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ring or key chain With other keys is formed With the 
approximate length and thickness of a standard key to alloW 
it to be comfortably carried on the key ring or chain like an 
ordinary key. The opener includes a pry element (120) 
formed With a narroW leading edge (140) for installing 
Within the annular gap (60) betWeen the bottle cap and the 
bottle top. The pry element further includes an engaging 
surface (165) that acts upon an inside surface of the annular 
lip of the bottle cap to forcibly engaged With the annular lip 
to prevent the opener from slipping oif of the bottle cap. 

18 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets 
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NON-SLIP BOTTLE OPENER 

BACKGROUND OR THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The invention relates to bottle cap removers or bottle 

openers and speci?cally provides a non-slip bottle cap 
remover for ?tting compactly on a key ring With standard 
keys. In particular the portable bottle cap remover of the 
present invention provides pry handle and bottle cap remov 
ing nose section of thin cross-section for ?tting betWeen 
keys on a key ring as Well as an overall length approximately 
equal to the length of standards keys. In addition, the nose 
portion includes a pry element that ?ts Within a gap betWeen 
a bottle top and a bottle cap and a fulcrum element shaped 
to vary a bottle cap removing pry force over its range of 
motion. 

2. Description of Related Art 
Portable bottle cap removing tools or bottle openers are 

Widely knoWn and used to remove malleable bottle caps 
from beverage bottles and the like. Malleable bottle caps, 
usually metal, are generally crimped or otherWise formed 
over the top of a glass bottle to form a gas/liquid seal With 
the bottle top. In general, metal bottle caps are not remov 
able by hand and require a bottle cap removing tool for 
prying the cap from the bottle. The removal tool generally 
alloWs a user to pry the bottle cap from the bottle top using 
a hand applied force that is easily applied by the average 
user. The prying force applied by the removal tool deforms 
the bottle cap so that it ?rst breaks the seal betWeen the bottle 
cap and the bottle top and thereafter continues to apply a 
force to the bottle cap until it becomes completely dislodged 
from the bottle. 

FIG. 1 depicts the con?guration of a typical glass bever 
age bottle top 10 shoWn in section vieW. As shoWn, the bottle 
top 10 is formed With a circular opening 15 surrounded by 
an annular rim 20. The annular rim 20 is speci?cally 
provided to receive a bottle cap thereon and to form a 
liquid/ gas tight seal With a bottle cap. The rim 20 includes 
a ?at annular top surface 25, surrounding the bottle circular 
opening 15. The cross-section of the annular rim 20 includes 
a maximum outside diameter 30 and the bottle top necks 
doWn to a local minimum diameter 35 before increasing in 
cross-section. 

FIG. 2 depicts a section vieW taken through the bottle top 
10 and a metal bottle cap 40 installed thereon. As shoWn, the 
bottle cap 40 includes a thin circular ?at disk shaped top 
section 45 and an annular lip section 50 extending doWn 
Wardly therefrom. The inside surface of the ?at top section 
45 mates With the ?at annular top surface 25 of the bottle top 
to seal the bottle opening 15. The bottle cap annular lip 
section 50 is crimped over the bottle rim maximum outside 
diameter 30 and tightly held thereto. As shoWn in FIG. 2, 
there is an annular gap 60 formed betWeen an inner diameter 
of the bottle cap annular rim 50 and the region of the bottle 
top minimum diameter 35. As is Well knoWn, most bottle 
caps are formed With annular lip section 50 having a 
scalloped loWer edge 55. The scalloping results from the 
forming process used to shape the bottle cap. As a result of 
the scalloping the annular gap 60 is not uniform in Width but 
has a Width that varies slightly at alternating peaks and 
valleys of the scalloped edge 55. 

In general, bottle cap removers include one or more 
prying elements that are placed into contact With the loWer 
edge 55, one or more fulcrum elements that are placed into 
contact With the outside surface of the bottle cap ?at top 
section 45, and a handle element, connecting the prying and 
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2 
fulcrum elements to provide a lever point distal from the 
fulcrum elements. The lever point provides a mechanical 
advantage such that a force applied at the distal lever point 
rotates the bottle cap removing tool causing the prying 
elements to rotate about a contact point betWeen the fulcrum 
element and the outside surface of the bottle cap top section 
45. As the handle is rotated by the user, the prying elements 
grip the loWer edge 55, and as more force is applied to the 
handle, the prying elements deform the bottle cap lip 50 to 
initially break its seal With the bottle and thereafter may 
further deform the bottle cap lip and the bottle cap top 
section by continuing to apply a prying force until the bottle 
cap is free of the bottle rim maximum outside diameter 30. 
Ideally, the force applied to the handle is generally Within 
the range that can be easily hand applied by a user. 
One problem With the portable bottle cap removers of the 

prior art is that there is a tendency of the prying elements to 
slip oif the loWer edge 55. Conventional bottle cap openers 
are especially susceptible to slipping as the shape of the 
annular lip section 50 is deformed by the prying force. In 
particular, it is a common problem With conventional bottle 
cap removing tools that they slip olf the edge 55 before the 
bottle cap has been suf?ciently deformed to remove it. After 
the tool has slipped o?‘, it is customary for a user to slightly 
rotate the tool, or the bottle, to reposition the prying ele 
ments at a neW, undeformed, location on the bottle cap lip 
section 55 and reapply the prying force to pry another 
section of the lip 50 aWay from the bottle. This process may 
be repeated tWo or three times before the bottle cap is 
completely removed. AmaZingly, this has been an acceptable 
practice for a very long time. While many bottle cap openers 
have solved the problem of slipping by providing spaced 
apart prying elements that contact the edge 55 at tWo or more 
angularly spaced apart points, these devices do not have a 
thin cross-section and therefore do not ?t compactly onto 
key ring or chain With keys. 

Accordingly, there is still a need in the art for a portable 
bottle cap removing tool that compactly attaches to a key 
ring or chain, With keys, and that provides non-slip bottle 
cap removal. One example of a key ring or chain mountable 
bottle opener is shoWn in Us. Pat. No. 4,949,600 by 
Tricenalla. Tricenalla teaches a bottle cap opening tool With 
a cross-section that compactly attaches to a key ring or chain 
With keys, hoWever, not as compactly as the bottle opener of 
the present invention. Speci?cally, Tricenalle describes the 
problem that compact bottle openers made from untreated 
steel are subject to rusting and that bottle openers made from 
extruded aluminum are damaged by Wear and abrasion of 
the pry surfaces that contact the bottle cap edge 55. To solve 
these problems Tricenalle teaches a tWo piece bottle cap 
opener having a ?rst piece comprising a unitary handle and 
a fulcrum element formed from a stilf moldable polymeric 
material, and second piece comprising a metal pry element 
formed from a Wear resistant metal edge gripper plate 
attached to the unitary handle and fulcrum element. In 
particular, Tricenalle suggests that the edge gripper plate be 
formed from Wear and rust resistant stainless steel. In 
addition, the metal edge gripper plate of Tricenalle is shoWn 
With an arcate surface matching the radius of a bottle top for 
better contact With the loWer edge 55, and With a tongue 
notched in the edge gripper plate to alloW a front edge of the 
edge gripper plate to be positioned closely adjacent to the 
bottle neck. While the bottle cap removing tool taught by 
Tricenalle readily attaches to a key chain and provides 
improved gripping and Wear resistance, it has the undesir 
able properties that the molded unitary handle/fulcrum ele 
ment may require costly mold tooling to manufacture and 
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that the ?nal opener Which includes the handle and the edge 
gripper plate, must be assembled and this adds labor cost to 
the manufacturing cost of the opener. Another problem With 
the disclosure of Ticenalle is that the cross-section or 
thickness, While not speci?cally given, appears to be much 
thicker than the cross section of a standard key. In addition, 
there is no indication given by Tricenalle that the gripper 
plate ?ts Within the gap 60 and therefore the opener pro 
posed by Tricenalle may also slip off of the loWer edge 55 
after the initial deformation. 

In another example of a bottle cap removing tool for 
attaching to a key ring, or chain, US. Pat. No. 5,267,494 by 
Waluda discloses a bottle opening cut-out formed in a 
functional key. According to Waluda, a key includes a head 
portion, Which is held by the user, and a body portion, Which 
is inserted into a lock. Waluda discloses a U-shaped cut out 
formed in the key head is usable to remove a bottle cap from 
a bottle, and suggests that a brass or aluminum key Will open 
bottle caps Without breaking the key. Moreover, Waluda 
teaches that a key having an average body length in the 
range of 28.54445 mm, (1 l/s*1% inches), provides suffi 
cient leverage to remove a bottle cap using the U-shaped 
cutout. Other examples of keys combined With bottle cap 
opening elements are also disclosed in US. Pat. No. 1,314, 
905 by Sard and Des. 89,924 by Schnoor. While these 
examples of keys that are usable as bottle openers are 
convenient, there is a problem With the examples because 
keys are often made of a soft metal, so they can be easily 
reproduced, and the soft metal key material is readily Worn 
and abraded by a bottle cap. Moreover, the U-shaped cutouts 
disclosed by Waluda need to be accepted by the key manu 
facturer and are most economically cut into the key blanks 
at the time of manufacture. In addition, the U-shaped cutout 
disclosed by Waluda does not appear to solve the problem 
that the lifting or prying edge slips off the bottle cap loWer 
edge 55 as soon as the cap begins to be deformed such that 
tWo or three prying steps may be need to remove the bottle 
cap. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention overcomes the problems cited in 
the prior by providing a non-slip compact bottle cap opener 
100 for removing a bottle cap 40 from a bottle top 10. The 
opener 100 is formed as a unitary element With its length and 
thickness similar to length and thickness of a standard key 
so that it can ?t comfortably onto a key ring or key chain 
With other keys. The opener 100 has a handle portion 105 
With Which the user applies prying force to the bottle cap 
With a mechanical advantage. The handle includes a through 
hole or other attaching arrangement for attaching the opener 
to a key ring or chain. A nose portion 110 is formed unitary 
With the handled portion and is shaped to engage With the 
bottle cap. The nose portion includes a pry element 120 that 
is formed With a narroW leading edge 140 for installing 
Within an annular gap 60 betWeen the bottle cap and the 
bottle top. The pry element provides an engaging surface 
165 that engages With and acts upon an inside surface of a 
bottle cap annular lip section 50 to deform the bottle cap and 
remove it from the bottle When a user applies a rotation force 
to the handle portion. To facilitate easy removal and to 
prevent the bottle cap from tearing, the bottle cap opener 
nose portion is formed With tWo distinct fulcrum edges for 
contacting the top surface of the bottle cap. Each fulcrum 
edge provides a pivot edge about Which the bottle opener 
pivots as it is rotated to remove the bottle cap. While in the 
preferred embodiment of the invention fulcrum edge sur 
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4 
faces are described, each fulcrum edge may also comprise a 
radius or a small area such as a round or rectangular surface 

positioned to contact the bottle top as detailed in the detailed 
description of the invention. A ?rst fulcrum edge 135, is 
formed opposed to the pry element 120, and contacts the 
bottle cap top section 45 at a ?rst position. The opener 100 
initially pivots about the ?rst fulcrum edge 135 as the pry 
element deforms the bottle cap at an annular lip section 50. 
A ?rst force pry force F1 is generated at the pry element 120 
as the opener 100 rotates about the ?rst fulcrum edge. A 
second fulcrum edge 160 is formed opposed to the pry 
element 120 and contacts the bottle cap top section 45 at a 
second position. The opener 100 pivots about the second 
fulcrum edge 160 after it has rotated about 18 degrees from 
its starting position. A second pry force F2, is generated at 
the pry element 120 as the opener 100 rotates about the 
second fulcrum edge 160 and the second pry force is less 
than the ?rst pry force. The loWer second pry force helps to 
prevent the opener 100 from further deforming the bottle cap 
lip section and slipping off of the bottle cap before it has 
been removed. 
The bottle opener 100 is formed With a length of about 

5(L80 mm, (19743.15 inches) and a thickness of about 
1.545 mm, (00640.2 inches) so as to comfortably ?t onto a 
key ring With keys. The preferred material is corrosion 
resistant and resilient so the opener may be formed from a 
titanium alloy, stainless steel or an aluminum alloys and 
preferably from an alloy having a Brinell hardness of at least 
150. In addition, the preferred construct of the opener 100 is 
a unitary element cut from sheet stock but other embodi 
ments and manufacturing methods are suitable Without 
deviating from the present invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The features of the present invention Will best be under 
stood from a detailed description of the invention and a 
preferred embodiment thereof selected for the purposes of 
illustration and shoWn in the accompanying draWing in 
Which: 

FIG. 1 illustrates the con?guration of a typical glass 
beverage bottle top shoWn in section vieW. 

FIG. 2 illustrates the con?guration of a typical bottle cap 
installed onto the glass beverage bottle top of FIG. 1, shoWn 
in section vieW. 

FIG. 3 illustrates a side vieW of an improved bottle cap 
opener according to the present invention. 

FIG. 4 illustrates an isometric vieW of an improved bottle 
cap opener according to the present invention. 

FIG. 5 illustrates an exploded side vieW of the nose 
portion of the bottle cap opener according to the present 
invention. 

FIG. 6 illustrates a side vieW of a bottle top having the 
bottle cap opener according to the present invention posi 
tioned in a ?rst start position. 

FIG. 7 illustrates a side vieW of a bottle top having the 
bottle cap opener according to the present invention posi 
tioned in a second seal breaking position and detailing the 
distances betWeen the elements used to determine force 
ratios. 

FIG. 8 illustrates a side vieW of a bottle top having the 
bottle cap opener according to the present invention posi 
tioned in a third bottle cap removing position. 

FIG. 9 illustrates a side vieW of the bottle opener accord 
ing to the present invention With preferred dimensions for 
locating the fulcrum edges shoWn in millimeters. 
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FIG. 10 illustrates an exploded side vieW of the nose 
portion of the bottle opener according to the present inven 
tion With preferred dimensions for locating the pry element 
shoWn in millimeters. 

FIG. 11 illustrates a nesting arrangement used to eco 
nomically cut the bottle opener according to the present 
invention from sheet stock. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

FIGS. 346 and 9410 depict an improved bottle cap opener 
100 according to the present invention. The opener 100 is 
shoWn in side vieW in FIGS. 3 and 9 and in isometric vieW 
in FIG. 4. An exploded vieW of a nose portion of the opener 
is shoWn in FIGS. 5 and 10. The opener 100 may be formed 
With a uniform thickness in the range of about 1545.0 mm, 
(00640.2 inches) but the preferred thickness is 2.3 mm, 
(0.09 inches). Ideally, the bottle cap opener 100 is formed 
from a metal having a hardness that is harder that the 
hardness of a conventional bottle cap so that the opener 100 
Will not be Worn doWn by long term use. Accordingly, the 
opener 100 may be formed from a material having a Brinell 
Hardness above 200 to provide excellent Wear resistant 
properties hoWever, the opener 100 may also be formed of 
softer materials With a Brinell Hardness above 150 being 
acceptable. 

Preferably the bottle cap opener 100 is formed from a 
corrosion resistant metal or from a metal that is surface 
treated to prevent corrosion. In addition, a material available 
in ?at stock is preferred so that the opener 100 may cut 
directly from the ?at stock having a thickness matching the 
desired thickness of the opener. In particular a preferred 
material is a 6AL-4V titanium alloy Which is available in 
sheet stock in the desired thickness range, has a Brinell 
Hardness above 300, has a high strength to Weight ratio, and 
is corrosion resistant. In addition, corrosion resistant stain 
less steels as Well as some aluminum alloys are also suitable 
for forming the opener 100. 

The bottle cap opener 100 may be formed using one of 
many conventional metal forming processes but the opener 
100 is preferably formed by stamping, also called die 
cutting, or by Water jet or laser cutting the ?nished openers 
from a ?at sheet of metal stock or from a stack of ?at sheets 
of metal stock placed one above another. In a further aspect 
of the invention, the opener 100 is shaped for nesting on the 
sheet stock to reduce the cutting time and material Waste. An 
example is shoWn in FIG. 11. Altemately, openers may be 
formed by an electro-discharge machining (EDM) Wire 
cutting process. In a preferred fabrication method, ?nished 
openers 100 are stamped or cut from a ?at sheet of metal 
stock having the desired ?nish thickness and requiring no 
further heat or surface treatment to achieve the desired 
hardness and corrosion resistance properties. 

Referring noW to FIGS. 345 the bottle opener 100 has an 
overall length of 61.2 mm, (2.41 inches), Which is about the 
same length as a standard key, and Which is considerably 
shorter and more compact than most conventional bottle 
openers. As shoWn in FIG. 4 the opener 100 has a uniform 
thickness Which is preferably 2.3 mm, (0.09 inches). This 
thickness is only slightly thicker than the thickness of a 
standard key. The opener 100 has a handle portion 105 for 
providing a lever arm that provides a mechanical advantage 
for prying the bottle cap from the bottle. A nose portion 110 
is unitary With the handle portion 105 and is provided to 
interface With the bottle cap 40 and to deform the bottle cap 
40 for removal from the bottle top 10. The handle portion 
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6 
105 may include a hole 115 passing therethrough for attach 
ing the opener 100 to a ring, or the like, such as a key ring 
or key chain, and since the opener 100 has approximately the 
same length and thickness as a standard key it ?ts easily onto 
a key ring or key chain like any other key Without making 
the key ring uncomfortable to carry in a pocket. Thus the 
bottle opener 100 of the present invention provides a com 
pact key ring mounted bottle opener that does not signi? 
cantly change the siZe and shape of the key ring or chain 
carried by the user. In addition, the key ring or chain as Well 
as the opener handle 105 may be gripped by the user When 
removing a bottle top for improved leverage and handling. 

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 5, the nose portion 110 includes 
a ?rst portion shaped as a pry element 120 and a second 
portion shaped as a fulcrum element 125. In particular, the 
pry element 120 is formed With a narroW leading edge 140 
that ?ts Within the gap 60, (see FIG. 2). While conventional 
bottle cap openers engage the bottle cap With a pry element 
acting on the bottle cap loWer edge 55, the pry element 120, 
of the present invention, speci?cally engages an inside edge 
of the annular lip 50 to prevent the bottle cap opener 100 
from slipping off the bottle cap 40 as the cap is pried from 
the bottle top. The nose portion 110 is formed With opening 
130 siZed and shaped to ?t snugly over a standard bottle cap 
When the pry element 120 is inserted Within the gap 60 and 
the ?rst fulcrum edge 135 is in contact With the bottle cap 
top. The design of the opener 100 is explained further beloW 
as its operation is detailed. 

Referring noW to FIGS. 6% the operation of the improved 
bottle cap opener 100 for removing a bottle cap 40 Without 
slipping off the bottle cap is demonstrated in three steps. In 
a ?rst step, depicted in FIG. 6, the opener 100 is installed 
onto the bottle cap 40 in a ?rst starting position. In the 
starting position the pry element 120 is installed Within the 
gap 60 and securely engaged With an inner surface of the 
bottle cap annular rim section 50 and With the ?rst fulcrum 
edge 135 in contact With the bottle cap disk shaped top 
section 45. The correct location of these elements is ensured 
by the siZe and relative position of the opening 130 With 
respect to the fulcrum elements 125 and the pry element 120 
and a preferred interrelation of these elements is detailed in 
FIGS. 9 and 10. In particular, the pry element 120 is formed 
With a narroW leading edge 140, Which is the edge that is 
inserted Within the gap 60. 
As further shoWn in FIGS. 5 and 6, the nose portion 110 

includes a trailing surface 145 Which is positioned and 
shaped to ensure that When the opener 100 is in the ?rst 
starting position, a slight clearance is provided betWeen the 
trailing surface 145 and the bottle cap top section 45. Thus 
according to one aspect of the present invention, When the 
opener 100 is in the ?rst starting position it contacts the 
bottle cap at the ?rst fulcrum edge 135 and at the pry element 
120. With the bottle cap remover 100 in the ?rst position, a 
user applies a rotation force approximately at the location 
and in the direction shoWn by the force vector P shoWn in 
FIG. 6. The force vector P acts on the ?rst fulcrum edge 135 
and on the pry element 120 and begins to deform the bottle 
cap annular lip section 50. In particular, the initial defor 
mation of the bottle cap annular lip section is local to the 
contacting point of the pry element 120. The result of the 
applied force is to cause the pry element 120 to pull the 
annular lip section 50 radially aWay from the bottle top 
minimum outside diameter 35. 

FIG. 7 depicts the opener 100 in a second, seal breaking, 
position. In the seal breaking position, the bottle cap 40 is 
shoWn deformed enough to expose the bottle top opening 15. 
Thus as the opener 100 is moved from the ?rst staring 
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position to the second seal breaking position it breaks the 
gas/liquid seal between the bottle cap and the bottle top. 
Also, as the opener 100 is rotated from the ?rst staring 
position to the second seal breaking position, the bottle cap 
loWer edge 55 is deformed by the pry element 120 and 
forced toWard the center of a radius 150 formed at the base 
of the pry element 120. Thus according to one aspect of the 
present invention, the shape of the pry element 120 is 
formed With a contiguous radius 150 to forcibly engage the 
bottle cap annular lip section 50 With the radius 150 as the 
opener is moved from the ?rst starting position toWard the 
second seal breaking position. Thus according to the present 
invention, the force applied by the pry element 120 to the 
annular lip section 50 and the shape of the pry element 120 
and radius 150 prevent the pry element from slipping off of 
the bottle cap. 
As the bottle opener 100 moves from the ?rst position to 

the second position it rotates about the ?rst fulcrum edge 
135. As shoWn in FIG. 7, the bottle opener nose portion 110 
includes a leading surface 155 that is speci?cally formed at 
an angle of 18° With respect to the trailing surface 145. Thus 
as the opener 100 is rotated through approximately 18° from 
the starting position to the seal breaking position, the leading 
surface 155 becomes substantially parallel With the bottle 
cap disk shaped top section 45. Upon further rotation of the 
opener 100, the center of rotation begins to transfer from a 
rotation about the ?rst fulcrum edge 135 to a rotation about 
a second fulcrum edge 160. Thus according to a further 
aspect of the present invention, the bottle opener 100 
includes tWo distinctly separate fulcrum edges (135 and 
160), each having a different radial distance, G and H, from 
the force vector P. 

FIG. 8 depicts the opener 100 in a third, cap removing 
position. In the third cap removing position, the bottle cap 40 
is shoWn deformed enough to become free of the bottle top 
maximum outside diameter 30 and completely removed 
from the bottle top. As shoWn in FIG. 8, in the third cap 
removing position, the second fulcrum edge 160 and the 
leading surface 155 are substantially in contact With the 
bottle cap top section 45 and the main deformation of the 
bottle cap has occurred in the section betWeen the ?rst 
fulcrum edge 135 and the pry element radius 150. 

Referring again to FIG. 7, according to the present 
invention, the force vector P is applied at a distance G from 
the ?rst fulcrum edge 135 as the opener 100 moves from the 
?rst starting position to the second seal breaking position. 
The force F acts on the ?rst fulcrum edge 135 at a distance 
G and further acts on the pry element 120 With a force Fl at 
a distance DS. The force F1 is given by 

F1:G/DS(F) Equation 1 

As the opener 100 is further rotated past the second seal 
breaking position, the force vector P is applied at a distance 
H from the second fulcrum edge 160. The force F acts on the 
second fulcrum edge 160 at a distance H and further acts on 
the pry element 120 With a force F2 at a distance DL. The 
force F2 is given by 

F 2 :H/DL(F) Equation 2 

In the speci?c example of the present invention using the 
dimensions G:50 mm, DS:14 mm, H:57 mm and DL:20 
mm, the force Fl:3.57 F and the force F2:2.85 F. Thus 
according to a further aspect of the present invention, 
rotation about the ?rst fulcrum edge 135 provides a greater 
mechanical advantage than rotation about the second ful 
crum edge 160. In other Words, a constant force F applied at 
the handle portion 105 applies a larger initial prying force Fl 
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8 
as the opener 100 is rotated betWeen the ?rst starting 
position and the second seal breaking position and a smaller 
prying force F2 as the opener is further rotated past the 
second seal breaking position. As a result, a high initial 
prying force is applied to initially pry a local region of the 
annular rim section 50 aWay from the bottle. The higher 
initial force Fl serves to force the bottle cap lip 50 into the 
bottom of the radius 150 to provide a more positive grip of 
the bottle opener 100 With the bottle cap. In addition, the 
higher initial force Fl produces a large initial deformation of 
the annular rim to pull it aWay from bottle top. Once the 
bottle cap has been su?iciently deformed by the initial force 
Fl, the smaller F2 removes the bottle cap from the bottle top 
Without much further deformation and this also prevents the 
bottle opener 100 from deforming the bottle cap so much 
that it slips or becomes disengaged With the lip 50 or so 
much that the bottle cap material tears. 

Referring to FIGS. 9 and 10, the bottle cap opener 100 
according to the present invention is shoWn With preferred 
detailed dimensions listed in millimeters and preferred angu 
lar orientations listed in degrees. The opener 100, as dis 
closed herein ?ts onto a standard bottle cap in a starting 
position, as depicted in FIG. 6 and removes a standard bottle 
cap in a sWift hand motion Without slipping off the bottle 
cap. Moreover, the pry element 120 installs into the gap 60 
and remains engaged therein Without slipping off as the 
bottle opener rotates from the start position to the bottle 
opening position. As detailed in FIGS. 9 and 10 the nose 
portion 110 is oriented at substantially 45° With respect to a 
longitudinal surface of the handle portion 105 With the 
trailing surface 145 oriented at a 38° angle With respect to 
the handle longitudinal surface and With the leading surface 
155 oriented at a 20° angle With respect to the handle 
longitudinal surface. As further shoWn in FIG. 10, a pry 
element engaging surface 165, that engages the inside sur 
face of the bottle cap annular lip 50 is formed With an angle 
of substantially 135° With respect to the trailing surface 145. 
This provides a comfortable engaging angle for the start 
position and alloWs the engaging surface 165 to be easily 
inserted into the gap 60. 

In testing of the opener 100 bottle caps Were repeatedly 
removed on the ?rst attempt Without slipping or the need to 
reapply the opener in a neW starting position. In addition, 
applicants examined bottle caps removed by the opener of 
the present invention and observed that the top section of a 
removed bottle cap Was slightly and equally creased at the 
locations Where the ?rst and second fulcrum edges 135 and 
160 make contact With the bottle cap. This observation 
supports the fact that both fulcrum edges are indeed used to 
remove the bottle cap as described above. 
As Will also be recogniZed by those skilled in the art, 

tearing of the bottle cap material can occur When the pry 
element is so thin that the pry force is very highly concen 
trated over a small contact area. To avoid tearing, the pry 
force is applied over a longer length or surface area of the 
lip surface 55 and this helps to keep the material stress beloW 
a tearing stress. In many prior art devices, the prying force 
is distributed over multiple prying elements thereby apply 
ing a simultaneous prying force at a plurality of angularly 
spaced apart prying contact points along the bottle cap loWer 
edge 55. HoWever, it is desirable for the present invention to 
provide a bottle opener With a narroW thickness for ?tting on 
a key ring With other keys. Applicants have found that a pry 
element thickness of about 2.28 mm, (0.09 inches), Which is 
slightly thicker that an average key but not so thick that it 
becomes bulky When mounted on a key ring, is acceptable 
Without tearing the bottle cap. As a further point of clari? 



US 7,086,310 B2 

cation, bottle caps are generally formed With the annular lip 
section 50 and its lower edge 55 scalloped. The scalloping 
results from the forming process used to shape the bottle 
cap. In addition, the scalloped edge serves to stiffen the 
annular lip section 50. As a result of the scalloping, the 
annular gap 60 does not have a uniform Width but has a 
Width modulated by the peaks and valleys of the scalloping. 
However, the dimension across each of the peaks of a 
standard bottle cap is less than about 1 mm, (0.04 inches) so 
that an opener 100 having a thickness of more than about 1.5 
mm, (0.06 inches), spans across the peak dimension to 
generally contact the bottle cap inner surface at valley points 
no matter Where it is installed Within the gap 60. As further 
point, if the opener thickness is small enough to act Within 
a peak dimension, i.e. Without contacting valley points, the 
opener 100 Will not be oriented at the desired starting 
position and the concentration of all of the prying force 
Within the peak area may lead to tearing of the bottle cap 
material. 

It Will also be recogniZed by those skilled in the art that, 
While the invention has been described above in terms of 
preferred embodiments, it is not limited thereto. Various 
features and aspects of the above described invention may 
be used individually or jointly. Further, although the inven 
tion has been described in the context of its implementation 
in a particular environment, and for particular applications, 
eg for removing a bottle cap, those skilled in the art Will 
recogniZe that its usefulness is not limited thereto and that 
the present invention can be bene?cially utiliZed in any 
number of environments and implementations including but 
not limited to removing other types of bottle caps, including 
tWist o?c bottle caps, or other pressed or crimped on food 
container caps such as jar caps. Accordingly, the claims set 
forth beloW should be construed in vieW of the full breadth 
and spirit of the invention as disclosed herein. 

The invention claimed is: 
1. Abottle cap opener (100) for removing a bottle cap (40) 

from a bottle top (10) comprising: 
a unitary element having a length in the range of 50*80 
mm (1.97*3.15 inches) and a substantially uniform 
thickness in the range of 1 .5*5.0 mm, (0.6*0.20 inches) 
and further comprising; 

a handle portion (105) having a longitudinal length dis 
posed along a handle longitudinal axis for providing a 
mechanical advantage for prying the bottle cap from 
the bottle top When a constant force (F) is applied to a 
?rst end thereof; and, 

a nose portion (110) formed opposed to said ?rst end for 
engaging With the bottle cap, said nose portion includ 
ing, a pry element (120) for installing Within an annular 
gap (60) betWeen the bottle cap and the bottle top, a 
fulcrum element (125) for contacting the bottle cap at 
a top surface (45) thereof, and an opening (130) formed 
betWeen the pry element (120) and the fulcrum element 
(125) said opening being siZed and shaped to ?t snugly 
over the bottle cap When the pry element is installed 
Within the annular gap (60), and Wherein said pry 
element includes an engaging surface (165) for acting 
upon an inside surface of a bottle cap annular lip 
section (50), said pry element being formed With a 
narroW leading edge (140) for installing Within the gap 
(60) and With a radius (150) formed contiguous With 
the engaging surface (165) for forcibly engaging the 
bottle cap annular lip section (50) to prevent the pry 
element from slipping off of the bottle cap, and Wherein 
said fulcrum element (125) includes a ?rst fulcrum 
edge (135), formed at an intersection betWeen a trailing 
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10 
surface (145) and a leading surface (155), and a second 
fulcrum edge (160), formed at an intersection betWeen 
the leading surface (155) and another surface, and 
Wherein said leading surface (155) is formed at an 
angle of substantially 180 With respect to said trailing 
surface (145). 

2. The bottle cap opener of claim 1 Wherein the handle 
portion includes a hole (115) passing therethrough for 
attaching the bottle cap opener (100) to one of a key ring and 
a key chain. 

3. The bottle cap opener of claim 2: 
Wherein the nose portion is formed With the ?rst fulcrum 

edge (135) positioned to contact the bottle cap top 
section (45) at a ?rst position located at a ?rst radial 
distance (G) from the force (F) being applied to the ?rst 
end, and Wherein the ?rst position has a second radial 
distance (D S) from the pry element (120) for deforming 
the annular lip section (50) With a ?rst pry force (F1) 
applied during rotation of the opener (100) about the 
?rst fulcrum edge (135); and, 

Wherein the nose portion is formed With the second 
fulcrum edge (160) positioned to contact the bottle cap 
top section at a second position after said ?rst 18 
degrees of rotation of the opener (100), said second 
position being located at a third radial distance (H) 
from the force (F) applied to the ?rst end, and Wherein 
the second position has a fourth radial distance (DL) 
from the pry element (120) for removing the bottle cap 
from the bottle top With a second pry force (F2) applied 
during rotation of the opener (100) about the second 
fulcrum edge (160), and Wherein said ?rst radial dis 
tance (G) is less than said third radial distance (H), and 
said second radial distance (DS) is less than said fourth 
radial distance (D L) such that said second pry force (F2) 
is less than said ?rst pry force (F1). 

4. The bottle cap opener of claim 3 Wherein said ?rst 
radial distance (G) is substantially 50 mm, (1.97 inches), the 
second radial distance (DS) is substantially 14.0 mm, (0.55 
inches), the third radial distance (H) is substantially 57.0 
mm, (2.24 inches) and the fourth radial distance (DL) is 
substantially 20.0 mm, (0.79 inches) to thereby convert the 
constant force (F) applied to the ?rst end to the force (F1) 
equal to 3.57 times the force (F), during rotation of the bottle 
opener about the ?rst fulcrum edge (135), and to the force 
(F2) equal to 2.85 times the force (F), during rotation of the 
bottle opener about the second fulcrum edge (160). 

5. The bottle cap opener of claim 2 Wherein the unitary 
element is formed from a material having a Brinell hardness 
of at least 150. 

6. The bottle cap opener of claim 5 Wherein the unitary 
element is formed from one of a titanium alloy, a stainless 
steel alloy and an aluminum alloy. 

7. The bottle cap opener of claim 1 Wherein said thickness 
dimension is in the range of 1 .5*3.0 mm, (0.06i0. 12 inches). 

8. The bottle cap opener of claim 1 Wherein said overall 
length dimension is substantially 61 mm, (2.4 inches) and 
said thickness dimension is substantially 2.3 mm, (0.09 
inches). 

9. Abottle cap opener (100) for removing a bottle cap (40) 
from a bottle top (10), said bottle cap including an annular 
lip section (50) and a disk shaped top section (45), com 
prising: 

a handle portion (105) forming a lever arm that provides 
a mechanical advantage for prying the bottle cap from 
the bottle top When a constant force (F) is applied to a 
?rst end thereof; 
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a nose portion (110), unitary With the handle portion and 
disposed at a second end thereof for providing an 
interface to the bottle cap (40) and for deforming the 
bottle cap for removal from the bottle top, said nose 
portion including a ?rst portion shaped as a pry element 
(120), for engaging With an inside surface of the 
annular lip section (50), and a second portion shaped as 
a fulcrum element (125), for engaging With the disk 
shaped top section (45); 

Wherein the fulcrum element (125) includes a ?rst ful 
crum edge (135) disposed at a ?rst radial distance (G) 
from the ?rst end, and at a second radial distance DS 
from said pry element (120), for applying a ?rst prying 
force (F1) to said pry element (120) in response to the 
application of said constant force (F) to said ?rst end 
and Wherein said ?rst force (F,) is equal to the ratio 
G/DS times the constant force (F); 

Wherein the fulcrum element (125) further includes a 
second fulcrum edge (160) disposed at a second radial 
distance (H) from the ?rst end and at a second radial 
distance (D L) from said pry element (120), for applying 
a second prying force (F2) to said pry element (120) in 
response to the application of said constant force (F) to 
said ?rst end, said second force (F2) is equal to the ratio 
H/DL times the constant force (F); and, 

Wherein said nose portion (110) is con?gured to engage 
the disk shaped top section (45) With said ?rst fulcrum 
edge (135) at a ?rst position such that said ?rst pry 
force (F1) is applied to the pry element (120) during 
rotation of the opener (100) about the ?rst fulcrum edge 
(135), for deforming the annular lip section (50), and to 
thereafter engage the disk shaped top section (45) With 
said second fulcrum edge (160), at a second position, 
such that said second pry force (F2) is applied to the pry 
element (120) during rotation of the opener (100) about 
the second fulcrum edge (160) for removing the bottle 
cap from the bottle top. 

10. The bottle cap opener of claim 9 Wherein the pry 
element (120) comprises a narroW leading edge (140) for 
installing Within an annular gap (60) betWeen the bottle cap 
and the bottle top While the ?rst fulcrum edge (135) is in 
contact the bottle cap disk shaped top section (45) at the ?rst 
position; and, an engaging surface (165) oriented to engage 
the inside surface of the annular lip section (50). 

11. The bottle cap opener of claim 10 Wherein the 
engaging surface (165) is formed With a radius (150) con 
tiguous thereWith for forcibly engaging the bottle cap annu 
lar lip section (50) Within the radius (150) as the bottle cap 
opener (100) is rotated about the ?rst fulcrum edge (135) 
from a ?rst starting position toWard a second seal breaking 
position to thereby prevent the pry element from slipping off 
of the bottle cap. 

12. The bottle cap opener of claim 9 Wherein the ?rst 
radial distance (G) is substantially 50.0 mm (1.97 inches) the 
second radial distance (DS) is substantially 14.0 mm (0.55 
inches), the third radial distance (H) is substantially 57.0 
mm, (2.24 inches) and the fourth radial distance (DL) is 
substantially 20.0 mm (0.79 inches). 

13. The bottle cap opener of claim 12 Wherein the shape 
of the handle portion is formed to provide common edges 
betWeen adjacent elements in a nesting layout so that the 
opener (100) can be manufactured using reduced cutting 
time and material Waste provided by a nested layout. 
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12 
14. The bottle cap opener of claim 9 Wherein the ?rst 

fulcrum edge (135) and the second fulcrum edge (160) are 
separated by a leading surface (155) and Wherein the leading 
surface (155) has a length dimension of substantially 6.1 mm 
(0.24 inches). 

15. A method for opening a bottle cap With a bottle cap 
removing tool (100), the removing tool having a handle 
portion (105) and a nose portion (110), the nose portion 
being formed With a pry element (120) having a narroW 
leading edge (140) for ?tting Within an annular gap (60) 
formed betWeen the bottle cap (40) and the bottle top (10), 
an engaging surface (165) for engaging the bottle cap at an 
inside surface of an annular lip section (50) of the bottle cap 
and a radius (150) formed at a base of the pry element 120, 
said nose portion further being formed With a ?rst fulcrum 
edge (135), and a separate second fulcrum edge (160) 
comprising the steps of: 

engaging the bottle cap removing tool in a ?rst starting 
position With the engaging surface (165) in contact With 
the inside surface of the annular lip (50) and With the 
?rst fulcrum edge (135) in contact With the top section 
(45) at a ?rst position; 

rotating the bottle cap removing tool about the ?rst 
fulcrum edge (135) to transfer a ?rst pry force (F1) to 
the pry element for deforming the annular lip (50) and 
continuing to rotate the bottle cap removal tool about 
the ?rst fulcrum edge until the second fulcrum edge 
(160) is in contact With the bottle cap top section (45) 
at a second position; 

rotating the bottle cap removing tool about the second 
fulcrum edge to transfer a second pry force (F2) to the 
pry element until the bottle cap is removed from the 
bottle; and, 

Wherein the step of rotating the bottle cap removal tool 
about the ?rst fulcrum edge includes the step of forc 
ibly engaging the bottle cap annular lip section (50) 
Within the radius (150) for preventing the pry element 
from slipping off of the bottle cap. 

16. The method of claim 15 Wherein the ?rst fulcrum edge 
(135) is formed at an intersection of a trailing surface (145) 
and a leading surface (155) and the second fulcrum edge 
(160) is formed at an intersection of the leading surface 
(155) and another surface and Wherein the leading surface 
(155) makes an angle of 180 With the trailing surface (145) 
and Wherein the step of rotating the bottle cap removing tool 
about the ?rst fulcrum edge until the second fulcrum edge 
(160) is in contact With the bottle cap top section (45) at a 
second position comprises rotating the bottle opener (100) 
through an angle of 18°. 

17. A method for removing a bottle cap (40) from a bottle 
top (10) using a unitary bottle cap removing tool (100) 
comprising the steps of: 

engaging the bottle cap removing tool (100) With a bottle 
cap annular lip section (50) and With a ?rst fulcrum 
edge (135) in contact With a bottle cap top section (45) 
at a ?rst position; 

applying a force (F) to a handle portion (105) of the bottle 
cap removing tool at a ?rst end and in a direction for 
rotating the bottle cap removing tool about the ?rst 
fulcrum edge (135) to deform the bottle cap annular lip 
section (50) With a ?rst pry force (F1) and continuing to 
apply the force (F) until a second fulcrum edge (165) 
makes contact With the bottle cap top section at a 
second position; and, 
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continuing to apply the force (F) to the handle to thereby 
rotate the bottle cap opening tool about the second 
fulcrum edge (160) to remove the bottle cap from the 
bottle top With a second pry force (F2), said second pry 
force being less than said ?rst pry force (Fl). 

18. The method of claim 17 Wherein the unitary bottle cap 
removing tool (100) comprises a handle portion (105) and a 
nose portion (110), the nose portion being formed With a pry 
element (120) having a narroW leading edge (140) for ?tting 
Within an annular gap (60) formed betWeen a bottle cap (40) 
and the bottle top (10), an engaging surface (165) for 

14 
engaging the bottle cap at an inside surface of a bottle cap 
annular lip section (50), and a radius (150) formed at the 
base of the pry element 120, said nose portion further being 
formed With a ?rst fulcrum edge (135), and a separate 
second fulcrum edge (160) and Wherein the step of rotating 
the bottle cap removing tool about the ?rst fulcrum edge 
further comprises the step of forcibly engaging the bottle cap 
annular lip section (50) Within the radius (150) for prevent 
ing the pry element from slipping oif of the bottle cap. 

* * * * * 


