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SPECTACLE LENS WITH SMALL HIGHER 
ORDER ABERRATIONS 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation of international patent 
application no. PCT/EP2003/0ll859, ?led Oct. 24, 2003, 
designating the United States of America and published in 
German as WO 2004/038488 Al on May 6, 2004, the entire 
disclosure of Which is incorporated herein by reference. 
Priority is claimed based on Federal Republic of Germany 
patent application no. DE 102 50 093.2, ?led Oct. 25, 2002. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a spectacle lens With 
small higher order aberrations. 

Aspheric or atoric surfaces have been in use for quite 
some time in unifocal lenses. The aim in this case is to 
improve either the cosmetic properties or the optical prop 
er‘ties. Cosmetic properties are understood as thickness, 
Weight and bending, and optical properties are understood as 
astigmatism and the dioptric poWer. In general, the aim in 
the case of unifocal lenses With aspheric or atoric surfaces is 
to improve the cosmetic properties Without Worsening the 
optical properties. Higher order aberrations have not so far 
been taken into account. HoWever, compatibility problems 
frequently occur in the case of unifocal lenses With spherical 
or atoric surfaces. Understanding these problems Was not 
possible, because the second order aberrations (astigmatism 
and dioptric poWer) Were very effectively corrected. The 
reason for these problems resided in the higher order aber 
rations, Which Were not taken into account in the prior art 
and Which assume considerably higher values than in the 
case of unifocal lenses With spherical or toric surfaces 
(meniscus-shaped lenses). 

In progressive lenses, the higher order aberrations play a 
very substantial role, since such aberrations are induced 
there because of the progression. Nevertheless, these aber 
rations have not so far been taken into account in the prior 
art. 

It may therefore be stated that in the case of spectacle 
lenses from the prior art no account has yet been taken of 
higher order aberrations, principally spherical aberration and 
coma. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is therefore an object of the invention to provide an 
improved spectacle lens With aspheric and/ or atoric surfaces. 
A further object of the invention is to provide an improved 

progressive lens. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a spectacle 

lens in Which the aforementioned compatibility problems do 
not arise. 

These and other objects are achieved in accordance With 
a ?rst aspect of the present invention by providing a unifocal 
spectacle lens having an aspheric or atoric surface, Wherein 
the lens exhibits small higher order aberrations. 

In accordance With a further aspect of the invention, the 
objects are achieved by providing a progressive spectacle 
lens having small higher order aberrations. 

Thus, a unifocal spectacle lens With aspheric and/ or atoric 
surface, and a progressive spectacle lens are provided that 
are de?ned by having small higher order aberrations. As 
used herein, the term “higher order aberrations” is under 
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2 
stood to mean a spherical aberration and/or a coma. In the 

case of unifocal spectacle lenses, it is assumed, furthermore, 
that the higher order aberrations correspond to those of a 
unifocal spectacle lens With spherical and/or toric surfaces. 
Furthermore, both the astigmatism and the dioptric poWer as 
Well as the coma and the spherical aberration are comparable 
to those of a meniscus-shaped lens. In the case of progres 
sive spectacle lenses, the maximum value of the coma is 
located in a rectangle that is de?ned by the centering point, 
the prism reference point and the near reference point. 
Furthermore, the quotient of coma and addition is bounded. 
The coma increases only slightly, in particular at the refer 
ence points, With the increase in pupil diameter. Further 
more, as a function of the pupil diameter, the coma has a 
smaller gradient at the reference points than at the points of 
maximum coma. Both the maximum value and the mini 
mum value of the spherical aberration are located in a 
rectangle that is de?ned by the centering point, the prism 
reference point and the near reference point. Moreover, the 
spherical aberration increases only slightly, in particular at 
the reference points, With the increase in pupil diameter. 
Again, as a function of the pupil diameter, the spherical 
aberration has a smaller gradient at the reference points than 
at the points With maximum and minimum values. 
By Way of example, in the case of spherical unifocal 

lenses the bending is selected such that the second order 
aberrations, the astigmatism of inclined pencils and refrac 
tive aberrations are corrected as Well as possible. For this 
reason, unifocal lenses With spherical surfaces are designed 
as meniscus-shaped lenses. In this case, the bending is 
selected such that the astigmatism of inclined pencils and the 
refractive aberrations are as small as possible. HoWever, 
bi-lenses (radius ratio approximately 1:6) and not meniscus 
shaped lenses should be used in order to correct the aperture 
error (spherical aberration). As a rule, hoWever, no compat 
ibility problems arise With meniscus-shaped lenses. The 
reason for this is apparently that the aperture stop of the eye 
is relatively small, and that in addition the Stiles-CraWford 
e?fect superimposes a smaller sensory stop on the physical 
stop. It may be assumed for this reason that coma and 
spherical aberration do not cause any compatibility prob 
lems at the order of magnitude With Which they occur With 
meniscus-shaped lenses. 
The higher order aberrations can be calculated, for 

example, using the folloWing methods: 
1. A direction of vieW, an object point, a point on the front 

surface or a point on the rear surface of the spectacle 
lens are stipulated. The beam path is uniquely de?ned 
by one of these four stipulations together With the 
center of rotation of the eye, and the principal ray can 
be calculated by ray tracing. 

2. The position of the aperture stop is calculated by 
alloWing the entrance pupil of the eye to rotate about 
the center of rotation of the eye depending on the 
direction of vieW. The middle of the aperture stop then 
lies upon the principal ray. This results in a neW 
position of the aperture stop for each direction of vieW. 

3. The aperture beam path is calculated by calculating 
beams With different aperture angles from a given 
object point lying on the principal ray. 

4. The Wave front in the entrance pupil is then calculated 
from these beams and the optical path lengths. 

5. This Wave front is then represented by means of 
Zernike functions. 

6. The aberrations can noW be calculated from the coef 
?cient of the Zemike function. 
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Thus, astigmatism, dioptric power, coma and spherical aber 
ration, inter alia, are obtained for each direction of vieW. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention is described in further detail beloW by Way 
of example With reference to illustrative embodiments 
shoWn in the accompanying drawing ?gures Without restrict 
ing scope of the invention. All details of the draWing ?gures 
are hereby incorporated into this speci?cation. In the draW 
1ngs: 

FIG. 1 shoWs the variation in the dioptric poWer as a 
function of the distance r from the vertex; 

FIG. 2 shoWs the astigmatism as a function of the distance 
r from the vertex; 

FIG. 3 shoWs the spherical aberration as a function of the 
distance r from the vertex; 

FIG. 4 shoWs the coma as a function of the distance r from 

the vertex; 
FIG. 5 shoWs a table of the sagitta of an aspheric surface 

according to the invention, as a function of the distance r 
from the vertex; 

FIGS. 6 to 8 shoW the dioptric poWer, the astigmatism and 
the sagittas of a progressive lens according to the invention; 

FIG. 9 shoWs the spherical aberration; 
FIG. 10 shoWs the variation in the spherical aberration as 

a function of the pupil diameter; 
FIG. 11 shoWs the variation in the spherical aberration as 

a function of the pupil diameter; 
FIG. 12 shoWs the variations in the coma as a function of 

the pupil diameter; 
FIGS. 13 and 14 shoW the dioptric poWer and the astig 

matism of a progressive lens according to the prior art; 
FIGS. 15 and 16 shoW the coma and the spherical 

aberration of this prior art progressive lens; and 
FIGS. 17 to 20 shoW a further illustrative embodiment 

according to the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS 

The doWnWardly running dashed and dotted line in FIG. 
1 illustrates the course in the case of a bi-lens. The dotted 
line running above that illustrates the course in the case of 
a meniscus-shaped lens. The continuous line illustrates the 
course in the case of an aspheric lens according to the 
invention. Finally, the fourth, dashed line illustrates the 
course in the case of an aspheric lens according to the prior 
art. It is to be seen that the meniscus-shaped lens and the tWo 
aspheric lenses have very good properties, and exhibit small 
deviations from the prescribed values, at least as far as 
approximately 20 mm. By contrast, the bi-lens has very poor 
properties. 

The dashed and dotted line in FIG. 2 illustrates the course 
in the case of a bi-lens. The dotted line illustrates the course 
in the case of a meniscus-shaped lens. The continuous line 
illustrates the course in the case of an aspheric lens accord 
ing to the invention, and the dashed line illustrates the course 
in the case of an aspheric lens according to the prior art. It 
may be seen that the meniscus-shaped lens and the aspheric 
lens according to the invention have very good properties. 
The prior art exhibits slightly poorer properties. By contrast, 
the bi-lens has very poor properties. 

The dashed and dotted line in FIG. 3 illustrates the course 
for a bi-lens. The dotted line illustrates the course in the case 
of a meniscus-shaped lens, the continuous line illustrates the 
course in the case of an aspheric lens according to the 
invention, and the dashed line illustrates the course in the 
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4 
case of an aspheric lens according to the prior art. A quite 
different picture is seen in the case of higher order imaging 
properties. As expected, the bi-lens exhibits very small 
spherical aberration. By contrast, the prior art exhibits a very 
high spherical aberration. The aspheric spectacle lens 
according to the invention exhibits a small aberration of the 
order of magnitude of the meniscus-shaped lens. 
The dashed and dotted line in FIG. 4 illustrates the course 

in the case of a bi-lens. The dotted line illustrates the course 
in the case of a meniscus-shaped lens. The continuous line 
illustrates the course in an aspheric lens according to the 
invention, and the dashed line illustrates the course in the 
case of an aspheric lens according to the prior art. As may 
be seen, the bi-lens exhibits a very small aberration here, as 
Well. By contrast, the prior art exhibits a very high aberra 
tion. The aspheric spectacle lens according to the invention 
exhibits a small aberration of the order of magnitude of the 
meniscus-shaped lens. 
The spectacle lens has the values sph —l .0 add 2.0 

n:l.596 in the case of FIGS. 6 to 8. The sagitta is illustrated 
in Cartesian coordinates for each direction of vieW in FIG. 
8. In the case of a spectacle lens according to the invention, 
the maximum value is located in a rectangle that is bounded 
vertically by the centering point (top) and the near reference 
point (bottom) and horizontally by the vertical straight line 
that goes through the centering point and distance reference 
point, and on the other side by the vertical straight line that 
goes through the near reference point. Since the progression 
induces coma in the case of a progressive lens, the aim Was 
to design a progressive lens in Which the maximum value is 
that Which is induced by the very increase in the dioptric 
poWer, otherWise the value should be smaller overall. The 
aim thereby is thus to permit only the coma that is required 
because of the progressive action, otherWise the aim is to 
reduce it overall. 

As may be seen from FIG. 15, precisely this is not the case 
in the prior art. There, the maximum values are outside the 
progression Zone and also very much higher than in the case 
of the invention. A maximum value of 0.16 is reached at 
approximately x:l0 and y:—l0, While the greatest value in 
the progression channel is only 0.13 and corresponds there 
to that of a lens according to the invention. Again, in the 
nasal and temporal outer regions and in the vicinity the 
values are substantially higher than in the case of the 
invention. It is therefore an aim of the invention to calculate 
progressive lenses for Which the coma is substantially 
reduced. In particular, it is advantageous When, as already 
mentioned, the maximum value of the coma is located in the 
progression Zone, more precisely in a rectangle that is 
de?ned by the centering point, the prism reference point and 
the near reference point. Since the coma is produced in the 
case of the invention by the progression (addition), it is 
advantageous that the quotient of coma and addition is 
bounded. 

Addition 

1 2 3 

Maximal coma 0.08 0.14 0.18 

The coma increases With the increase in pupil diameter. 
HoWever, it is preferred When this is bounded, in particular 
in the case of progressive lenses With a short progression. 




