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INTEGRAL SHELF ORGANIZER AND 
BROCHURE DISPENSER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to an article of manufacture. More 

speci?cally, this invention is directed to an integral shelf 
organizer and brochure dispenser for merchandiZing of 
unique or distinctive products. 

2. Background of Invention 
The use of shelf organiZers and brochure dispensers for 

the vending of distinctive products is a common practice in 
the merchandiZing of patent medicines, vitamins and dietary 
supplements. Oftentimes a store Will offer its customers 
choices of similar products from different suppliers. In order 
to assist the customer in his selection process, some suppli 
ers include in their displays, pamphlets and like, to highlight 
the distinctive features and advantages of their product over 
a competing product. More recently, this practice has taken 
the form of physically affixing such literature to the product 
container. This is generally accomplished by providing 
literature With a punch-out or hole that permits it to be 
attached/?tted to the neck of the container. 

Obviously, the ready availability of such informational 
materials is both desirable and helpful to assist the consumer 
in product differentiation, and in the selection process. 
NotWithstanding the desirability of this practice, the mer 
chant has only limited space to both display the products 
offered by his establishment, and provide informational 
brochures supplied by the product manufacturer. Because of 
the foregoing practical limitation on shelf and counter space 
in the retail environment, many informational brochures 
remain unavailable to independent customer revieW unless 
speci?cally requested by the customer from the retail mer 
chant. Accordingly, important consumer information may be 
inadvertently Withheld from a prospective customer at the 
time of his formulation of his purchasing decision. Such 
information may be particularly signi?cant Where the cus 
tomer is hypersensitive to a component of the product, or is 
taking a medication that may interact or become inactive in 
the presence of a product that is independently selected by 
the consumer. 

Thus, it is imperative to provide information, beyond that 
contained upon the product container or label, to afford the 
prospective purchaser With the ability to both make an 
informed selection as to a speci?c supplier’s product from 
among competing products; and, to alert him to potential 
adverse interaction or reaction With another supplement or 
medication. Up to noW, the supplier’s interest and desire to 
comply With these dual objectives has been totally depen 
dent upon the merchant’s cooperation and the hope/belief 
that the potential customer has sufficient information to 
make an informed purchasing decision. This objective needs 
to be accomplished, of course, Within the retailer’s limited 
space and preferably Without additional added cost to the 
retailer. Up to noW, the retailer’s limitations continue to 
dictate hoW the foregoing objectives are met (if at all). 

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION 

It is the object of this invention to remedy the above as 
Well as related de?ciencies in the prior art. 

More speci?cally, it is the principal object of this inven 
tion to provide an integral shelf organiZer and product 
literature dispenser for a point-of-sale retail environment. 
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2 
It is another object of this invention to provide an integral 

shelf organiZer and product literature dispenser Wherein the 
literature dispenser occupies essentially the same footprint 
on the merchant’s shelf as the shelf organiZer. 

It is yet another object of this invention to provide an 
integral shelf organiZer and product literature dispenser 
Wherein the literature dispenser includes an mini bill-board 
for inclusion of a product speci?c logo or brand name 
signature. 

Additional objects of this invention include an improved 
method of merchandiZing products With the integral shelf 
organiZer and product literature dispenser of this invention. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The above and related objects of this invention are 
achieved by provision of a unitary device in the form of a 
point-of-sale shelf organiZer for a product container Wherein 
the organiZer comprises an upper and loWer planar element 
?xed in parallel, and in spaced apart relation to one another, 
by a pair of lateral supporting side-Walls and a back-Wall. 
The resulting structure fabricated in this manner includes an 
interior storage cavity or chamber and an exterior open 
channel, integral With the interior storage cavity or chamber. 
The exterior open channel is de?ned by a planar surface that 
is common to an interior storage cavity, and by each of the 
side Walls and back Wall that de?nes the interior storage 
cavity. Each of these lateral sideWalls and back Wall extend 
upWard and above the upper planar surface of the chamber 
to from a rail or retaining element so as to de?ne the lateral 
boundary limits of the open channel that is supported upon 
this upper planar element. 

In the preferred embodiments of this invention, the inte 
gral device of this invention is further enhanced by the 
forWard extension of the loWer planar element beyond the 
literature storage/dispensing chamber. This forWard exten 
sion is preferably modi?ed by forming or bending the 
forWard portion of the extension to form an opposing lip on 
the rear surface of the extension, so as to provide means for 
retaining a product speci?c logo or brand name signature on 
this forWard extension. 

In another of the preferred embodiments of this invention, 
the back-Wall support of the literature storage/dispensing 
chamber is angled forWard from the bottom to the top 
thereof to provide for mechanical “feathering” of the indi 
vidual items of literature Within this chamber and thus ease 
of removal of single piece thereof from the open end of the 
chamber. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of integral shelf organiZer and 
literature dispenser of this invention. 

FIG. 2 is an end-on vieW of the integral device of FIG. 1 
When vieWed from the front. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION INCLUDING PREFERRED 

EMBODIMENTS 

The Figures Which accompany this application, and ref 
erenced herein, depict a representative embodiment of the 
integral shelf organiZer and literature dispenser of this 
invention. In the embodiments of this invention illustrated in 
these Figures, one or more components of the integral device 
may appear in more than one Figure. Accordingly, compo 
nents Which are common to more than one Figure are 
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assigned a common reference numeral for continuity of 
description and ease of understanding. 

The preferred embodiment of this invention is illustrated 
in FIG. 1. This Figure depicts a side vieW of the integral 
device (10) Without either literature or product containers. In 
this Figure, the forWard or front (12) of the integral device 
(10) is on the left-hand side of the Figure, and the rear or 
back (14) of the integral device (10) is on the right-hand side 
of the Figure. As shoWn therein, the integral device (10) 
comprises tWo planar elements (16, 16‘) arranged parallel to 
one another. These planar elements (16, 16‘) are supported 
on each of their respective sides and in the rear by a Wall or 
panel (18) that is molded into or separately joined to one or 
both of the parallel planar elements (16, 16‘). In the embodi 
ments of the invention depicted in this Figure, each of the 
side and back Wall elements (18) extend above the upper 
planar element (16‘) to de?ne a retaining element (20) 
corresponding to a shelf footprint of the integral device (10). 
Thus, product containers can be placed upon this upper 
planar element (16‘) of the integral device (10) and are 
retained Within the de?ned footprint of the integral device 
(10) on the merchant’s shelf. 

FIG. 2 shoWs the integral device (10) When vieWed from 
the front (12). As more fully visible from this perspective, 
each of the planar surfaces (16, 16‘) of the integral device 
(10) de?ne an elongate chamber or cavity (22). The Width of 
the cavity (22) is generally dictated by the dimensions of the 
product container Which is supported on the upper planar 
surface (16‘). Similarly, the length of the cavity is generally 
dictated by some accepted standard provided by the retailer, 
or arbitrarily determined by the dimensions of the number of 
containers to be placed upon this surface. In any event, the 
extension of each of the side-Walls (18) forms a retaining 
element (20) to maintain the product container on the 
integral device (10). 
As above noted, the loWer planar element (16) is prefer 

ably extended and angled doWnWard to form a mini bill 
board (24). This mini bill-board (24) is preferably molded or 
formed to provide an opposing lip (26) that is in pressure 
contact With the backside of the forWard extension of the 
planar element (16). The opposing lip (26) is designed to 
retain a piece of artWork or graphics on the mini bill-board 
(24) Which identi?es the product or sets it apart from the 
competitors’ products, and thereby assists the customer to 
locate a speci?c product on the retailer’s shelf. 

Additional embodiments of this invention include the 
further modi?cation of the integral device by use of color 
thermoplastic resins to further enhance visibility and dis 
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4 
tinctiveness on the retailer shelf; and, inclusion of other 
attention getting devices (blinking LED’s, etc.) to attract 
customer attention. 
The invention, as above described, in provided as illus 

trative of a number of the preferred embodiments of this 
invention. This description is neither intended, nor should it 
be construed to delineate the scope of this invention, Which 
has been reserved for the claims that folloW. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A apparatus for point-of-sale display of product and 

dispensing literature comprising: 
a chamber for dispensing literature comprising an elon 

gate, substantially uniform, cavity, With an opening, the 
cavity formed by an upper planar element, a loWer 
planar element, a ?rst side-Wall, a second side-Wall, 
and a back-Wall, the upper planar element and the loWer 
planar element maintained in substantially parallel rela 
tion to one another by the ?rst side-Wall and the second 
side-Wall; 

the back-Wall extending from the upper planar element to 
the loWer planar element; 

an open channel for retaining product, the open channel 
having a product supporting surface de?ned by the 
upper planar element of the literature dispensing cham 
ber, the open channel having a rail formed by an 
extension of the ?rst side-Wall above the upper planar 
element, an extension of the second side-Wall above the 
upper planar element, and an extension of the back 
Wall above the upper planar element and the channel 
being open at its front end, opposite the extension of the 
back Wall; 

the loWer planar element extends forWard and doWnWard 
from the literature dispensing chamber to form a mini 
bill-board for display of information; and 

the forWard portion of the extension of the loWer planar 
element is formed to create an opposing lip, to provide 
means for retaining product speci?c information. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein the back-Wall of the 
literature dispensing chamber is slanted forWard into the 
cavity betWeen the upper planer element and the loWer 
planar element, to provide a means for mechanical “feath 
ering” of literature placed Within the cavity. 

3. The apparatus of claim 1 Wherein the mini bill-board is 
formed of thermoplastic resin to enhance visibility of prod 
uct speci?c information associated With the mini bill-board. 

* * * * * 


