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T0 all whom, ¿t may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM M. SMITH, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at New 
Cumberland, in the county of Hancock and 

5 State of West Virginia, have invented a new 
and useful Improvement in Braced Fence 
Posts, of which improvement the following is 
a specification. 
This invention relates to new and useful 

1o improvements in braced fence-posts. 
The invention relates particularly to such 

posts as are employed at the corners, ends, 
and gateways of wire fences._ - 
In fences constructed of wire the strains 

I5 upon the posts, due to contraction, sagging, 
dac., make it necessary that they be properly 
braced and constructed to withstand such 
strainsand retain their usefulness for an in 
definite period; and with these objects in view 

zo I have invented a braced post which is admira 
bly adapted to fulfil the above requirements. 

In the accompanying drawings I have illus 
trated such improvements, in which- ` 

_ Figure I is a side elevation of the braced 
25 post, portions of which are sectionally shown 

and having attached thereto a portion ofva 
wire fence. Fig. II is a plan view of the same, 
in which the post is shown in section on the 
line A A of Fig. I. Fig. III is a plan view of 

3o the post in section, on the line'B B of Fig. I, 
having the brace and fence removed. Fig. 
IV is a plan view of the same post adapted 
for use in fence-corners". ' 
Further referring to said drawings, particu 

35 larly Figs. I, II, and III, for a detailed de-> 
scription Ithereof, the numeral I designates a 
cylindrical metal post having ribs 2 upon its 
outer periphery extending from end to end 
and provided near its upper extremity with 

4o an annular flange 3. To the lower or ground 
extremity of said post is secured a terra-cotta 
base-piece 4 by means of a suitable. cement 
iilling 5. Fitted over the upper extremity of 
Asaid post in'engagement'with said annular 

45 flange is a link 6, having its post-opening of 
the same general contour as that of the post-` 
surface, and thereby preventing its turning. 
A similar link is adjustably fitted about the 
post a short distance above the terra-cotta 

5o base-piece, which link I prefer for conven 
ience in applying the same thereto' to be of 

two parts hingedly connected at one end and 
clamped at or near the opposite by an elon 
gated link 8. Arod or supplemental post 9 ì 
is iitted into the outer ends of said links, and 55 
to the body of this rod is connected the wire 
fencing material l0, which material may be 
of any suitable structure. 

If the post is intended to be employed at a 
gateway to support the gate, the additional 6o 
links l1 and l2 are fitted thereto, said link 12 
being preferably of two parts hingedly con 
nected at one end and clamped at the oppo 
site by an elongated link 13, so that the same 
may be conveniently applied after the base is 65 
attached to the post or when set up. 
Engaging the post on the fence side and at 

an inclination is the two-legged brace-rod 14, 
the legs of which straddle the fence and, like 
the post, have cemented to their ends the 7o 
terra-cotta bases 15, and at the upper end 
terminates in a fork-like portion to partly 
surround the post, said fork or post engaging 
lportion being composed of cast metal and rig 
idly secured in suitable manner _to theends 75 
of said legs. Fitted over said post above the 
brace-fork‘ is a plate .17, which .is provided 
with a downwardly-extended tongue I7' to en 
gage the _brace-fork. The plate andl other 
attachments between the same and annular 8o 
Ilange are rigidly heldin position by a cap 
1S, screwed upon the post-top. ~ 
To prevent spreading of the brace-legs, as 

well asprevent possibility of the longitudinal 
strain _thereupon forcing the same through 85 
their bases, I connect one leg with the other 
by a cross-piece 20. 
At Fig. IV, I have shown a plan View of the 

same post and brace structure as applied to a 
fence-corner with three lines of fence, it be- 9o 
ing readily apparent that additional braces 
and supplemental posts may be connected in .. 
accordance to requirements. Itis also readily 
apparent that this post andbrace structure is ~ 
admirably adapted for the purpose intended. 95 
As its parts are comparatively few and sim 
ple, they may be quickly assembled and erect 
ed in position by any one possessed of ordi 
nary intelligence. Furthermore, the same 
will, owing to the non-corrosive base-pieces, roo 
remain useful for an indefinite length of time 
when put to practical use and effectually 
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withstand the strains due to contraction, dac., 
in this class of fences. 
Having thus fully shown and described my 

invention, what I claim as new, and desire to 
secure by Letters Patent, is 

1. In combination with a wire felice, a 
braced post comprisinga tubular metal post 
body having an adjustable cap fitted to its 
upper end and a tubular non-rotting or non 
rusting base secured to the buried end, a‘two 
legged V-shaped brace circumferentially en 
gaging said post beneath the cap and extend 
ing therefrom at an inclination in the direc 
tion of and to straddle the fence With tubu 
lar non-rotting or non-rusting base-pieces se 
cured to the buried ends thereof, links car 
ried by said post extending laterally there 
from in a line with the felice, and a rod 
loosely fitted into said links to engage the 
fence-wires, as shown and set forth. 

2. In combination with a wire fence, a 
braced fence-post comprising a tubular metal 
post having an adjustable cap fitted toits up 
per end and a tubular non-rotting or non 
rusting base-piece secured to the buried end, 
a two-legged V-shaped brace circumferen 
tially engaging said post beneath the cap and 
extending therefrom at an inclination in the 
direction of and to straddle the fence with 
tubular non-rotting or non-rusting base 

pieces secured to the buried ends thereof, 
links carried by said post extending laterally 
therefrom in a line with the fence, a rod 
loosely fitted into said links to engage the 
fence-Wires, and laterally-extended gatesus~ 
pending members carried by said post, as 
shown and set forth. 

3. In combination with a wire fence, a 
braced post comprising a tubular metal post 
body having an adjustable cap fitted to its 
upper end and a tubular non-rotting or non 
rusting base-piece secured to the buried end, 
a plurality of two-legged V-shaped braces cir 
cumferentially engaging said post beneath 
the cap and extending therefrom at an in 
clination in the direction of and to straddle 
>the fences leading thereto and having non 
rotting or non-rusting base-pieces secured 
upon their' buried ends, links carried by said 
post extending laterally therefrom in line 
with the fences, and rods loosely fitted into 
said links to engage the fence-Wires, as shown 
and set forth. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto 
signed my name in the presence of two sub 
scribing witnesses. 

WILLIAM M. SMITH. 
XVitnesses: 

RICHARD S. HARRISON, 
JAS. J. MCAFEE. 
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