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POOL MAINTENANCE DEVICE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to a pool maintenance 

device for use in connection With general pool maintenance 
tasks. The pool maintenance device has particular utility in 
connection With taking a ?uid sample from the sWimming 
pool, removing a skimmer cover for cleaning, moving a 
dividing rope line, or checking a pool thermometer all 
Without having to get on the ground thus eliminating any 
strain on the body. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
SWimming pool maintenance normally requires purchas 

ing a variety of separate tools. A ?uid sampling apparatus is 
needed for collecting a ?uid sample from a predetermined 
depth in a sWimming pool in order to check the chemical 
balance of the Water in the pool. In testing the Water of 
sWimming pools, the sample of Water should be taken from 
at least 18“ beloW the Water’s surface to ensure accuracy of 
results. Normally, in order to obtain this sample, a person 
Would have to kneel on the ground or bend doWn beside the 
pool and dip a container 18“ doWn into the Water. This is 
very hard on the knees as Well as the back, not to mention 
the fact that the person’s arm gets Wet When taking the 
sample. 

Chemicals must be added to the pool to create the proper 
chemical balance. Adding chemicals to the pool entails 
having a second tool for pool maintenance. A measuring cup 
must be used to measure the correct amount of chemicals to 
add to the pool. These chemicals are normally stored sepa 
rately from the rest of the tools needed for pool maintenance. 
A third tool is needed to remove skimmer covers and 

clean the baskets. This exercise also involves kneeling and 
bending and thus exerts considerable strain on the body. 
A fourth tool is needed to move a diving rope line. In 

order to check the pool thermometer, one has to kneel or 
bend doWn to the ground beside the pool, Which is hard on 
the body, and put his/her arm in the Water yet again to 
retrieve the thermometer. The present invention combines 
all of the above tools needed for pool maintenance into one 
tool that can be hung on a Wall or fence and store pool 
chemicals. 

The use of ?uid samplers is knoWn in the prior art. For 
example, US. Pat. No. 4,869,118 to Keller discloses a Water 
retriever. HoWever, the Keller ’118 patent does not have a 
spherical element for use in removing skimmer covers, and 
has further draWbacks of not having a hook for moving a 
dividing rope line or picking up a pool thermometer. This 
invention teaches a Water retriever for use in collecting ?uid 
samples from a sWimming pool. It consists of a tube With a 
Water container supported by its loWer end. A rod extends 
through the tube to the lid of the Water container in order to 
lift the lid to alloW Water into the container. This invention 
does not eliminate the use of other tools for pool mainte 
nance. The Water container of this invention cannot be used 
for the storage of pool chemicals nor can it be used to mix 
and add chemicals to the pool. In addition, if the cover is 
af?xed to the container and cannot be removed for some 
reason, no Water can enter the container to be analyZed. 
US. Pat. No. 3,960,021 to Jones discloses a sampling 

apparatus that can be used to take a ?uid sample from a body 
of liquid. HoWever, the Jones ’021 patent does not have a 
spherical element to remove skimmer covers, and addition 
ally does not have a ?xed container With a handle for taking 
?uid samples. This invention consists of an elongated rod 
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2 
like structure With a handle at one end and a collar to hold 
a ?uid container at the other end. Adecapping means is also 
present at the handle end of the invention. The ?uid con 
tainer is removable and is ?tted With a cap Which can be 
removed through use of the decapping means at the top of 
the invention. This invention cannot be used as an all-in-one 
tool for pool maintenance. Pool chemicals cannot be stored 
in the ?uid container. There is no attachment that alloWs for 
the removal of skimmer covers and skimmer baskets for 
cleaning. 

Similarly, US. Pat. No. 2,624,201 to Thompson discloses 
a milk sampling device that is used to take a milk sample 
from a container of milk. HoWever, the Thompson ’201 
patent does not have a spherical element for the removal of 
skimmer covers, and cannot store pool chemicals in its 
sampling container. This invention teaches an elongated rod 
With a hook on one end and a series of clamping ?ngers on 
the other end. These clamping ?ngers are used to hold test 
tubes to be used as the sampling containers. This invention 
does not have a large enough sampling container that can be 
used to store pool chemicals. In addition, pool chemicals 
cannot be mixed in the test tube to be added to the pool. 
There is no attachment that Will alloW skimmer covers to be 
removed and skimmer baskets to be cleaned Without bend 
ing or kneeling on the ground. 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,442,970 to Hutchins discloses a Water 
sampling device that can be used to obtain a Water sample 
from a polluted body of Water. HoWever, the Hutchins ’970 
patent does not have a spherical element to remove skimmer 
covers, and has the additional de?ciency of not having a 
hook to move the diving line in a pool or retrieve a pool 
thermometer. 

This invention teaches a Water sampling device consisting 
of a telescopically extendable pole With a handle on one end 
and a retaining member on the other end to Which a sampling 
container can be attached to. A special sample container is 
needed as it must have a support member extending laterally 
from a side of the container so that it can attach to the pole 
member. This invention does not alloW for the Water sample 
to be taken from any depth since the device does not extend 
vertically into the Water but instead extends horiZontally into 
the Water to reach farther out into the Water. This invention 
cannot be used as an all-in-one pool tool since there is no 
Way to lift skimmer covers or move the dividing rope line. 
Additionally, the handle does not provide any means for 
storage by hanging on a Wall or fence. 

Lastly, US. Pat. No. 4,061,038 to Clarke, Jr. discloses a 
mosquito larvae dipper that can be used to remove mosquito 
larvae from bodies of Water. HoWever, the Clarke, Jr. ’038 
patent does not have a spherical element for removal of 
skimmer covers, and has the additional de?ciency of not 
having a hook for moving the dividing line in a pool or 
retrieving a pool thermometer from the pool Water. This 
invention teaches a pouring dipper With graduations in 
metric and English units to provide an easy indication of the 
amount of liquid in the dipper. A removable handle is 
attached to a side of the dipper. This invention cannot be 
used as an all-in-one pool maintenance device since it does 
not contain a hook or a spherical element attachment that can 
be used for moving or removing objects. 

While the above-described devices ful?ll their respective, 
particular objectives and requirements, the aforementioned 
patents do not describe a pool maintenance device that 
alloWs for pool maintenance to be done With one tool. The 
present invention does alloW for pool maintenance to be 
done With one tool. Unlike the Keller ’118 patent, the 
Hutchins ’970 patent, and the Clarke, Jr. ’038 patent, the 
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present invention is formed With a hook assembly on one 
end to allow for storage of the device on a Wall or fence. The 
hook also can be used to move the dividing rope line in a 
pool. An additional bene?t of the hook is utilizing it to grasp 
the string of the pool thermometer to pull the thermometer 
out of the pool to check the temperature. The hook assembly 
of the present invention also possesses a spherical element 
that can be inserted into the skimmer covers of a pool to 
remove them. The hook assembly can also be used to 
remove the skimmer baskets for cleaning. None of the above 
inventions possess a hook assembly feature that can be used 
for the above purpose. In addition, the present device has a 
large sampling container attached to an elongated rod struc 
ture that can be used to collect Water samples for testing 
from the pool. This sampling container is large enough to 
hold 4 cups of chemicals that could be added to the pool to 
obtain a chemical balance. When not in use, the pool 
chemicals can be stored Within the sampling container. 
Unlike the Keller ’118 patent, the Jones ’021 patent, the 
Thompson ’201 patent, the Hutchins ’970 patent, and the 
Clarke, Jr. ’038 patent, the sampling container of this 
invention is permanently af?xed to the rod structure so that 
the container Will never be misplaced. The container also 
possesses a discharge facilitation area and its oWn handle to 
assist in the addition of pool chemicals to the sWimming 
pool. Unlike some of the prior art, this pool maintenance 
device is lightWeight and economical. One Would no longer 
have to purchase several different tools to maintain a sWim 
ming pool. One Would no longer have to Worry about having 
room to store all of the pool tools that he or she oWns. The 
present invention can be hung on the fence or Wall by the 
pool. When one has many pool tools to keep track of, a pool 
tool could be lost or misplaced and precious time could be 
Wasted looking for the tool. With the present invention being 
one tool, one could knoW Where it Was at all times. The 
present invention also alloWs for pool maintenance to be 
done Without any strain on the body since there is no 
bending or kneeling on the hard ground by the pool to 
perform pool maintenance. This is especially bene?cial for 
the elderly and those With knee, hip, or back problems. With 
the use of the present invention, one Would no longer have 
to get Wet in order to maintain a pool. The present invention 
Would greatly ease the rigors of sWimming pool mainte 
nance. 

Therefore, a need exists for a neW and improved pool 
maintenance device that can perform pool maintenance 
using only one tool Which eliminates any strain placed on the 
body. In this regard, the present invention substantially 
ful?lls this need. In this respect, the pool maintenance 
device according to the present invention substantially 
departs from the conventional concepts and designs of the 
prior art, and in doing so provides an apparatus primarily 
developed for the purpose of using only one tool for all pool 
maintenance Without placing any strain on the body. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In vieW of the foregoing disadvantages inherent in the 
knoWn types of ?uid collection devices noW present in the 
prior art, the present invention provides an improved pool 
maintenance device, and overcomes the above-mentioned 
disadvantages and draWbacks of the prior art. As such, the 
general purpose of the present invention, Which Will be 
described subsequently in greater detail, is to provide a neW 
and improved all-in-one pool maintenance device for main 
taining a sWimming pool that eliminates any strain on the 
body Which has all the advantages of the prior art mentioned 
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4 
heretofore and many novel features that result in a pool 
maintenance device Which is not anticipated, rendered obvi 
ous, suggested, or even implied by the prior art, either alone 
or in any combination thereof. 

To attain this, the present invention essentially comprises 
a rigid elongated rod having opposing ends With a hook 
assembly ?xedly attached to one end and a sampling con 
tainer ?xedly attached to the other end. The hook assembly 
is comprised of a base having opposing ends, a hook, and a 
spherical element. The doWnWardly curving hook extends 
laterally from one side of the base While the spherical 
element projects upWardly from the ?rst end portion of the 
base to be positioned essentially perpendicular to the hook. 
The second end portion of the base of the hook assembly 
contains a female receptacle. This female receptacle is 
positioned opposite the spherical element. The ?rst end of 
the rod acts as a male connector and inserts into this female 
receptacle so that both male and female parts lie integral to 
one another. The sampling container has an open top and a 
doWnWardly curving handle extending laterally from near 
the top on one side of the container. The handle is essentially 
comprised of tWo horiZontally extending members With each 
horiZontally extending member connecting to an opposing 
end of a vertically extending member. The vertically extend 
ing member of the handle contains a female receptacle into 
Which the second end portion of the rod is inserted to attach 
the container to the rod. A discharge facilitation area is 
positioned diametrically opposed to the handle of the con 
tainer. The sampling container has raised graduations With 
metric units on one side and raised graduations With English 
units on the other side. There has thus been outlined, rather 
broadly, the more important features of the invention in 
order that the detailed description thereof that folloWs may 
be better understood and in order that the present contribu 
tion to the art may be better appreciated. 
The invention may also include a telescopically extending 

rod as opposed to a rod of ?xed length. The invention can be 
made of any predetermined length as long as the length 
alloWs the device to extend at least 18“ into the Water. The 
pool maintenance device can be manufactured as one con 
tinuous piece or as separate pieces With opposing male/ 
female parts that could interconnect to form the device. The 
invention can be made of a number of different materials 
such as a hard plastic, an aluminum gauge metal, stainless 
steel, or any material of the like. The rod can be circular, 
square, triangular, rectangular or any other given shape. 
Additionally the sampling means can be designed in any 
given shape although the preference is a circular shape. The 
sampling means could be ?tted With a cover if so desired. 
The spherical element can be made of the same material as 
the rest of the device or it could be composed of a ?exible 
material such as rubber. The end of the hook could be 
rounded, pointed, or blunt. The pool maintenance device can 
be manufactured in a variety of siZes and colors. There are, 
of course, additional features of the invention that Will be 
described hereinafter and Which Will form the subject matter 
of the claims attached. 
Numerous objects, features and advantages of the present 

invention Will be readily apparent to those of ordinary skill 
in the art upon a reading of the folloWing detailed descrip 
tion of presently preferred, but nonetheless illustrative, 
embodiments of the present invention When taken in con 
junction With the accompanying draWings. In this respect, 
before explaining the current embodiment of the invention 
in detail, it is to be understood that the invention is not 
limited in its application to the details of construction and to 
the arrangements of the components set forth in the folloW 
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ing description or illustrated in the drawings. The invention 
is capable of other embodiments and of being practiced and 
carried out in various Ways. Also, it is to be understood that 
the phraseology and terminology employed herein are for 
the purpose of descriptions and should not be regarded as 
limiting. 
As such, those skilled in the art Will appreciate that the 

conception, upon Which this disclosure is based, may readily 
be utiliZed as a basis for the designing of other structures, 
methods and systems for carrying out the several purposes 
of the present invention. It is important, therefore, that the 
claims be regarded as including such equivalent construc 
tions insofar as they do not depart from the spirit and scope 
of the present invention. 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide 
a neW and improved pool maintenance device that has all of 
the advantages of the prior art ?uid collection devices and 
none of the disadvantages. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a 
neW and improved pool maintenance device that may be 
easily and ef?ciently manufactured and marketed. 
An even further object of the present invention is to 

provide a neW and improved pool maintenance device that 
has a loW cost of manufacture With regard to both materials 
and labor, and Which accordingly is then susceptible of loW 
prices of sale to the consuming public, thereby making such 
pool maintenance device economically available to the 
buying public. 

Still another object of the present invention is to provide 
a neW pool maintenance device that provides in the appa 
ratuses and methods of the prior art some of the advantages 
thereof, While simultaneously overcoming some of the dis 
advantages normally associated thereWith. 
Even still another object of the present invention is to 

provide a pool maintenance device that eliminates the use of 
several tools for pool maintenance. The present device 
alloWs all pool maintenance to be accomplished With the use 
of one tool. People Will no longer have to Worry about 
misplacing a tool or having to search for different tools to 
perform various pool tasks. Even pool chemical testing kits 
can be stored Within the sampling container of the tool for 
easy access. This tool also eliminates the strain placed on the 
body from performing the required maintenance on a pool. 
There is no need for bending or kneeling on the hard ground 
near the side of the pool in order to maintain the pool. A 
person could stand upright to collect a Water sample from the 
pool, remove skimmer covers for cleaning, move a dividing 
rope line or thermometer, and add chemicals to the pool to 
achieve a chemical balance. Standing upright to perform 
these tasks Would help eliminate the pain caused by bending 
or kneeling on the hard ground for those With knee, back, or 
hip problems. Another advantage is that one Would no longer 
have to get any part of his/her body Wet in order to check the 
chemical composition of the pool Water or to check the 
temperature of the pool Water. 

These together With other objects of the invention, along 
With the various features of novelty that characteriZe the 
invention, are pointed out With particularity in the claims 
anneXed to and forming a part of this disclosure. For a better 
understanding of the invention, its operating advantages and 
the speci?c objects attained by its uses, reference should be 
had to the accompanying draWings and descriptive matter in 
Which there is illustrated preferred embodiments of the 
invention. 
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6 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention Will be better understood and objects other 
than those set forth above Will become apparent When 
consideration is given to the folloWing detailed description 
thereof. Such description makes reference to the annexed 
draWings Wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of the preferred embodiment 
of the pool maintenance device constructed in accordance 
With the principles of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective vieW of the pool 
maintenance device of the present invention shoWing the 
interconnection of the rod to the hook assembly and the 
sampling container. 

FIG. 3a is a perspective vieW of the pool maintenance 
device of the present invention shoWing the insertion of the 
spherical element into the skimmer cover. 

FIG. 3b is a perspective vieW of the pool maintenance 
device of the present invention shoWing the actual removal 
of the skimmer cover for cleaning. 
The same reference numerals refer to the same parts 

throughout the various ?gures. 

DRAWINGS-REFERENCE NUMERALS 

10 pool maintenance device 
12 rod 
14 hook 
16 spherical element 
18 sampling container 
20 outer Wall 
22 bottom member 
24 handle means 
26 graduations 
28 discharge facilitation area 
30 hook assembly 
32 base of hook assembly 
34 female receptacle of hook assembly 
36 female receptacle of sampling container 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring noW to the draWings, and particularly to FIGS. 
1—3, a preferred embodiment of the pool maintenance device 
of the present invention is shoWn and generally designated 
by the reference numeral 10. 

In FIG. 1, a neW and improved pool maintenance device 
10 of the present invention for providing an all-in-one 
product for pool maintenance that eliminates any strain on 
the body is illustrated and Will be described. More particu 
larly, the pool maintenance device 10 is comprised of an 
elongated rigid rod 12 With opposing ?rst and second end 
sections Wherein the ?rst end section is attached to a hook 
assembly 30 and the second end section is attached to a 
sampling container 18. The rod 12 can be manufactured in 
a variety of shapes, hoWever it is preferably formed of a 
square con?guration. The rod 12 can be made to any 
predetermined length but is preferably at least 40 inches 
long. The rod 12 can also be made to any desired thickness 
hoWever a % inch thickness is preferable. The pool main 
tenance device 10 can be manufactured of a variety of 
materials such as stainless steel, heavy gauge metal, or a 
hard impact plastic. A hard impact plastic is the preferred 
choice of composition. 

FIG. 2 shoWs the interconnection of the rod 12, hook 
assembly 30, and sampling container 18 to assemble the 
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pool maintenance device 10. A hook assembly 30 consisting 
of a base 32, a hook 14, and a spherical element 16 is 
attached to the ?rst end section of the rod 12. The hook 
assembly 30 is preferably 6 inches in length but can be 
manufactured in a variety of siZes. The base 32 of the hook 
assembly 30 can be manufactured in a variety of shapes but 
is preferably essentially comprised of a four-sided pyramidal 
?rst end portion positioned directly atop a holloW cube 
shaped second end portion. The second end portion of the 
base 32 is preferably of the same general con?guration as the 
shape of the rod 12. The second end portion of the base 32 
preferably forms a female receptacle 34 into Which the ?rst 
end section of the rod 12 is inserted. When inserted, the ?rst 
end section of the rod 12 lies integral With the female 
receptacle 34 of the hook assembly 30. In an alternative 
embodiment, the ?rst end section of the rod 12 could contain 
a female receptacle Which could receive a male connector 
that extends from the second end portion of the base 32 of 
the hook assembly 30. This male connector Would be of the 
same con?guration as the female receptacle Within the ?rst 
end section of the rod 12. The spherical element 16 is ?xedly 
attached to the apex of the ?rst end section of the base 32 of 
the hook assembly 30. The spherical element 16 can be 
manufactured in a variety of siZes, but preferably is 1/2 inch 
in diameter so as to alloW it to ?t into the hole in the top of 
a skimmer cover to lift off the skimmer cover for cleaning 
of the skimmer baskets. The spherical element 16 can be 
made of the same material as the rest of the pool mainte 
nance device 10 or it could be manufactured using rubber or 
nylon to alloW for stretching and compression When the 
spherical element 16 is inserted into one of the skimmer 
cover holes. The spherical element 16 can either be solid or 
holloW but is preferably solid. The hook 14 preferably 
extends laterally from the midpoint of the base 32 Where the 
?rst end portion of the base 32 and the second end portion 
of the base 32 meet. The hook 14 is positioned essentially 
perpendicular to the spherical element 16. The hook 14 
preferably curves doWnWardly from the base 32 to be used 
as a handle When using the pool maintenance device 10 as 
a ?uid sampler. The distance betWeen the end of the hook 14 
and the base 32 is preferably 31/2 inches. The hook 14 could 
have a pointed, rounded, or blunt end but the preference is 
for a rounded end in order to reduce any potential injuries. 

The sampling container 18 is comprised of a continuous 
outer Wall 20 having upper and loWer portions. A bottom 
member 22 is integrally attached to the loWer portion of the 
outer Wall 20 of the container 18. The upper portion of the 
container 18 is preferably open. There is a discharge facili 
tation area 28 extending laterally from the rim of the upper 
portion of the container 18. It is preferable that the discharge 
facilitation area 28 have a triangular construction With the 
tip of the triangle shape extending laterally aWay from the 
outer Wall 20. A handle means 24 is af?xed to the upper 
portion of the outer Wall 20 of the container 18 such that it 
is diametrically opposed to the discharge facilitation area 28. 
The handle means 24 Will preferably be comprised of tWo 
essentially horiZontal members each having opposing ends 
and an essentially vertical member also having opposing 
ends. One end of each horiZontal member is ?xedly attached 
to the outer Wall 20 of the container 18 so that the horiZontal 
members are positioned parallel to each other and the 
distance betWeen the horiZontal members is equal to the 
length of the vertical member of the handle means 24. One 
end of the vertical member of the handle means 24 is 
attached to the opposing end of the ?rst horiZontal member 
of the handle means 24. The opposing end of the vertical 
member of the handle means 24 is attached to the opposing 
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8 
end of the second horiZontal member of the handle means 
24. The vertical member of the handle means 24 is holloW 
to form a female receptacle 36 in the handle means 24 of the 
container 18. The rod 12 extends doWnWard from the hook 
assembly 30 to have the second end section of the rod 12 act 
as a male attachment member that can be inserted into the 
female receptacle 36 in the handle means 24 of the container 
18. The second end section of the rod 12 is inserted into the 
female receptacle 36 of the handle means 24 of the container 
18 so that the second end section of the rod 12 lies integral 
With the inner surface of the female receptacle 36 in the 
handle means 24 of the container 18. The container 18 is 
preferably attached to the rod 12 so that it is positioned on 
the opposite side of the hook 14 of the hook assembly 30. 
For stability of the handle means 24 support arches can be 
placed beloW each horiZontal member of the handle means 
24. These arches Would have opposing ends Wherein one end 
Would attach to the outer Wall 20 of the container 18 and the 
opposing end Would attach to the vertical member of the 
handle means 24. The container 18 can be of any predeter 
mined siZe, but preferably Will be capable of holding four 
cups of chemicals. The container 18 can be manufactured in 
many different colors, hoWever it is preferable that the 
container 18 is translucent so as to alloW the vieWer to be 
able to see the contents Within the container 18. The con 
tainer 18 Will also preferably be made of a hard plastic 
material, such as a high impact styrene, but could also be 
manufactured of stainless steel or a heavy gauge metal. 
Preferably the container 18 Will be molded in a single 
operation by any one of a number of commercially available 
molding machines. The container 18 Will have graduations 
26 formed along one Wall of the container 18. The gradu 
ations 26 are preferably in metric units While the graduations 
26 on the diametrically opposed outer Wall 20 of the 
container 18 are in English units. These graduations 26 
provide an easy indication of the volume of liquid in the 
container 18 for mixing chemicals to put in the pool. The 
graduations 26 are preferably Written at an upWards slant 
With the loWest amount Written at the loWer left corner of the 
container 18 and the highest amount Written at the upper 
right corner of the container 18. The graduations 26 may be 
Written in any number of Ways such as With raised lettering, 
engraved lettering, or painted lettering, but the preference is 
for raised lettering. The graduations 26 can be Written in any 
of a variety of colors, but preferably are Written in colors that 
are easily seen When liquid is in the container 18. 

In the alternative, the pool maintenance device 10 can be 
manufactured as one piece in a single operation by any of a 
number of commercially available molding machines. In 
this alternative, neither the female receptacle 34 of the hook 
assembly 30 nor the female receptacle 36 in the handle 
means 24 of the container 18 is needed. In this alternative, 
the rod 12 itself Would form the vertical portion of the 
handle means 24 on the container 18 and Would extend 
upWardly from the container 18 to terminate in a spherical 
element 16. A doWnWardly curving hook 14 Would extend 
laterally from the rod 12 directly beneath the spherical 
element 16. There Would be no separate base 32 part that the 
hook 14 and spherical element 16 Would connect to. The 
hook 14 and the spherical element 16 Would each be an 
extension of the ?rst end section of the rod 12. The container 
18 Would be an extension of the second end section of the 
rod 12. All other elements Would remain the same. 

FIG. 3 shoWs the pool maintenance device 10 in use to lift 
the skimmer covers for cleaning of the skimmer baskets. As 
shoWn in FIG. 3a, one Would grasp the handle means 24 of 
the container 18 of the pool maintenance device 10 and 
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orient the pool maintenance device 10 so that the spherical 
element 16 is pointing downward toward the pool deck. One 
would then insert the spherical element 16 of the pool 
maintenance device 10 into the hole at the top of the 
skimmer cover and lift the pool maintenance device 10 so 
that the skimmer cover is lifted off of the skimmer as shown 
in FIG. 3b. One can use the same technique to remove the 
skimmer baskets for cleaning. 

In use as a ?uid sampling device, a person would grip the 
hook 14 with their hand and lower the pool maintenance 
device 10 into the swimming pool water so that the container 
18 is immersed at least 18 inches below the water’s surface. 
One would then raise the pool maintenance device 10, which 
now contains a sample of water that was at least 18 inches 
below the surface, and conduct chemical testing on the water 
sample. If chemicals need to be added to the pool, one can 
measure and mix the chemicals within the container 18 of 
the pool maintenance device 10. Once ready to add the 
chemicals to the pool water, one simply grips the handle 
means 24 attached to the sampling container 18 of the pool 
maintenance device 10 and tips the container 18 over the 
pool so that the chemicals pour out of the discharge facili 
tation area 28 and into the pool water. 

In use to move the dividing rope line in a pool, one would 
grasp the handle means 24 of the sampling container 18 of 
the pool maintenance device 10 so that the spherical element 
16 is positioned towards the ground. One would then insert 
the pool maintenance device 10 into the pool water with the 
end of the hook 14 facing downwards into the water. One 
would move the hook 14 until the free end of the hook 14 
is positioned beneath the rope dividing line. One would then 
move the pool maintenance device 10 so that the rope 
dividing line is placed adjacent to the curve of the hook 14. 
The rope dividing line can then be manipulated into any 
alternate position. 

In use to check the pool temperature, one would again 
grasp the handle means 24 of the sampling container 18 of 
the pool maintenance device 10 and position the pool 
maintenance device 10 so that the spherical element 16 is 
facing the ground. The hook 14 is then inserted into the pool 
water vertically until the attachment string of the pool 
thermometer is resting adjacent to the curve of the hook 14. 
The pool maintenance device 10 is then lifted vertically until 
the pool thermometer can be grasped. 

While a preferred embodiment of the pool maintenance 
device 10 has been described in detail, it should be apparent 
that modi?cations and variations thereto are possible, all of 
which fall within the true spirit and scope of the invention. 
With respect to the above description then, it is to be realiZed 
that the optimum dimensional relationships for the parts of 
the invention, to include variations in siZe, materials, shape, 
form, function and manner of operation, assembly and use, 
are deemed readily apparent and obvious to one skilled in 
the art, and all equivalent relationships to those illustrated in 
the drawings and described in the speci?cation are intended 
to be encompassed by the present invention. 

Therefore, the foregoing is considered as illustrative only 
of the principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modi?cations and changes will readily occur to those skilled 
in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to the exact 
construction and operation shown and described, and 
accordingly, all suitable modi?cations and equivalents may 
be resorted to, falling within the scope of the invention. 

I claim: 
1. A pool maintenance device comprising: 
a rigid elongated rod of a predetermined length having 

?rst and second opposing end sections; 
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10 
a hook extending laterally from said ?rst end section of 

said rod; 
a spherical element projecting upwardly from said ?rst 

end section of said rod; 
a container having a continuous outer wall with said outer 

wall including an upper portion and a lower portion, a 
bottom member integral with said lower portion of said 
outer wall to form a receptacle therein and a handle 
means wherein said second end section of said rod is 
?xedly attached to said handle means. 

2. The device of claim 1, wherein said hook is positioned 
essentially opposite said container. 

3. The device of claim 1, wherein said spherical element 
is of a predetermined siZe. 

4. The device of claim 1, wherein said spherical element 
is positioned essentially perpendicular to said hook. 

5. The device of claim 1, wherein said upper portion of 
said container forms an open top. 

6. The device of claim 1, wherein a discharge facilitation 
area extends laterally from said upper portion of said outer 
wall of said container. 

7. The device of claim 6, wherein said container includes 
graduations on said outer wall. 

8. A pool maintenance device comprising: 
a rigid elongated rod of a predetermined length having 

?rst and second opposing end sections; 
a hook assembly comprised of a base having ?rst and 

second opposing end portions, a downwardly curving 
hook wherein said hook extends laterally from said 
base, and a spherical element of a predetermined siZe 
projecting upwardly from said ?rst end portion of said 
base, wherein said hook assembly is ?xedly attached to 
said ?rst end section of said rod; 

a container comprised of a continuous outer wall with said 
outer wall including an upper portion and a lower 
portion wherein said upper portion is open, a bottom 
member integral with said lower portion of said outer 
wall to form a receptacle therein, and a handle means 
wherein said handle means is ?xedly attached to said 
second end section of said rod. 

9. The device of claim 8, wherein said second end portion 
of said base of said hook assembly is essentially of the same 
con?guration as said ?rst end section of said rod. 

10. The device of claim 8, wherein said hook is positioned 
essentially opposite said container. 

11. The device of claim 8, wherein said spherical element 
is positioned essentially perpendicular to said hook. 

12. The device of claim 8, wherein a discharge facilitation 
area extends laterally from said upper portion of said outer 
wall of said container. 

13. The device of claim 12, wherein said container has 
graduations on said outer wall. 

14. A pool maintenance device comprising: 
a rigid elongated rod of a predetermined length said rod 

having opposing ?rst and second end sections; 
a hook assembly comprised of a base having ?rst and 

second opposing end portions, a downwardly curving 
hook wherein said hook extends laterally from said 
base, and a spherical element of a predetermined siZe 
projecting upwardly from said ?rst end portion of said 
base so that said spherical element is positioned essen 
tially perpendicular to said hook, wherein said hook 
assembly is ?xedly attached to said ?rst end section of 
said rod; 

a container comprised of a continuous outer wall with said 
outer wall including an upper portion and a lower 
portion wherein said upper portion is open, a bottom 
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member integral With said lower portion of said outer 
Wall to form a receptacle therein, a discharge facilita 
tion area extending laterally from said upper portion of 
said outer Wall of said container, and a handle means 
Wherein said handle means is ?xedly attached to said 
second end section of said rod. 

15. The device of claim 14, Wherein said second end 
portion of said base of said hook assembly includes a female 
receptacle therein. 

16. The device of claim 15, Wherein said ?rst end section 
of said rod is inserted into said female receptacle of said base 
of said hook assembly to lie integral With said female 
receptacle of said base of said hook assembly. 
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17. The device of claim 14, Wherein said hook is posi 

tioned essentially opposite said container. 
18. The device of claim 14, Wherein said handle means 

includes a female receptacle. 

19. The device of claim 18, Wherein said second end 
section of said rod is inserted into said female receptacle of 
said handle means to lie integral With said female receptacle 
of said handle means. 

20. The device of claim 14, Wherein said container has 
graduations on said outer Wall. 


