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T0 (I/ZZ whom 71mg] concern/. 
Be it known that 1, JOHN M. BEIERMEIsTER, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Troy, 
county of Rensselaer, and State of New York, 

5 have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Garment-Folding Forms, of 
which the following is a speci?cation. 
Theinvention relates to such improvements; 

and it consists of the novel construction and 
r0 combination of parts hereinafter described 

and subsequently claimed. 
Reference may be had to the accompany 

ing drawings, and the reference characters 
marked thereon, which form a part of this 

1 5 speci?cation. 
Similar characters refer to similar parts in 

the several ?gures. 
Figure 1 of the drawings is a view in per~ 

spective of my improved folding-form for 
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the same 

opened out flat with a shirt superposed upon 
the back plate or member. Fig. 3 is a simi 
lar view with the front plate folded over upon 
the bosom portion of the shirt. Fig. 4 is a 

2 5 similar view showing thefolding-form with 
the shirt clamped thereby inverted and one 
sleeve and side portion of the shirt-body 
folded back over the back plate. Fig. 5 is a 
similar view showing the shirt fully folded 

30 upon the form. Fig. 6 is a frontplan view 
of the folded shirt upon the form, the latter 
being open and partly Withdrawn from the 
folded shirt. 
In preparing for the trade various gar 

3 5 ments, such as underwear and shirts of vari 
ous kinds, it is customary to more or less 
neatly fold each garment to general rectan~ 
gular form, and more particularly in the 
manufacture and laundering of men’s shirts 

40 to secure the folded ‘garment by means of 
pins, so that it will retain its folded form dur 
ing the manipulation incidental to its trans 
mission and sale. The degree of accuracy 
with which the garment is folded makes or 

45 mars its symmetry and adds to or detracts 
from its attractiveness when exposed for sale. 
The object of my invention is to facilitate 

and provide for accurately and symmetric 
ally folding such garments for the trade. 

I have shown in the drawings my improved 
form for use in folding such garments, the 

same comprising a pair of hinge-connected 
members adapted to receive and clamp be 
tween them portions of the garment and form 
a guide for folding other portions of the gar 
ment over upon the clamped portion. 
The members of the form are in the shape 

of plates or leaves, the back plate 1 being 
connected with the front plate 2 by the hinge 
connections 3. 
The form shown is particularly adapted 

for folding men’s shirts, and I have shown in 
the drawings a man’s shirt in various stages 
of the folding operation. 
In applying the garment to the form the 

plates are opened out into the same plane 
and placed upon a table or other ?at surface. 
The shirt 4c is then superposed, front up 
ward, upon the back plate 1 of the form, as 
shown in Fig. 2, and the front plate swung 
over upon the front or bosom portion of the 
shirt, as shown in Fig. Before the front 
plate is forced tightly down upon the shirt 
the latter is adjusted between the form-plates, 
so that the form will be properly located or 
centered upon the garment, only the middle 
portions of the back and front of the shirt 
being inclosed and clamped between the form 
plates. 
For use in folding men’s shirts and the like 

I prefer to provide the front plate 2 with an 
aperture 5 near its hinged end adapted to 
receive the neckband 6 of the shirt and with 
a slot 7 adapted to register with indicia on 
the front of the shirt when the form is prop 
erly placed upon the garment. The indicia 
on the shirt-front are thus used as a guide in 
placing the form, and the slot 7may be formed 
in any portion of the front plate 2, adapted 
to register With a de?nitely-located device on 
the shirt-front adapted to thus serve as a 
guide. 
For use in folding negligée shirts I prefer 

to have the slot 7 extend along the longitu 
dinal middle of the front plate in position to 
register with the shirt-buttons 8, as shown, 
the buttons when seen through the slot serv 
ing to indicate the proper placing of the form. 
When properly placed, the form is closed 

tightly upon the garment to clamp the same 
between the front and back plates, and the 
form and clamped garment are together ini 
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verted upon the table and the projecting por 
tions of the shirt are foldedover upon the 
back plate 1. In thus folding such project 
ing portions of the shirt the body portion 
along one side is ?rst folded over the neigh 
boring side edge of the back plate and the at 
tached sleeve retroverted thereupon,as shown 
in Fig. 4, and then the body portion along the 
other side is folded in like manner, after which 
the skirt portions of the shirt are folded over 
the bottom edge of the back plate to the po 
sition shown in Fig. 5 and secured to the 
shoulder portions by pins 9. The 1 form is 
then opened and removed by swinging the 
front plate away from the bosom and slipping 
the back plate out from between the folded 
portions of the shirt, as shown in Fig. 6, the 
pins 9 serving to retain from displacement the 
folded portions of the garment. 
By means of my improved form I am able 

to accurately locate the fold-lines on oppo 
site sides of the bosom and to secure uni 
formity in width and length of the folded prod 
uct, facilitating packing the same. 
The folds are sharply formed and the fold 

lines not easily removed, insuring perma 
nency of the folded shape until the garment 
is opened for use. ‘ 
The use of my improved form also greatly 

facilitates the folding operation, an unskilled 
operator being thereby enabled to fold gar 
ments with accuracy and despatch. 
The form-plates may be made of sheet metal 

or other desired material, and by varying the 

703,110 

shape and size of the plates garments may be 
folded to any shape and size desired. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is- 
1. A garment-folding form comprising con 

nected front and back members adapted to 
receive between them portions of the body of 
the garment, one of said members being pro 
vided with a slot adapted to register with in» 
dicia on the garment when the form is prop' 
erly applied thereto. 

2. A garment~folding form comprising a 
pair of hinge-connected members adapted to 
receive between them the middle portion of 
the back and bosom of a garment, one of said 
members being provided near its hinged end 
with an aperture adapted to receive the neck 
band of the garment. 

3. A garment-folding form comprising a 
pair of hinge-connected members adapted to 
receive between them portions of the back and 
bosom of a garment, one of said members he 
in g provided with a longitudinal slot adapted 
to register with and receive the buttons on 
the front of the garment, and adjacent to its 
hinge connection with an aperture adapted 
to receive the neckband of the garment. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand this 7th day of March, 1902. 

JOHN M. BEIERMEISTER. 
Witnesses: 

FRANK O. CURTIS, 
E. M. O’REILLY. 
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