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UV CURABLE LUBRICANT COMPOSITIONS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

This application is a continuation-in-part of International 
Application Ser. No. PCT/US00/42603, ?led Dec. 6, 2000, 
noW abandoned, Which, in turn, claims the bene?t of US. 
provisional patent application Ser. No. 60/ 169,248, ?led 
Dec. 6, 1999, noW abandoned. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates to ultraviolet light (uv) 
curable compositions capable of producing coating With 
enhanced lubricative properties. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Lubricating coatings are thin ?lm coatings that increase 
the lifetime of a substrate by reducing damage caused by 
Wear. Such solid coatings are required in applications Where 
components are subjected to harsh environmental conditions 
such as high temperatures and intense radiation. Lubricating 
coatings ?nd utility in precision applications Which include 
but are not limited to machine tools (eg drill bits, end mills, 
etc.), close tolerance gimbals, bearings, shafts, and gears. 
Additionally, lubricating coatings are applied to Wood sur 
faces Which are subjected to friction. The use of lubricating 
coatings reduce the amount of friction betWeen moving parts 
resulting in decreased heat production, stress, surface defor 
mation and fatigue forces. 
Many methods exist for depositing solid coatings onto a 

substrate. For example, coatings have been rubbed, bonded, 
thermally sprayed, and laser deposited onto substrates. Addi 
tionally, sputter deposition has been commonly used to coat 
substrates. 
By utiliZing any of these methods, ?lm quality is limited 

and environmental concerns exist. For example, sputter 
deposition leads to contamination by background gases. 
Contamination can compromise ?lm integrity and limit 
control of the ?lm properties. Additionally, these methods 
typically require the use of organic solvents that contain a 
signi?cant amount of volatile organic compounds (VOCs). 
These VOCs escape into the atmosphere While the compo 
sition dries. Such solvent based systems are undesirable 
because of the haZards and expenses associated With VOCs. 
The haZards include Water and air pollution and the expenses 
include the cost of complying With strict government regu 
lation on solvent emission levels. 

In contrast, UV curable compositions contain reactive 
monomers instead of solvents; thus eliminating the detri 
mental elfects of VOCs. UV compositions are cured through 
rapid photo-induced polymeriZations Without the use of 
solvents Which emit VOCs. Since the UV curing process is 
essentially solvent free, the necessity for time consuming 
and expensive pollution abatement procedures is greatly 
reduced. 

Additionally, UV curable lubricating coatings offer sev 
eral other bene?ts. First, faster cure times offer substantial 
economic bene?ts. Furthermore, heat sensitive materials can 
be safely coated and cured With UV light Without thermal 
degradation of heat sensitive substrates. Finally, UV light is 
a relatively loW cost source of energy due to its Widespread 
availability. 

Although UV curable lubricant coatings are superior to 
thermally cured coatings, there are still disadvantages inher 
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2 
ent in UV curable coatings. Since UV curable coatings 
require compositions Which have high molecular Weight and 
viscosity, it is dif?cult to apply the composition through 
spraying and brushing. Additionally, many UV curable 
lubricant coatings require compositions that are prone to 
dispersion and instability. By using these compositions, the 
curing results in an uneven and blemished coating. 

Accordingly, there exists a need to provide environmen 
tally safe UV curable lubricant coatings With enhance physi 
cal properties for use on substrates subjected to harsh 
environmental conditions. Additionally, there is a need to 
provide a method of applying the coatings Which furthers the 
goal of improved performance. 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

The present invention discloses an ultraviolet light cur 
able lubricating composition and method for making such a 
composition that may be used to produce a lubricating layer. 
The disclosed composition does not contain any signi?cant 
amount of volatile organic solvents that do not become 
incorporated in the lubricating layer after curing. Speci? 
cally, the lubricating composition contains 5% or less vola 
tile organic solvents by Weight. 

In accordance With one aspect of the invention, an ultra 
violet light curable lubricating composition is provided. The 
lubricating composition comprises a te?on composition, a 
photocurable organic mixture, and a photoinitiator. The 
te?on composition is preferably present in an amount of 
about 15% to 40% of the total Weight of the lubricating 
composition. All percentages of the lubricating composition 
as expressed in this document refer to the Weight percentage 
of the stated component to the total Weight of the lubricating 
composition in its ?uid state at standard temperature and 
pressure. The photoinitiator is present in an amount of about 
2% to 8% of the total Weight of lubricating composition. The 
photocurable organic mixture comprises a mixture of one or 
more aliphatic acrylated oligomers, Wherein the aliphatic 
acrylated oligomer mixture is present in an amount of about 
10% to 45% of the total Weight of lubricating composition. 
The photocurable organic mixture of lubricating composi 
tion preferably further comprises an acrylated epoxy oligo 
mer in an amount of about 2% to 8% of the Weight of the 
lubricating composition, an isobomyl acrylate monomer in 
an amount of about 15% to 60% of Weight of the lubricating 
composition. The lubricating composition optionally further 
comprises a ?oWing promoting agent in an amount of 0.1% 
to 8% of the total Weight of the lubricating composition. 

In accordance With yet another aspect of the invention, a 
method is provided for depositing a lubricating coating on a 
substrate. The method comprises a ?rst step of applying to 
the substrate a lubricating ?uid-phase composition (“lubri 
cating composition”). The lubricating composition com 
prises the composition described above. 
The method also includes a second step of illuminating 

the lubricating composition on the substrate With an ultra 
violet light to cause the lubricating composition to cure into 
the lubricating coating. 

In accordance With this method, the lubricating compo 
sition can be selectively deposited on the substrate at spe 
ci?c locations Where lubricating plating is desired. It need 
not be applied to the entire substrate. 
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BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE 
INVENTION 

Lubricating Compositions 
Reference Will noW be made in detail to presently pre 

ferred compositions or embodiments and methods of the 
invention, Which constitute the best modes of practicing the 
invention presently knoWn to the inventor. 

The term “alkyl” means a straight or branched hydrocar 
bon radical having from 1 to 12 carbon atoms and includes, 
for example, methyl, ethyl, n-propyl, isopropyl, n-butyl, 
sec-butyl, isobutyl, tert-butyl, n-pentyl, n-hexyl, n-heptyl, 
n-octyl, n-nonyl, n-decyl, undecyl, dodecyl, and the like. 

The term “cycloalkyl” means a saturated hydrocarbon 
ring Which contains from 3 to 20 carbon atoms, for example, 
cyclopropyl, cyclobutyl, cyclopentyl, cyclohexyl, adaman 
tyl, isobomyl, and the like. Cycloalkyl also includes multi 
cycyclic groups such as bicyclic and tricyclic alkyl groups. 

The term “cycloalkenyl” means hydrocarbon ring having 
at least one unsaturation Which contains from 5 to 20 carbon 
atoms. Cycloalkenyl also includes multicycyclic groups 
such as bicyclic and tricyclic groups having at least one 
unsaturation. 

The terms “alkoxy” and “thioalkoxy” are O-alkyl or 
S-alkyl as de?ned above for alkyl. 
The term “aryl” means an aromatic radical. Example of 

aryl include a phenyl group, a naphthyl group, a phenyl 
group substituted by 1 to 4 substituents selected from alkyl 
as de?ned above, alkoxy as de?ned above, thioalkoxy as 
de?ned above, hydroxy, halogen, tri?uoromethyl, amino, 
alkylamino as de?ned above for alkyl, dialkylamino as 
de?ned for alkyl, N-acetylamino, cyano iSO2NH2, or 
nitro, or a naphthyl group substituted by 1 to 4 substituents 
as de?ned above for a phenyl group substituted by 1 to 4 
substituents. 
The term “acrylated aliphatic oligomer” means acrylic 

acrylates, amine modi?ed polyether acrylates, chlorinated 
polyester acrylates, melamine acrylates, polybutadiene acry 
lates, polyester acrylates, polyether acrylates, and urethane 
acrylates. Epoxy acrylates, silicon acrylates, and ?uorinate 
acrylates are not included in the de?nition of acrylated 
aliphatic oligomer. 

In accordance With one aspect of the invention, a pres 
ently preferred ultraviolet light curable lubricating compo 
sition (“lubricating composition”) is provided. In this pre 
ferred embodiment, the lubricating composition comprises a 
te?on composition, a photocurable organic mixture, and a 
photoinitiator. The photocurable organic mixture comprises 
a mixture of at least one aliphatic acrylated oligomer. The 
selection of the ingredients for the lubricating composition 
and the relative percentages of such ingredients is partially 
dictated by the requirement that the composition be applied 
to a substrate by such processes as screen printing, dipping, 
spray, brushing, and ?exographic techniques. Accordingly, 
such physical characteristics as viscosity and density are 
important in de?ning the lubricating composition of the 
present invention. The lubricating composition of the 
present invention preferably has a viscosity from about 
4,000 cps to about 140,000 cps. More preferably, the vis 
cosity is about 40,000 cps to about 120,00 cps, and most 
preferably about 70,000 cps to 90,000 cps. The lubricating 
composition is further characteriZed by density. Preferably, 
the density is 6 lb./gallon to 16 lbs./gallon; and more 
preferably the density is 9 lb./gallon to 13 lb/gallon. 

The te?on composition of the lubricating composition is 
preferably a free-?oWing PTFE poWder. The preferred PTFE 
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4 
poWder has an average particle siZe from 0.3 pm to 30 um 
and more preferably from 4 um to 12 pm. In one particular 
variation of the present invention, the PTFE poWder has an 
average particle siZe of 4 pm With a particle distribution such 
that approximately 10% of the particles are less than 0.3 pm 
and approximately 90% of the particles are less than 8 pm. 
In another particular variation of the present invention, the 
PTFE poWder has an average particle siZe of 12 pm with a 
particle distribution such that approximately 10% of the 
particles are less than 3 pm and approximately 90% of the 
particles are less than 25 um. In still another particular 
variation of the present invention, the PTFE poWder has an 
average particle siZe of 12 pm with a particle distribution 
such that approximately 10% of the particles are less than 3 
pm and approximately 90% of the particles are less than 30 
pm. The PTFE poWder may also be characterized by average 
bulk density. Preferably, the average bulk density of the 
PTFE poWder is from about 200 g/L to about 600 g/L and 
more preferably from about 300 g/L to about 500 g/L. 
Suitable PTFE poWders include Zonyl MP 1000 Fluoroad 
ditive, Zonyl MP 1100 Fluoroadditive, and Zonyl MP 1300 
Fluoroadditive, commercially available from Du Pont Com 
pany, Wilmington, Del. The te?on composition is preferably 
present in an amount of about 15% to 40% of the Weight of 
the lubricating composition. If the lubricating composition is 
applied by screen printing, the te?on composition is more 
preferably present in an amount of about 25% to 35% of the 
Weight of the lubricating composition, and most preferably 
about 31% of the Weight of the lubricating composition. If 
the lubricating composition is applied by spraying, the te?on 
composition is more preferably present in an amount of 
about 15% to 25%, and most preferably about 21% of the 
Weight of the lubricating composition. 
The photocurable organic mixture of the lubricating com 

position preferably includes at least one aliphatic acrylated 
oligomer. The at least one aliphatic acrylated oligomer is 
preferably present in an amount of about 10% to 45% of the 
Weight of the lubricating composition. If the lubricating 
composition is applied by screen printing, the aliphatic 
acrylated oligomer mixture is more preferably present in an 
amount of about 25% to 40% of the Weight of the lubricating 
composition, and most preferably about 34% of the Weight 
of the lubricating composition. If the lubricating composi 
tion is applied by spray techniques, the aliphatic acrylated 
oligomer mixture is more preferably present in an amount of 
about 11% to 21% of the Weight of the lubricating compo 
sition, and most preferably about 16% of the Weight of the 
lubricating composition. The aliphatic acrylated oligomer 
mixture preferably does not have ?uorine or silicon. More 
over, the aliphatic acrylated oligomer preferably comprises 
one or more urethane oligomers. Suitable aliphatic acrylated 
oligomers include Radcure Ebecryl 244 (aliphatic urethane 
diacrylate diluted 10% With 1,6-hexanediol diacrylate), Ebe 
cryl 264 (aliphatic urethane triacrylate diluted 15% With 
1,6-hexanediol diacrylate) and Ebecryl 284 (aliphatic ure 
thane diacrylate diluted 12% by Weight With 1,6-hexanediol 
diacrylate) urethanes, commercially available from Radcure 
UCB Corp. of Smyrna, Ga.; Sar‘tomer CN-961E75 (aliphatic 
urethane diacrylate blended With 25% ethoxylated trimethy 
lol propane triacylate), CN-961H81 (aliphatic urethane dia 
crylate blended With 19% 2(2-ethoxyethoxy)ethyl acrylate), 
CN-963A80 (aliphatic urethane diacrylate blended With 
20% tripropylene glycol diacrylate), CN-964 (aliphatic ure 
thane diacrylate), CN-966A80 (aliphatic urethane diacrylate 
blended With 20% tripropylene glycol diacrylate), 
CN-982A75 (aliphatic urethane diacrylate blended With 
25% tripropylene glycol diacrylate) and CN-983 (aliphatic 
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urethane diacrylate), commercially available from Sartomer 
Corp. of Exton, Pa.; TAB FAIRAD 8010, 8179, 8205, 8210, 
8216, 8264, M-E-15, UVU-316, commercially available 
from TAB Chemicals of Chicago, Ill.; and Echo Resin 
ALU-303, commercially available from Echo Resins of 
Versaille, Mo.; and Genomer 4652, commercially available 
from Rahn Radiation Curing of Aurora, 111. The preferred 
aliphatic acrylated oligomers include Ebecryl 264 and Ebe 
cryl 284. Ebecryl 264 is an aliphatic urethane triacrylate 
supplied as an 85% solution in hexandiol diacrylate. Ebecryl 
284 is aliphatic urethane diacrylate of 1200 molecular 
Weight diluted 10% With 1,6-hexanediol diacrylate. Combi 
nations of these materials may also be employed herein. 

The photocurable organic mixture of the lubricating com 
position preferably includes an acrylated epoxy oligomer. 
The acrylated epoxy oligomer is present in an amount of 
about 2% to 8% of the Weight of the lubricating composi 
tion. If the lubricating composition is applied by screen 
printing, the acrylated epoxy oligomer is more preferably 
present in an amount of about 3% to 6% of the Weight of the 
lubricating composition, and most preferably about 5% of 
the Weight of the lubricating composition. If the lubricating 
composition is applied by spraying, the acrylated epoxy 
oligomer is more preferably present in an amount of about 
3% to 6% of the Weight of the lubricating composition, and 
most preferably about 4% of the Weight of the lubricating 
composition. Suitable acrylated epoxy oligomers include 
Radcure Ebecryl 3603 (novolac epoxy acrylate diluted 20% 
With tripropylene glycol diacrylate), commercially available 
from Radcure UCB Corp.; Sartomer CN-120 (difunctional 
bisphenol based epoxy acrylate) and CN-124 (difunctional 
bisphenol based epoxy acrylate), commercially available 
from Sartomer Corp.; and Echo Resin TME 9310 and 9345, 
commercially available from Echo Resins. The preferred 
acrylated epoxy oligomer is Ebecryl 3603, Which tri-func 
tional acrylated epoxy novolac. Combinations of these mate 
rials may also be employed herein. 

The photocurable mixture of the lubricating composition 
preferably includes an ethylenically unsaturated monomer 
having Formula I: 

H Rl 

Wherein R 1 is hydrogen or substituted or unsubstituted alkyl; 
and R2 is substituted or unsubstituted alkyl having more than 
4 carbon atoms, cycloalkyl, cycloalkenyl, or substituted or 
unsubstituted aryl. Preferably R1 is hydrogen or methyl; and 
R2 is isoborynl, phenyl, benZyl, dicylcopentenyl, diclypen 
tenyl oxyethyl, cyclohexyl, and naphthyl. The most pre 
ferred ethyleneically unsaturated monomers are isobornyl 
acrylate monomers. The isobornyl acrylate monomers is 
preferably present in an amount of about 15% to 60% of the 
Weight of the lubricating composition. If the lubricating 
composition is applied by screen printing, the isobornyl 
acrylate monomer is more preferably present in an amount 
of about 15% to 30% of the Weight of the lubricating 
composition, and most preferably about 23% of the Weight 
of the lubricating composition. If the lubricating composi 
tion is applied by spraying, the isobornyl acrylate monomer 
is more preferably present in an amount of about 40% to 
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6 
60% of the Weight of the lubricating composition, and most 
preferably about 50% of the Weight of the lubricating 
composition. Suitable isobornyl acrylate monomers include 
Sartomer SR-423 (isobornyl methacrylate): 

CH3 CH3 

CH3 

‘F 
1:0 

H3C—? 
CH2 

and SR-506 (isobornyl acrylate): 

CH3 CH3 

CH3 0 

available from Sartomer Corp.; Radcure IBOA (isobornyl 
acrylate), commercially available from Radcure Corp.; 
IBOA and IBOMA, commercially available from CPS 
Chemical; and Genomer 1121, commercially available from 
Rahn Radiation Curing. The preferred isobornyl acrylate 
monomers is Radcure IBOA, commercially available from 
Radcure Corp. Combinations of these materials may also be 
employed herein. 

This preferred lubricating composition also includes a 
photoinitiator. The photoinitiator is preferably present in an 
amount of about 2% to 8% of the Weight of the lubricating 
composition. If the lubricating composition is applied by 
screen printing, the photoinitiator is more preferably present 
in an amount of about 3% to 7% of the Weight of the 
lubricating composition, and most preferably about 5% of 
the Weight of the lubricating composition. If the lubricating 
composition is applied by ?exographic techniques, the pho 
toinitiator is more preferably present in an amount of about 
3% to 7% of the Weight of the lubricating composition, and 
most preferably about 5% of the Weight of the lubricating 
composition. Suitable photoinitiators include lrgacure 184 
(1 -hydroxycyclohexyl phenyl ketone); lrgacure 907 (2-me 
thyl-1-[4-(methylthio)phenyl]-2-morpholino propan-1 -one); 
lrgacure 369 (2-benZyl-2-N , N-dimethylamino-l-(4-mor 
pholinophenyl)-1-butanone); lrgacure 500 (the combination 
of 50% 1-hydroxy cyclohexyl phenyl ketone and 50% 
benZophenone); lrgacure 651 (2,2-dimethoxy-2-phenyl 
acetophenone); lrgacure 1700 (the combination of bis(2,6 
dimethoxybenZoyl-2,4-,4-trimethyl pentyl phosphine oxide 
and 75% 2-hydroxy-2-methyl-1 -phenyl-propan-1 -one); 
DAROCUR 1 173 (2 -hydroxy-2-methyl-1 -phenyl-1-pro 
panone) and DAROCUR 4265 (the combination of 50% 
2,4,6-trimethylbenZoyldiphenyl-phosphine oxide and 50% 
2-hydroxy 2-methyl- 1 -phenyl-propan-1-one), available 
commercially from Ciba-Geigy Corp., TarrytoWn, N.Y.; 
CYRACURE UVl-6974 (mixed triaryl sulfonium hexa?uo 
roantimonate salts) and CYRACURE UVl-6990 (mixed 
triaryl sulfonium hexa?uorophosphate salts) available com 
mercially from Union Carbide Chemicals and Plastics Co. 
Inc., Danbury, Conn.; and Genocure CQ, Genocure BOK, 
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and Genocure M.F., commercially available from Rahn 
Radiation Curing. The preferred photoinitiator is Irgacure 
1700 commercially available from Ciba-Geigy of Tarry 
toWn, N.Y. Combinations of these materials may also be 
employed herein. 

The lubricating composition of the present invention 
optionally includes a How promoting agent in an amount of 
about 0.0% to 8% of the Weight of the lubricating compo 
sition. Preferably, the How promoting agent is present in an 
amount of about 0.1% to 8% of the Weight of the lubricating 
composition. If the lubricating composition is applied by 
screen printing, the How promoting is more preferably 
present in an amount of about 1% to 7% of the Weight of the 
lubricating composition, and most preferably about 3% of 
the Weight of the lubricating composition. If the lubricating 
composition is applied by spraying, the How promoting 
agent is more preferably present in an amount of about 3% 
to 7% of the Weight of the lubricating composition, and most 
preferably about 4% of the Weight of the lubricating com 
position. Suitable ?oW promoting agents include Genorad 
17, commercially available from Rahn Radiation Curing; 
and Moda?oW, commercially available from Monsanto 
Chemical Co., St. Louis, Mo. The preferred ?oW promoting 
agent is Moda?oW Which is an ethyl acrylate and 2-ethyl 
hexyl acrylate copolymer that improves the How of the 
composition. Combinations of these materials may also be 
employed herein. 

To illustrate, the folloWing example sets forth a presently 
preferred lubricating composition according to this aspect of 
the invention. 

EXAMPLE 1 

This example provides a preferred lubricating composi 
tion according to the invention that can be applied to a 
substrate by screen printing techniques. This composition 
When applied to a substrate With a 305 PE mesh produces a 
lubricating coating of about 25 microns. The lubricating 
composition Was made from the folloWing components: 

Approximate 
Component Weight % 

Ebecryl 264 16.9 
Ebecryl 284 16.9 
IBOA 22.1 
Irgacure 1700 5.0 
Ebecryl 3603 4.5 
Moda?oW 3.3 
MP 1300 31.3 

Total 100.00 

In this example the IBOA and Irgacure 1700 are mixed in 
a pan With a propeller blade mixer for 30 seconds at a speed 
of 500 to 1000 rpm. In the next step, the Ebecryl 264, the 
Ebecryl 284, the Ebecryl 3603, and Moda?oW are intro 
duced into the pan and mixed for 1 to 2 minutes at a speed 
of 2000 rpm. In the ?nal step, the MP1300 is introduced into 
the pan and mixed for 1 to 2 minutes at a speed of 5000 rpm. 
The temperature during mixing is monitored. The mixing is 
temporarily suspended if the temperature exceed 1000 F. 

EXAMPLE 2 

This example provides a preferred lubricating composi 
tion according to the invention that can be applied to a 
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8 
substrate by spraying. The lubricating composition Was 
made from the folloWing components: 

Approximate 
Component Weight % 

Ebecryl 264 8.0 
Ebecryl 284 8.0 
IBOA 50.0 
Irgacure 1700 5.0 
Ebecryl 3603 4.0 
Moda?oW 4.0 
MP 1300 21.0 

Total 100.00 

In this example the IBOA and Irgacure 1700 are mixed in 
a pan With a propeller blade mixer for 30 seconds at a speed 
of 500 to 1000 rpm. In the next step, the Ebecryl 264, the 
Ebecryl 284, the Ebecryl 3603, and Moda?oW are intro 
duced into the pan and mixed for 1 to 2 minutes at a speed 
of 2000 rpm. In the ?nal step, the MP1300 is introduced into 
the pan and mixed for 1 to 2 minutes at a speed of 5000 rpm. 
The temperature during mixing is monitored. The mixing is 
temporarily suspended if the temperature exceed 1000 F. 

EXAMPLE 3 

This example provides a preferred lubricating composi 
tion according to the invention that can be applied to a 
substrate in piston applications. The lubricating composition 
Was made from the folloWing components: 

Approximate 
Component Weight % 

Ebecryl 264 7.3 
Ebecryl 284 7.3 
IBOA 45.5 
Irgacure 1700 4.5 
Ebecryl 3603 3.6 
Moda?oW 3.6 
MP 1300 19.1 
Pthalo Blue 9.1 

Total 100.00 

In this example the IBOA and Irgacure 1700 are mixed in 
a pan With a propeller blade mixer for 30 seconds at a speed 
of 500 to 1000 rpm. In the next step, the Ebecryl 264, the 
Ebecryl 284, the Ebecryl 3603, and Moda?oW are intro 
duced into the pan and mixed for 1 to 2 minutes at a speed 
of 2000 rpm. In the next step, the MP1300 is introduced into 
the pan and mixed for 1 to 2 minutes at a speed of 2000 rpm. 
In the ?nal step, the Pthalo Blue is added and mixed for 1 
to 2 minutes at a speed of 2000 rpm. In this example, the 
Pthalo Blue is merely an additive that provides a blue color 
to the composition. The temperature during mixing is moni 
tored. The mixing is temporarily suspended if the tempera 
ture exceed 1000 F. 

Method for Depositing a Coating on a Substrate 

In accordance With still another aspect of the invention, a 
method is provided for depositing a lubricating coating on a 
suitable substrate. The method comprises a ?rst step of 
applying a lubricating ?uid-phase composition (“lubricating 
composition”) to the substrate. 
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The lubricating composition comprises the compositions 
described above. The preferred lubricating compositions 
according to this method are those described herein, for 
example, including the compositions described in examples 
143. 
The lubricating composition may be applied to the sub 

strate using a number of different techniques. Suitable 
substrates are preferably made from metal, Wood, and plas 
tic. Metal substrates such as drill bits, end mills, dies, and 
other metal tools used in metal Working operations are 
particularly preferred. The lubricating composition may be 
applied, for example, by direct brush application, or it may 
be sprayed onto the substrate surface. It also may be applied 
using a screen printing technique. In such screen printing 
technique, a “screen” as the term is used in the screen 
printing industry is used to regulate the How of liquid 
composition onto the substrate surface. The lubricating 
composition typically Would be applied to the screen as the 
latter contacts the substrate. The lubricating composition 
?oWs through the silk screen to the substrate, Whereupon it 
adheres to the substrate at the desired ?lm thickness. Screen 
printing techniques suitable for this purpose include knoWn 
techniques, but Wherein the process is adjusted in Ways 
knoWn to persons of ordinary skill in the art to accommodate 
the viscosity, ?oWability, and other properties of the liquid 
phase composition, the substrate and its surface properties, 
etc. Flexographic techniques, for example, using pinch 
rollers to contact the lubricating composition With a rolling 
substrate, also may be used. 
The method includes a second step of illuminating the 

lubricating ?uid-phase composition on the substrate With an 
ultraviolet light to cause the lubricating ?uid-phase compo 
sition to cure into the lubricating coating. This illumination 
may be carried out in any number of Ways, provided the 
ultraviolet light or radiation impinges upon the lubricating 
composition so that the lubricating composition is caused to 
polymeriZe to form the coating, layer, ?lm, etc., and thereby 
cures. 

Curing preferably takes place by free radical polymeriZa 
tion, Which is initiated by an ultraviolet radiation source. The 
photoinitiator preferably comprises a photoinitiator, as 
described above. 

Various ultraviolet light sources may be used, depending 
on the application. Preferred ultraviolet radiation sources for 
a number of applications include knoWn ultraviolet lighting 
equipment With energy intensity settings of, for example, 
125 Watts, 200 Watts, 300 Watts, 400 Watts, and 600 Watts per 
square inch. 
The present invention also provides an article formed by 

the method of the present invention in Which a substrate With 
the lubricating composition folloWed by photocuring. 

While embodiments of the invention have been illustrated 
and described, it is not intended that these embodiments 
illustrate and describe all possible forms of the invention. 
Rather, the Words used in the speci?cation are Words of 
description rather than limitation, and it is understood that 
various changes may be made Without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An ultraviolet (UV) curable lubricating composition for 

forming a coating on a substrate, the lubricating composition 
comprising: 

at least one aliphatic acrylated oligomer, Wherein the 
aliphatic acrylated oligomer is not an epoxy acrylate, a 
silicon acrylate, or a ?uorinate acrylate; 

a PTFE composition in an amount of about 15% to 40% 
of the Weight of the lubricating composition; and 

a photoinitiator; 
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10 
Wherein the PTFE composition comprises PTFE poWder 
particles With an average particle siZe from 0.3 pm to 30 um 
and the lubricating composition does not contain any sig 
ni?cant amount of volatile organic solvents that do not 
become incorporated in the coating after the composition is 
cured and Wherein the density of the lubricating composition 
is from about 6 lb/gallon to about 16 lb/gallon. 

2. The UV curable lubricating composition of claim 1, 
Wherein the at least one aliphatic acrylated oligomer is 
present in an amount of about 10% to 45% of the Weight of 
the lubricating composition. 

3. The lubricating composition of claim 2 Wherein the 
aliphatic acrylated oligomer in the mixture is selected from 
the group consisting of: 

a) aliphatic urethane diacrylate diluted 10% by Weight 
With 1,6-hexanediol diacrylate; 

b) aliphatic urethane triacrylate diluted 15% by Weight 
With 1,6-hexanediol diacrylate); 

c) aliphatic urethane diacrylate blended With 20% by 
Weight tripropylene glycol diacrylate; 

d) aliphatic urethane diacrylate blended With 25% by 
Weight ethoxylated trimethylol propane triacrylate; 

e) aliphatic urethane diacrylate blended With 19% by 
Weight 2(2-ethoxyethoxy)ethyl acrylate; 

f) aliphatic urethane diacrylate blended With 20% by 
Weight tripropylene glycol diacrylate; 

g) aliphatic urethane diacrylate blended With 20% by 
Weight tripropylene glycol diacrylate; 

h) aliphatic urethane diacrylate blended With 25% by 
Weight tripropylene glycol diacrylate; and 

i) aliphatic urethane diacrylate; 
j) and mixtures thereof. 
4. The UV curable lubricating composition of claim 2, 

Wherein the at least one aliphatic acrylated oligomer is at 
least one urethane oligomer. 

5. The UV curable lubricating composition of claim 2, 
Wherein the mixture further comprises an ethylenically 
unsaturated monomer. 

6. The UV curable lubricating composition of claim 5, 
Wherein the ethylenically unsaturated monomer is present in 
an amount in an amount of about 15% to 60% of the Weight 
of the lubricating composition. 

7. The lubricating composition of claim 5 Wherein the 
ethylenically unsaturated monomer is selected form the 
group consisting of isobornyl acrylate, isobornyl methacry 
late, and mixtures thereof. 

8. The UV curable lubricating composition of claim 5 
further comprising an acrylated epoxy oligomer. 

9. The UV curable lubricating composition of claim 8 
further a How promoting agent. 

10. The UV curable lubricating composition of claim 9 
Wherein: 

the acrylated epoxy oligomer is present in an amount of 
about 2% to 8% of the Weight of the lubricating 
composition; 

the photoinitiator is present in an amount of about 2% to 
8% of the Weight of the lubricating composition; and 

a How promoting agent in an amount of 0.1% to 8% of the 
Weight of the paint composition. 

11. The lubricating composition of claim 1 Wherein the 
photoinitiator is selected from the group consisting of: 

1-hydroxycyclohexyl phenyl ketone; 
propan- 1 -2-methyl-1 - [4-(methylthio)phenyl] -2 -mor 

pholino propan-1-one; 
the combination of 50% 1-hydroxy cyclohexyl phenyl 

ketone and 50% benZophenone; 
2,2-dimethoxy-1 ,2-diphenylethan- 1 -one; 
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the combination of 25% bis(2,6-dimethoxybenZoyl-2,4-, 
4-trimethyl pentyl phosphine oxide and 75% 2-hy 
droxy-2-methyl-1 -phenyl-propan-1 -one; 

2-hydroxy-2-methyl-1 -phenyl- 1 -propanone; 
the combination of 50% 2,4,6-trimethylbenZoyldiphenyl 

phosphine oxide and 50% 2-hydroxy 2-methyl-1-phe 
nyl-propan-1-one; and 

mixed triaryl sulfonium hexa?uoroantimonate salts, 
mixed triaryl sulfonium hexa?uorophosphate salts, and 
mixtures thereof. 

12. The lubricating composition of claim 8 Wherein the 
acrylated epoxy oligomer is selected from the group con 
sisting of: 

12 
novolac epoxy acrylate diluted 20% With tripropylene 

glycol diacrylate; 
difunctional bisphenol based epoxy acrylate; and 
mixtures thereof. 
13. The lubricating composition of claim 1 having a 

density from about 9 lb/gallon to 13 lb/ gallon. 
14. The lubricating composition of claim 1 having a 

viscosity from about 4,000 cps to about 140,000 cps. 
15. The lubricating composition of claim 1 having a 

viscosity from about 70,000 cps to 90,000 cps. 


