In a ?rst example, a column of the database includes only 

numeric values. In this example, it is not necessary to 
numerically encode What is already numeric. 

In a second example, a column of the data base contains 
only Words, Whose alphabetical order Will be used in the 
searches. In this example, the analysis of the predicate Will 
take this relation into account in the numerical encoding of 
the predicate (in order to preserve the order). 
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Third means 15 encode the values of the predicates issued 
by the second means 14. This encoding consists of replacing 
the values of the ?elds by their indexes in the nomenclature 
of possible values. 

Fourth means 16 create a nomenclature for the predicates 
issued by the second means 14 in accordance With the 
encoding by the third means 15. 

The preconditioning module 8 also provides the identi?er 
of the encoded base. 

The encoded table, the nomenclature of the predicates and 
the identi?er of the base are presented in the form of ?les, 
respectively referenced 10, 17, and 18 in the ?gure. 

FIG. 3 illustrates a schematic diagram of a SELECT agent 
19 according to the invention. It substitutes for the SQL 
agent 7 of the decision application server 1 that hosts it. 

It comprises means 20 for transforming queries, delimited 
by an enclosing dotted line, Which queries are submitted by 
the application server 4 in accordance With the nomenclature 
of the predicates 17, the constraints on the predicates and the 
authoriZed relations. 

The transformation means 20 comprise means 21 for 
analyZing the SELECT query and means 22 for encoding the 
predicates. 

The query analyZing means 21 translate the query into a 
set of vectors representing ?elds to be found and relations 
implemented, taking into account the authoriZed relations. 

The vectors are then encoded by the means for encoding 
the predicates in accordance With the nomenclature of the 
predicates, the constraints on the predicates and the autho 
riZed relations. 

There are as many vectors as there are possible values in 
the ?elds of the table. 

The analysis also makes it possible to build, for each of 
these vectors, a vector de?ning What type of comparison to 
perform for each of the ?eld vectors. 

The vectors are organiZed in the form of an input ?le 
usable by the supercomputer 9. 
A search program integrated into the supercomputer 

executes the comparisons betWeen the vectors and all the 
lines of the table. 

These comparisons are performed column by column. 
In case of the coincidence of a line, its number is saved 

and the response provided by the supercomputer to the SQL 
agent 7 is presented in the form of a result ?le comprising 
the list of the numbers corresponding to the lines selected. 
The requested statistical syntheses are calculated from this 
?le. 
An extraction module 23 then constructs, if requested, the 

plaintext response addressed to the application server 4 that 
sent the query, by extracting from the relational database 6 
the records corresponding to the list of the line numbers of 
the result ?le from the supercomputer 9, using the record 
number added to the base 6. 

The SELECT agent 19 also supplies the identi?er of the 
table. The table consistency module 12 controls the identity 
of the table to be processed in case of a plurality of tables. 
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6 
A management agent 24 is also coupled With the SELECT 

agent 19 and makes it possible to monitor the activity of the 
supercomputer 9 and handle abnormalities. It also activates 
the loading of the search program into the supercomputer 9. 

The invention claimed is: 
1. A search system having a decision application server 

comprising a relational database containing a set of target 
records, a search engine coupled With the decision applica 
tion server, the search engine being activated by a query for 
selecting records from the set of target records based on a 
given criteria sent by the decision application server, the 
search engine comprising a module for preconditioning data 
intended for the relational database and installing an 
encoded table corresponding to the relational database in a 
machine With vectorial capabilities, the module further com 
prising: 
means for reading a ?le having data intended for the 

relational database; 
means for building a nomenclature for the data contained 

in the ?le, the nomenclature being based on, and built 
subsequent to, an analysis of the data; and 

means for encoding the data in accordance With the 
nomenclature to produce the encoded table; and the 
search engine further comprising: 

means for analyZing the query sent by the decision 
application server; and 

means for encoding the query, in accordance With the 
nomenclature, into an encoded query in a form of an 
input ?le usable by the machine With vectorial capa 
bilities, the encoded query comprising at least one 
vector. 

2. The system according to claim 1, Wherein the search 
engine further comprises means for receiving the input ?le, 
searching the encoded table in accordance With the vector of 
the input ?le, and producing a result of the search in the form 
of an output ?le. 

3. The system according to claim 2, further comprising a 
means for extracting in plain-text the target records from the 
relational database corresponding to the output ?le produced 
by the machine With vectorial capabilities. 

4. The system according to claim 3, Wherein the means for 
extracting is installed in the decision application server. 

5. The system according to claim 1, further comprising a 
management agent that monitors activity of the machine 
With vectorial capabilities, handles abnormalities, and acti 
vates search means in the machine With vectorial capabili 
ties. 

6. The system according to claim 1, Wherein the search 
engine further comprises the machine With vectorial capa 
bilities. 
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