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(57) ABSTRACT 

A stirring stick for manipulating foodstuiT in a blender 
comprises an elongate plunger having ?rst and second ends. 
The plunger has a cavity extending between the ?rst and 
second ends. At least a portion of the plunger is generally 
trough-shaped, and the cavity is open at least at the second 
end. A handle is attached to the ?rst end of the plunger. A 
user may move the stirring stick in one or more directions 
when the stirring stick is positioned in the blender. 

8 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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STIRRING STICK 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to utensils used 
With blenders, and more speci?cally to stirring utensils 
inserted into blender jars for mixing foodstuff Within the 
blender jar and/or scraping the sides of the blender jar. 

Blenders and stirring utensils used in blenders are gener 
ally known in the art. Stirrers used in blenders have a variety 
of shapes and siZes and are designed to accomplish a variety 
of tasks. For example, a stirrer may be used to help mix the 
foodstuff in a blender jar or push the foodstuff toWard the 
rotating blades to improve the blending performance of the 
foodstuff Within the blender jar. That is, if solid foodstuff is 
inserted into a mixture in the blender jar, the solid material 
placed into the blender jar may need assistance in being 
pushed into the mixture so that it is brought into contact With 
the rotating blades. Alternatively, a stirrer may be inserted 
Which is capable of scraping the sides of the blender jar, 
thereby removing excess foodstuff from the sides of the 
blender jar and directing it back into the mixture and/or 
toWard the rotating blades at the bottom of the jar. A stirrer 
may also be shaped to prevent cavitation of the blended 
foodstuff in the blender jar. Stirrers are also often used in 
combination With blender lids by inserting the stirrer 
through an opening in the blender lid. 

HoWever, it Would be advantageous to those using a 
blender to be able to safely and effectively remove foodstuff 
from the blender jar during the blending process, While still 
being able to stir, mix and scrape the foodstuff Within the 
blender jar using the same utensil. The stirrers disclosed by 
the prior art require that some other utensil, for example a 
spoon, be used to remove foodstuff from the blender jar, 
thereby requiring removal of the stirrer being used, and 
turning off the blender to insure safe removal of the food 
stuff. Additionally, the stirrers disclosed by the prior art 
similarly require removal of the stirring stick and/or lid to 
expose an opening to the blender jar before additional 
foodstuff can be added to the blender jar. Finally, it Would 
also be advantageous to have a blender utensil Which can be 
used in conjunction With the lid covering the blender jar. 
That is, many of the stirring sticks disclosed by the prior art 
are used alone (i.e., Without a blender lid), such that blending 
of the foodstuff must cease When the stirrer is in use, since 
blending Without a lid is dangerous and messy. Thus, the 
present invention provides a stirring stick Which can be used 
to remove foodstuff from the blender jar and be manipulated 
With the lid in place on the blender jar to scoop, mix and 
scrape foodstuff Within the blender jar. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Brie?y stated, according to a ?rst aspect of the present 
invention, a stirring stick for manipulating foodstuff in a 
blender includes an elongate plunger having ?rst and second 
ends. The plunger includes a cavity Which extends betWeen 
the ?rst and second ends, such that at least a portion of the 
plunger is generally trough shaped. The cavity is open at 
least at the second end of the plunger. A handle is attached 
to the ?rst end of the plunger, such that a user may move the 
stirring stick in one or more directions When the stirring stick 
is positioned in the blender. 

According to a second aspect of the present invention, a 
blender for blending foodstuff includes a base containing a 
motor. A blender jar is releasably attached to the base. The 
blender jar is open at a top end and closed at a bottom end. 
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2 
A blade set is drivingly connected to the motor and extends 
into the blender jar from the bottom end of the blender jar. 
A lid having an opening extending therethrough covers a 
substantial portion of the top end of the blender jar. A stirring 
stick extends through the opening in the lid and into the 
blender jar from the top end. The stirring stick includes an 
elongate plunger having ?rst and second ends. The plunger 
has a cavity extending betWeen the ?rst and second ends 
such that at least a portion of the plunger is generally trough 
shaped. The cavity is open at least at the second end. A 
handle is attached to the ?rst end of the plunger, such that a 
user may move the stirring stick in one or more directions 
When the stirring stick is positioned in the blender. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL 
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 

The foregoing summary, as Well as the folloWing detailed 
description of the presently preferred embodiments of the 
invention, Will be better understood When read in conjunc 
tion With the appended draWings. For the purpose of illus 
trating the invention, there are shoWn in the draWings 
embodiments Which are presently preferred. It should be 
understood, hoWever, that the present invention is not lim 
ited to the particular arrangements and instrumentalities 
shoWn. 

In the draWings: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a blender With a stirring 

stick in accordance With a ?rst preferred embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of the blender With the 
stirring stick of FIG. 1 With the stirring stick tilted in a use 
position; 

FIG. 3 is a front elevational vieW of the stirring stick of 
FIG. 1; 

FIG. 4 is a side elevational vieW of the stirring stick of 
FIG. 1; 

FIG. 5 is a perspective vieW of the stirring stick of FIG. 
1; and 

FIG. 6 is a front elevational vieW of a stirring stick used 
With the blender of FIG. 1 according to a second preferred 
embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

Certain terminology is used in the folloWing description 
for convenience only and is not limiting. The Words “right”, 
“left”, “loWer” and “upper” designate directions in the 
draWings to Which reference is made. The Words “inwardly” 
and “outWardly” refer to directions toWard and aWay from, 
respectively, the geometric center of the blender and/or 
stirring stick and designated parts thereof. The terminology 
includes the Words above speci?cally mentioned, derivatives 
thereof and Words of similar import. 

Referring to the draWings in detail, Wherein like numerals 
indicate like elements throughout, there is shoWn in FIGS. 
1*5 a ?rst preferred embodiment of a blender, generally 
designated 10, for mixing and blending foodstuff in accor 
dance With the present invention. The blender 10 includes a 
base 12 Which contains a motor (not shoWn). Motors for 
blenders are generally knoWn in the art, and a description 
thereof is omitted here for purposes of convenience only and 
should not be considered limiting. The base 12 is preferably 
made of polypropylene, although other materials, such as 
aluminum or other metals, may be used Without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the present invention. 
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A blender jar 14 is releasably attached to the base 12. The 
blender jar 14 has an open top end 16 and a bottom end 18. 
The blender jar 14 is generally cylindrical in shape and is 
preferably made of glass or a transparent polymeric material. 
Those skilled in the art Will recognize that the blender jar 14 
may take other shapes and/or be made of other materials 
(such as durable plastic) Without departing from the sprit and 
scope of the present invention. The blender jar 14 includes 
a handle 15 for gripping the blender jar 14. Apouring lip 17 
is located on a section of the periphery of the top end 16 of 
the blender jar 14. The pouring lip 17 is generally 180° 
around the top end 16 of blender jar 14 from the handle 15, 
and aids in dispensing foodstuff from the blender jar 14 
When the blender jar 14 is tilted by a user. The bottom end 
18 of the blender jar 14 threadedly engages a locking portion 
20, such that the blender jar 14 securely but removably 
attaches to the base 12. The locking portion 20 is moveable 
on the base 12 betWeen a locked position (see FIGS. 1 and 
2) and an unlocked position (not shoWn). When the locking 
portion 20 is in the unlocked position, the blender jar 14 may 
be removed from the base 12 for cleaning. In the locked 
position, the locking portion 20 (and thus the blender jar 14) 
is secured to the base 12. 
A blade set 24 is drivingly connected to the motor in the 

base 12. The blade set 24 is connected to a motor housing 26 
Which engages the motor through the locking portion 20. 
The blade set 24 extends upWardly from the motor housing 
26 and into the bottom end 18 of the blender jar 14. When 
the blade set 24 is properly positioned Within the blender jar 
14 and the blender jar 14 is attached to the locking portion 
20, the bottom end 18 of the blender jar 14 is sealed such that 
no liquid can escape from the bottom end 18. 
A lid 30 covers a substantial portion of the top end 16 of 

the blender jar 14. The lid 30 has a shape Which generally 
conforms to the shape of the open top end 16 of the blender 
jar 14, and snugly ?ts into and over the blender jar 14 to 
substantially cover the top end 16. The lid 30 includes a 
generally circular ?ange 36 Which extends doWnWardly 
from the bottom side of the lid 30. The ?ange 36 sealingly 
contacts the interior sideWalls of the blender jar 14 to help 
the lid 30 snugly ?t Within and over the top end 16. The lid 
30 is made of a ?exible polymeric material, although other 
similar materials such as rubber may be used Without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the present invention. 
The lid 30 has an opening 32 in the central portion thereof 
(see FIG. 2). The opening 32 is generally circular in shape 
and provides access to the interior of the blender jar 14 
through the lid 30. For example, foodstuff may be deposited 
into the blender jar 14 through the opening 32 even With the 
lid 30 in place over the top end 16. The portion of the lid 30 
Which boarders the opening 32 preferably tapers inWardly 
toWard a circumferential lip 34, such that the opening 32 and 
the lip 34 complimentarily receive a stirring stick 40 (dis 
cussed in greater detail beloW). 

Referring to FIGS. 1*5, the blender 10 further includes a 
stirring stick 40 Which, When in use as shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 
2, extends through the opening 32 in the lid 30 and into the 
blender jar 14 from the top end 16. 

The stirring stick 40 includes an elongate plunger 42 
having a ?rst end 44 and a second end 46. The plunger 42 
includes a cavity 48 Which extends betWeen the ?rst and 
second ends 44, 46, respectively, such that at least a portion 
of the plunger 42 is generally trough-shaped. Those skilled 
in the art Will recogniZe that the plunger 42 may take the 
shape of a parallelepiped, a cylinder or other shapes Without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the present invention. 
The cavity 48 is open at least at the second end 46. That is, 
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4 
the cavity 48 may be completely uncovered (as shoWn, for 
example, in FIG. 5), thereby being open along its entire 
length. The cavity 48 may also be partially covered over by 
a portion of the plunger 42, such that a holloW interior 
portion (not shoWn) is formed along a length of the plunger 
42. Alternatively, the cavity 48 may be substantially covered 
over (not shoWn) by a portion of the plunger 42, such that 
the cavity 48 is open only near the second end 46. In such 
a case, access to the cavity 48 is only possible at the second 
end 46. The cavity 48 is capable of receiving blended or 
partially blended foodstuff to be removed from or maneu 
vered Within the blender jar 14. 
The stirring stick 40 further includes a scoop 50 attached 

to the second end 46 of the plunger 42. The scoop 50 is 
shaped to help guide foodstuff in the blender jar 14 into the 
cavity 48. For example, as shoWn in FIG. 5, the scoop 50 has 
a generally curved face 58, such that When the stirring stick 
40 is manipulated Within the blender jar 14, the foodstuff 
Within the blender jar 14 is guided by the curved face 58 of 
the scoop 50 into the cavity 48 of the stirring stick 40. The 
user of the blender 10 can further manipulate the stirring 
stick 40 to remove the foodstuff located Within the cavity 48 
from the blender jar 14 or deposit the foodstuff in another 
portion of the blended mixture Within the blender jar 14. 
A plunger tip 52 is attached to the scoop 50. The plunger 

tip 52 is preferably formed as a sharp scraping edge, such 
that When the stirring stick 40 is manipulated near the sides 
of the blender jar 14, the plunger tip 52 may be used to 
scrape foodstuff from the side Walls of the blender jar 14. 
Additionally, the plunger tip 52 may be used to push food 
doWnWardly in the blender jar 14 toWard the blade set 24 
Without touching the sides of the blender jar 14. The plunger 
tip 52 may also be used to stir or mix the foodstuff Within the 
blender jar 14 as it is being blended. 
The stirring stick 40 further includes a handle 54 attached 

to the ?rst end 44 of the plunger 42. The handle 54 includes 
a generally cylindrical loWer portion 57 attached to the ?rst 
end 44 of the plunger 42. A top portion 55 of the handle 54 
is generally semi-spherical in shape, such that the top 
portion 55 conveniently ?ts Within and may be gripped by a 
user’s hand. Thus, a user may grip the handle 54 to manipu 
late the stirring stick 40 Within the blender jar 14. Those 
skilled in the art Will recogniZe, hoWever, that the handle 54 
may take other shapes and siZes to provide different types of 
grips for the user, such as the ribbed handle 154 shoWn in 
FIG. 6, Without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
present invention. 
A collar 56 is disposed betWeen the ?rst end 44 of the 

plunger 42 and the cylindrical portion 57 of the handle 54. 
The collar 56 has a diameter Which is substantially larger 
than the diameter of the opening 32 in the lid 30. When the 
stirring stick 40 is inserted through the opening 32, the collar 
56 prevents the stirring stick 40 from entering the blender jar 
14 to the point Where the plunger tip 52 could contact the 
blade set 24. The collar 56 is preferably generally disc 
shaped, or ?at, such that the collar 56 rests against the lip 34. 
The stirring stick 40 may be tilted by a user on the collar 56 
to maneuver the stirring stick 40 Within the opening 32. As 
shoWn in FIG. 2, using the handle 54, the stirring stick 40 
may be manipulated on the lid 30 and/or lip 34 to direct the 
plunger 42 toWard different portions of the interior of the 
blender jar 14. In an alternative embodiment, the collar 156 
may be generally frustroconical in shape, such that the 
stirring stick 140 sWivels Within the opening 32 of the lid 30 
upon manipulation of the handle 154 by the user (see FIG. 
6). 
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The blender 10 is assembled by attaching the blender jar 
14 to the locking portion 20, such that the motor housing 26 
and blade set 24 project into the blender jar 14 from the 
bottom end 18. The locking portion 20 (including the 
blender jar 14) is then attached to the base 12 and secured 
in the locked position. Foodstuff is then deposited into the 
blender jar 14 for blending. The lid 30 is then placed over the 
top end 16 of the blender jar 14 to substantially close the top 
end 16 of the blender jar 14. The stirring stick 40 is then 
inserted into the blender jar 14 through the opening 32 in the 
lid 30. The blade set 24 is then energiZed to blend the 
foodstuff Within the blender jar 14. 

During blending, the stirring stick 40 may be manipulated 
by the user Within the opening 32, using the handle 54, to 
help stir the foodstuff in the blender jar 14. Further, the 
stirring stick 40 may be maneuvered such that the plunger tip 
52 of the stirring stick 40 contacts the interior side Walls of 
the blender jar 14 to scrape additional foodstuff from the 
blender jar 14 and direct it doWnWard into the blended 
mixture. In addition to manipulating the stirring stick 40 in 
a generally circular or side to side fashion Within the blender 
jar 14, the stirring stick 40 may be moved upWard and 
doWnWard in the blender jar 14, such that the plunger 42 of 
the stirring stick 40 may be used to help direct foodstuff in 
the blender jar 14 toWard the blade set 24 for further 
blending. Additionally, the stirring stick 40 may be com 
pletely removed from the blender jar 14 (and thus the 
blended mixture of foodstu?‘) While the blade set 24 is 
energiZed. In this manner, foodstuff may be removed from 
the blender jar 14 by scooping foodstuff With the scoop 50 
into the cavity 48 and removing the stirring stick 40 from the 
blender jar 14. Similarly, additional foodstuff may be added 
to the blender jar 14 through the opening 32 during blending 
of the mixture. Accordingly, foodstuff may be added or 
removed to/from the blender jar 14 during operation of the 
blender 10 Without concern for contacting the blade set 24 
While still having a substantial portion of the top end 16 
covered. The collar 56 on the stirring stick 40 prevents the 
stirring stick 40 from entering the blender jar 14 to the point 
Where the plunger tip 52 contacts the rotating blade set 24. 

It Will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that 
changes could be made to the embodiments described above 
Without departing from the broad inventive concept thereof. 
It is understood, therefore, that this invention is not limited 
to the particular embodiments disclosed, but it is intended to 
cover modi?cations Within the spirit and scope of the present 
invention as de?ned by the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A stirring stick for manipulating foodstuff in combina 

tion With a blender, the combination comprising: 
a blender base containing a motor; 
a blender jar releasably attached to the base, the blender 

jar being open at a top end and closed at a bottom end; 
a blade set drivingly connected to the motor, the blade set 

extending into the blender jar proximate the bottom 
end; 

an elongate plunger having ?rst and second ends, the 
plunger having a single trough-shaped cavity extending 
betWeen the ?rst and second ends, the cavity having 
?rst and second side edges, the cavity being open 
betWeen the ?rst and second side edges to form a 
tapered opening extending from the ?rst end to the 
second end; 
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6 
a scoop attached to the second end of the plunger, the 

scoop having a plunger tip forming a continuous, 
substantially planar, straight scraping edge separate 
from and extending beyond the ?rst and second side 
edges; 

a handle attached to the ?rst end of the plunger, the handle 
including a generally disc-shaped collar connected to 
the ?rst end of the plunger, a constant diameter cylin 
drically shaped portion connected to the collar, and a 
top grippable portion having a semi-spherically shaped 
dome and a substantially planar base, the top portion 
being connected to the cylindrical portion at the base. 

2. The stirring stick of claim 1, Wherein the collar has an 
outer diameter Which is larger than a maximum outer 
diameter of the plunger. 

3. The stirring stick of claim 1, Wherein the collar has an 
outer diameter Which is larger than an outer diameter of the 
cylindrically shaped portion. 

4. The stirring stick of claim 1, Wherein the collar has an 
outer diameter Which is larger than a maximum outer 
diameter of the semi-spherically shaped dome. 

5. A blender for blending foodstuff comprising: 
a base containing a motor; 
a blender jar releasably attached to the base, the blender 

jar being open at a top end and closed at a bottom end; 
a blade set drivingly connected to the motor, the blade set 

extending into the blender jar proximate the bottom 
end; 

a lid covering a substantial portion of the top end of the 
blender jar, the lid having an opening extending there 
through; and 

a stirring stick capable of being installed through the 
opening in the lid and into the blender jar from the top 
end, Wherein the stirring stick comprises: 
an elongate plunger having ?rst and second ends, the 

plunger having a single trough-shaped cavity extend 
ing betWeen the ?rst and second ends, the cavity 
having ?rst and second side edges, the cavity being 
open betWeen the ?rst and second side edges to form 
a tapered opening extending from the ?rst end to the 
second end; 

a scoop attached to the second end of the plunger, the 
scoop having a plunger tip forming a continuous, 
substantially planar, straight scraping edge separate 
from and extending beyond the ?rst and second side 
edges; 

a handle attached to the ?rst end of the plunger, the handle 
including a generally frustoconically-shaped collar 
connected to the ?rst end of the plunger, and a top 
grippable portion having a plurality of external ribs, the 
top portion being connected to the collar. 

6. The blender of claim 5, Wherein the collar includes a 
substantially planar base, and the top portion is connected to 
the base. 

7. The blender of claim 5, Wherein the collar has a 
maximum outer diameter Which is larger than a maximum 
outer diameter of the plunger. 

8. The blender of claim 5, Wherein the collar has a 
maximum outer diameter Which is larger than a maximum 
outer diameter of the top portion. 

* * * * * 


