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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR 
CONNECTING VARIOUS IMPLANTABLE 

MEDICAL TREATMENT SYSTEM 
COMPONENT DEVICES 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention generally relates to implantable 
medical device systems. More particularly, this invention 
relates to uniform interfaces for connecting component 
devices of an implantable medical treatment system, includ 
ing telemetry modules of Wired or Wireless physician/patient 
programmers, magnet housings, external neural stimulators, 
patient chargers, and various other programming system 
component devices. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The medical device industry produces a Wide variety of 
electronic and mechanical devices for treating patient medi 
cal conditions. Depending upon the medical condition, 
medical devices can be surgically implanted or connected 
externally to the patient receiving treatment. Physicians use 
medical devices alone or in combination With drug therapies 
to treat patient medical conditions. For some medical con 
ditions, medical devices provide the best, and sometimes the 
only, therapy to restore an individual to a more healthful 
condition and a fuller life. 

Implantable medical devices are commonly used today to 
treat patients suffering from various ailments. Implantable 
medical devices can be used to treat any number of condi 
tions such as pain, incontinence, movement disorders such 
as epilepsy and Parkinson’s disease, and sleep apnea. Addi 
tional therapies appear promising to treat a variety of 
physiological, psychological, and emotional conditions. As 
the number of implantable medical device therapies has 
expanded, greater demands have been placed on the implant 
able medical device. 

These devices provide treatment therapy by delivering 
electrical stimulation or drugs to various portions of the 
body and include, for example Without limitation, neuro 
stimulators, drug delivery devices, pacemakers, de?brilla 
tors, and cochlear implants. In the case of providing elec 
trical stimulation, one or more electrodes are implanted 
Within the body. A physician uses an external neural stimu 
lator (ENS) connected to provide electrical energy to the 
electrodes and establish effective treatment parameters. 
Once ef?cacious treatment settings have been determined, 
an implantable neurostimulator (INS) (also knoWn as an 
Implantable Pulse Generator (IPG)) replaces the ENS, is 
connected to the electrodes, and is implanted Within the 
patient’s body. In the case of providing drugs, a pump is 
implanted Within the body. The pump is coupled to a catheter 
that delivers drugs to select portions of the body. Patients 
can be implanted With both INS and pump devices, or 
combination devices. INS and pump devices can be pro 
grammed and recharged While implanted Within a patient to 
adjust treatment therapies over time Without invasive sur 
gery. 

Aphysician programmer, typically a computer With asso 
ciated electronics, can communicate With the ENS, INS, and 
pump devices using telemetry. A telemetry module is linked 
to the physician programmer With a cable or by Wireless 
methods. A patient programmer and a patient charger can 
also communicate With implanted treatment devices, as Well 
as With the physician programmer, via Wired or Wireless 
links. The physician or patient may Want devices of the 
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2 
treatment system to communicate With one another via 
telemetry for any number of reasons including, for example, 
to recharge a poWer supply of the implanted device, to ?ne 
tune the therapy program, to exchange diagnostic data 
betWeen devices, to account for changes in the disease being 
treated, or to account for migration of the implanted lead or 
catheter. 
KnoWn systems for programming a medical device have 

a number of disadvantages. In particular, many implanted 
pumps must be activated for programming by the presence 
of a strong magnet. Such a magnet is typically built into the 
telemetry module used to program the pump. In contrast, an 
INS is sometimes activated or deactivated by a strong 
magnet and therefore, a single telemetry module could not 
be used to communicate With both an INS and an implant 
able pump. In another example of knoWn limitations, a 
physician programmer, patient programmer, ENS, patient 
charger, and other component devices of the telemetry 
programming system could not be uniformly connected to 
communicate With one another via telemetry. This limitation 
is especially problematic because telemetrically communi 
cating devices must be held in close proximity to one 
another, and handling multiple devices during medical treat 
ment is cumbersome. In yet another example, When the 
poWer supply of the implanted device needs to be recharged, 
the patient must physically hold the telemetry module close 
to his/her body. This can be of great inconvenience When it 
takes on the order of hours to fully recharge the poWer 
supply. These limitations required physicians and patients to 
use multiple programming devices, thereby increasing the 
cost, time, and complexity of handling and operating the 
various component devices of an implantable medical treat 
ment system. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The universal connector of the present invention alloWs 
component devices of a programming system to be effi 
ciently and securely connected to one another. In an exem 
plary embodiment, a female interface of the universal con 
nector is included on the telemetry module of a hand-held 
physician programmer. Correspondingly, a male interface of 
the universal connector is included on a hand-held patient 
programmer, on a magnet housing, on an ENS, on a patient 
charger, and on any other device of the programming system 
that is advantageously connected to the telemetry module of 
the physician programmer. By mating the male interface to 
the female interface, tWo devices of the programming sys 
tem can be securely connected together. It is not critical to 
the invention Which device carries the male or female 
interface, so long as the tWo devices to be connected carry 
different, interlocking interfaces. Thus, for example, a mag 
net housing having a male interface connector can be 
connected to a telemetry module for programming an 
implanted pump, and the magnet can be removed When the 
same telemetry module is used to program an INS. Like 
Wise, the same telemetry module can be directly connected 
to a patient programmer or to an ENS. 

The universal connector of the present invention is easy to 
operate, provides visual cues about its operation, and pro 
duces positive tactile feedback When a secure connection is 
achieved. The connector is durable and compact, alloWing a 
single telemetry module design to connect With any other 
element of the programming system. The universal connec 
tor of the present invention thus alloWs a telemetry module 
to interface With any number of devices and accomplish the 
objectives of previously separate units. Furthermore, the 



US 7,010,355 B2 
3 

connector of the present invention insures that communi 
cating devices Will be securely held in proximity to one 
another for effective telemetry. Advantageously, patient and 
physician only need to use one programming device. In 
addition, the connector of the present invention alloWs 
components to be more conveniently handled, effectively 
alloWing a user to hold tWo component devices in one hand, 
freeing the other hand for other activities such as using the 
programmer, Writing, or attending to the patient, among 
others. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

These and other advantages and features of the invention 
Will become apparent upon reading the folloWing detailed 
description and referring to the accompanying draWings in 
Which like numbers refer to like parts throughout and in 
Which: 

FIG. 1A is a representation of an implanted medical pump 
in relation to a hand-held physician programmer and a 
patient programmer. 

FIG. 1B is a representation of an INS in relation to a 
hand-held physician programmer and an ENS. 

FIG. 2A is a front side vieW of a male connector interface 
of the present invention mounted to a magnet housing used 
in programming an implanted medical pump. 

FIG. 2B is a frontal vieW of the male connector interface 
of FIG. 2A. 

FIG. 2C is a front side vieW of the male connector 
interface of FIG. 2A rotated 90-degrees. 

FIG. 2D is a back vieW of the magnet housing of FIGS. 
2A—2C. 

FIG. 3A is a cross-sectional vieW of the male interface 
connector of FIG. 2B taken along line B—B. 

FIG. 3B is an enlarged, partial, cross-sectional vieW of the 
male interface connector of FIG. 3A. 

FIG. 3C is a cross-sectional vieW of the male interface 
connector of FIG. 2B taken along line C—C. 

FIG. 4A is a front side vieW of a female connector 
interface of the present invention mounted to a surface of a 
telemetry module used to communicate With other compo 
nent devices of an implantable medical treatment system. 

FIG. 4B is a front vieW of the female connector interface 
of FIG. 4A. 

FIG. 4C is a partial, side, cross-sectional vieW of the 
female connector interface of FIG. 4B taken along line 
C—C. 

FIG. 4D is an enlarged, partial, cross-sectional vieW of the 
female interface connector of FIG. 4C. 

FIG. 5A is a front side vieW of a magnet housing 
connected to a telemetry module via the uniform interface of 
the present invention. 

FIG. 5B is a side vieW of FIG. 5A. 
FIG. 6A is a side vieW of an external neural stimulator 

connected to a telemetry module via the uniform connector 
of the present invention. 

FIG. 6B is a front side vieW of FIG. 6A. 
FIG. 7 is a back side vieW of a magnet housing connected 

to a telemetry module via the uniform interface of the 
present invention, Where the telemetry module is cradled in 
a physician programmer. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

FIG. 1A illustrates the relationship betWeen physician 
programmer 600, patient programmer 50, and implanted 
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4 
pump 10 in accordance With one embodiment of the present 
invention. As shoWn, telemetry module 330 is linked to 
physician programmer 600 through cable 30, although one 
skilled in the art Will appreciate that telemetry module 330 
can be designed to communicate With physician programmer 
600 by Wired or Wireless methods. Patient programmer 50 
and physician programmer 600 can advantageously com 
municate With one another via telemetry. LikeWise, patient 
programmer 50 and physician programmer 600 can com 
municate With implanted pump 10 via telemetry. As shoWn, 
implanted pump 10 is connected to catheter 15 and may be 
used to deliver a treatment drug, held in a reservoir Within 
the pump, to a target area of a patient’s body. Aphysician or 
patient may Wish to establish bi-directional links betWeen 
the treatment devices for any number of reasons, including 
to exchange data, to adjust therapy programs, or to recharge 
the implanted pump. As one skilled in the art Will recogniZe, 
it Would be advantageous to uniformly connect telemetry 
head 330 to a magnet to facilitate communications With an 
implanted pump, or to connect telemetry head 330 directly 
to patient programmer 50. Also, attaching a magnet to 
telemetry head 330 alloWs the telemetry head to be held in 
place against a patient’s skin by magnetic attraction to pump 
10 during lengthy programming or charging sessions. 

FIG. 1B illustrates the relationship betWeen physician 
programmer 600, ENS 500, and INS 20 in accordance With 
another embodiment of the present invention. One or more 
electrical leads 25 are implanted Within a patient, for 
example, to electrically stimulate regions of the spinal cord 
and thereby relieve pain. A physician uses ENS 500, con 
nected to leads 25, to determine an efficacious treatment 
therapy. Once a therapy is established, ENS 500 is discon 
nected, and INS 20 is connected to leads 25 and implanted 
Within the body. As one skilled in the art Will recogniZe, it 
Would be advantageous to be able to uniformly connect 
telemetry head 330 to ENS 500 to facilitate programming 
and communications betWeen the devices. LikeWise, it 
Would be advantageous to be able to communicate With INS 
20 using the same telemetry module used to program an 
implanted pump like pump 10 shoWn in FIG. 1A, Without a 
magnet attachment connected to the telemetry module. 
The uniform connector of the present invention alloWs the 

various component devices of the programming system of 
FIGS. 1A and IE to be advantageously connected. Those 
skilled in the art Will appreciate, hoWever, that the present 
invention can be used in conjunction With any implanted 
medical devices, including, for example Without limitation, 
neurostimulators, drug delivery devices, pacemakers, 
de?brillators, and cochlear implants, and that FIGS. 1A and 
1B serve merely as examples of hoW the present invention 
can be used. FIGS. 2A—C illustrate male connector interface 
100, including at least one interface ?ange 110A and 110B. 
Male connector interface 100 further includes bearing sur 
face 115. Male interface 100 is shoWn on magnet housing 
120. Although FIGS. 2A—C shoW male interface 100 in 
relation to magnet housing 120, interface 100 can be used in 
relation to any other device of the programming system so 
long as the tWo devices to be connected carry different, 
interlocking interfaces, i.e., one male, one female. FIG. 2D 
illustrates the reverse side of magnet housing 120, Which is 
brought into contact With a patient’s skin or clothing. 

FIG. 3A illustrates a cross-section vieW of male connector 
interface 100 taken along line A—A of FIG. 2B. FIG. 3B 
shoWs a detail of FIG. 3A. In FIGS. 3A and 3B, Male 
interface 100 is shoWn protruding from magnet housing 120 
on shaft 200. The shaft 200 of male connector interface 100 
alloWs ?anges 110A and 110B to be inserted into female 
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interface 300, described below. Flanges 110A and 110B 
further include at least one shoulder 210A and 210B. As 
described further below, shoulders 210A and 210B lockingly 
engage female interface 300 and provide a tactile indication 
When a secure connection betWeen the male and female 
interfaces has been achieved. By tensioning the interface of 
male interface 100 and female interface 300, bearing surface 
115 Works in conjunction With shoulders 210A and 210B to 
insure a positive tactile indication When a secure connection 
is achieved. Bearing surface 115 further provides a smooth 
surface on Which male interface 100 can rotate Within 
female interface 300, as described beloW. 

FIG. 3C illustrates a cross-section of male connector 
interface 100 taken along line B—B of FIG. 2B. Referring 
noW to FIGS. 3A—3C as a group, shoulder 210A is shoWn 
generally centered on ?ange 110A and abutting shaft 200. 
Magnet housing 120 includes magnet receptacle 130 
Wherein a magnet (not shoWn) can be enclosed to create a 
magnetic ?eld around the magnet housing. In practice, 
housing 120 contains a magnet capable of interacting With 
an implantable pump such as the device shoWn in US. Pat. 
No. 4,692,147 (Duggan), assigned to Medtronic, Inc., Min 
neapolis, Minn., and commercially available as the Syn 
chromed infusion pump, both of Which are incorporated by 
reference. Housing 120 is connected to a telemetry module 
of a physician programmer through the mating of male 
connector interface 100 and female connector interface 300, 
described beloW. When housing 120 is moved near to a 
patient’s implanted pump, the pump is activated for pro 
gramming in response to the magnetic ?eld generated by the 
magnet enclosed Within housing 120 and telemetry can be 
initiated. Further, the magnetic attraction between the mag 
net of housing 120 and a magnet of an implanted pump holds 
telemetry head 330 of FIG. 1A in place While the physician 
programmer is communicating With the implanted pump. In 
this Way, the physician or patient is freed from having to 
hold the telemetry head in place during lengthy program 
ming or recharging sessions. 

FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate female connector interface 
300, including at least one overhanging recess 310A and 
310B and at least one locking ridge 320A and 320B there 
upon. When connected, shaft 200 of male interface 100 is 
inserted into depth 340 of female interface 300. Magnet 
housing 120 is turned to rotate male interface 100 90-de 
grees in either direction and thereby slide interface ?anges 
110A and 110B into recesses 310A and 310B. Bearing 
surface 115 on male interface 100 (shoWn in FIGS. 2A—2C) 
and close tolerances alloW for a secure and reliable ?t. Male 
interface 100 is thereby connectively mated to female inter 
face 300. Although shoWn on telemetry module 330, female 
interface 300 can be used in relation to any other device of 
the programming system so long as the tWo devices to be 
connected carry different, interlocking interfaces, i.e., one 
male, one female. 

FIG. 4C illustrates a cross-section of female interface 300 
taken along line C—C of FIG. 4B. FIG. 4D shoWs a detail 
of FIG. 4C. As seen in FIGS. 4C and 4D, locking ridge 320A 
consists of at least tWo peaks 322A, 324A, and valley 326A. 
Although not shoWn in this cross-section, locking ridge 
320B includes similar peaks 322B, 324B, and valley 326B. 
Referring noW to FIGS. 2A—4D as a group, in practice, 
shoulders 210A and 210B engage the peaks and valleys of 
locking ridge 320A and 320B When male interface 100 is 
rotated to slide interface ?anges 110A and 110B Within 
recesses 310A and 310B. The interaction of shoulders 210A 
and 210B With locking ridges 320A and 320B, in conjunc 
tion With bearing surface 115, provides a locking stop 
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6 
position in the rotation of shaft 200 and a tactile indication 
to a user that male interface 100 has securely engaged 
female interface 300. In this Way, any variety and combi 
nation of component devices of an implantable medical 
device programming system, including but not limited to a 
telemetry module of a physician programmer, a patient 
programmer, an ENS, a magnet housing, or a patient 
charger, can be securely connected to one another, so long as 
the tWo devices to be connected carry different, interlocking 
interfaces, i.e., one male and one female. 

FIGS. 5A and 5B illustrate a magnet housing 120 con 
nected to telemetry module 330 via the uniform connector 
interface of the present invention. In this con?guration, 
telemetry module 330 can be used to program an implanted 
pump. Alternatively, magnet housing 120 can be removed, 
and telemetry module 330 can be used to program an INS. 

FIGS. 6A and 6B illustrate a telemetry module 330 
connected to an ENS unit 500 via the uniform connector 
interface of the present invention. In this con?guration, a 
bi-directional communications link exists betWeen the 
telemetry module 330 and the ENS 500 to enable a physician 
programmer like physician programmer 600 shoWn in FIG. 
IE to program the ENS With treatment parameters via the 
bi-directional communications link. The treatment param 
eters may be provided singly or in a batch, or the parameters 
may be provided one at a time in a real-time interactive 
mode. The physician programmer may also upgrade soft 
Ware or operating system of the ENS 500 via this bi 
directional communications link. The ENS 500 may also 
provide certain diagnostic information back to the physician 
programmer including, for example, parameter settings 
(e.g., stimulation frequency, stimulation pulse amplitude, 
stimulation pulse Width, electrode con?guration, etc.), 
patient diagnostic data (e.g., usage data), system diagnostic 
data (e.g., battery status, estimated longevity of implanted 
device, lead system integrity, load impedance, etc.), data on 
device usage, data regarding the last programmer/ENS ses 
sion, the state of the device, con?guration of an INS (e.g., 
simple or complex patient user interface), Whether a valid 
communication channel exists, and the like. 

FIG. 7 illustrates magnet housing 120 connected to telem 
etry module 330 via the uniform connector interface of the 
present invention, and Where telemetry module 330 is 
docked to physician programmer 600. 

Referring noW to FIGS. 1A, 1B, and 5A—7 as a group, it 
is apparent that other component devices of the implantable 
medical treatment system can be connected via the uniform 
connector interface of the present invention. For example, a 
patient programmer, patient charger, or even other telemetry 
modules can be connected to telemetry module 330 so long 
as each device to be connected includes a different uniform 
connector interface, i.e., one male and one female. In this 
Way, a single physician programmer can securely connect to 
any other device of the system and exchange any manner of 
information via a bi-directional communications link. 
Among other advantages, the connected devices can be 
easily handled as one device and are securely placed in close 
proximity to one another for effective telemetry. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A connection system for joining external components 

of an implantable medical device system, the connection 
system comprising: 

a ?rst external medical device component; 
a second external medical device component; 
a male connector shaft on the ?rst external medical device 

component; 
at least one ?ange located on the male connector shaft; 
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a female connector interface on the second external 
medical device component; and 

at least one recess located on the female connector 

interface con?gured to couple With the ?ange of the 
male connector shaft, Wherein at least one of the ?rst 
external medical device component and the second 
external medical device component operatively com 
municates With an implanted medical device of the 
implantable medical device system via telemetry. 

2. The connections system of claim 1 Wherein the ?ange 
is located on a distal end of the male connector shaft. 

3. The connections system of claim 1 Wherein the telem 
etry betWeen one of the ?rst external medical device com 
ponent and the second external medical device component, 
and the implanted medical device is facilitated by at least 
one intermediate device. 

4. A connection system for joining external components 
of an implantable medical device system, the connection 
system comprising: 

a ?rst external medical device component; 
a second external medical device component; 
a male connector shaft on the ?rst external medical device 

component; 
at least one ?ange located on the male connector shaft; 
a female connector interface on the second external 

medical device component; and 
at least one recess located on the female connector 

interface con?gured to couple With the ?ange of the 
male connector shaft, Wherein the ?rst external medical 
device component is selected from the group consisting 
of an external neural stimulator, a patient charger, a 
patient programmer, and a magnet housing. 

5. A connection system for joining external components 
of an implantable medical device system, the connection 
system comprising: 

a ?rst external medical device component; 
a second external medical device component; 
a male connector shaft on the ?rst external medical device 

component; 
at least one ?ange located on the male connector shaft; 
a female connector interface on the second external 

medical device component; and 
at least one recess located on the female connector 

interface con?gured to couple With the ?ange of the 
male connector shaft, Wherein the ?rst external medical 
device component is a physician programmer telemetry 
module. 

6. A connection system for joining external components 
of an implantable medical device system, the connection 
system comprising: 

a ?rst external medical device component; 
a second external medical device component; 
a male connector shaft on the ?rst external medical device 

component; 
at least one ?ange located on the male connector shaft; 
a female connector interface on the second external 

medical device component; and 
at least one recess located on the female connector 

interface con?gured to couple With the ?ange of the 
male connector shalt, Wherein the ?rst external medical 
device component is a ?rst telemetry module and the 
second external medical device component is a second 
telemetry module. 

7. A connector for joining a ?rst external module and a 
second external modules of an implanted medical device, 
comprising in combination: 
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8 
a male connector interface including a shaft, Wherein the 

male connector is associated With one of the external 
modules of the implantable medical device system; 

at least one ?ange located on the shaft; 
at least one locking shoulder located on the ?ange; 
a female connector interface, Wherein the female connec 

tor is associated With another of the external modules of 
the implantable medical device system; 

at least one recess located on the female connector 
interface adapted to couple With the at least one ?ange 
on the shaft; and 

a locking ridge located in the recess adapted to engage the 
locking shoulder of the ?ange of the male connector 
interface, Wherein the male connector interface is 
mounted on the ?rst external module and the female 
connector interface is mounted on the second external 
module, Wherein one of the ?rst and second external 
modules is con?gured to be communicably connected 
to the implanted medical device. 

8. The connector of claim 7 Wherein the ?ange is located 
on a distal end of the shaft. 

9. The connector of claim 7 Wherein one of the ?rst and 
second external modules is con?gured so the connection to 
the implanted medical device is direct. 

10. A connector for joining a ?rst external module and a 
second external modules of an implanted medical device, 
comprising in combination: 

a male connector interface including a shaft, Wherein the 
male connector is associated With one of the external 
modules of the implantable medical device system; 

at least one ?ange located on the shaft; 
at least one locking shoulder located on the ?ange; 
a female connector interface, Wherein the female connec 

tor is associated With another of the external modules of 
the implantable medical device system; 

at least one recess located on the female connector 
interface adapted to couple With the at least one ?ange 
on the shaft; and 

a locking ridge located in the recess adapted to engage the 
locking shoulder of the ?ange of the male connector 
interface, Wherein the male connector interface is 
mounted on the ?rst external module and the female 
connector interface is mounted on the second external 
module, Wherein the ?rst module is selected from the 
group consisting of an external neural stimulator, a 
patient charger, a patient programmer, and a magnet 
housing. 

11. A connector for joining a ?rst external module and a 
second external modules of an implanted medical device, 
comprising in combination: 

a male connector interface including a shaft, Wherein the 
male connector is associated With one of the external 
modules of the implantable medical device system; 

at least one ?ange located on the shaft; 
at least one locking shoulder located on the ?ange; 
a female connector interface, Wherein the female connec 

tor is associated With another of the external modules of 
the implantable medical device system; 

at least one recess located on the female connector 
interface adapted to couple With the at least one ?ange 
on the shaft; and 

a locking ridge located in the recess adapted to engage the 
locking shoulder of the ?ange of the male connector 
interface, Wherein the male connector interface is 
mounted on the ?rst external module and the female 
connector interface is mounted on the second external 
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module, wherein the ?rst module comprises a physician 
programmer telemetry module. 

12. A method of connecting external component devices 
of an implantable medical treatment system, the method 
comprising in combination the steps of: 

providing a ?rst external device of the implantable medi 
cal treatment system With a male connector interface 
having at least one ?ange; 

providing a second external device of the implantable 
medical treatment system With a female connector 
interface having at least one recess; 

inserting the male connector interface of the ?rst external 
device into the female connector interface of the second 
external device; and 

rotating the male and female connector interfaces in 
relation to one another to connectively engage the 
?ange of the male connector interface With the recess of 
the female connector interface. 

13. The method of claim 12, Wherein the step of rotating 
causes a relative rotation betWeen the male connector inter 
face and the female connector interface in the range of 1 to 
179 degrees. 

14. A system for use in treating a patient With electrical 
stimulation; the system comprising: 

an external neural stimulator, the external neural stimu 
lator having a ?rst connector interface; 

a telemetry module, the telemetry module including a 
second connector interface, the second connector inter 
face con?gured to connectively mate With the ?rst 
connector interface Wherein the ?rst connector inter 
face comprises one of a ?ange mounted on a shaft, or 
a recess, and the second connector interface comprises 
the other of the ?ange mounted on a shaft, or a recess; 
and 

a programmer in communication With the telemetry mod 
ule. 

15. The system of claim 14, Wherein the ?rst connector 
interface includes the ?ange mounted on the shaft and the 
second connector interface includes the recess. 

16. The system of claim 14, Wherein the second connector 
interface includes the ?ange mounted on the shaft and the 
?rst connector interface includes the recess. 

17. The system of claim 14, Wherein the communication 
betWeen the programmer and the telemetry module is Wire 
less. 

18. A system for use in communicating betWeen external 
components of an implanted medical treatment system, 
comprising: 

a ?rst external component having a ?rst connector inter 

face; 
a ?rst telemetry module have a second connector inter 

face, the second connector interface con?gured to con 
nect With the ?rst connector interface via the interaction 
betWeen a ?ange located on a shalt and a corresponding 

recess; and 
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10 
a second external component connected to a second 

telemetry module, Whereby the second component 
communicates in a Wireless manner With the ?rst 

telemetry module via the second telemetry module. 

19. The system of claim 18, Wherein the ?rst component 
consist of one of the folloWing: an external neural stimulator, 
a patient programmer, a patient charger or a magnet housing. 

20. The system of claim 18, Wherein the second external 
component includes a ?rst connector interface and the 
second telemetry module includes a second connector inter 
face, and the ?rst connector interface on the second external 
component and the second connector interface on the second 
telemetry module are con?gured to connect together via the 
interaction betWeen a ?ange located on a shaft and a 

corresponding recess. 

21. A system for use in signaling an implanted medical 
device, comprising: 

an external medical device component con?gured to 
provide a ?rst signal 

an external telemetry module con?gured to receive the 
?rst signal and further con?gured to transmit a second 
signal to the implanted device; 

a ?rst connector interface mounted on the external telem 

etry module; and 
a magnet housing having a second connector interface 

con?gured to mate With the ?rst connector interface of 
the external telemetry module, Whereby the ?rst exter 
nal medical device component and the external telem 
etry module can be utilized With or Without the magnet 
housing. 

22. The system of claim 21, Wherein the ?rst connector 
interface includes a shaft and a ?ange mounted on the shaft 
and the second connector interface includes a recess con 

?gured to couple With the ?ange on the shaft of the ?rst 
connector interface. 

23. The system of claim 21, Wherein the second connector 
interface includes a shaft and a ?ange mounted on the shaft 
and the ?rst connector interface includes a recess con?gured 
to couple With the ?ange on the shaft of the second con 
nector interface. 

24. The system of claim 21, Wherein the ?rst connector 
interface further includes a locking shoulder located on the 
?ange and the second connector interface further includes a 
locking ridge located on the recess, the locking ridge con 
?gured to engage the locking shoulder of the ?ange of the 
?rst connector interface 

25. The system of claim 21, Wherein the medical device 
component is a patient programmer. 
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