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CHILD AND ADULT TRANSPORTING 
STROLLER SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to child strollers and more 

particularly pertains to a neW child and adult transporting 
stroller system that assists the user to move the stroller 
betWeen locations. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
The use of child strollers is knoWn in the prior art. Various 

stroller con?gurations have been proposed for carrying 
additional cargo and children on the stroller in addition to 
the child seated in the stroller. While these proposed stroller 
con?gurations can be helpful, they do little or nothing to 
relieve the burden on the person pushing the stroller laden 
With the additional cargo and children. 

It is believed that there is a need in the art for a stroller that 
is capable not only of carrying additional cargo and children, 
but also relieves some of the burden on the person that has 
to move the stroller from location to location. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In vieW of the foregoing disadvantages inherent in the 
knoWn types of child strollers noW present in the prior art, 
the present invention provides a neW child and adult trans 
porting stroller system that assists the user to move the 
stroller betWeen locations. 

To attain this, the present invention discloses a child and 
adult transporting stroller system that provides an adult ride 
along function. The system includes a frame having a front 
and a rear and lateral sides, a child supporting seat mounted 
on the frame, ground engaging means for engaging a ground 
surface and supporting the frame on the ground surface, 
moving means for rotating the ground engaging means for 
moving the frame over the ground surface, and steering 
means for steering movement of the frame. The system also 
includes an auxiliary person support platform assembly 
mounted on the frame. The auxiliary person support plat 
form assembly includes a platform that is pivotable betWeen 
a loWered, person supporting position and a raised, stored 
position. 

There has thus been outlined, rather broadly, the more 
important features of the invention in order that the detailed 
description thereof that folloWs may be better understood, 
and in order that the present contribution to the art may be 
better appreciated. There are additional features of the 
invention that Will be described hereinafter and Which Will 
form the subject matter of the claims appended hereto. 

In this respect, before explaining at least one embodiment 
of the invention in detail, it is to be understood that the 
invention is not limited in its application to the details of 
construction and to the arrangements of the components set 
forth in the folloWing description or illustrated in the draW 
ings. The invention is capable of other embodiments and of 
being practiced and carried out in various Ways. Also, it is 
to be understood that the phraseology and terminology 
employed herein are for the purpose of description and 
should not be regarded as limiting. 
As such, those skilled in the art Will appreciate that the 

conception, upon Which this disclosure is based, may readily 
be utiliZed as a basis for the designing of other structures, 
methods and systems for carrying out the several purposes 
of the present invention. It is important, therefore, that the 
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2 
claims be regarded as including such equivalent construc 
tions insofar as they do not depart from the spirit and scope 
of the present invention. 
One signi?cant advantage of the present invention is the 

ability to carry additional children and even cargo on the 
stroller of the invention, While not placing the entire burden 
of the added Weight of these items on the user trying to move 
the stroller. 

Further advantages of the invention, along With the vari 
ous features of novelty Which characteriZe the invention, are 
pointed out particularly in the claims annexed to and form 
ing a part of this disclosure. For a better understanding of the 
invention, its operating advantages and the speci?c objects 
attained by its uses, reference should be made to the accom 
panying draWings and descriptive matter in Which there are 
illustrated preferred embodiments of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention Will be better understood and objects of the 
invention Will become apparent When consideration is given 
to the folloWing detailed description thereof. Such descrip 
tion makes reference to the annexed draWings Wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a schematic side vieW of a neW child and adult 
transporting stroller system according to the present inven 
tion. 

FIG. 2 is a schematic top vieW of a rear portion of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 3 is a schematic side vieW of a rear portion of the 
present invention particularly illustrating a number of 
optional features that may be included in the present inven 
tion. 

FIG. 4 is a schematic ?oW diagram of poWer movement 
through the present invention. 

FIG. 5 is a schematic ?oW diagram of a steering aspect of 
the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

With reference noW to the draWings, and in particular to 
FIGS. 1 through 5 thereof, a neW child and adult transporting 
stroller system embodying the principles and concepts of the 
present invention and generally designated by the reference 
numeral 10 Will be described. 
The present invention comprises a child and adult trans 

porting stroller system 10 that features an adult ride along 
function that permits an adult to ride along With the stroller 
system either in a standing or seated position. In general, the 
stroller system 10 generally comprises a frame 12 With 
ground engaging means mounted thereon, a moving means 
for moving the ground engaging means to move the stroller 
system, steering means for steering movement of the stroller 
system, and an auxiliary person support platform assembly 
mounted on the frame for supporting a person moving With 
the stroller system. 

In particular, the frame 12 of the system 10 has a front 14, 
a rear 16, and lateral sides 18, 19. The system also includes 
a child supporting seat 20 mounted on the frame 12, and the 
seat 20 may be located toWard the front 14 of the frame 12. 
Optionally, a second child supporting seat 22 my be 
mounted on the frame 12, and as a further option a third 
child supporting seat (not shoWn) may also be mounted on 
the frame 12. Optionally, a cargo box may be positioned on 
the stroller system 10 at a location, for example, behind the 
seats 20, 22. 
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The system 10 may also include ground engaging means 
for engaging a ground surface 2 and supporting the frame 12 
on the ground surface. In one embodiment of the invention, 
the ground engaging means is embodied as at least one front 
Wheel 26, and preferably a pair of Wheels 26, that are 
mounted on the frame 12 toWard the front 14 of the frame, 
and a pair of rear Wheels 28, 29 mounted on the frame 12 
toWard the rear 16 of the frame. Optionally, in another 
embodiment of the invention (not shoWn), a pair of front 
Wheels may be mounted on the frame 12. 

The stroller system 10 may include locking means for 
selectively locking rotation of at least one of the Wheels for 
resisting movement of the frame over the ground surface. 
Such locking means may take the form of knoWn braking 
systems that apply pressure to one of the Wheels to resist 
rotation, or a member that mechanically interlocks With a 
portion of the Wheel of a drive train linked to the Wheel. 
Additionally, the stroller system 10 may include braking 
means for sloWing rotation (as opposed to preventing rota 
tion) of one or more of the Wheels 26, 28, 29 of the stroller 
system 10. Optionally, the locking means and the braking 
means may be integrated together so that these functions are 
performed by the same structure. 

Signi?cantly, the front Wheel or Wheels 26, or optionally 
the pair of rear Wheels 28, 29, are pivotable about a 
substantially vertical axis for permitting steering of move 
ment of the frame. In the most preferred embodiments of the 
invention, the front Wheel or Wheels 26 are pivotable With 
respect to the frame 12. 

The system also includes moving means for rotating the 
ground engaging means (such as, for example, the rear 
Wheels 28, 29) for moving the frame over the ground 
surface. In the illustrative embodiment of the invention, the 
moving means is embodied by a motor 30 supported on the 
frame 12 and transfer means 32 supported on the frame for 
transferring rotation from the motor 30 to at least one of the 
rear Wheels 28, 29 of the ground engaging means. As Will be 
appreciated by those skilled in the art, this transfer of 
rotation may be accomplished by a combination of shafts 
and gears linking the motor 30 to the Wheels 28, 29. 
Optionally, the rear Wheels 28, 29 may be linked together by 
a shaft or axle that, When rotated, Will in turn rotate each of 
the Wheels 28, 29. The moving means may also include 
poWer means supported on the frame 12 for poWering the 
motor 30. In one embodiment of the system 10, the poWer 
means comprises a battery 34, and preferably the battery is 
rechargeable. Illustratively, the battery 34 may be positioned 
beloW the seats 20, 22, and may be positioned forWard of the 
rear Wheels 28, 29. 

The system 10 also includes steering means for steering 
movement of the frame 12. In one embodiment of the 
invention, the steering means includes a steering handle 
assembly 36 that is mounted on the frame 12. The steering 
handle assembly 36 is rotatable about a substantially vertical 
axis, and may comprise a steering upright 38 and a steering 
cross bar 40. The steering upright 38 may be mounted on the 
frame in a manner that permits rotation With respect to the 
frame 12 about a longitudinal axis of the steering upright to 
thereby permit the rotation of the steering handle assembly. 
The steering cross bar 40 is mounted on the steering upright 
38 toWard an upper end of the steering upright, and may 
extend laterally from the steering upright. 

The system 10 may also include control means for con 
trolling movement of the stroller frame. The control means 
may include a throttle 44 that is mounted on the steering 
cross bar 40 in a location for being gripped and actuated by 
the hand of the user. The throttle 44 may control the How of 
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4 
electricity to the motor 30 for controlling the speed of 
rotation of the motor and thereby controlling the speed of 
movement of the frame 12 of the stroller system 10 across 
the ground. The throttle 44 may also be adapted to control 
the direction of rotation of the motor to thereby control the 
direction of movement of the frame 12 of the stroller system 
10 across the ground. 
The control means may also include a brake lever 46 that 

is mounted on the steering cross bar 40 for being actuated by 
a hand of the user. The brake lever 46 may be actuated by 
the user to cause the braking means to be activated for 
sloWing or stopping the rotation of the Wheels 28, 29 and 
movement of the stroller system 10 across the ground. The 
control means may also include a horn actuator 48 mounted 
on the steering cross bar 40 for being actuated by a hand of 
the user, and may be linked to a sound producing device 50 
that produces a sound suf?ciently loud to gain the attention 
of others When being approached by the stroller system 10. 
The sound producing device may comprise a horn, speaker, 
buZZer, or the like. 

The control means may also include means for locking the 
steering handle assembly 36, and particularly the steering 
upright 38, against rotation to prevent steering by the 
steering handle assembly and also unlocking the steering 
upright for rotation to permit steering by the steering handle 
assembly. In one embodiment of the invention, depression of 
the steering handle assembly 36 into a depressed position 
toWard the frame 12 locks the steering upright 38 against 
rotation and preventing steering of the steering handle 
assembly, and extension of the steering handle assembly 
from the depressed position into an extended position 
unlocks the steering upright to permit rotation of the steering 
handle assembly. One skilled in the art Will recogniZe that 
there are a number of Ways in Which to achieve the locking 
and unlocking of the steering handle assembly, including, 
but not limited to, selectively interlockable splines formed 
on the steering upright 38 and a yoke on the frame into 
Which the steering upright is inserted. 

Optionally, a length of the steering upright 38 may be 
adjustable such that a height of the steering cross member 40 
above the frame 12 is adjustable. The adjustable nature of 
the steering upright 38 may be effected by any suitable 
means. In one embodiment of the invention, the steering 
upright 38 may comprise an upper portion 52 and a loWer 
portion 54 that are telescopically mounted together, With 
suitable means for securing the relative extended position of 
one of the portions With respect to the other portion, such as, 
for example, a contraction collar 56 contracts or constricts 
one of the portions onto the other of the portions. 
The stroller system 10 may also include communicating 

means 58 for communicating steering movement of the 
steering handle assembly 36 to the front Wheel 26. Those 
skilled in the art Will recogniZe a number of Ways of 
communicating or transferring the steering movement of the 
steering handle assembly 36 to the front Wheel 26. The 
communicating means 58 may comprise any suitable struc 
ture for communicating rotation, including, but not limited 
to, shafts, gears, cables, and the like. In the illustrative 
embodiment, a bi-directional cable (see FIG. 1) extends 
betWeen the steering handle assembly and the front Wheel or 
Wheels to control pivot or sWivel movement of the front 
Wheel or Wheels. 
A signi?cant feature of the stroller system 10 of the 

invention comprises an auxiliary person support platform 
assembly 60. The auxiliary person support platform assem 
bly 60 may be mounted on the frame 12 toWard the rear 16 
of the frame. In one embodiment of the system 10, the 
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auxiliary person support platform assembly 60 is located 
behind the steering handle assembly 36 so that a person 
standing on the platform assembly 60 may stand upright and 
conveniently and safely operate the steering handle assem 
bly. Further, the auxiliary person support platform assembly 
60 is preferably positioned behind the rear wheels 28, 29 (or 
an axle connecting the rear wheels) which can minimiZe the 
wheel base of the stroller, especially when the stroller 
includes multiple seating positions for children, and provide 
a more balanced weight distribution when a user is standing 
on the platform assembly 60. 

The auxiliary person support platform assembly 60 may 
comprise a platform 62 that is mounted on the frame 12. The 
platform 62 may be located toward the rear 16 of the frame 
12. The platform 62 may be pivotable between a lowered, 
person supporting position 64 and a raised, stored position 
66. The platform 62 may be oriented substantially horiZon 
tally in the lowered position 64 and the platform may be 
oriented substantially vertically in the raised position 66. 
The platform 62 may be formed, for example, by a plate 
member that has a substantially continuous surface, or by a 
perforated member that includes a plurality of holes in its 
surface. 

The auxiliary person support platform assembly 60 may 
also include a platform auxiliary support wheel 68 that 
engages the ground surface for providing additional support 
to the platform 62 when the platform 62 is oriented in the 
lowered position 64. The platform auxiliary support wheel 
68 may be positioned below the platform 62, and may be 
mounted on a bottom or underside of the platform in a 
manner such that the wheel engages the ground surface 
when the platform is pivoted downwardly into the lowered 
position 64. The platform auxiliary support wheel 68 may be 
pivotable or swivelable about a substantially vertical axis. 
Optionally, the support wheel 68 may be removable for 
storage when the platform is pivoted into the raised position 
66. 

Optionally, a seat assembly 70 may be provided for 
supporting a person on the platform 62 in a seated position. 
The seat assembly 70 may extend upwardly from the plat 
form 62 when it is in the lowered position 64 so that a person 
seated on the seat assembly may place his or her feet onto 
the platform. The seat assembly 70 may be removably 
mounted on the platform 62 so that the seat assembly may 
be removed from the platform when use is not desired or 
when the platform is to be pivoted into the raised position 
66. The seat assembly 70 may comprise a support member 
72 that is removably mounted on the platform 62. The 
support member 72 may have a lower end 74 that is 
removably mounted on a socket 77 formed on the platform 
62. The lower end 74 of the support member 72 may be 
releasably secured to the platform 62 by a securing pin 76, 
and an upper end 75 of the support member may be oriented 
above the platform 62. The seat assembly 70 may also 
comprise a seat member 78 that is mounted on the support 
member 72 at its upper end 75 such that the seat member is 
elevated above the platform 72. 

With respect to the above description then, it is to be 
realiZed that the optimum dimensional relationships for the 
parts of the invention, to include variations in siZe, materials, 
shape, form, function and manner of operation, assembly 
and use, are deemed readily apparent and obvious to one 
skilled in the art, and all equivalent relationships to those 
illustrated in the drawings and described in the speci?cation 
are intended to be encompassed by the present invention. 

Therefore, the foregoing is considered as illustrative only 
of the principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
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6 
modi?cations and changes will readily occur to those skilled 
in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to the exact 
construction and operation shown and described, and 
accordingly, all suitable modi?cations and equivalents may 
be resorted to, falling within the scope of the invention. 

We claim: 
1. A child transporting stroller system with an adult ride 

along function comprising: 
a frame having a front and a rear and lateral sides; 
a child supporting seat mounted on the frame; 
ground engaging means for engaging a ground surface 

and supporting the frame on the ground surface; 
moving means for rotating the ground engaging means for 

moving the frame over the ground surface; 
steering means for steering movement of the frame; 
an auxiliary person support platform assembly mounted 

on the frame, the auxiliary person support platform 
assembly including a platform pivotable between a 
lowered, person supporting position and a raised, stored 
position; 

wherein the steering means comprises a steering handle 
assembly mounted on the frame, the steering handle 
assembly being rotatable about a substantially vertical 
axis; 

wherein the steering handle assembly comprises: 
a steering upright mounted on the frame; and 
a steering cross bar mounted on the steering upright 

toward an upper end of the steering upright and 
extending laterally from the steering upright. 

2. The system of claim 1 wherein the platform is oriented 
substantially horiZontally in the lowered position and the 
platform is oriented substantially vertically in the raised 
position. 

3. The system of claim 1 additionally comprising a 
platform auxiliary support wheel mounted on the platform 
for engaging the ground surface. 

4. The system of claim 3 wherein the platform auxiliary 
support wheel is positioned below the platform. 

5. The system of claim 3 wherein the platform auxiliary 
support wheel is pivotable about a substantially vertical axis. 

6. The system of claim 1 additionally comprising a seat 
assembly for supporting a person on the platform in a seated 
position. 

7. The system of claim 6 wherein the seat assembly is 
removably mounted on the platform. 

8. The system of claim 6 wherein the seat assembly 
comprises: 

a support member removably mounted on the platform, 
the support member having a lower end mounted on a 
socket in the platform; and 

a seat member mounted on the support member such that 
the seat member is elevated above the platform. 

9. The system of claim 1 wherein the ground engaging 
means includes rear wheel, and wherein the auxiliary person 
support platform assembly is located behind the rear wheels. 

10. The system of claim 1 wherein the steering means 
comprises a steering handle assembly mounted on the frame, 
the steering handle assembly being rotatable about a sub 
stantially vertical axis. 

11. The system of claim 1 wherein a length of the steering 
upright is adjustable such that a height of the steering cross 
member above the frame is adjustable. 

12. The system of claim 1 wherein the ground engaging 
means comprises at least one front wheel mounted on the 
frame toward the front of the frame and a pair of rear wheels 
mounted on the frame toward the rear of the frame. 



US 7,004,272 B1 
7 

13. The system of claim 12 wherein the at least one front 
Wheel or the pair of rear Wheels is pivotable about a 
substantially vertical axis for permitting steering of move 
ment of the frame. 

14. The system of claim 12 Wherein the moving means 
comprises: 

a motor supported on the frame; 
transfer means supported on the frame for transferring 

rotation from the motor to at least one of the front and 
rear Wheels of the ground engaging means; and 

poWer means supported on the frame for poWering the 
motor. 

15. The system of claim 1 Wherein the auxiliary person 
support platform assembly is free of any contact With the 
ground surface rearWardly of the pivot axis When the plat 
form is in the loWered, person supporting position. 

16. The system of claim 1 Wherein the child supporting 
seat comprises a ?rst child supporting seat, and additionally 
comprising a second child supporting set located behind the 
?rst child supporting seat and in front of the auxiliary person 
support platform assembly. 

17. A child transporting stroller system With an adult ride 
along function comprising: 

a frame having a front and a rear and lateral sides; 
a child supporting seat mounted on the frame; 
ground engaging means for engaging a ground surface 

and supporting the frame on the ground surface; 
moving means for rotating the ground engaging means for 
moving the frame over the ground surface; 

steering means for steering movement of the frame; 
an auxiliary person support platform assembly mounted 
on the frame, the auxiliary person support platform 
assembly including a platform pivotable betWeen a 
loWered, person supporting position and a raised, stored 
position; 

Wherein the steering means comprises a steering handle 
assembly mounted on the frame, the steering handle 
assembly being rotatable about a substantially vertical 
axis; 

means for locking the steering handle assembly against 
rotation to prevent steering by the steering handle 
assembly and means for unlocking the steering upright 
for rotation to permit steering by the steering handle 
assembly. 

18. The system of claim 17 Wherein depression of the 
steering handle assembly into a depressed position toWard 
the frame locks the steering upright against rotation and 
preventing steering of the steering handle assembly and 
Wherein extension of the steering handle assembly from the 
depressed position into an extended position, unlocks the 
steering upright to permit rotation of the steering handle 
assembly. 

19. A child transporting stroller system With an adult ride 
along function comprising: 

a frame having a front and a rear and lateral sides; 
a child supporting seat mounted on the frame; 
ground engaging means for engaging a ground surface 

and supporting the frame on the ground surface; 
moving means for rotating the ground engaging means for 
moving the frame over the ground surface; 

steering means for steering movement of the frame; 
an auxiliary person support platform assembly mounted 
on the frame, the auxiliary person support platform 
assembly including a platform pivotable about a pivot 
axis betWeen a loWered, person supporting position and 
a raised, stored position; 
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Wherein the platform is cantilevered rearWardly of the 

pivot axis When the platform is in the loWered, person 
supporting position; 

Wherein the platform is oriented substantially horiZontally 
in the loWered position and the platform is oriented 
substantially vertically in the raised position; 

a platform auxiliary support Wheel being mounted on the 
platform for engaging the ground surface; 

Wherein the platform auxiliary support Wheel is posi 
tioned beloW the platform; 

Wherein the platform auxiliary support Wheel is pivotable 
about a substantially vertical axis; 

a seat assembly for supporting a person on the platform in 
a seated position, the seat assembly being removably 
mounted on the platform; 

Wherein the seat assembly comprises: 
a support member removably mounted on the platform, 

the support member having a loWer end mounted on 
a socket in the platform; and 

a seat member mounted on the support member such 
that the seat member is elevated above the platform; 

Wherein the ground engaging means includes rear Wheel, 
and Wherein the auxiliary person support platform 
assembly is located behind the rear Wheels; 

Wherein the steering means comprises a steering handle 
assembly mounted on the frame, the steering handle 
assembly being rotatable about a substantially vertical 
axis; 

Wherein the steering handle assembly comprises: 
a steering upright mounted on the frame; and 
a steering cross bar mounted on the steering upright 

toWard an upper end of the steering upright and 
extending laterally from the steering upright; 

Wherein a length of the steering upright is adjustable such 
that a height of the steering cross member above the 
frame is adjustable; 

means for locking the steering handle assembly against 
rotation to prevent steering by the steering handle 
assembly and means for unlocking the steering upright 
for rotation to permit steering by the steering handle 
assembly; 

Wherein depression of the steering handle assembly into a 
depressed position toWard the frame locks the steering 
upright against rotation and preventing steering of the 
steering handle assembly and Wherein extension of the 
steering handle assembly from the depressed position 
into an extended position unlocks the steering upright 
to permit rotation of the steering handle assembly; 

Wherein the ground engaging means comprises at least 
one front Wheel mounted on the frame toWard the front 
of the frame and a pair of rear Wheels mounted on the 
frame toWard the rear of the frame; 

Wherein the at least one front Wheel or the pair of rear 
Wheels is pivotable about a substantially vertical axis 
for permitting steering of movement of the frame, and 

Wherein the moving means comprises: 
a motor supported on the frame; 
transfer means supported on the frame for transferring 

rotation from the motor to at least one of the front 
and rear Wheels of the ground engaging means; and 

poWer means supported on the frame for poWering the 
motor. 


