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METHOD AND COMPUTER PROGRAM 
PRODUCT FOR DETERMINING AN AREA 
OF IMPORTANCE IN AN IMAGE USING 
EYE MONITORING INFORMATION 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

Reference is made to commonly assigned US. patent 
application Ser. No. 09/721,222, entitled “Method For Add 
ing Personalized Metadata to a Collection of Digital 
Images” ?led by Parulski et al. on Nov. 22, 2000; Ser. No. 
10/036,113, entitled “Method For Creating and Using Affec 
tive Information in a Digital Imaging System” ?led by 
MatrasZek et al on Dec. 26, 2001; Ser. No. 10/036,123 
entitled “Method for Using Affective Information Recorded 
With Digital Images for Producing an Album Page” ?led by 
MatrasZek et al., on Dec. 26, 2001, the disclosures of Which 
are incorporated herein by reference. Reference is also made 
to commonly assigned US. patent application Ser. No. 
10/303,978 entitled “Camera System With Eye Monitoring” 
?led by Miller et al.; Ser. No. 10/304,127 entitled “Imaging 
Method and System” ?led by Fedorovskaya et al.; Ser. No. 
10/304,037 entitled “Method And System For Creating And 
Using Affective Information In An Image Capture Device 
For Health Monitoring And Personal Security” ?led by 
Fedorovskaya et al. ?led concurrently hereWith. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to image processing meth 
ods for determining an area of importance in an image. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Many digital imaging systems are available today. These 
digital imaging systems capture a digital images directly 
using digital image capture systems or digitiZe an image 
captured using analog or photochemical image capture sys 
tems to create a digital imaging ?le. Digital image ?les can 
be manipulated using digital image processing, displayed on 
an electronic display or printed using a digital printing 
system. A typical device for capturing a digital image is a 
digital camera, such as the DX 3900 sold by Eastman Kodak 
Company, Rochester, N.Y., USA. An image may be digitiZed 
using a digital scanning system, such as the one embedded 
Within Eastman Kodak Company’s Picture Maker kiosk or 
other Well knoWn ?lm or print image scanners. 
One advantage of digital images is that users can apply 

manual digital image processing and editing tools, such as 
the crop and Zoom tools provided in the Kodak Picture CD 
softWare sold by Eastman Kodak Company, Rochester, N.Y., 
USA. to improve the appearance of digital images. These 
image editing tools alloW a user to crop the image to change 
the relative importance of objects in the image. For example, 
the user can crop the image to emphasiZe important ele 
ments, and/ or to remove unimportant or distracting elements 
of the image. Other image modi?cation tools can also be 
usefully applied to portions of images that a user considers 
to be important. HoWever, these tools typically require that 
the user manually designate What is important in each image 
that is to be edited. Many users ?nd this process time 
consuming and, accordingly, feW images are edited. 

Automatic and semi-automatic image processing and 
editing algorithms are knoWn. These can be applied to 
enhance the quality of a digital image Without requiring 
manual user input. These automatic and semi-automatic 
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2 
image processing algorithms analyZe the content of an 
image and apply various assumptions about What the user 
Would likely ?nd to be important elements of an image. For 
example, large oval shaped objects having color that 
approximates knoWn ?esh tones can be assumed to be 
important to the photographer. The degree of presumed 
importance can be increased Where, for example, the large 
oval face shaped objects are positioned near the center of an 
image or other parts of the image that Well knoW artistic 
practices deem compositionally important. Additionally, fre 
quency analysis of the digital data that forms digital images 
can be used to identify elements of an image that are 
considered to be of greater importance. See for example, 
commonly assigned US. Pat. No. 6,282,317, entitled 
“Method For Automatic Determination of Main Subjects in 
Photographic Images” ?led by Luo et al. on Dec. 31, 1998, 
and US. Pat. No. 6,345,274, entitled “Method and Com 
puter Program Product for Subjective Image Content Simi 
larity-based Retrieval” ?led by Zhu et al. on Jun. 29, 1998. 
Such algorithms make assumptions about What is important 
in an image based upon analysis of the visual elements of the 
captured image. It Will be appreciated hoWever, that such 
algorithms rely at least in part upon the ability of the 
photographer to capture an image that re?ects the intent of 
the photographer. 

KnoWledge of What a photographer found to be important 
in an image can be useful for other purposes. For example, 
When searching for images, a photographer must manually 
sort through images or manually input text based descrip 
tions of images to enable an image search. What is preferred, 
of course, is for the photographer to submit an exemplar 
image from Which similar images can be identi?ed. The ’274 
patent describes image processing algorithms that alloW 
images to be searched by identifying images that are like the 
exemplar. HoWever, photographs typically contain many 
objects, shapes, textures, colors, and other visual elements 
that may or may not be important in the search for similar 
images. Therefore, algorithms that search for images based 
upon an exemplar, are required to make assumptions about 
Which elements of the image are important in order to reduce 
the possibility that images Will be identi?ed by the algo 
rithms as being similar to the exemplar based upon the 
presence of visual elements that are not important to the 
searcher. It Will be appreciated that there are many other 
useful Ways in Which information about What is important in 
an image can be used to make it easier to store, process, 
archive, and recall such an image. 

Therefore there is a need for an automatic Way to deter 
mine What visual elements in an image are important. 

Psychologists have employed equipment that detects the 
eye gaZe position of an observer of an image to understand 
the visual elements of the image that the observer ?nds 
interest in or relies upon to make decisions. For example, in 
an article entitled “Oculomotor Behavior and Perceptual 
Strategies in Complex Tasks,” published in Vision Research, 
Vol. 41, pp. 358743596, 2001 by PelZ et al., describes an eye 
gaZe tracking system that Was used to examine the eye 
?xations of people Washing their hands. Almost all ?xations 
made by an observer of such images are of visual elements 
such as soap containers, hands, sinks and other elements that 
are important to locate in order to complete the task of hand 
and face Washing. Thus, these areas correspond to the most 
important scene elements Within this class of scene. Simi 
larly articles entitled “Eye Movements and Vision” pub 
lished by Plenum Press, 1967, by Yarbus and “HoW People 
Look at Pictures: A Study of The Psychology of Perception 
in Art” published in the University of Chicago Press, 1935 
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by BusWell, note that people primarily ?xate their point of 
eye gaze on What they believe to be the important elements 
of a photograph or painting. This research indicates that the 
importance of scene elements to a user may be ascertained 
by capturing the user’s eye ?xations, and using the fre 
quency of occurrence and/or duration of ?xations on par 
ticular objects Within a scene to predict the relative impor 
tance of scene elements. 

Similarly, the data described in a paper entitled “Looking 
at Pictures: A?fective, Facial, Visceral, and Behavioral Reac 
tions”, published in Psychophysiology, Vol. 30, pp. 
2614273, by Lang et al., 1993, indicates that on average, 
vieWing time linearly correlates With the degree of the 
interest or attention an image elicits from an observer. Thus, 
such a relationship alloWs interpreting the ?xation times and 
locations as the user’s degree of interest toWard an area of 
a scene. 

Eye gaze tracking has been proposed for use in monitor 
ing consumer reactions to a scene. One example of this is the 
Blue Eyes camera developed by International Business 
Machines, Armonk, N.Y., U.S.A. Which uses video moni 
toring and eye gaze tracking to determine consumer reac 
tions to different displays and promotions in a retail envi 
ronment. Eye gaze tracking has also been proposed for use 
in helping people With disabilities to use electronic equip 
ment. One example of this is the Eyegaze System sold by LC 
Technologies, Inc., Fairfax, Va., U.S.A. Which uses video 
monitoring of a computer user’s eyes to help the user to 
utilize a computer. A version of the remote eye-tracking 
camera ASL model 504 sold by Applied Science Laborato 
ries, Boston, Mass., U.S.A. can also be used for this purpose. 

Eye gaze monitoring devices have been employed in ?lm 
cameras to help the user guide the focus of these cameras. 
For example, US. Pat. No. 5,765,045, entitled “Camera 
Capable of Detecting Eye-Gaze” ?led on Jun. 7, 1995, by 
Takagi et al. and Japanese Publication, No. JP 2001 116985, 
entitled “Camera With Subject Recognizing Function and 
Subject Recognizing Method” ?led by Mitsuru on Oct. 12, 
1999, discuss the use of the eye gaze monitoring devices in 
the vieW?nders of the cameras described therein. The cam 
eras described in these references are automatic focus cam 
eras that utilize multi-spot range ?nding techniques that 
divide a photographic scene into a plurality of spots or 
regions and determine a distance from the camera to each 
spot. The output of this eye gaze monitoring device is used 
to help the camera determine Which of these spots are most 
likely to contain the subject of the image, and to focus the 
camera to capture images at a distance that is associated With 
the spot. The camera is focused at the distance from the 
camera to the spot identi?ed as being most likely to contain 
the subject. 

Eye gaze monitoring devices have also been employed in 
?lm cameras for other purposes. See for example, US. Pat. 
No. 5,831,670 entitled “Camera Capable of Issuing Com 
position Inforrnation” ?led by Suzuki on Jun. 18, 1996. In 
the ’670 patent, the ?eld of vieW of the vieW?nder is 
partitioned and the eye gaze of the photographer during 
composition is associated With one of the partitions. The 
relative amount of time that the photographer’s eye gaze 
dWells at particular partitions during the composition is used 
to determine Whether there is a risk of bad image compo 
sition. Where such a risk is identi?ed, a Warning device such 
as a vibration or Warning light is provided to the user of the 
camera. 

The use of eye gaze monitoring has also been discussed 
in the context of image compression in digital imaging 
systems. For example, US. Pat. No. 6,252,989, entitled 
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4 
“Foveated Image Coding System and Method for Image 
BandWidth Reduction” ?led by Geissler on Dec. 23, 1997, 
discusses a technique termed “foveated imaging” in Which 
an observer’s eye gaze position is monitored in real-time and 
communicated to a real-time image capture system that 
compresses the image to maintain high frequency informa 
tion near the observer’s point of eye gaze and discards high 
frequency information in regions that are not near the 
observer’s point of gaze. 

Thus, cameras are knoWn that are adapted to monitor eye 
gaze and use information from eye gaze monitoring equip 
ment to make decisions about the photographic process. 
HoWever, the information leading to those decisions is 
discarded after the image is captured. While it is knoWn to 
record eye gaze position in the non-analogous art of physi 
ological study, such studies have typically been performed 
by monitoring the eye gaze position of the observer and 
making recordings of the eye gaze travel of the observer on 
a medium such as a videotape or data?le that is separate 
from the image being observed. This creates dif?culties in 
associating the data With the images and in preserving the 
association of the image With such data over the useful life 
of the image. 

While in many circumstances eye gaze direction moni 
toring may provide an indication of Which elements in 
images are important to a user, in other circumstances, eye 
gaze direction information can also provide misleading 
information regarding What is important in an image. For 
example a user can ?xate on an object during composition 
in order to ensure that the image is composed to reduce the 
appearance of the object in the image. Further, the above 
described cameras monitor eye gaze direction relative to a 
reticle in the camera vieW?nder. Thus eye gaze direction 
information obtained by this type of monitoring is not 
measured relative to actual archival image that is captured. 
This can lead to erroneous conclusions Where the ?eld of 
vieW of the camera is shifted during such monitoring. 

Thus, What is needed is a camera system that automati 
cally obtains eye information including eye gaze direction 
information and other information that can be used to 
determine an area of importance in a captured image and 
associates the eye information and other information With 
the captured image. What is also needed is a method for 
determining an area of importance in the captured image 
based upon eye information and other information associ 
ated With the captured image. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In one aspect of the invention, a method is provided for 
determining an area of importance in an archival image. In 
accordance With this method, eye information including eye 
gaze direction information captured during an image capture 
sequence for the archival image is obtained. An area of 
importance in the archival image is determined based upon 
the eye information. Area of importance data characterizing 
the area of importance is associated With the archival image. 

In another aspect of the invention, a method is provided 
for determining an area of importance in an archival image. 
In accordance With this method, eye information is obtained 
including eye gaze direction information captured during an 
archival image capture sequence and context information 
including scene composition change information captured 
during the archival image capture sequence are obtained. A 
path of eye gaze direction is determined relative to the 
archival image based upon the captured eye gaze direction 
information and scene composition change information. An 
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area of importance in the archival image is determined based 
upon the path of eye gaze direction relative to archival image 
using the eye gaze direction path. Area of importance data 
characterizing the area of importance is associated With the 
archival image. 

In still another aspect of the invention, a computer pro 
gram product for determining an area of importance in an 
archival image is provided. The computer program product 
comprises a computer readable storage medium having a 
computer program stored thereon. In accordance With the 
computer program stored thereon, eye information including 
eye gaze direction information captured during an image 
capture sequence for the archival image is obtained. An area 
of importance in the archival image is determined based 
upon the eye information. Area of importance data charac 
terizing the area of importance is associated With the archi 
val image. 

In a further aspect of the invention, a computer program 
product for determining an area of interest in an archival 
image is provided. The computer program product com 
prises computer readable storage medium having a computer 
program stored thereon. In accordance With the computer 
program stored thereon, eye information including eye gaze 
direction information captured during an archival image 
capture sequence and context information including scene 
composition change information captured during the archi 
val image capture sequence are obtained. A path of eye gaze 
direction is determined relative to the archival image based 
upon the eye gaze direction information and scene compo 
sition change information. An area of importance in the 
archival image is determined based upon the path of eye 
gaze direction relative to archival image using the eye gaze 
direction path. Area of importance data characterizing the 
area of importance is associated With the archival image. 

ADVANTAGES 

The present invention has the advantage that it provides a 
more accurate method to make determinations about What a 
photographer or observer ?nds to be important in an image 
and for associating that information With the image. This 
information can then be employed With digital image pro 
cessing techniques to provide improved image enhance 
ment, image search and retrieval, and other system improve 
ments that bene?t from an understanding of the elements of 
an image that are important to the user. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is an illustration of one embodiment of a camera 

system having an eye gaze monitoring system. 
FIG. 2 is an illustration of a back vieW of the camera 

system of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a How diagram of one embodiment of a method 

of the present invention. 
FIG. 4 is a How diagram of another embodiment of a 

method of the present invention. 
FIG. 5 is a back vieW of the camera system of FIG. 4. 
FIG. 6 is a schematic illustration of another embodiment 

of a view?nder With an eye monitoring system. 
FIG. 7 is an illustration of another embodiment of camera 

system. 
FIG. 8 is a back vieW of the embodiment of FIG. 7. 
FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram of the vieW ?nding system 

and eye monitoring system of the embodiment of FIG. 7. 
FIG. 10 shoWs another embodiment of a camera system. 
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6 
FIG. 11 shoWs a Wearable embodiment of a camera 

system. 
FIG. 12 shoWs an embodiment of a method for determin 

ing an area of importance in an image using eye information. 
FIG. 13 shoWs an example of an archival image With an 

eye gaze direction path With various areas of the archival 
image designated. 

FIG. 14 shoWs an embodiment of a method for determin 
ing an area of importance in an archival image using eye 
information and context information. 

FIG. 15 shoWs an example of an archival image With an 
eye gaze direction path shoWing ?xations and clusters 
designated therein. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

FIG. 1 shoWs a block diagram of an embodiment of a 
camera system 20 for capturing digital still images. As is 
shoWn in FIG. 1, camera system 20 includes a taking lens 
unit 22, Which directs light from a subject (not shoWn) to 
form an image on an image sensor 24. 
The taking lens unit 22 can be simple, such as having a 

single focal length With manual focusing or a ?xed focus. In 
the example embodiment shoWn in FIG. 1, taking lens unit 
22 is a motorized 2x zoom lens unit in Which a mobile 
element or elements 26 are driven, relative to a stationary 
element or elements 28 by lens driver 30. Lens driver 30 
controls both the lens focal length and the lens focus 
position. A vieW?nder system 32 enables a user 4 to com 
pose the image as Will be described in greater detail beloW. 

Various methods can be used to determine the focus 
settings of the taking lens unit 22. In a preferred embodi 
ment, image sensor 24 is used to provide multi-spot auto 
focus using What is called the “through focus” or “Whole 
Way scanning” approach. The scene is divided into a grid of 
regions or spots, and the optimum focus distance is deter 
mined for each image region. The optimum focus distance 
for each region is determined by moving the camera lens 
through a range of focus distance positions, from the near 
focus distance to the in?nity position, While capturing 
images. Depending on the camera design, betWeen four and 
thirty-tWo images may need to be captured at different focus 
distances. Typically, capturing images at eight different 
distances provides suitable accuracy. 
The captured image data is then analyzed to determine the 

optimum focus distance for each image region. This analysis 
begins by band-pass ?ltering the sensor signal using one or 
more ?lters, as described in commonly assigned US. Pat. 
No. 5,874,994 “Filter Employing Arithmetic Operations for 
an Electronic Synchronized Digital Camera” ?led by Xie et 
al., on Dec. 11, 1995, the disclosure of Which is herein 
incorporated by reference. The absolute value of the band 
pass ?lter output for each image region is then peak 
detected, in order to determine a focus value for that image 
region, at that focus distance. After the focus values for each 
image region are determined for each captured focus dis 
tance position, the optimum focus distances for each image 
region can be determined by selecting the captured focus 
distance that provides the maximum focus value, or by 
estimating an intermediate distance value, betWeen the tWo 
measured captured focus distances Which provided the tWo 
largest focus values, using various interpolation techniques. 
The lens focus distance to be used to capture the ?nal 

high-resolution still image can noW be determined. In a 
preferred embodiment, the image regions corresponding to 
a target object (eg a person being photographed) are 
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determined. The focus position is then set to provide the best 
focus for these image regions. For example, an image of a 
scene can be divided into a plurality of sub-divisions. A 
focus evaluation value representative of the high frequency 
component contained in each subdivision of the image can 
be determined and the focus evaluation values can be used 
to determine object distances as described in commonly 
assigned US. Pat. No. 5,877,809 entitled “Method Of 
Automatic Object Detection In An Image”, ?led by Omata 
et al. on Oct. 15, 1996, the disclosure of Which is herein 
incorporated by reference. If the target object is moving, 
object tracking may be performed, as described in com 
monly assigned US. Pat. No. 6,067,114 entitled “Detecting 
Compositional Change in Image” ?led by Omata et al. on 
Oct. 26, 1996, the disclosure of Which is herein incorporated 
by reference. In an alternative embodiment, the focus values 
determined by “Whole Way scanning” are used to set a rough 
focus position, Which is re?ned using a ?ne focus mode, as 
described in commonly assigned US. Pat. No. 5,715,483, 
entitled “Automatic Focusing Apparatus and Method”, ?led 
by Omata et al. on Oct. 11, 1998, the disclosure of Which is 
herein incorporated by reference. 

In one embodiment, the bandpass ?ltering and other 
calculations used to provide autofocus in camera system 20 
are performed by digital signal processor 40. In this embodi 
ment, camera system 20 uses a specially adapted image 
sensor 24, as is shoWn in commonly assigned US. Pat. No. 
5,668,597 entitled “Electronic Camera With Rapid Autofo 
cus UponAn Interline Image Sensor”, ?led by Parulski et al. 
on Dec. 30, 1994, the disclosure of Which is herein incor 
porated by reference, to automatically set the lens focus 
position. As described in the ’597 patent, only some of the 
lines of sensor photoelements (e.g. only 1A of the lines) are 
used to determine the focus. The other lines are eliminated 
during the sensor readout process. This reduces the sensor 
readout time, thus shortening the time required to focus 
taking lens unit 22. 

In an alternative embodiment, camera system 20 uses a 
separate optical or other type (eg ultrasonic) of range?nder 
48 to identify the subject of the image and to select a focus 
position for taking lens unit 22 that is appropriate for the 
distance to the subject. Range?nder 48 operates lens driver 
30, directly or by camera microprocessor 50, to move one or 
more mobile elements 26 of taking lens unit 22. Range?nder 
48 can be passive or active or a combination of the tWo. A 
Wide variety of suitable multiple sensor range?nders 48 
knoWn to those of skill in the art are suitable for use. For 
example, US. Pat. No. 5,440,369 entitled “Compact Camera 
With Automatic Focal Length Dependent Exposure Adjust 
ments” ?led by Tabata et al. on Nov. 30, 1993, the disclosure 
of Which is herein incorporated by reference, discloses such 
a range?nder 48. A feedback loop is established betWeen 
lens driver 30 and camera microprocessor 50 so that camera 
microprocessor 50 can accurately set the focus position of 
taking lens unit 22. The focus determination provided by 
range?nder 48 can be of the single-spot or multi-spot type. 
Preferably, the focus determination uses multiple spots. In 
multi-spot focus determination, the scene is divided into a 
grid of regions or spots, and the optimum focus distance is 
determined for each spot. 

Image sensor 24 has a discrete number of photosensitive 
elements arranged in a tWo-dimensional array. Each indi 
vidual photosite on image sensor 24 corresponds to one 
pixel of the captured digital image, referred to herein as an 
archival image. Image sensor 24 can be either a conventional 
charge coupled device CCD sensor or a complementary 
metal oxide semiconductor image sensor. In one example 
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8 
embodiment, image sensor 24 has an array of 1280x960 
photosensitive elements. The photosensitive elements, or 
photosites, of image sensor 24 convert photons of light from 
the scene into electron charge packets. Each photosite is 
overlaid With a color ?lter array, such as the Bayer color 
?lter array described in commonly assigned US. Pat. No. 
3,971,065, entitled “Color Imaging Array” ?led by Bayer on 
Mar. 7, 1975, the disclosure of Which is herein incorporated 
by reference. The Bayer color ?lter array has 50% green 
pixels in a checkerboard mosaic, With the remaining pixels 
alternating betWeen red and blue roWs. The photosites 
respond to the appropriately colored incident light illumi 
nation to provide an analog signal corresponding to the 
intensity of illumination incident on the photosites. 
The analog output of each pixel is ampli?ed by an analog 

ampli?er (not shoWn) and analog processed by an analog 
signal processor 34 to reduce the output ampli?er noise of 
image sensor 24. The output of the analog signal processor 
34 is converted to a captured digital image signal by an 
analog-to-digital (A/D) converter 36, such as, for example, 
a 10-bit A/D converter Which provides a 10 bit signal in the 
sequence of the Bayer color ?lter array. 
The digitiZed captured digital image signal is temporarily 

stored in a frame memory 38, and is then processed using a 
programmable digital signal processor 40 as described in 
commonly assigned US. Pat. No. 5,016,107 entitled “Elec 
tronic Still Camera UtiliZing Image Compression and Digi 
tal Storage” the disclosure of Which is herein incorporated 
by reference. The image processing includes an interpola 
tion algorithm to reconstruct a full resolution color image 
from the color ?lter array pixel values using, for example, 
the methods described in commonly assigned US. Pat. No. 
5,373,322 entitled “Apparatus and Method for Adaptively 
Interpolating a Full Color Image UtiliZing Chrominance 
Gradients” ?led by LaRoche et al. on Jun. 30, 1993, and US. 
Pat. No. 4,642,678 entitled “Signal Processing Method and 
Apparatus for Producing Interpolated Chrominance Values 
in a Sampled Color Image Signal” ?led by Cok on Feb. 3, 
1986, the disclosures of Which are herein incorporated by 
reference. White balance, Which corrects for the scene 
illuminant, is performed by multiplying the red and blue 
signals by a correction factor so that they equal green for 
neutral (i.e. White or gray) objects. Preferably, color correc 
tion uses a 3x3 matrix to correct the camera spectral 
sensitivities. HoWever, other color correction schemes can 
be used. Tone correction uses a set of look-up tables to 
provide the opto-electronic transfer characteristic de?ned in 
the International Telecommunication Union standard ITU-R 
BT.709. Image sharpening, achieved by spatial ?lters, com 
pensates for lens blur and provides a subjectively sharper 
image. Luminance and chrominance signals are formed 
from the processed red, green, and blue signals using the 
equations de?ned in ITU-R BT.709. 

Digital signal processor 40 uses the initial images to 
create archival images of the scene. Archival images are 
typically high resolution images suitable for storage, repro 
duction, and sharing. Archival images are optionally com 
pressed using the JPEG standard and stored in a data 
memory 44. The JPEG compression standard uses the Well 
knoWn discrete cosine transform to transform 8><8 blocks of 
luminance and chrominance signals into the spatial fre 
quency domain. These discrete cosine transform coefficients 
are then quantiZed and entropy coded to produce JPEG 
compressed image data. This JPEG compressed image data 
is stored using the so-called “Exif” image format de?ned in 
“Digital Still Camera Image File Format (Exif)” version 2.1, 
JEIDA-49-1998, July 1998 by the Japan Electronics Indus 
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tries Development Association Tokyo, Japan. The Exif for 
mat archival image can also be stored in a memory card 52. 
In the embodiment of FIG. 1, camera system 20 is shoWn 
having a memory card slot 54 Which holds a removable 
memory card 52 and has a memory card interface 56 for 
communicating With memory card 52. An Exif format 
archival image and any other digital data can also be 
transmitted to a host computer (not shoWn), Which is con 
nected to camera system 20 through a host computer inter 
face 46. Host computer interface 46 can be for example, an 
optical, radio frequency or other transducer that converts 
image and other data into a form that can be conveyed to a 
host computer or netWork (not shoWn) by Way of an optical 
signal, radio frequency signal or other form of signal. 

Digital signal processor 40 also creates smaller siZe 
digital images based upon initial images. These smaller siZe 
images are referred to herein as evaluation images. Typi 
cally, the evaluation images are loWer resolution images 
adapted for display on vieW?nder display 33 or exterior 
display 42. View?nder display 33 and exterior display 42 
can comprise, for example, a color liquid crystal display 
(LCD), organic light emitting display, or other type of video 
display. During an image capture sequence, digital signal 
processor 40 can use the initial images to generate evalua 
tion images, archival images or both. As used herein, the 
term “image capture sequence” comprises at least an image 
composition phase and can optionally also include an image 
capture phase and a veri?cation phase. During the compo 
sition phase a stream of initial images is captured and digital 
signal processor 40 generates a stream of evaluation images 
based upon the initial images. The evaluation image can be 
created and displayed immediately after the archival image 
is captured, and can be created as described using for 
example resampling techniques described in commonly 
assigned U.S. Pat. No. 5,164,831 “Electronic Still Camera 
Providing Multi-Format Storage Of Full And Reduced 
Resolution Images” by Kuchta et al., on Mar. 15, 1990, the 
disclosure of Which is herein incorporated by reference. 
Evaluation images can be stored in data memory 44. The 
stream of evaluation images is presented on vieW?nder 
display 33 or exterior display 42. User 4 observes the stream 
of evaluation images and uses the evaluation images to 
compose the image. 

During the capture phase, camera microprocessor 50 
sends a capture signal causing digital signal processor 40 to 
select an initial image and to process the initial image to 
form an archival image. A corresponding evaluation image 
is also formed. During the veri?cation phase the correspond 
ing evaluation image is supplied to vieW?nder display 33 or 
exterior display 42 and is presented for a period of time. This 
permits user 4 to verify that the appearance of the captured 
archival image is acceptable. 

In one alternative embodiment the images that are cap 
tured by image sensor 24 are captured in the form of an 
archival image Which is then modi?ed for use as an evalu 
ation image. In another alternative embodiment, camera 
system 20 has more than one system for capturing images. 
For example, in FIG. 1 an optional additional image capture 
system 78 is shoWn. This additional image capture system 
can be used for capturing archival images. The additional 
image capture system 78 can comprise an image capture 
system that records images using a high resolution digital 
imager or a photographic element such as a ?lm or plate. 
Where an additional image capture system 78 is used, the 
images captured by image sensor 24 can be used to form 
evaluation images. 
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10 
Camera system 20 is controlled by user controls 58, some 

of Which are shoWn in more detail in FIG. 2. User controls 
58 include a shutter release 60 Which initiates a picture 
taking operation by sending a signal to camera micropro 
cessor 50 indicating user 4’s desire to capture an image. 
Camera microprocessor 50 responds to this signal by send 
ing a capture signal to digital signal processor 40 as is 
generally described above. A “Wide” Zoom lens button 62 
and a “tele” Zoom lens button 64, are provided Which 
together control both a 2:1 optical Zoom and a 2:1 digital 
Zoom feature. The optical Zoom is provided by taking lens 
unit 22, and adjusts the magni?cation in order to change the 
?eld of vieW of the focal plane image captured by the image 
sensor 24. The digital Zoom is provided by the digital signal 
processor 40, Which crops and resamples the captured image 
stored in the frame memory 38. When user 4 ?rst turns on 
camera system 20, the Zoom lens is set to the 1:1 position, 
so that all sensor photoelements are used to provide the 
captured image, and the taking lens unit 22 is set to the Wide 
angle position. In a preferred embodiment, this Wide angle 
position is equivalent to a 40 mm lens on a 35 mm ?lm 

camera. This corresponds to the maximum Wide angle 
position. 
When the user then depresses the “tele” Zoom lens button 

64, taking lens unit 22 is adjusted by camera microprocessor 
50 via the lens driver 30 to move taking lens unit 22 toWards 
a more telephoto focal length. If user 4 continues to depress 
the “tele” Zoom lens button 64, the taking lens unit 22 Will 
move to the full optical 2:1 Zoom position. In a preferred 
embodiment, this full telephoto position is equivalent to a 40 
mm lens on a 35 mm ?lm camera. If user 4 continues to 

depress the “tele” Zoom lens button 64, the taking lens unit 
22 Will remain in the full optical 2:1 Zoom position, and 
digital signal processor 40 Will begin to provide digital 
Zoom, by cropping (and optionally resampling) a central 
area of the image. While this increases the apparent mag 
ni?cation of the camera, it causes a decrease in sharpness, 
since some of the outer photoelements of the sensor are 
discarded When producing the archival image. HoWever, this 
decrease in sharpness Would normally not be visible on the 
relatively small vieW?nder display 33 and exterior display 
42. 

For example, in camera system 20 of FIG. 1, the captured 
image is derived from a high resolution image sensor 24, 
having for example 1280x960 photosites, corresponding to 
about 1.25 megapixels. The term resolution is used herein to 
indicate the number of picture elements used to represent the 
image. Exterior display 42, hoWever, has loWer resolution 
providing, for example, 320x240 elements, Which corre 
spond to about 0.08 megapixels. Thus, there are 16 times 
more sensor elements than display elements. Accordingly, it 
is necessary to resample the initial image into an evaluation 
image having a suitably small image siZe so that it can 
properly ?t on vieW?nder display 33 or exterior display 42. 
This resampling can be done by using loW pass ?ltering, 
folloWed by subsampling, or by using bilinear interpolation 
techniques With appropriate antialiasing conditioning. Other 
techniques knoWn in the art for adapting a high resolution 
image for display on a relatively loW resolution display can 
alternatively be used. 
The resampling of the captured image to produce an 

evaluation image having feWer pixels (i.e. loWer resolution) 
than the captured image is performed by digital signal 
processor 40. As noted earlier, signal processor 40 can also 
provide digital Zooming. In the maximum 2:1 setting, signal 
























