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APPLICATION OF DRIED NETTLE TO THE 
SKIN 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention pertains generally to a composition 

and method for alleviating pain and, more particularly, to a 
composition and method in Which dried stinging nettle is 
applied to the skin proximate a pain site to alleviate pain 
associated With various in?ammatory conditions. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
Many modern medications have been developed from 

ancient healing traditions associated With speci?c plants. 
The medicinal properties of plants have been identi?ed With 
speci?c chemical compounds Which have been isolated, 
puri?ed and, in many cases, synthetically reproduced. Many 
Well-knoWn drugs Were originally derived from plants. For 
example, salicylic acid, the precursor for aspirin, Was origi 
nally isolated from White WilloW bark and the meadoWsWeet 
plant. Quinine, Which is used to treat malaria, Was derived 
from Cinchona bark. Morphine, derived from the opium 
poppy, is still the standard against Which neW synthetic pain 
relief drugs are measured. 

Modern physicians tend to rely on treatments using syn 
thetic or chemically-manufactured drugs. Rather than using 
Whole plants or plant extracts for treatment, pharmacologists 
tend to identify, isolate, extract, insulate, and synthesiZe the 
active compounds from plants for use in treatment. This 
approach, hoWever, has draWbacks. In addition to the indi 
vidual physiologically active compounds present in a plant, 
there are also minerals, vitamins, oils, alkaloids, and other 
substances Which can be important in supporting the medici 
nal properties of a particular plant. These additional sub 
stances can provide a synergistic effect Which is absent When 
puri?ed or synthetic active compounds are used alone. 

Various neW and old drugs, from aspirin to non-steroidal 
anti-in?ammatory drugs (NSAIDs) to cortisone, have been 
developed for the treatment of pain associated With in?am 
mation. Musculoskeletal pain, commonly caused by in?am 
mation folloWing injury, is a common reason for self 
treatment and/or consultation With a physician. Drugs such 
as aspirin or NSAIDs are the most common treatment. 

Arthritis is a general term for a disease involving in?am 
mation of a joint or joints, and encompasses more than one 
hundred different diseases, frequently having entirely dif 
ferent causes. Osteoarthritis and rheumatoid arthritis, the 
tWo most common forms of arthritis, have the greatest public 
health implications. Osteoarthritis, also knoWn as “degen 
erative joint disease” or “Wear and tear” arthritis, results 
from physical changes in joints and surrounding tissues, 
leading to pain, tenderness, sWelling, and decreased func 
tion. The joints most often affected are the hip, knee, and 
hand. Rheumatoid arthritis is an autoimmune in?ammatory 
disease of the Whole body, characterized by chronic in?am 
mation of the joint linings, not of the joints alone, and in 
particular the connective tissues of the body. 

In both types of arthritis many manifestations are similar. 
The joints, Whether singly or in multiples, may become 
sWollen, Warm, deformed, gnarled, and in many instances 
present grotesque deformities. In many cases the adjacent 
muscles and tendons are affected, as Well as other connective 
tissues of the body, manifested by symptomatic sWelling, 
pain and stiffness. LikeWise, musculoskeletal pain, such as 
pulled muscles and broken bones, and hemorrhoids are 
characterized by symptomatic in?ammation, sWelling and 
pain. 
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2 
The enormous consumption of painkillers and anti-in 

?ammatory drugs to treat in?ammatory conditions such as 
arthritis, musculoskeletal pain, and hemorrhoids often has 
undesirable long-term effects, and many of these systemic 
drugs have dangerous side effects. Their dosage must be 
carefully prescribed and administered under controlled con 
ditions and circumstances. 
As an alternative to modern anti-in?ammatory drugs, the 

sting of the common stinging nettle has been used to treat 
in?ammation and arthritic pain. Stinging nettle (Urtica 
dioica, Urtica urens) is a perennial, sloW-spreading plant 
that groWs from 2 to 9 feet tall. The leaves are coarsely 
toothed, With numerous, small bristly stinging hairs over 
much of their surface. The undersides of the nettle leaves 
and stems have small needle-like structures. Stinging nettle 
is a native species throughout Europe, Asia, Africa, Austra 
lia, and the Andes Mountains in South America, as Well as 
in North America. It is con?ned primarily to shaded, moist 
areas along streams, or in deep, rich undisturbed soils. Also 
di?icult to eradicate, it is primarily a nuisance to recreation 
ists because of its stinging hairs, Which are indeed quite 
painful to the touch. 
The Romans in ancient times used the sting of stinging 

nettle to alleviate joint and muscle pain by urtication (exter 
nal stinging or ?ogging). They also did this to keep Warm in 
the Winter. Reports have also been found of nettle urtication 
for the treatment of arthritic pain by the Thompson Indians 
in Vancouver Island, British Columbia, throughout the Brit 
ish Isles, and in the United States. Nettle Sting of Urtica 
Dioicaforjoint painian exploratory study ofthis comple 
mentary therapy, Randall C, Meethan K, Randall H, Dobbs 
f. Comp. Ther Med 1999;7:125*131. Research by Dr. Colin 
Randall at the University of Plymouth, UK. also reports the 
use of the sting of the common stinging nettle to treat the 
pain of osteoarthritis and musculoskeletal pain. Randomized 
controlled trial of nettle sting for treatment of baSe-oflthumb 
pain, Randall C, Randall H, Dobbs F, Hutton C, Sanders H. 
JR Soc Med. 2000: 93(6):305*309. 

While stinging nettle are knoWn for alleviating arthritis 
pain With their sting, it is also knoWn that a particular nettle 
extract can relieve the pain of skin burning and irritation. 
US. Pat. Nos. 5,854,291 and 5,856,361 by Holt and Laugh 
lin, entitled “Pain Reliever and Method of Use,” disclose a 
topically-applied capsaicin-based pain reliever for in?am 
matory conditions in Which an ingredient is required to 
relieve the side-effect of skin burning and irritation caused 
by capsaicin. This ingredient is selected from either a polyol, 
a nettle extract, a yarroW extract, a coltsfoot extract, a birch 
extract, a rosemary extract, a horsetail extract, a ginger 
extract, a chamomile extract, a comfrey extract, a lavender 
extract, or a bergamot extract. 

Also, the oral ingestion of nettle for the systemic treat 
ment of arthritis is knoWn. Rose et al., in US. Pat. Nos. 
5,916,565 and 6,344,220, entitled “Product and Method for 
Treating Joint Disorders in Vertebrates,” disclose an orally 
administered composition including metabolic precursors, 
herbal phytochemicals, and palatability agents capable of 
prophylaxis and therapy of joint and connective tissue 
disorders in vertebrates. The composition is primarily 
intended for ingestion by dogs, horses, and cats. The herbal 
phytochemicals are intended to provide a synergistic effect 
With the metabolic precursors glucosamine and chondroitin 
sulfate, and include cayenne, ginger, turmeric, yucca, Dev 
il’s claW, nettle leaf, Black Cohosh, alfalfa and celery seeds. 

While the above uses of nettle may be su?icient for their 
speci?c, intended purposes, they each have disadvantages. 
Accordingly, there remains a substantial need for an effec 
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tive externally-applied treatment for pain associated With 
arthritis and other forms of in?ammatory disease. There is 
also a need for such a treatment Whereby stinging nettle can 
be applied to the skin Without causing a sting, pain, or rash. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide an alternative methodology for effectively relieving 
or inhibiting the pain associated With in?ammatory condi 
tions such as arthritic in?ammation, musculoskeletal in?am 
mation, and/or hemorrhoids. Another objective of the 
present invention is to provide a method for applying dried 
nettle to a pain site. It is another objective to provide a 
composition including dried stinging nettle, preferably pro 
cessed in the form of a poWder or ?akes, in Which the nettle 
no longer causes a sting or rash When applied. It is a further 
objective to provide a method of processing dried stinging 
nettle for use in pain relief from in?ammation. 

To this end, a method of alleviating or inhibiting pain 
associated With in?ammation according to the present inven 
tion includes the step of applying dried stinging nettle to the 
skin proximate a pain site. The in?ammation may be caused 
by various physical injuries or conditions, such as, for 
example, osteoarthritic in?ammation, musculoskeletal 
in?ammation, and hemorrhoids. The method described 
herein is extremely advantageous since, according to a 
preferred embodiment of the invention, no other medica 
tions need be combined With the nettle to alleviate the pain. 
As a non-limiting example of hoW the invention is used in 

practice, a person experiencing pain from in?ammation may 
take a dried nettle plant, or preferably a small amount of a 
dry mixture of component parts thereof, such as a poWder 
comprised of dried nettle leaves and/or buds, and apply the 
nettle directly to the skin overlying the painful area. Pref 
erably the applied nettle is then temporarily secured in place 
after application by a bandage or the like, preferably for a 
period of at least about 12 hours, and more preferably for at 
least about 72 hours. Thereafter the nettle is removed and the 
person may enjoy relief from the pain. 
A further understanding of the nature and advantages of 

the present invention Will become apparent When taken 
together With the remaining portions of the speci?cation. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SPECIFIC 
ASPECTS OF THE INVENTION 

De?nitions: The folloWing terms used herein are intended to 
have the folloWing meanings: 

Cellular integrity as it applies to stinging nettle is de?ned 
as the microscopic, cellular makeup being intact, unimpaired 
and/or free from injury. Actions such as freeZing, pulveriZ 
ing or crushing may destroy cellular integrity. 
Component part is de?ned as any one or more of bud, leaf, 

stem (stalk), root, and seed of a stinging nettle plant. The 
terms bud, leaf, stem, root, and seed can mean either the 
singular or the plural. 

Dried or Drying is de?ned as the physical state of a 
harvested stinging nettle plant in Which the plant no longer 
has the ability to cause the notoriously painful sting asso 
ciated With stinging nettle, due to the plant becoming 
WiZened, shriveled, Wrinkled and/or shrunken as a result of 
a loss of natural moisture and vitality. 

Harvested as it relates to a nettle plant is de?ned as 
gathered, removed, or extracted from a groWing medium, 
such as the ground or another portion of the plant. 
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4 
In?ammation is de?ned as a local response to a physi 

ological condition Which typically results in pain, and may 
be accompanied by redness, sWelling and/or heat. 

Maturity or mature as it relates to stinging nettle is de?ned 
as that Which has been alloWed to groW long after blossom 
ing, and has been harvested as late into the fall season as 
possible, before a freeZe. 

Milling as it relates to processing of stinging nettle is 
de?ned as mixing and mingling, preferably manually, of one 
or more component parts of a dried nettle plant or plants 
Without destroying the cellular integrity of the component 
part(s). 

Nettle is de?ned as a plant, multiple plants, and/or one or 
more portions of the plant(s) belonging to a strain of stinging 
nettle. The particular strain of stinging nettle plant includes, 
but is not limited to, the family Urlica dioica and Urlica 
urens. Urlica dioica, also knoWn as Urlica gracilis, is a 
perennial plant With slender leaves that groWs up to 5*l0 
feet tall. Urlica urens is a greener, smaller variety of stinging 
nettle With broader leaves, and groWs up to 3*8 feet tall. 

Pain site is de?ned as the area or location on the body of 
an individual experiencing pain associated With in?amma 
tion. 

Portion is de?ned as any part of the nettle plant, ranging 
from a small part of one of the component parts to the entire 
plant. 
The invention is directed to a method to alleviate pain 

associated With various conditions such as, for example, 
osteoarthritic in?ammation, musculoskeletal in?ammation, 
and hemorrhoids. The method includes the application of 
dried nettle, preferably in the form of a poWder or ?akes, to 
the skin overlying a pain site. Preferably the poWder and/or 
?akes are exclusively a combination of the leaves and buds 
of the plant, but other component parts such as the seeds or 
stems may be applied as Well. HoWever, no other medica 
tions need be combined With the nettle. The nettle may be 
kept in place by a bandage or the like, preferably for a period 
of at least about 12 hours, and more preferably for at least 
about 72 hours. While not being bound by theory, it is 
believed that, When used in this manner, the applied dried 
nettle reduces sWelling and in?ammation associated With 
pain, and does so for a relatively long period of time, as 
compared to aspirin, NSAIDs, steroid injections, or other 
conventional medications or treatments. 

While not being bound by theory, it is believed to be 
advantageous to groW the stinging nettle plant long after 
blossom (stinging nettle typically blossom in mid-summer) 
before harvesting in late fall, before a freeZe. This is because 
the mature plant may be more potent and have a longer 
duration of action. The plant may then be harvested by 
cutting at the base of the stalk, pulling by the root, or the 
like. It also is believed that drying of the harvested plant 
thereafter causes it to lose its sting. One method of drying 
may include hanging the plant upside doWn in a Well 
ventilated area, such as a barn. Further, it is believed that 
hanging in this manner may alloW one or more active 
ingredients Which may be in the stalk and/or roots to move 
into the leaves and/or buds. 

After drying, the nettle plant is preferably milled in order 
to convert, break apart, separate and/or reduce the nettle 
plant into its component parts. Also, it is preferable to 
continue to mill the component parts prior to application, 
preferably until they are in the form of ?akes, and more 
preferably a ?ne poWder. Since it is preferred to apply 
mainly leaf and bud only over the pain site, it is also 
preferable to separate out and remove the stems and seeds 
from the milled component parts. Additionally, it is prefer 
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able that large lots of nettle plants are combined prior to the 
milling step to assure consistency in the potency of the 
batch. 

While not being bound by theory, it is believed to be 
advantageous to treat the nettle plant in a manner that does 
not freeze, crush, damage or lyse the cells, or otherWise 
destroy cellular integrity. This is because the active sub 
stance or substances responsible for the pain alleviating 
effects are believed to be found only in intact cells. In 
addition, it is believed that these active substance(s) are 
more potent and have a longer duration of action in the 
mature plant. Therefore, it may be important during pro 
cessing of the harvested nettle plant that actions such as 
freeZing or pulveriZing not be done, because this may 
destroy the cellular integrity of the component parts, espe 
cially the leaves and buds. 

It is to be understood that the above description is 
intended to be illustrative and not restrictive. Many embodi 
ments may become apparent to those of ordinary skill in the 
art upon revieWing the above description. By Way of 
example, the invention has been described primarily With 
reference to the use of bandages or Wraps to keep the nettle 
in place. HoWever, it may be readily recogniZed that other 
items could be used to maintain the nettle in contact With the 
skin. The scope of the invention should, therefore, be 
determined not With reference to the above description, but 
instead be determined With reference to the appended 
claims, along With the full scope of equivalents to Which 
such claims are entitled. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method of alleviating or inhibiting pain associated 

With in?ammation relating to arthritis, musculoskeletal 
injury, or hemorrhoids in a mammal, comprising the step of: 

applying a portion of a dried stinging nettle plant to an 
area of the skin of the mammal proximate a pain site. 

2. The method of claim 1, Wherein the portion is selected 
from the group consisting of bud, leaf, stem, root seed, and 
combinations thereof. 
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3. The method of claim 1, Wherein the portion consists 

essentially of bud and leaf. 

4. The method of claim 1, Wherein the dried stinging 
nettle plant is selected from the group consisting of Urlica 
dioica, Urlica urens, and combinations thereof. 

5. The method of claim 1, further including releasably 
securing the portion over the pain site. 

6. The method of claim 5, Wherein the portion is secured 
for at least about 12 hours. 

7. The method of claim 5, Wherein the portion is secured 
for at least about 72 hours. 

8. The method of daim 1, Wherein the arthritis is located 
at a pain site selected from the group consisting of a knee 
joint, an elboW joint, a shoulder, the spinal column, and 
combinations thereof. 

9. The method of claim 1, Wherein the musculoskeletal 
injury is located at a pain site selected from the group 
consisting of a knee joint, a rotator cuff, an elboW joint, a 
broken bone, and combinations thereof. 

10. A method of alleviating or inhibiting pain associated 
With in?ammation relating to arthritis, musculoskeletal 
injury, or hemorrhoids in a mammal, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

applying a portion of dried stinging nettle plant to an area 
of the skin of the mammal proximate a pain site; 

releasably securing the portion to the area; and 
maintaining the portion on the area for a period of time. 

11. The method of claim 10, Wherein the period has a 
duration Which is predetermined. 

12. The method of claim 11, Wherein the duration is 
betWeen about 12 hours and about 72 hours. 
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