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T0 (tZZ whom, ‘it may concern. 
Be it known that I, MOSES L. HAWKS, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at New 
York, in the county of New York and State of 
New York, have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Can-Openers, of which the 
following is a speci?cation. " 
The principal object of my invention is to ‘ 

provide simple and inexpensive means where 
by the knife is secured to the handle or frame 
without the use of screws or rivets or other 
parts for the purpose,'thus reducing the cost 
of manufacture as compared with_other can—‘ 
opening devices. 
My invention is illustrated by the accom 

panying drawings, in which-— 
Figure 1 is a vertical front view of the can 

opener in perspective. Fig. 2 is a rear view 
of the same in perspective. Fig. 3 is a View 
of the device in combination with a sharpener 
patented to me April 17, 1900. Fig. 4 is a face 
view of the can-opening knife. Fig. 5 is an 
edge view of the same, enlarged, with ends 
bent at right angles to its length before so 
curing to the frame. 
The handle or frame A is provided with a 

' centering-spur at one end and also a longitu 
’ dinal slot ct, extending to a point near the end, 
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and a short transverse slot 0.’ for the purpose 
hereinafter described. 
The knife 13, which may be blanked out 

from sheet metal suitable for the purpose, is 
substantially of the form shown at Fig. 4 of 
the drawings, one end of which is pointed 
and sharpened to a cutting edge. It is then 
bent as shown at Fig. 5 of the _ drawings. 
Preferably the knife is slightly curved in at 
the center, so that it will bear against the 
frame, and thus retain its position as adjusted 
by means of the spring tension, the notches 
at the sides of the knife engaging the inner 
edges of the frame. The knife is then secured 

to the frame by ?rst passing the cutting-point 
edgewise through the slot 0. from the front 
side of the frame, then turning around until 
the blunt or rounded end of the knife-piece 
will pass through the transverse slot at’. It is 
then bent down flat upon the opposite or rear 
side of the frame, overlapping the inner edges 
of the frame, as shown at Fig. 2 of the draw 
ings.‘ The knife may then be adjusted by 
sliding along the slot at to any desired posi 
tion without becoming detached from the 
frame. 
In use the spur at the end of the frame is 

inserted through the center of the can in the 
usual manner, the knife is adjusted to regu~ 
late the size of the opening wanted, the cut 
ting-point is then forced down through the 
tin, and the can opened by rotating the knife 
around the center, cutting out the tin in a 
circular form, all of which will be readily com— 
prehended “and easily and. quickly aocomé 
plished. ‘ 

Having, described my invention, what I 
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is- -_ 7 ‘ ' p 

A can-opener of the character described, 
comprising-a handle or frame provided with 
a centering-spur at one end, a longitudinal 
slot, and short transverse slots near the end, 
with an elongated sliding plate having its end 
bent downward, one end of which is pointed 
and sharpened forming the knife, the other 
end being bent backward upon the under side 
of the frame thus securing the plate and knife 
to the frame—as shown and described. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this speci?cation in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

MOSES L. HAWKS. 
W'itnesses; , . 

HERMAN Fox, 
.NIRA. J. HAWKS. 
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