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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR APPLICATION 
CONTROL IN MEASUREMENT DEVICES 

BACKGROUND 

Measurement devices include such items as oscilloscopes, 
logic analyzers, network analyzers, and spectrum analyZers. 
Since oscilloscopes are the most prevalent of these devices, 
the following discussion Will focus on the oscilloscope With 
the understanding that most of the folloWing discussion 
equally applies to the other measurement devices. 
Modern oscilloscopes are poWerful general purpose tools 

for engineers and technicians Working in a Wide variety of 
jobs across many industries. While their generality is often 
an advantage, there are situations Where customers desire to 
extend the functionality of a general purpose oscilloscope 
into a speci?c application-focused measurement solution. 
One example of such a situation is Universal Serial Bus 
(USB) pre-compliance testing. In order to achieve USB 
interoperability certi?cation, a neW USB device must pass a 
series of performance tests speci?ed by an industry consor 
tium. Of?cial compliance testing is time consuming and 
expensive, and device manufacturers prefer to ascertain 
Whether their neW product is ready for full compliance 
testing via an easy pretest operation that they can perform 
themselves using an oscilloscope. Another example is a disk 
drive read-channel analysis. In order to achieve higher bit 
densities on magnetic media, disk manufacturers are turning 
to PRML (Partial Response Maximum Likelihood) 
approaches. In these approaches, data is stored such that 
individual bits intentionally overlap With adjacent bits, cre 
ating inter-symbol interference. Rather than reading and 
interpreting individual bits based on simple thrcshold detec 
tion, the read-channel processes the head signal from a 
stream of consecutive bits and uses statistical techniques to 
determine the best binary interpretation of the bit stream. In 
this application, customers desire to process the basic volts 
versus time oscilloscope data in a Way that is PRML-aWare, 
so they can verify various aspects of the processing chain 
With respect to the intended signals. Other current examples 
may include jitter analysis and poWer signal analysis. Still 
other applications Will emerge in the future. 

While it is sometimes feasible to include certain applica 
tion-speci?c measurements or functions into the oscillo 
scope, full solutions are often best accomplished through the 
use of a separate program to further process the data 
acquired by the oscilloscope. Such application programs 
typically require deep knoWledge of the target industry and 
involve complex and/or proprietary measurement algo 
rithms. They may be developed by different individuals and 
under different schedules than the oscilloscope itself. Appli 
cations that are unknoWn at the time of the oscilloscope 
development may be created by third parties to capitaliZe on 
neW market opportunities. 

Application programs may be executed on external com 
puters, or on the oscilloscope itself in the case Where the 
oscilloscope is based on an open standard computing plat 
form such as an X86 compatible personal computer (PC). 

Prior application approaches using separate programs 
have been developed for prior systems. HoWever, in these 
approaches the operation is centered on the application 
program and not the oscilloscope. The user interacts With the 
application program, Which may reside on a different 
machine than the oscilloscope, and the application program 
controls the oscilloscope via a programmatic interface such 
as general purpose interface bus (GPIB) (EEE 488). This 
approach captures the bene?ts of de-coupling the application 
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2 
softWare from the oscilloscope, but is disadvantageous in 
that it requires users to change their “home base” from the 
oscilloscope to the application program. If it involves the use 
of an external PC, it is even less desirable from the stand 
point of delivering a single box, turnkey solution. 

There are also existing approaches based on incorporating 
the entire application into the oscilloscope softWare. This 
approach has been practiced extensively by LeCroy Corp. in 
their jitter analysis and disk drive analysis/veri?cation pack 
ages. While it maximiZes the integration attribute, this 
approach presents other dif?culties. One of these is that the 
user interface (UI) to the application must be presented 
Within the basic UI frameWork of the oscilloscope. For 
example, if the oscilloscope UI is based on softkeys, the 
application must fundamentally conform to a softkey para 
digm. This may compromise the utility of the application. 
Another dif?culty is that it may not be possible to develop 
applications independently from the oscilloscope softWare. 
Support for a neW application generally requires a neW 
revision of the oscilloscope softWare. 
LeCroy Corp. also has a “user-de?ned” measurement 

system that alloWs the user to access a Visual Basic (VB) 
script WindoW from Within the oscilloscope application. The 
user then types in a VB script for a custom measurement/ 
math function, closes the VB script WindoW, and then runs 
the custom measurement function on the oscilloscope. 

Another prior art alternative is based on the Component 
Object Model (COM) system supported by Microsoft Inc. 
and other softWare vendors. In this alternative, the oscillo 
scope softWare is developed With a COM interface that 
provides for rich interaction possibilities With applications 
that may be developed in the future. This alternative pro 
vides dc-coupling of the application software from the 
oscilloscope While theoretically alloWing for an integrated 
user interface via menus, dialog boxes and other controls. 
The main disadvantage of this alternative is its complexity, 
both in terms of setting up the oscilloscope With a COM 
interface, and in terms of the Work application developers 
Would have to do to connect their applications to the 
oscilloscope system. Application developers Would have to 
learn about the COM interface and Would have to compile 
their systems using header ?les that Were provided by the 
oscilloscope manufacturer. The oscilloscope manufacturer 
Would likely have to provide means to support multiple 
application development languages and tool chains. 

SUMMARY 

An application control system and method for a measure 
ment device is described. The system and method alloWs for 
the running of a neW application on the measurement device. 
This is accomplished by extending the functionality of the 
measurement device through the neW application While 
retaining the operational feel of an integrated solution. 

In one embodiment, the system includes a measurement 
device comprising a graphical user interface adapted to 
install neW applications and adapted to extend for the 
installation of one of the neW applications by adding at least 
one user interface entry for the one of the neW applications 
to the graphical user interface, and an operating system 
adapted to launch the one of the neW applications using the 
added user interface entry. 

In another embodiment, the method includes installing a 
neW application using a graphical user interface of the 
device, extending the graphical user interface, launching the 
neW application using the extended graphical user interface, 
and controlling the device using the neW application. 
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Other systems, methods, features and advantages of the 
invention Will be or Will become apparent to one With skill 
in the art upon examination of the following ?gures and 
detailed description. It is intended that all such additional 
systems, methods, features and advantages be included 
Within this description, be Within the scope of the invention, 
and be protected by the accompanying claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Various aspects of the invention Will noW be described 
With reference to the folloWing ?gures (“FIGs.”) Which are 
not necessarily draWn to scale, but use the same reference 
numerals to designate corresponding parts throughout each 
of the several vieWs. 

FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram of a digital oscillo 
scope suitable for implementing the system and method of 
the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a functional block diagram of the application 
control block of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is an illustration of a graphical user interface 
having a menu item for upgrading the softWare. 

FIG. 4 is an illustration of the graphical user interface of 
FIG. 3 shoWing the upgrade softWare WindoW. 

FIG. 5 is an illustration of the graphical user interface of 
FIG. 4 shoWing the install application WindoW. 

FIG. 6 is an illustration of a graphical user interface 
shoWing the analyZe menu prior to the loading of the neW 
applications. 

FIG. 7 is an illustration of the graphical user interface of 
FIG. 6 shoWing the analyZe menu after the loading of the 
neW applications. 

FIG. 8 is an illustration of the graphical user interface of 
FIG. 7 shoWing the USB test WindoW. 

FIG. 9 is an example of an AppAccess.dat ?le With the 
data scheme in BNF notation. 

FIG. 10 is an example of a section of the AppAccess.dat 
?le after a pair of applications have been installed. 

FIG. 11 is an example of a block of unique command 
identi?ers. 

FIG. 12 is an example of a message map entry. 
FIG. 13 is an example of a string array reserved for the 

additional applications. 
FIG. 14 is an example of a handler function used to 

execute the correction program When a given application 
menu item is selected. 

FIG. 15 is a ?oWchart for an embodiment of an applica 
tion control method. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The present invention is a system and method for appli 
cation control in a measurement device that may be imple 
mented in any computer-based measurement device. In one 
preferred embodiment of the present invention, the applica 
tion control system is implemented in a measurement 
device, such as a digital or analog oscilloscope, logic 
analyZer, netWork analyZer, or spectrum analyZer, etc. The 
folloWing description Will describe the embodiment for a 
digital oscilloscope, hoWever, the system and method of the 
present invention could be utiliZed in any of the above 
mentioned measurement devices or any other computer 
based measurement device. 

FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram of an exemplary 
digital oscilloscope suitable for implementing the applica 
tion control system and method of the present invention. The 
present invention is built on the basic system design 
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4 
Whereby applications are implemented as separate programs 
from the main oscilloscope program. 
A PC-based oscilloscope, such as an Agilent In?niium 

product, is used so that the application programs may be 
executed on the same machine as the oscilloscope program. 
To the basic frameWork of the PC-based oscilloscope, the 
folloWing elements are added: 1) the ability to install neW 
applications from the oscilloscope’s user interface; 2) the 
ability to extend the oscilloscope’s menu system When a neW 
application is installed; 3) the ability to launch (invoke) 
applications using the augmented elements of the oscillo 
scope’s menu system; and 4) the ability for the application 
to control the oscilloscope using an existing, Well-under 
stood interface. 

These added elements are designed so that applications 
may be developed and installed Without having to revise the 
oscilloscope softWare, an important advantage of the present 
invention. This is possible because each element essentially 
describes an interface (a consistent, agreed upon system for 
interaction) that helps implement the associated functional 
ity. 
The digital oscilloscope 100 includes commonly-avail 

able digital oscilloscope functionality designed to acquire, 
analyZe and display a Wide variety of signals, generally in 
terms of the voltage of the signals versus time. The digital 
oscilloscope 100 preferably includes a general purpose 
computer system, Which is programmable using a high level 
computer programming language, and specially pro 
grammed, special purpose hardWare for performing signal 
acquisition, analysis and display functions. 
The digital oscilloscope 100 includes a processor 102, a 

memory unit 104, input/output (I/O) interface cards 106, 
storage units such as a hard disk drive 107, a ?oppy disk 
drive 109, and a compact disk (CD) drive 111, one or more 
input devices such as front keyboard panel 108 and pointing 
devices 110 and display 112. The memory 104 is used for 
storage of program instructions and for storage of results of 
calculations performed by the processor 102. In a preferred 
embodiment, the memory 104 includes random access 
memory The display 112 is preferably a liquid 
crystal display and is logically or physically divided into an 
array of picture elements (pixels). The input/output (I/O) 
interface cards 106 may be modem cards, netWork interface 
cards, sound cards, general purpose interface bus (GPIB) 
interface cards, universal serial bus (USB) interface cards, 
RS-232 interface cards, etc. 
The processor 102 is typically a commercially available 

processor, such as the Pentium microprocessor from Intel 
Corporation, PoWerPC microprocessor, SPARC processor, 
PA-RISC processor or 68000 series microprocessor. Many 
other processors are also available. Such a processor usually 
executes a program referred to as an operating system 114, 
such as the various versions of the WindoWs operating 
systems from Microsoft Corporation, the NetWare operating 
system available from Novell, Inc., or the Unix operating 
system available from many vendors such as Sun Micro 
systems, Inc., The HeWlett-Packard Company and AT&T. 
The operating system 114 controls the execution of other 
computer programs, such as a graphical user interface (GUI) 
116 and application control system 118, and provides sched 
uling, input-output control, ?le and data management, 
memory management, and communication control and 
related services. The processor 102 and operating system 
114 de?ne a computer system shoWn by dashed block 101, 
for Which application programs in high level programming 
languages are Written. The functional elements of the digital 
oscilloscope 100 communicate With each other via bus 120. 
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The digital oscilloscope 100 includes a signal acquisition 
system 122, a oscilloscope interface card 124 and video 
display controller 126. The signal acquisition system 122 
includes scaling and conditioning unit 128 that receives 
input signals through channel inputs 130. The scaling and 
conditioning unit 128 and acquisition unit 132 include 
Well-knoWn high frequency electronics for signal acquisi 
tion, signal conditioning, and analog-to-digital conversion, 
all of Which are controlled by the computer system 101 and 
are considered to be Well-knoWn in the art. A timebase 134 
drives the analog-to-digital conversion process performed in 
acquisition unit 132, specifying input sampling timing and 
frequency. A trigger 136 synchroniZes the acquisition pro 
cess through the timebase 134, enabling the user to arrange 
a trigger event to obtain a stable Waveform display of the 
desired features of one or more of the input signals. Trigger 
136 may be based upon a line synchroniZation or auxiliary 
trigger input, as is Well knoWn in the art. 
A Waveform analyZer 138 performs measurement pro 

cesses for developing the Waveform for display. The Wave 
form analyZer 138 contains hardWare and softWare to per 
form Well-knoWn operations such as setting the analog-to 
digital codes for the acquisition unit 132 and mapping the 
resulting digital information to the physical pixel locations, 
Which are ultimately presented on display 112 under the 
control of GUI 116. The pointing device 110 and/or the 
keyboard 108 are used to move a cursor on the GUI 
controlled display 112 to select display elements under the 
cursor. The pointing device 110 may include any number of 
pointing devices such as a mouse, trackball or joystick. Of 
course, the cursor may be controlled With one or more 

keyboards 108 located externally or integrated into a front 
panel of the digital oscilloscope 100. 

The oscilloscope interface card 124 includes a video 
controller 140 that controls the rendering of pixels into the 
Waveform random access memory (RAM) 142. The oscil 
loscope interface card 124 also receives display element 
control commands and cursor input information from the 
front panel keyboard 108 and the pointing device(s) 110. 
The Waveform RAM 142 includes a data structure for each 
pixel location on the display 112. The data structures contain 
information regarding every display element that is to be 
draWn at each pixel location. Although there may be mul 
tiple display elements Which are to be draWn at a given pixel 
location, only one color may be rendered at that location. A 
Waveform RAM 142 supplies a priority encoder 144 With 
this information. 

The priority encoder 144 prioritiZes the competing display 
elements. For example, if the user arranged a marker and a 
Waveform such that they are located in the same pixel 
location, then the priority encoder 144 selects that display 
element With a highest predetermined priority. In such an 
example, the color of the marker is rendered at the pixel 
location providing a display that appears to shoW the marker 
over the Waveform. The priority encoder then sends the 
selected color to the VRAM 146, Which then causes the pixel 
to be rendered in the indicated color. 

The video display controller 126 includes a dynamic 
random access memory (DRAM) 148 Which contains data 
specifying a color for each pixel in the display 112. Like 
Wise, a video random access memory (VRAM) 146 also 
contains data specifying a color for each pixel in the display 
112. The computer system 101 controls the information in 
DRAM 148 While the signal acquisition system 122 controls 
information in the VRAM 146. For each pixel in the display 
112, the video controller 126 selects Whether the pixel in the 
display 112 is speci?ed from VRAM 146 or DRAM 148. In 
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6 
general, information in VRAM 146 includes digitiZed Wave 
forms being generated by the signal acquisition system 122 
With high rates of change that are typically too fast for 
softWare processing by the computer system 101 to provide 
a real-time display of the Waveform on display 112. 

Video display controller 126 includes a controller 150 and 
a multiplexer 152. Controller 150 controls Which of the tWo 
inputs to the multiplexer 152 are processed into display 
signals for transmission to the display 112 under the control 
of the graphical user interface 116. The controller 150 
typically monitors color data sent from the DRAM 148 and 
may be programmed to sWitch the multiplexer 152 to a 
different input When a particular programmed color is 
received from the DRAM 148. A rectangular pixel area is 
typically de?ned Within DRAM 148 With the programmed 
color, typically dark gray. The programmed color is not 
displayed, but instead serves as a data path sWitch control for 
the multiplexer 152. Therefore, Within the programmed 
color rectangle, display data comes from VRAM 146. When 
various control functions are needed, an interactive dialog 
box is draWn Within the programmed color rectangle by the 
controller 150. 

FIG. 2 shoWs a block diagram of the application control 
system 118. The application control system includes an 
installation interface 160, an extension interface 162, a 
launch interface 164, and control interface 166. The appli 
cation control system implements methods for installing a 
neW application, extending the oscilloscope’s menu system, 
launching the neW application With the extended menu 
system, and controlling the oscilloscope With the neW appli 
cation. 
The software routines for performing the application 

control methodology in accordance With the invention typi 
cally reside in memory 104 (FIG. 1) and/or hard disk drive 
107 (FIG. 1). 

Preferably, the application control system 118 is imple 
mented in any Well-knoWn programming language such as C 
or C++. Those having ordinary skill in the art Will appreciate 
that different implementations, including different function 
names, programming languages, data structures, and/or 
algorithms may also be used in embodiments of the present 
invention other than those described beloW. It should be 
further understood that the invention is not limited to a 
particular computer platform, particular operating system, 
particular processor, or particular high level programming 
language, and that the hardWare components identi?ed 
above are given by Way of example only. The application 
control system may be implemented, for example, in dedi 
cated hardWare, ?rmWare, or any combination thereof. 

FIGS. 3—8 are illustrations of WindoWs rendered by the 
graphical user interface 116. In each illustrated display, a 
menu 174 and Waveforms 176, 178 are displayed Within a 
WindoW 172. Aperimeter area 170 of WindoW 172 is de?ned 
Within the DRAM 148 by a WindoWs operating system 
running on computer system 101. 

FIGS. 3—5 shoW the WindoWs used by the installation 
interface 160. The installation interface 160 includes a menu 
item 180 and a pair of dialog boxes 182, 184 that are 
implemented in the oscilloscope’s operating system 114. 
The menu item 180 (FIG. 3) launches the dialog box 182 
(FIG. 4) from Which the user is asked Whether they are 
upgrading the softWare or installing an application. Upon 
selecting the installation of an application in the dialog box 
182, the dialog box 184 is launched, from Which the user is 
instructed to insert the media containing the application 
softWare. The oscilloscope then runs a batch ?le that termi 
nates the operation of the oscilloscope, runs the applica 
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tion’s installation program, and then reboots the oscillo 
scope. Terminating the operation of the oscilloscope and 
rebooting are required in order to accommodate applications 
that must install neW copies of system dynamic link libraries 
(DLLs). Upon rebooting, the oscilloscope operating system 
114 is re-launched. 

The neW application may be stored on a computer 
readable medium such as, for example, a magnetic disk, a 
compact disc or magnetic tape and may be loaded into the 
digital oscilloscope 100 using an appropriate peripheral 
device as knoWn to those having ordinary skill in the art, 
such as ?oppy disk drive 109 or compact disk drive 111. 

The extension interface 162 (FIG. 2) is used to augment 
the GUI 116 of the oscilloscope to incorporate the function 
of accessing the added application feature(s). The extension 
interface 162 is based on a declarative methodology Where 
each application inserts textual information into a special 
?le, referred to as an “AppAccess.dat” ?le, as part of its 
installation process. This ?le is read by the oscilloscope and 
used to create additional user interface entries from Which an 
application can be launched and potentially controlled. The 
augmentation to the oscilloscope GUI could take many 
forms. For example, a neW menu item, a neW toolbar button, 
a neW measurement selection, etc., could be speci?ed in the 
AppAccess.dat ?le. The extension data in this ?le is in text 
format to facilitate clarity and alloW users or third parties to 
manually edit the ?les as part of the application development 
process. 

The folloWing discussion of the extension interface gram 
mar Will concentrate on a speci?c example of adding neW 
menu entries for a USB Test application and a PRML 
application. HoWever, the extension interface is in no Way 
limited to menu entries. The EXTENSION_ENTRY (FIG. 
9) ?rst speci?es the type of object being added. The added 
object could be a menu item (as it is in this example), a 
toolbar button, or any other object that could appear in the 
oscilloscope GUI. 

The data format found in the AppAccess.dat ?le is such 
that menu items may be added anyWhere in the oscillo 
scope’s menu hierarchy, and each menu item may be asso 
ciated With either a submenu or an application program that 
is to be invoked When the menu item is selected. The 
complete data methodology may be vieWed as grammar that 
is described in Backus Naur Form (BNF) notation in FIG. 9. 
In BNF notation, non-terminals (items Which are de?ned in 
terms of other non-terminals and terminals) are indicated as 
uppercase symbols, terminals (items Which require no fur 
ther de?nition) are indicated as loWercase symbols, and 
literals (literal Words themselves) are indicated in quotes. 

Special meanings for the data scheme of FIG. 9 include 
the folloWing: 

Setting number to —1 speci?es the last position in the 
menu. 

Setting EXECUTABLE_ENTRY to null speci?es a popup 
(subordinate) menu. 

Executable ?les are assumed to reside in the c:\scope\apps 
directory. 

Alternatively, fully-quali?ed path names may be given. 
The ITEM_TYPE lists some of the possible extension that 

could be speci?ed. In this example the ITEM_TYPE Would 
be the literal “ITEM_MENU.” Different item types Would 
dictate different data in the ENTRY_DATA ?eld appropriate 
to the desired item. Also, While illustrated using the above 
BNF description, the extension grammar may in fact be 
structured differently. For example, the grammar could be 
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8 
arranged so that the major non-terminals forming the right 
hand side of the EXTENSION_ENTRY rule could occur in 
any order. 
The menu _path_string terminal is a string Which speci?es 

both the neW item and the location in the existing oscillo 
scope menu hierarchy at Which the neW item is to be added. 
For example, the text “MAIN\AnalyZe\&USB Test” 
instructs the processor to insert a neW menu item called 
“USB Test” in the existing “Analyze” submenu. The MAIN 
designation indicates the main oscilloscope menu; this 
alloWs the system to account for cases Where multiple menus 
may be used in the oscilloscope. The ampersand (&) symbol 
in the string indicates a shortcut key request to the oscillo 
scope as to Which character in the neW menu item should be 
underscored as part of implementing and communicating the 
keyboard shortcut for the menu item. Shortcut characters 
must be unique Within a submenu, so the request may be 
overridden by the oscilloscope if it con?icts With an existing 
shortcut Within the submenu. Omitting a shortcut key 
request is acceptable; in such cases the oscilloscope Will 
select a shortcut key automatically. If the leading elements 
of menu _path_string do not match the actual oscilloscope 
menu, the neW item Will be installed at a default location, for 
example at the bottom of the “Analyze” menu. 

FIG. 10 shoWs a more complete example of a section of 
the AppAccess.dat ?le after the USB Test and PRML 
applications have been installed. Each extension line is 
terminated by a ‘;’ character. Assuming the basic oscillo 
scope menu structure is as shoWn in FIG. 6 having menu list 
186, the AppAccess.dat ?le of FIG. 10 leads to the aug 
mented menu structure shoWn in FIG. 7, Which includes neW 
menu items 188, 190 and sub-items 192, 194. 
The launch interface 164 (FIG. 2) is implemented Within 

the oscilloscope operating system 114 using data structures 
provided by the Microsoft Visual C++ softWare develop 
ment environment. Asimilar interface could be implemented 
using a different programming language, Whereby the exact 
nature of the implementation is not critical to the present 
invention. The C++ implementation is described here for 
completeness. First, a block of unique command identi?ers 
is reserved. Each identi?er is a symbol With an associated 
numeric value. The numeric values constitute a contiguous 
series. For example, the identi?ers may be set up as shoWn 
in FIG. 11. 

Next, a message map entry is created as shoWn in FIG. 12. 
This causes any commands that are generated as a result of 
a user interface selection (a menu selection, toolbar selec 
tion, etc.) associated With identi?ers in the given range to be 
routed to the same handler function, OnAppCommand. 

Finally, space for an array of strings is reserved. Each 
string represents the executable ?lename (including any 
arguments) that is to be associated With a given application 
selection. At run time, When the oscilloscope reads the 
AppAccess.dat ?le, the oscilloscope associates the next 
available command identi?er With each successive neW 
extension entry, and the oscilloscope stores the executable 
?lename in the next available position in the string array. For 
the example given above, the string array Would appear as 
shoWn in FIG. 13. 
The handler function uses this array to execute the correct 

program When a given application menu item is selected by 
the user as shoWn in FIG. 14. The value of the initial 
identi?er in the range is subtracted from the actual command 
value in order to index into the array correctly beginning a 
position 0. 

The launch interface 164 supports the de-coupling of 
application development from the oscilloscope development 
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because the launch interface requires no advance knowledge 
of the exact applications that may be developed. 

The control interface 166 (FIG. 2) leverages an existing 
remote control mechanism by Which external programs may 
control nearly all aspects of the oscilloscope’s functionality. 
The remote control mechanism, included in the I/ O card 106 
(FIG. 1) may be a general purpose interface bus (GPIB) 
interface, a universal serial bus (USB) interface, an RS-232 
interface, or other suitable interface. 

For this discussion, a GPIB interface Will be used. The 
GPIB interface alloWs IEEE 488 commands to be issued to 
the oscilloscope over a local area netWork (LAN) physical 
interface. When external programs make use of this capa 
bility, they must specify the LAN address of the oscilloscope 
in order to uniquely identify the recipient device on the 
netWork. An internal program (programs running on the 
same machine as the oscilloscope) speci?es the special LAN 
identi?er “localhost.” This alloWs the application to com 
municate With the oscilloscope directly. This invention 
makes use of this latter capability because it is based on 
application programs running on the oscilloscope. IEEE 488 
commands are a convenient mechanism for an application to 
control the oscilloscope, because IEEE 488 programming is 
Well understood by many engineers Who may be involved in 
developing oscilloscope applications. Using these com 
mands for applications is also convenient for oscilloscope 
manufacturers because it lets them avoid developing a 
separate interface solely to support applications. 

FIG. 8 shoWs the execution of an exemplary application 
pertaining to USB testing With USB Test WindoW 196. While 
the USB Test WindoW 196 appears to be a dialog box, it is 
actually a separate application. In many cases the application 
WindoW Will be maximiZed, appearing entirely on top of the 
oscilloscope WindoW area 170. 

FIG. 15 shoWs the architecture, functionality, and opera 
tion of an application control method 200 that may be 
implemented With the oscilloscope shoWn in FIG. 1 and/or 
other measurement devices. Each block in FIG. 15 repre 
sents an activity, step, module, segment, or portion of 
computer code that Will typically comprise one or more 
executable instructions for implementing the speci?ed logi 
cal function(s). HoWever, a variety of other of computer, 
electrical, electronic, mechanical, and/or manual systems 
may also be similarly con?gured to operate in a similar 
manner. It should also be noted that, in various alternative 
implementations, the functions noted in the blocks Will 
occur in an order different than noted in ?gures. For 
example, multiple functions in different blocks may be 
executed substantially concurrently, in a different order, 
incompletely, and/or over an extended period of time, 
depending upon the functionality involved. Various steps 
may also be completed manually. 

The application control method 200 begins With the 
installation of a neW application using the device’s graphical 
user interface at step 210. At step 220, the device’s menu 
system is extended to incorporate at least one user interface 
entry for the neW application. After the device’s menu 
system has been extended, the neW application may be 
launched using the device’s extended menu system in step 
230. At step 240, the neW application controls the device 
through a remote control mechanism. 
As noted above the application control method 200 shoWn 

in FIG. 15 is implemented in softWare. The application 
control method 200 may be part of a source program (or 
“source code”), executable program (“object code”), script, 
or any other entity comprising a set of instructions to be 
performed as described in more detail beloW. Such software 
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10 
may be Written using an object oriented programming lan 
guage having classes of data and methods, and/or a proce 
dure programming language, having routines, subroutines, 
and/or functions. For example, suitable programming lan 
guages include, but are not limited to, C, C++, Pascal, Basic, 
Fortran, Cobol, Perl, Java, and Ada. 

Such softWare may be stored on any computer readable 
medium for use by, or in connection With, any computer 
related system or method. For example, the computer read 
able medium may include any electronic, magnetic, optical, 
or other physical device or means that can contain or store 

a computer program for use by, or in connection With, a 
computer-related system or method. The computer-related 
system may be any instruction execution system, apparatus, 
or device, such as a computer-based system, processor 
containing system, or other system that can fetch the instruc 
tions from the instruction execution system, apparatus, or 
device and then execute those instructions. Computer-read 
able medium therefore includes any means that Will store, 
communicate, propagate, or transport the program for use 
by, or in connection With, the instruction execution system, 
apparatus, or device. 

For example, the computer readable medium may take a 
variety of forms including, but is not limited to, an elec 
tronic, magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semi 
conductor system, apparatus, device, or propagation 
medium. More speci?c examples of a computer-readable 
medium include, but are not limited to, an electrical con 
nection (electronic) having one or more Wires, a portable 
computer diskette (magnetic), a random access memory 
(“RAM”) (electronic), a read-only memory (“ROM”) (elec 
tronic), an erasable programmable read-only memory 
(“EPROM,” “EEPROM,” or Flash memory) (electronic), an 
optical ?ber (optical), and a portable compact disc read-only 
memory (“CDROM”) (optical). The computer readable 
medium could even be paper or another suitable medium 
upon Which the program is printed, as the program can be 
electronically captured, for instance via optical sensing or 
scanning of the paper, and then compiled, interpreted or 
otherWise processed in a suitable manner before being stored 
in a memory. 

In a typical embodiment, once the softWare implementa 
tion of the application control method shoWn in FIG. 15 is 
accessed, a processor Will typically be con?gured to execute 
instructions corresponding to the method 200 in conjunction 
With an operating system stored Within a memory. The 
processor Will also receive and execute further instructions 
and data stored in memory or made available from various 
input/output devices (such as the source and/or detector 
assemblies discussed above) so as to generally operate the 
system pursuant to the instructions and data contained in the 
softWare. 
The invention has several advantages over previous 

approaches. Unlike approaches centered around standalone 
applications programs that may run on a separate computer, 
the present invention solution is center around the oscillo 
scope. The user installs and invokes the application program 
from the oscilloscope, Which is his or her natural and 
preferred device for interaction. The application runs on the 
same computer as the oscilloscope and the connectivity 
betWeen the application and the oscilloscope is intrinsic, 
delivering a seamless control interface. Because the oscil 
loscope launches the application and the application then 
controls the oscilloscope, the tWo programs constitute a 
cooperating system that the user perceives as an integrated 
solution. Running all the applications from the oscilloscope 
is an advantage With respect to ease of use. 
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It is envisioned that the installation implementation 
described above using the GUI could be replaced With a 
method of installation With little or no operator interface 
With the GUI. For example, a bootable disk that installs the 
application and necessary GUI/con?guration ?les/data could 
be utiliZed. In this case, the installation GUI may prompt the 
user to reboot the oscilloscope or merely inform the user that 
the oscilloscope Will be automatically rebooted to complete 
the installation. 

It is also envisioned that during the extension of the 
oscilloscope a neW “.dat” ?le could be speci?ed by the neW 
application and be loaded by the oscilloscope program. This 
could be implemented by having the oscilloscope applica 
tion boot up and search a speci?c directory (for example, 
C:\scope\app_extension_data) for all “.dat” ?les, and then 
loading each one in turn. This method has the additional 
desirable attribute of isolating data about a speci?c exten 
sion application to a speci?c ?le. This method may also 
simplify installation of other tools/applications as the GUI 
extension-?le (the “.dat” ?le) merely needs to be copied into 
the appropriate directory. Basically, the GUI-extension data 
could shoW up in a single “.dat” ?le or in multiple “.dat” 
?les. 

Unlike approaches based on incorporating the entire 
application functionality into the oscilloscope itself, the 
present invention alloWs applications to be developed inde 
pendently of the oscilloscope softWare, and it alloWs appli 
cations ?exibility in the Ways they use for interacting With 
the user. Unlike alternatives based on the COM architecture, 
the present invention is simpler and more accessible to a 
Wider range of application developers. The system overhead 
required by the present invention and knowledge required to 
make effective use of it is minimal. 

It should be emphasiZed that the embodiments described 
above, and particularly any “preferred” embodiments, are 
merely examples of various implementations that have been 
set forth here to provide a clear understanding of various 
aspects of the invention. One of ordinary skill Will be able 
to alter many of these embodiments Without substantially 
departing from scope of protection de?ned solely by the 
proper construction of the folloWing claims. 

The invention claimed is: 
1. A measurement device adapted to acquire and process 

data from an external device and display a representation of 
the data, said measurement device comprising: 

a graphical user interface logic adapted to display the 
representation of the data on a graphical user interface; 

application control logic adapted to receive text informa 
tion from an application into a user-editable text ?le 
and adapted to extend functionality of the measurement 
device by augmenting the functionality of the graphical 
user interface With the text information, Wherein the 
text information speci?es an object to be displayed on 
the graphical user interface and an insertion location of 
the object in the graphical user interface; 

a remote control mechanism to alloW the one of the neW 

applications to control the measurement device; and 
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Wherein the application control comprises: 
an install interface to install a neW application using the 

graphical user interface; 
an extension interface to extend the graphical user inter 

face to accommodate the neW application; 
a launch interface to launch the neW application using the 

extended graphical user interface; and 
a control interface to alloW the neW application to control 

the measurement device through the remote control 
mechanism of the measurement device. 

2. The measurement device of claim 1, Wherein the 
remote control mechanism includes a general purpose inter 
face bus interface. 

3. The measurement device of claim 1, Wherein the 
remote control mechanism includes an RS-232 interface. 

4. The measurement device of claim 1, Wherein the 
remote control mechanism includes a universal serial bus 
interface. 

5. The measurement device of claim 1, Wherein the 
graphical user interface includes a menu item and dialog box 
for installation of neW applications. 

6. The measurement device of claim 1, further comprising 
a storage unit for loading of neW applications. 

7. The measurement device of claim 6, Wherein the 
storage unit is a ?oppy disk drive. 

8. The measurement device of claim 6, Wherein the 
storage unit is a compact disk drive. 

9. The measurement device of claim 1, Wherein the text 
?le is used to create at least one user interface entry 
corresponding to the graphical user interface. 

10. The measurement device of claim 1, Wherein the 
measurement device is an oscilloscope. 

11. The measurement device of claim 1, Wherein the 
installation interface includes a menu item. 

12. The measurement device of claim 1, Wherein instal 
lation interface includes a menu item and a dialog box. 

13. The measurement device of claim 1, Wherein the 
extension interface is con?gured to generate the text ?le. 

14. The measurement device of claim 13, Wherein the text 
?le includes a data format to alloW menu items to be added 
throughout a menu hierarchy of the measurement device. 

15. The measurement device of claim 1, further compris 
ing an operating system, Wherein the launch interface is 
located in the operating system. 

16. The measurement device of claim 1, Wherein the 
launch interface includes data structures provided by the 
Microsoft Visual C++ softWare development environment. 

17. The measurement device of claim 1, Wherein the 
launch interface is con?gured to: 

reserve a block of unique command identi?ers; 
create a message map entry; and 
reserve space for an array of strings. 
18. The measurement device of claim 17, Wherein each 

command identi?er is a symbol With an associated numeric 
value. 
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