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To all whom, it may concern: 
Be itknown that we, MICHAEL MONEHAN, a 

citizen of the United States, and PETER DOR 
NER, a citizen of Switzerland, both residing at 
Dixon, in the county of Lee and State of Illi 
nois, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Fruit-Can Openers; and we 
do hereby declare that the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description thereof, refer~ 
ence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, and to the letters of reference marked 
thereon, which form a part of this speci?ca 
tion. 
Our invention is a clamp for the purpose 

of grasping the screw-cap of the ordinary 
glass fruit-jar known as “Mason’s Patent” 
in order to screw it more ?rmly into place on 
the jar than can be done by the ordinary per 
son or to release the same when it becomes 
necessary to open the jar to remove the sealed 
contents. 
We are aware that there has been in use a 

wire instrument for this purpose, which, how 
cver,is very inef?cient and practically useless. 
Our desire is to provide a clamp which shall 

at once grasp the cap in such a manner as 
not to allow it to slip and at the same time 
will not injure the cap in any Way nor per 
mit any risk of breaking the glass of the jar, 
as might be done by a prying or wrenching 
instrument poorly applied. \Ve accomplish 
this purpose fully by the device shown in the 
accompanying drawings, of which 

Figure l is a plan View of a complete in 
strument. Fig. 2 is a side view, partlyin sec 
tion, showing one arm of the clamp. Fig. 3 
is a sectional view showing the two sides in 
position grasping the screw-cap of a glass jar, 
partially broken away. 
A A are two levers hinged or pivoted at B. 

The levers may be of cast metal and curved 
at the ends A’ A’ nearest the pivot B to cor 
respond with the round shape of the cover 0 
of a glass fruit-jar, (shown at D.) The other 
ends of the levers A2 A2 may be shaped to 
form handles and long enough for conven 
ience and good leverage. ‘ 

‘Within the inner curved surfaces of the 
parts A’ A’, underneath the ?anges E E,which 

are made to rest on the top of the cap when 
the remover is being put to use, are formed 
recesses F F. Into such recesses are ?tted 
strips of rubber G G. These strips may be 
made straight, but when pushed into place 
to conform to the curve of the recesses F F 
are held in by their elastic pressure against 
shoulders ffff, which form the ends of the 
recesses F F. 
The manner of using the opener is obvious. 

Placing it over the jar, with the handles suf 
?ciently separated to allow the rubber gas 
kets G G to slip down each side of the cap, 
with the ?anges E E on top of the cap 0, the 
handles are grasped and held together until 
there is pressure enough to either screw up 
or unscrew the cap, as may be desired. The 
opener might also be made to use without the 
rubber strips with the inner curved surfaces 
slightly roughened. 
Having thus described our invention, what 

we desire to claim, and have granted to us by 
Letters Patent, is- 

In a fruit-jar opener, the combination of 
two arms or levers suitably connected to 
gether whereby they may be moved toward 
and from each other, each arm having a ban 
dle portion and a curved portion to substan 
tially conform to the round cap of a fruit-jar, 
the said curved portions having upper and 
lower inwardly-extending ?anges and cush 
ions con?ned between said ?anges to grasp 
the sides of a'jar-cap, the upper ?anges pro 
jecting inwardly beyond the said cushions 
to rest on the top of the cap in use and to in 
sure that the pressure of the cushions will be 
con?ned to the sides of the cap at points ad 
jacent to the top thereof, and the lower ?anges 
projecting less than the cushions to avoid 
contact with the cap. 

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as 
our invention we a?ix our signatures, in pres 
ence of two witnesses, this 2d day of Decem~ 
her, A. D. 1901. 

MICHAEL MONEHAN. 
PETER DORNER. 

Witnesses: . 

DAN MONAHAN, 
H. C. WARNER. 
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