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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR GENERATING 
DOCUMENTATION FROM OPERATING 

SYSTEM COMMAND SYNTAX 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to the ?eld of computer 

software such as operating systems and their Command Line 
Interfaces. More speci?cally, the present invention relates to 
a method, system thereof, and computer usable medium for 
automatically generating human-readable documentation 
from operating system command speci?cations and gener 
ating Webpages from speci?ed and generated document 
content. 

2. Related Art 
Computer systems function, on one level, through the 

action of softWare implementing an operating system. An 
operating system controls the physical operation of the 
computer, e.g., electronic processes of the computer’s sub 
systems and components implementing the function of the 
computer system. Operating systems are sometimes 
updated, revised, modi?ed, improved, and enhanced. Such 
changes are incorporated through implementing neW ver 
sions, e.g., releases of the operating system, and typically, 
loading the neW releases onto a computer system, as it 
becomes available. 

Operating system functionality is characteriZed and uti 
liZed, in one sense, by a list of commands Which enable the 
operating system to control computer system function in 
accordance With a programmer’s intent. These commands 
are speci?ed and implemented via What is called the oper 
ating system’s Command Line Interface. 

All operating systems deploy a Command Line Interface 
through one modality or another. The Command Line Inter 
face (CLI) provides the capability of non-programmatically, 
interactively accessing and controlling the computer system. 
Commands are often grouped together in command ?les. 

Commands and command ?les may be changed, added, 
deleted, modi?ed, substituted, or augmented With each 
release. Often, as operating system softWare develops, the 
list of commands and command ?les may groW quite large 
and become very complex. Using, for example, Cisco Sys 
tems’ InternetWorking Operating SystemTM (IOS)TM, an 
operating system enabling the functionality of routers, e.g., 
computer systems specialiZing in internetWork routing, there 
are approximately 2,000 active commands presently extant 
at this Writing; the number groWing still. Each IOS release 
arrives With neW and syntax-enhanced commands. 

The documentation of each and every command and 
command ?le, including any and all changes, is a crucial 
responsibility, often shared or tasked betWeen softWare 
engineering and technical Writing, Who may, as a team build 
Webpages and other documents With command functionality 
as content. Conventionally, command and command ?le 
documentation has been performed manually. Manual docu 
mentation of commands and command ?les, even utiliZing 
automated techniques, in accordance With the conventional 
art, is laborious, time-consuming, and tedious. Also, there 
has conventionally been no methodology for softWare engi 
neers to provide command functionality details and updates 
to technical Writers and other documentation team members. 
This has had the unfortunate consequence of rendering 
command documentation content acquisition an ad hoc 
process. This may have further consequences, e.g., errors, 
confusion, and con?ict betWeen the softWare engineers and 
technical Writers tasked With making the commands and 
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2 
command ?le contents intelligible to the users of the com 
puter systems. Further, it may also negatively impact system 
transparency and usability. 

Further, as commands change and neW commands are 
added, documents, including Webpages, become obsolete. 
Technical Writers responsible for documentation must con 
stantly poll softWare engineers for neW functionality data, 
command grammar, and neW commands, in order to update 
Webpages and other documents accordingly. The problems 
of the sheer number of commands and command ?les and 
groWth in this number exacerbates the general industry 
tendency toWard document obsolescence. 
The rapidity of progress and change in softWare generates 

a documentation problem of groWing magnitude. 
The signi?cance of documentation of CLI commands is 

ampli?ed by its crucial importance to users of computer 
systems. Computer systems are simultaneously useful and 
versatile because they may be con?gured for particular tasks 
or modes of operations by their ultimate or penultimate 
users. Access to the computer enabling such user con?gu 
ration is implemented, at one level, via CLI. Thus, user 
understanding of the functions of the various commands is 
crucial to a system’s transparency and usefulness. 

HoWever, the siZe, complexity, and changing nature of the 
command list may become confusing, even beWildering for 
some users, highlighting the importance of accurate and 
readable command documentation. Further, users require 
command documentation that is current, transparent, intel 
ligible, and readily accessible and applicable. 
A related problem is localiZation to languages other than 

English. LocaliZation to languages other than English 
enhances the usability of a system. Here, language differ 
ences may exacerbate both user needs and resultant prob 
lems related to documentation, and command syntax. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a method, system, and 
computer usable medium that can automatically generate 
human-readable command documentation from operating 
system command speci?cations. 

In one embodiment, the present invention provides a 
method, system, and computer usable medium that can 
automatically generate human-readable command docu 
mentation from operating system command speci?cations. 
In the present embodiment, a softWare tool utiliZes the 
command grammar from a command de?nition ?le to pro 
duce a customiZed parse tree. The parse tree has added 
intermediate annotations for command documentation. 
These annotations are Written to the ?le created from the 
parse tree; they are not part of the ?nal documentation. In 
one embodiment, an intermediate ?le Which contains anno 
tation for documentation is produced from command gram 
mar, forming a custom intermediate representation abbrevi 
ated for the commands’ parse tree. 

In one embodiment, the present invention also provides a 
method, system, and computer usable medium for generat 
ing Webpages and other transparent and readily accessible 
and usable documents from both programmer-speci?ed and 
automatically tool-generated document content. In the 
present embodiment, a custom fast algorithm is utiliZed to 
create Webpages by generating corresponding HyperText 
Markup Language (HTML) for the commands and their 
documentation. Manpages and lists of all commands may 
also be generated from intermediate representations, as Well 
as abridged documentation information ?les for use by 
related softWare tools. 
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In one embodiment, the present invention provides a 
method, system, and computer usable medium Which can 
accomplish the foregoing requirements, and Which is com 
patible With and applicable to any operating system, and 
Which is applicable to Command Line Interface as Well as to 
other code. In one embodiment, application may be made to 
Cisco Systems’ InternetWorking Operating SystemTM (IOS) 
TM. In another embodiment, application may be made to 
progeny of IOSTM. In another embodiment, application may 
be made to a UNIX CLI. In one embodiment, application is 
made to other operating systems. In one embodiment, the 
application is used to document the Command Line Inter 
face (CLI). In another embodiment, the application may be 
used to document code other than the CLI. 

In one embodiment, the present invention provides a 
method, system, and computer usable medium Which can 
automatically generate dynamic end-user documentation 
and promulgate current lists of user-available commands in 
softWare releases. The documentation and command lists are 
generated from live command speci?cations. The automatic 
generation of these lists and documentation obviates the 
need to do so manually. 

In one embodiment of the present invention, command 
documentation content is separated from the command 
de?nition. In one embodiment, the command documentation 
content and the command de?nitions are in separate ?les. In 
one embodiment, command documentation content ?les 
may be in English. In another embodiment, command docu 
mentation content ?les may be Written in and translated from 
English and languages other than English. In one embodi 
ment of the present invention, separation of documentation 
content from command speci?cations facilitates localization 
to languages other than English. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The accompanying draWings, Which are incorporated in 
and form a part of this speci?cation, illustrate embodiments 
of the invention and, together With the description, serve to 
eXplain the principles of the invention. 

FIG. 1A is a block diagram depicting the syntactic con 
struction of and relationship betWeen Command Line Inter 
face command variants, in accordance With one embodiment 
of the present invention. 

FIG. 1B is a block diagram depicting the syntactic struc 
ture of a set of Command Line Interface command variants 
and their documentation content, in relation to respective 
command speci?cation and document content ?les, in accor 
dance With one embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram depicting the interWorking 
relationships betWeen command speci?cations, command 
content documentation, Command Line Interface operating 
system user applications, and the command ?le documen 
tation tools, in accordance With one embodiment of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 3 is a How chart depicting the steps in a process for 
generating a parse tree Which has added documentation 
annotations and a customiZed intermediate ?le, in accor 
dance With one embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 4 is a How chart depicting the steps in a process for 
generating high level documentation, and other customiZed 
documents, in accordance With one embodiment of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 5 is a How chart depicting the steps in a process for 
generating human readable lists of the names and syntaX’s of 
all commands in a ?le or directory, in accordance With one 
embodiment of the present invention. 
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4 
FIG. 6 is a How chart depicting the steps in a process for 

generating and summariZing polished commands and syn 
taX, in accordance With one embodiment of the present 
invention. 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram depicting a computer system for 
reading computer readable code, including code de?ning 
operating system CLI commands, and for implementing a 
process of generating documentation, in accordance With 
one embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

In the folloWing detailed description of the present inven 
tion, numerous speci?c details are set forth in order to 
provide a thorough understanding of the present invention. 
HoWever, it Will be recogniZed by one skilled in the art that 
the present invention may be practiced Without these speci?c 
details or With equivalents thereof. In other instances, Well 
knoWn methods, procedures, components, and circuits have 
not been described in detail as not to unnecessarily obscure 
aspects of the present invention. 

Notation and Nomenclature 
Some portions of the detailed descriptions, Which folloW, 

are presented in terms of procedures, steps, logic blocks, 
processing, and other symbolic representations of operations 
on data bits that can be performed by computer systems. 
These descriptions and representations are used by those 
skilled in the data processing arts to most effectively convey 
the substance of their Work to others skilled in the art. A 
procedure, computer eXecuted step, logic block, process, 
etc., is here, and generally, conceived to be a self-consistent 
sequence of steps or instructions leading to a desired result. 
The steps are those requiring physical manipulations of 
physical quantities. Usually, though not necessarily, these 
quantities take the form of electrical or magnetic signals 
capable of being stored, transferred, combined, compared, 
and otherWise manipulated in a computer system. It has 
proven convenient at times, principally for reasons of com 
mon usage, to refer to these signals as bits, values, elements, 
symbols, characters, terms, numbers, or the like. 

It should be borne in mind, hoWever, that all of these and 
similar terms are to be associated With the appropriate 
physical quantities and are merely convenient labels applied 
to these quantities. Unless speci?cally stated otherWise as 
apparent from the folloWing discussions, it is appreciated 
that throughout the present invention, discussions utiliZing 
terms such as “annotating” or “calling” or “categorizing” or 
“communicating” or “compiling” or “clarifying” or “creat 
ing” or “displaying” or “documenting” or “generating” or 
“networking” or “parsing” “performing” or “printing” or 
“processing” or “reading” or the like, refer to the action and 
processes of a computer system, or similar electronic com 
puting device, that manipulates and transforms data repre 
sented as physical, e.g., electronic quantities Within the 
communications and computer systems’ registers and 
memories into other data similarly represented as physical 
quantities Within the computer system memories or registers 
or other such information storage, transmission, or display 
devices. 
The present invention is discussed primarily in the conteXt 

of Command Line Interface of computer operating systems, 
Wherein the operating systems and computers are engaged 
principally in internetWorking. HoWever, it is appreciated 
that the present invention is not limited to Command Line 
Interface, nor to IOSTM or other internetWorking operating 
systems, nor to routers or other computers devoted to 
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internetworking. On the contrary, the present invention may 
be used with other types of code, and deployed for use in 
other operating systems, and on computers engaged in other 
application, including but not limited to UNIX systems, 
personal computers, and a plethora of other functionalities. 

Exemplary Command Structure 
Exemplary Commands 
With Reference to FIG. 1A, the relationship 100 between, 

and the construction of Command Line Interface command 
variants 100A and 100B, in accordance with one embodi 
ment of the present invention. The syntactic structure of a 
single command amenable to the operations of an embodi 
ment of the present invention may be explained by reference 
to either command variant 100Aor 100B; their structures are 
analogous, and their differences will be discussed with 
reference to command variants, infra. For the sake of brevity 
and clarity, however, the operation of a single command 
amenable to the operations of an embodiment of the present 
invention will be explained with reference only to command 
variant 100A, which will be referred to in the preliminary 
discussion as command 100A. 
A command, e.g., command 100A, is a syntactic unit 

starting with a linkpoint, e.g., linkpoint 101A, and contain 
ing, after the linkpoint, an arbitrary number of required and 
optional keywords, e.g., 102A-1, and arguments, e.g., 103A 
1. Alinkpoint, e.g., linkpoint 101A-1, is the ?rst keyword in 
a command. Akeyword, e.g., keyword 102A-1, is a reserved 
word. An argument, e.g., argument 103A-1, is a parameter, 
which may be variable, and which may be numerical. 

In the present embodiment, command 100A, exemplary 
of Command Line Interface commands, contains syntactic 
constructs which include, but are not limited to, linkpoint 
101A-1, keyword 102A-1, and argument 103A-1. Command 
100A requires documentation, in its entirety. Aspects of a 
command, such as usage, purpose, history, related com 
mands, and default may be documented. Further, certain of 
its syntactic constructs must also be documented. Addition 
ally, command 100A has an underlying overall syntactic 
structure, into which is embedded syntactic interrelationship 
105A. 

Syntactic interrelationship 105A forms a logical inter 
working within the command structure between the syntac 
tic constructs, e.g., between linkpoint 101A-1, keyword 
102A-1, and argument 103A-1, as well as any other syn 
tactic constructs command 100A may subsume, in the 
present embodiment. Within any particular command, the 
syntactic interrelationship, e.g., command 100A syntactic 
interrelationship 105A, will be rigid, e.g., constant, obvious, 
and intentional. This, notwithstanding the fact that certain of 
the syntactic constructs, e.g., argument 103A-1, may be 
?exible. 

Linkpoint 101A-1 is typical of linkpoints, which identify 
and describe commands. In the present embodiment, link 
point 101A-1 identi?es and describes command 100A. Link 
point 101A-1 contains the ?rst word, or words, of the name 
of command 100A. Further, linkpoint 101A-1 describes the 
type of command characteriZing command 100A. The com 
mand identi?cation and description Linkpoint 101A-1 pro 
vides command 100A may categoriZe a position for the 
command in a hierarchical structure of command potency. In 
an exemplary internetworking operating system such as 
IOSTM, the position of command 100A in such a hierarchy, 
as de?ned by linkpoint 101A-1, may privilege the com 
mand’s implementation to, for example, con?guring a 
router. Conversely, the position of command 100A, de?ned 
by linkpoint 101A-1, may limit the command’s application 
to, for example, routine functions (e.g., review and general 
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6 
housekeeping). Further, each command has a particular 
denoted privilege which delineates the level of work that the 
command can perform. For example, in IOSTM, commands 
of privilege ‘root’ may be able to modify system tables, 
while those of privilege ‘user’ are generally only able to 
modify user data. 
Keyword 102A-1 typi?es reserved words, which have 

special meanings ordinarily applied in control statements 
and similar contexts, and restricted in use to in certain, 
prede?ned circumstances. Keyword 102A-1 de?nes the 
province of command 100A, and correspondingly gives the 
command its functionality. Keyword 102A-1 is constant and 
unchangeable in the context of using the command, or in 
generation of command ?le documentation, in the present 
embodiment; e.g., no user or documentation editing of the 
keyword may occur. Keyword 102A-1 requires documenta 
tion generation. Keywords, e.g., keyword 102A-1 may be of 
an optional, required, or combination optional character. For 
keywords, what must be documented is the keyword 
description. No name documentation is required for key 
words because a keyword may only have one name. Key 
words have no default values. 

In the present embodiment, argument 103A-1, also requir 
ing documentation, may be an independent variable used 
with keyword 102A-1 to facilitate speci?c operations, speci 
?ed by command 100A, as a whole. The value of argument 
103A-1 may be variable, and may be speci?ed by a user. The 
value of argument 103A-1 may be numerical. 

Each argument, e.g., argument 103A-1, has a de?ned 
type, such as numeric, range of numeric, string, etc. For 
example, argument 103A-1 may be de?ned as type 
‘numeric, range <1—256>’. A user must specify a number 
from 1 to 256 for that argument. 
Argument 103A-1 requires documentation for at least two 

of three aspects, with the third aspect an optional one. 
The ?rst argument 103A-1 aspect which must be docu 

mented is its name. The name of argument 103A-1 is what 
the argument is called in the syntax of command 100A. 
The second argument 103A-1 aspect requiring documen 

tation is the description. The description of argument 
103A-1 announces what the argument is used for. 
A third, and optional aspect of argument 103A-1 is the 

default. A default identi?es what the argument’s value is, in 
the absence of speci?cation of another value by a user. Not 
all arguments have default values. If an argument has a 
default value, it will be documented. 

Arguments, e.g., argument 103A-1 may be of an optional, 
required, or combination optional character. 
Command variants may exist which underscore the need 

to document them independently of the initial command. A 
command variant, e.g., command variant 100B, is another 
command starting with the same words as the ?rst com 
mand, e.g., 100A; e.g., the linkpoints of the variants are 
identical. In the particular CLI of the present embodiment, 
each command ?le de?nes a command and may further 
de?ne several variants. 

In the present embodiment, command 100B is a variant of 
command 100A. Command variants 100A and 100B share a 
relationship 100 as follows. Variant 100B has much the same 
syntactic structure as variant 100A. Variant 100B contains 
syntactic constructs which include, but are not limited to, 
linkpoint 101A-1, keyword 102A-1, and argument 103A-2. 
Linkpoint 101A-1 and keyword 102A-1 are identical in 
command variant 100B to the linkpoint 101A-1 and key 
word 102A-1 in command variant 100A. Command vari 
ants, e. g., 100A and 100B share identical linkpoints and may 
share some or all keywords. 
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Argument 103A-2 may be identical in its entirety to the 
corresponding syntactic construct 103A-1 in command vari 
ant 100A. HoWever, arguments in individual command 
variants may differ. For example, argument 103A-2 in 
command variant 100B may differ from argument 103A-1 in 
command variant 100A. 
Command variant 100B also requires documentation, in 

its entirety, as do certain of its individual syntactic con 
structs. Aspects of each variant, such as usage, purpose, 
history, related commands, and default may also be docu 
mented. Additionally, command variant 100B has an under 
lying overall syntactic structure, into Which is embedded 
syntactic interrelationship 105B. 

Syntactic interrelationship 105B forms a logical inter 
Working Within the command structure betWeen the syntac 
tic constructs, e.g., betWeen linkpoint 101A-1, keyWord 
102A-1, and argument 103A-2, as Well as any other syn 
tactic constructs command variant 100B may subsume, in 
the present embodiment. Within any particular command, 
the syntactic interrelationship, e.g., syntactic interrelation 
ship 105B for command variant 100B, Will be rigid, e.g., 
constant, obvious, and intentional, and re?ects the com 
mand’s syntax. This, despite the fact that certain of the 
syntactic constructs, e.g., argument 103A-2, may be ?exible, 
With a user-de?ned value, in accordance With the argument’s 
type. 
As FIG. 1A depicts, syntactic interrelationship 105B is 

different in some certain discernible aspects from syntactic 
interrelationship 105A in command variant 100A. Thus, the 
underlying overall syntactic structures embedding syntactic 
interrelationships differ betWeen variants, e.g., each com 
mand variant has its oWn, unique command syntax, requir 
ing documentation. For example, in the present embodi 
ment, the underlying overall syntactic structures of 100A 
and 10B, embedding syntactic interrelationships 105A and 
105B, respectively, differ. This marks a syntactic demarca 
tion from command 100A, Which marks 100B as a variant 
of command 100A, notWithstanding that much of its syn 
tactic structure, e.g., corresponding keyWords 102A-1 and 
linkpoints 101A-1 are identical, and corresponding argu 
ments 103A-1 and 103A-2, may or may not be identical. 
Command variants, e.g., 100A and 100B share the ?rst feW 
syntactic structures, e.g., linkpoints and keywords, and may 
or may not share arguments; yet both continue With neW, 
different, and distinct syntax. 

Exemplary Command Files and Documentation Content 
Files 

In the documentation required for all commands, e.g., 
command variants 100A and 10B, keyWords, arguments, 
and the overall command must be documented. In the 
present embodiment, documentation content may be pro 
vided by the command’s syntax and mode, ‘help’ ?elds on 
the command, and separate documentation content ?les. 

With reference to FIG. 1B, the syntax of a command, e.g., 
command 100A, is de?ned in the present embodiment in 
command de?nition ?le (cmd ?le) <cmd_100A>.cmd, 
Within Command Line Interface or analogous operant code. 
A command de?nition ?le, in the present embodiment, may 
be designated <cmd_name>.cmd. Command de?nition ?le 
<cmd_100A>.cmd contains a syntax speci?cation, by Which 
the syntax of command 100A is delineated. 
As depicted in FIG. 1B, command de?nition ?le 

<cmd_100A>.cmd re?ects its respective command 100A 
syntactically With perfect correspondence. The syntax 
Within command de?nition ?le <cmd_100A>.cmd itself has 
constructs for de?ning all of the syntactic constructs, e.g., 
linkpoints, keyWords, and arguments, of its corresponding 
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command, 100A. In addition, in the present embodiment, 
information in the command de?nition ?le 
<cmd_100A>.cmd de?nes argument types and ranges, and 
the characteristics of keyWords and arguments, e.g., 
optional, required, and combination optional. The contents 
of command de?nition ?le <cmd_100A>.cmd are a pro 
gramming product; they are not amenable to any user input. 

In the present embodiment, the command de?nition ?le 
<cmd_100A>.cmd may have an associated, corresponding 
documentation content ?le, e.g., <cmd_100A>.cmdX. 
Documentation content ?le <cmd_100A>.cmdX contains 
documentation content for the corresponding command 
de?nition ?le, e.g., <cmd_100A>.cmd. A documentation 
content ?le, in the present embodiment, may be designated 
<cmd_name>.cmdX. 

In the present embodiment, a documentation content ?le, 
e.g., <cmd_100A>.cmdX, provides documentation content 
for the various syntactic structures of the command, e.g., 
keyWords and arguments, for the command, itself, and for 
contents of the command de?nition ?le. Documentation 
content ?le <cmd_100A>.cmdX is responsive to an input 
199 from operating system engineers/technical Writers. In 
the present embodiment, annotations, changes, and docu 
mentation content may be added to the documentation 
content ?les. Advantageously, this enhances the usefulness 
of this embodiment and further, promotes localiZation of this 
embodiment to languages other than English, because docu 
mentation content is in a separate ?le. 

In the present embodiment, documentation content (doc 
content) ?le <cmd_100A>.cmdX provides documentation 
content for command 100A. Doc-content ?le 
<cmd_100A>.cmdX provides documentation for argument 
103A-1, keyWord 102A-1, and for the overall command 
100A. As command ?le syntax de?nes and describes the 
syntax of the Command Line Interface commands, in the 
present embodiment, the documentation Within doc-content 
?le <cmd_100A>.cmdX may specify documentation for 
keyWords, arguments, and the entire command. 

In the present embodiment, doc-content ?le 
<cmd_100A>.cmdX speci?es documentation content for 
argument 103A-1. The documentation provided includes the 
argument name, the argument description, and the argument 
default. 
The name is What argument 103A-1 is called in the syntax 

of command 100A. The description is a statement relating to 
What the argument is used for. 

The default states a value for the argument, in the absence 
of speci?cation of another value by a user. 

Doc-content ?le <cmd_100A>.cmdX speci?es documen 
tation content for keyWord 102A-1. Speci?cally, in the 
present embodiment, doc-content ?le <cmd_100A>.cmdX 
speci?es the description of the keyWord 102A-1. 

For the overall command 100A, doc-content ?le 
<cmd_100A>.cmdX provides documentation of the com 
mand usage, purpose, history, related commands, and 
examples. In the present embodiment, this documentation 
may be described as folloWs. 

“Usage” may provides documentation of command usage 
scenarios and interactions With other commands. 

“Purpose” may document de?nition and description of the 
operation performed by a command, specifying both con 
?guration and execution. 

“History” may provide documentation of the softWare 
release in Which the command originated. 

“Related commands” may document reference to other 
commands performing functions in a related, or similar area. 
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“Example” may document a sample usage of command 
syntax and a sample response of the computer under opera 
tional control, e.g., a router (e.g., computer system 1000, 
FIG. 7). 

The description of this documentation, as depicted in FIG. 
1B, may be summariZed in exemplary descriptive headings 
by reference to Table 1, beloW. 

TABLE 1 

EXEMPLARY DOCUMENTATION CONTENT FILE 

<cmdi1OOA>.cmdX 

Descriptive Heading Exemplary Documentation Content 

“To enable network accounting . . .” 

“delayiiniseconds” 
“length of pre?x in bytes” 
“You might Want to . . .” 

“First introduced in Software 
Release 11.1” 

purpose(v1): 
arginame(v1): 
kWdidescrip(pre?x length): 
usage(v1): 
cmdihistory: 

With reference to Table 1, above, note that “v” refers to 
a variant number, “kWd_descrip” represents the keyWord 
description, and “cmd_history” denotes the command his 
tory. Advantageously, the present embodiment is accessible 
to an input from operating system engineers/technical Writ 
ers, Who may input any documentation Within the doc 
content ?elds Which may be of particular usefulness to them. 
The doc-content may be in English, or in any other language. 
This expediency of the present embodiment promotes local 
iZation to languages other than English. 

Collectively, this documentation forms a corpus of docu 
mentation content, e.g., a documentation content ?le (e.g., 
<cmd_100A>.cmdX; 204, FIG. 2). Documentation content 
?le is, may, in accordance With one embodiment of the 
present invention, be Worked, With the command de?nition 
?le, e.g., <cmd_100A>.cmd, by a documentation tool (e.g., 
202, FIG. 2) to generate useful documentation. 

With reference to FIG. 2, an interWorking relationship 
200, in accordance With one embodiment of the present 
invention, exists betWeen command speci?cations 201 and 
documentation content ?les 204 (e.g., <cmd_100A>.cmdX, 
FIG. 1B) by a command documentation generating tool 202, 
and Operating System Command Line Interface user inter 
action 207. 

In the present embodiment, command de?nition ?les 
(e.g., <cmd_100A>.cmd, FIG. 1B), provide Command Line 
Interface (CLI) engineering speci?cations 201, and delineate 
these speci?cations. These command de?nition ?les are the 
entities that specify and de?ne the CLI commands. They are 
programming products; engineering speci?cations not ame 
nable to any user input. 

Documentation content ?les 204 (e.g., 
<cmd_100A>.cmdX, FIG. 1B) may also embody informa 
tion gleaned from softWare engineering speci?cations. HoW 
ever, documentation content ?les 204 may also contain 
documentary information, as inputs from engineers imple 
menting those commands, and added by technical Writers. 
Such documentary information may include descriptions of 
keyWords (e.g., keyWord 102A-1, FIG. 1A) and arguments 
(e.g., arguments 103A-1 and 103A-2, FIG. 1A). It may also 
include argument names and defaults. Further, it may con 
tain information on the overall commands (e.g., command 
100A, FIGS. 1A and 1B), including usage, purpose, history, 
related commands, and example (e.g., doc-content ?le 
<cmd_100A>.cmdX, FIG. 1B; Table 1). 

In the present embodiment, command documentation 
generating tool 202 receives information about the syntax of 
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commands (e.g., command 100A, FIGS. 1A and 1B) from 
Command Line Interface engineering speci?cation 201 
command de?nition ?les (e.g., <cmd_100A>.cmd, FIG. 
1B), via pathWay 203. 

Documentation content is received by command docu 
mentation generating tool 202 from documentation content 
?les 204 (e.g., <cmd_100A>.cmdX, FIG. 1B) via program 
ming pathWay 205, and from the command de?nition ?le 
201 via pathWay 203. 

Engineering speci?cation content may be added to docu 
ment content ?les 204 using the documentation tool 202 via 
pathWay 206 internal to command documentation tool 202. 
PathWay 206 also permits command documentation gener 
ating tool 202 to add documentation content to command 
documentation content ?les (e.g., <cmd_100A>.cmdX, FIG. 
1B), e.g., to add argument names. 

Documentation of speci?c applications may be annotated 
by operating system engineers/technical Writers via pro 
gramming pathWay 208. Adding certain engineering/techni 
cal Writing annotations to documentation content ?les (e.g., 
<cmd_100A>.cmdX, FIG. 1B) may be enabled in one 
embodiment via pathWay 209, internal to command docu 
mentation tool 202. 

In the present embodiment, command documentation tool 
202 produces, via pathWay 211, useful, meaningful docu 
ments 210. Documents 210 may include Webpages gener 
ated in HyperText Markup Language (HTML), customiZed 
tags generated in Extensible Markup Language (XML), 
UNIX manpages, and other useful variants. 

In one embodiment an HTML ?le is generated, the HTML 
?le formally derived from information in a command de? 
nition, Which includes a speci?c command name. The 
present embodiment enables utiliZation of the HTML ?les 
by other interface applications. 

Exemplary Processes 
With reference to FIG. 3, the steps in a generaliZed 

process 300 for generating documentation in accordance 
With one embodiment of the present invention enable cus 
tomiZed intermediate representations. Starting at step 301, a 
command documentation generation tool (e.g., documenta 
tion generation tool 202, FIG. 2) reads command de?nition 
?les (e.g., cmd ?les <cmd_100A>.cmd, FIG. 1B; 201, FIG. 
2). 
Upon reading the command ?le, the documentation gen 

eration tool of the present embodiment parses the command 
?le syntactic structure and correspondingly creates a parse 
tree, step 302. 

Effectively simultaneous With reading the command ?le 
(step 301), the document generation tool of the present 
embodiment also reads the command documentation content 
?le (e.g., doc content ?le 204, FIG. 2; <cmd_100A>.cmdX, 
FIG. 1B), step 303. 
Upon construction of the parse tree, the documentation 

generation tool creates an annotated command documenta 
tion intermediate ?le from the parse tree, utiliZing informa 
tion from the documentation content ?le, step 304. Impor 
tantly, in the present embodiment, user-provided content and 
generated documentation content is kept strictly separated 
from the command de?nition ?les. This advantageously 
obviates cluttering command speci?cations With long docu 
mentation content. Further, this advantageously facilitates 
localiZation into languages other than English, because only 
the doc-content ?le is translated. 
From the annotated command documentation ?le, the 

documentation generation tool generates a customiZed inter 
mediate ?le, step 305. In one embodiment, the intermediate 
?le may be generated as a Web-ready intermediate command 
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documentation ?le in HTML, step 305d. In the present 
embodiment, this intermediate command documentation ?le 
305d may subsequently be applied to generating HTML 
Webpages. 

In another embodiment, the intermediate report may be 
generated as an abridged intermediate command documen 
tation ?le, step 305a. In yet another embodiment, the inter 
mediate ?le may be generated as manpages, step 305m. At 
this point, process 300 may be complete. 

HoWever, in an alternative embodiment Wherein the inter 
mediate ?le Was generated as an intermediate command 
documentation ?le (step 305a), the documentation genera 
tion tool may call for the creation of detailed command 
documentation, step 306. In this alternative embodiment, 
upon calling for the detailed command documentation (step 
306), process 300 is complete. 

In one embodiment, a netWork extended help utility 
extracts the logic used to traverse the command parse tree 
and re-implements it on board a host operating system. In 
one embodiments, the operating system may be IOSTM. In 
another embodiment, the operating system may be another 
internetWorking operating system. In another embodiment, 
the operating system may be UNIX. In another embodiment, 
the host system may be any functional operating system. In 
yet another embodiment, the host operating system may be 
any feasible operating system. In the present embodiment, 
the netWork extended help utility thus enables traversing of 
actual parse chains in CLI. 

In the present embodiment, the extended help utility may 
create a unique ?le path and ?le name for HTML, XML, or 
textual output using command information stored in the 
source code. Advantageously, this enables the netWork 
extended help utility to derive an identical ?le path and ?le 
name using less logic resources than Would be required by 
storing the ?le path and ?le name on the host system (e.g., 
computer system 1000, FIG. 7), saving memory (e.g., 
memory 1010, FIG. 7) space and related resources. This 
enables the present embodiment to be implemented on very 
small systems and systems With memory constraints. 

In the present embodiment, the only generated document 
pages that Would be addressable Would be those for Which 
command information is already present in the host operat 
ing system via the extended help utility. The present embodi 
ment thus advantageously provides a tailored vieW of the 
command line documentation speci?c to the host operating 
system running the extended help utility. This notWithstand 
ing the applicability of the embodiment to operating systems 
of any type. 

Further, the present embodiment extends the CLI and 
Web-based con?guration interfaces. In response to a user 
command, the extended help utility traverses the parse tree 
created (e.g., step 302) to a current context in a command 
executive. Thus, in the present embodiment, the extended 
help utility becomes a context-sensitive help system, re?ec 
tive of a current con?guration state of the CLI. In one 
embodiment, path names and ?le names thus generated may 
be handed to a standard broWser. In an alternative embodi 
ment, path names and ?le names thus generated may be 
handed to a derivative/minimal broWser on board a host 
system (e.g., computer system 1000, FIG. 7). In either 
embodiment, netWork path names and host server names 
may be pre-pended accordingly. 

The present embodiment thus advantageously causes a 
user system to become a context sensitive help system for 
accessing on-line documentation. Further, combined With 
other embodiments of the present invention, the present 
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embodiment eliminates distinction betWeen user interface 
and on-line documentation, effectively combining them into 
a single service. 

In one implementation of the present invention, the output 
name and ?le name of generated content is derived from 
information contained in command line source descriptions. 
An embodiment that is able to programmatically generate 
the same ?le name and path name from ?nal parse chains on 
board a host system (e.g., computer system 1000, FIG. 7) 
thus acquires direct access to the generated content reduced 
storage demands on memory (e.g., memory 1010, FIG. 7). 
Thus, the present embodiment enables a documentation 
output to support development of a netWork extended user 
interfaces, advantageously augmenting local functionality 
With on-line documentation. 

With reference to FIG. 4, in accordance With one embodi 
ment of the present invention, the steps in a process 400 
enable generation of customiZed, intermediate representa 
tions, depicting greater detail than the shoWn in the gener 
aliZed process 300 (FIG. 3). Starting at step 401, a command 
de?nition ?le (e.g., <cmd_100A>.cmd, FIG. 1B) is marked, 
e.g., selected for detailed command documentation by a 
command documentation generation tool (e.g., documenta 
tion generation tool 202, FIG. 2). 

In step 402A, the command syntactic structure is read 
from the command ?le (e.g., <cmd_100A>.cmd, FIG. 1B). 
From the command syntax, the command name is deter 
mined by reference to the command linkpoint (e.g., link 
point 101A-1 FIGS. 1A and 1B), the ?rst Word or group of 
Words in a command (e.g., command 100A, FIGS. 1A and 
1B), and some keyWords (e.g., keyWord 102A-1, FIGS. 1A 
and 1B), step 403A. The command mode is determined, step 
404A. Then, in step 405A, the complete command syntax is 
delineated. 

In one embodiment, essentially simultaneously With read 
ing the command syntactic structure (step 402A), a com 
mand documentation generation tool (e.g., documentation 
generation tool 202, FIG. 2) determines if user-created 
document values exist in the command documentation con 
tent ?le (e.g., <cmd_100A>.cmdX, FIG. 1), step 402B. If so, 
the user document values are read and applied, step 403B-1. 

If no user-created document values exist in the command 
documentation content ?le (e.g., <cmd100A>.cmdX, FIG. 
1B), the command documentation generation tool automati 
cally generates values, step 403B-2. Argument names and 
descriptions are generated by reference to a ‘help’ ?eld in the 
command syntax. Purpose may be generated by reference to 
the command linkpoint, keywords, and mode. History may 
be generated by reference to command names in prior 
softWare releases. Related commands may be generated by 
reference to the names of prior command variants (e.g., 
command variant 10B, FIG. 1A). 
At this point, the command syntactic structure and the 

documentation values, either user-created or automatically 
generated, are combined, step 406. From this combination, 
in step 407, intermediate ?les are generated (e.g., as in step 
305, FIG. 3). 

In one embodiment, Webpage documents may be created 
by generation of a Web-ready intermediate ?le in HTML 
(e.g., step 305d, FIG. 3). In another embodiment, interme 
diate ?les are rendered as manpages (e.g., step 305m, FIG. 
3). In another embodiment, abbreviated intermediate com 
mand documentation ?les are produced (e.g., step 305a, 
FIG. 3). These abbreviated intermediate ?les may be uti 
liZed, in one embodiment, by a command lister tool (e.g., 
process 500, FIG. 5) to generate user-ready, human readable 
lists of all CLI commands in a particular release of an 
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operating system. In another embodiment, generation of 
other intermediate documentation may be enabled. 

With reference to FIG. 5, the steps in a process 500 enable 
the generation of annotated lists of commands and ?le 
names, in accordance With one embodiment of the present 
invention. Starting at step 501, the command documentation 
generation tool (e.g., documentation generation tool 202 
FIG. 2), in the present embodiment, assumes an “all com 
mands” mode, and checks its input parameter specifying any 
command de?nition ?les (e.g., <cmd_100A>.cmd, FIG. 
11B). In its all commands (all_cmds) mode, the documen 
tation generation tool becomes a command lister tool, 
capable of generating user-ready, human-readable lists of all 
of the names and syntax for all commands in a directory or 
?le. 

In step 502, the command lister tool determines if a tree 
directory is speci?ed. If a tree directory is speci?ed, in one 
embodiment, a UNIX ‘?nd’ utility is called, step 503. In 
another embodiment, an analogous utility in a respective 
other operating system is contacted. The output of the ?nd 
utility is used as a list of command ?les in the tree for the 
command lister tool, step 504. 

In step 505, the command lister tool saves all command 
?le names it obtains. The command lister tool then proceeds 
to sort the command ?le names, step 506. 

If no tree directory Was speci?ed in step 502, or, alterna 
tively, upon completion of step 506, the command lister tool 
proceeds to parse all speci?ed command ?les, step 507. 

During the parsing phase (e.g., step 507), intermediate 
progress messages are printed periodically, step 507-1. 
Upon parsing each speci?ed command ?le, the command 

lister tool generates an abridged intermediate ?le, step 508a. 
The abridged intermediate ?le may contain only tags for 
command syntax, mode, and privilege. In one embodiment, 
the tags are generated in Extensible Markup Language 
(XML). 

In step 508, a second pass is called to initiate the gen 
eration of an output ?le. For each command ?le, a ?le name, 
and for each command in the command ?le, the command 
name, command syntax, privilege, and mode are combined 
to generate an ‘all Commands Output’ (‘allCmdsOut’) ?le, 
step 509. Command ?les may contain information re?ecting 
the component, e.g., a modular constituent of the operating 
system, to Which the command ?le belongs. 

The command lister tool reads the allCmdsOut ?le, step 
510. 

Upon reading the allCmdsOut ?le (step 510), the com 
mand lister tool prints information, step 511. For each 
command ?le, the ?le name, component name, and compo 
nent oWner is printed. For each command in the command 
?le, the command lister tool prints the command name, the 
command syntax, and the privilege and mode of the com 
mand. 

When the printing of command and syntax information 
has been successfully executed (step 511), process 500 is 
complete. 

In accordance With one embodiment of the present inven 
tion, the steps of a process 600 enable the documentation by 
printing of commands and syntax. Starting With step 601, the 
command lister tool examines allCmdsOut ?le (e.g., as 
generated in step 509, FIG. 5). 
From the allCmdsOut ?le, the command lister tool prints 

each command ?le name and mode, calculating and printing 
the respective components and oWners of each, step 602 
(e.g., analogous to step 511, process 500, FIG. 5). 
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In step 603, the command lister tool prepares to polish the 

syntax of each command, and does so in the present embodi 
ment, by ?xing argument names to re?ect their types and/or 
help ?eld values, step 604. 
The command lister tool then prints the command syntax, 

step 605. 
Process 600 is completed upon successful printout of a 

summary, step 606. In the present embodiment, the summary 
may include the number of command ?les, the total number 
of commands, taking into consideration that there may be 
more than one command variant (e.g., 100A and 10B, FIG. 
1A) in any or all ?les, and the names of incomplete 
commands. 

In accordance With one embodiment of the present inven 
tion, a computer system 1000 and computer usable medium 
1000m enables the generation of documentation content 
from operating system command speci?cations. With refer 
ence to FIG. 7, computer system 1000 includes a bus 1001 

for communicating information, a central processor 1050 
coupled With the bus 1001 for processing information and 
instructions, and a memory unit 1010 (e.g., random access 
memory and/or read only memory) and a data storage 
system 1015 coupled With the bus 1001 for storing infor 
mation and instructions. Data storage system 1015 may be 
any magnetic and/or optical disc and drive/reader, or any 
other data storage device. 

In one embodiment of the present invention, the processes 
described, including but not limited to generation of inter 
mediate and high level documentation (e.g., Processes 300, 
400, 500, and 600, FIGS. 3, 4, 5, and 6, respectively) may 
be executed by processor 1050, Which may be an application 
speci?c integrated circuit (ASIC). Alternatively, these meth 
ods may be implemented by processor 1050 executing a 
program stored in memory 1010 and/or data storage system 
1015. It is appreciated that computer system 1000 may 
implement the invention by combinations of these schemes, 
or by alternatives other than those pictured. It is appreciated 
that computer system 1000 can include other elements not 
shoWn. It is further appreciated that computer system 1000 
may be constituted by any functional equivalent, or by any 
viable alternative architecture. 

In the present embodiment, computer system 1000 may 
also optionally include host interface circuitry 1020 coupled 
to bus 1001. Host interface circuitry 1020 includes an 
optional digital signal processor (DSP) 1022 for processing 
data to be transmitted or data that are received via commu 
nications device 1060 or via console port 1030, or netWork 
interface 1040. Alternatively, processor 1050 can perform 
some or all of the functions performed by DSP 1022. 

In the present embodiment, computer system 1000 may 
also optionally include a communications device 1060. 
Communications device 1060 may be a modulator/demodu 
lator (MODEM). Communications device 1060 enables 
communication via an auxiliary port 1070. 

In the present embodiment, computer system 1000 may 
be communicatively coupled With external computer termi 
nal 1035, directly via console port 1030, or through netWork 
interface 1040, via external netWork 1045. External netWork 
1045 may be a local area netWork (LAN), or any other 
feasible netWork con?guration. 

Computer system 1000 executes a program embodied in 
a computer readable medium 1000m Which may be deployed 
as embodied to various degrees betWeen processor 1050 
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(e.g., as 1000 mP), memory 1010 (e.g., as 1000 mM), and 
storage unit 1015 (e.g., as 1000 m5). 

In summary, in accordance With an embodiment of the 
present invention, a method, system, and computer usable 
medium that can automatically generate human-readable 
command documentation from operating system command 
speci?cations is described. The present invention also pro 
vides a method, system, and computer usable medium for 
generating Webpages and other transparent and readily 
accessible and applicable documents, readable by an end 
user, from speci?ed and generated document content. Fur 
ther, the present invention provides a method, system, and 
computer usable medium Which can accomplish the forego 
ing requirements, and Which is compatible With and appli 
cable to any operating system, and Which is applicable to 
Command Line Interface as Well as to other code. Further 
still, the present invention provides a method, system, and 
computer usable medium Which can automatically generate 
dynamic end user documentation and promulgate current 
lists of user available commands in softWare releases from 
live command speci?cations, obviating the necessity of 
manual documentation generation. Yet further still, the 
present invention provides a method, system, and computer 
usable medium Which accomplishes the foregoing require 
ments, While facilitating localiZation by implementing sepa 
ration of documentation content from command speci?ca 
tions, Without direct contact or interference With code. 

In one embodiment of the present invention deployed in 
a computer system implementing an operating system, com 
mand speci?cations are generated by automatically parsing 
command ?les and command documentation content for a 
command syntactic structure, automatically creating a parse 
tree from the structure, automatically annotating the parse 
tree With documentation annotations, and automatically 
compiling the annotations into an intermediate ?le. In one 
embodiment, the operating system, the CLI of Which is 
being documented, may be an internetWorking operating 
system. In one embodiment, the internetWorking operating 
system may be Cisco Systems’ InternetWorking Operating 
SystemTM (IOSTM). In another embodiment, the internet 
Working operating system may be progeny of IOSTM. Alter 
natively, in another embodiment, the operating system may 
be any operating system utiliZing commands. In one 
embodiment, further documentation is generated in high 
level format, such as HyperText Markup Language (HTML) 
and Extensible Markup Language (XML). In one embodi 
ment, the documentation is performed for the Command 
Line Interface of said operating system. In one embodiment, 
the documentation generation may involve automatically 
documenting commands, command variants, said syntactic 
structure, command ?les, automatically categoriZing the 
commands, command variants, syntactic structure, and said 
command ?les, automatically clarifying variations in the 
commands, command variants, syntactic structure, and com 
mand ?les betWeen releases of said operating system, and 
displaying commands, command variants, syntactic struc 
ture, and command ?les. In one embodiment, the documen 
tation generation may include generating command names 
and generating command syntax. In one embodiment, the 
documentation generation may create names for command 
arguments. 
An embodiment of the present invention, a method, 

system, computer readable medium for generating command 
documentation, is thus described. While the present inven 
tion has been described in particular embodiments, it should 
be appreciated that the present invention should not be 
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16 
construed as limited by such embodiments, but rather con 
strued according to the folloWing claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. In a computer system that implements an operating 

system, a method for generating documentation from a 
command speci?cation of said operating system, said 
method comprising: 

parsing command ?les and command documentation con 
tent ?les for a syntactic structure Wherein said com 
puter system performs an internetWorking function for 
a netWork; 

creating a parse tree from said syntactic structure Wherein 
an extended help utility associated With said netWork 
extracts logic for traversing said parse tree and re 
implements said logic on said operating system and 
Wherein said parse tree is traversed in Command Line 
Interface; 

annotating said parse tree With documentation annota 
tions; 

compiling said annotations into a ?rst documentation ?le, 
Wherein said documentation annotations comprises an 
intermediate representation of said syntactic structure 
and Wherein said command documentation is separate 
from said command speci?cation; and 

automatically generating a second documentation ?le, 
Wherein said second documentation ?le comprises a 
high level format Wherein said high level format com 
prises transparent human readable content that is local 
iZed in one or more of English and a non-English 
Writable human language. 

2. The method as recited in claim 1 Wherein said second 
documentation ?le comprises dynamic end user documen 
tation and a current list of user available commands. 

3. The method as recited in claim 2 Wherein said list is 
generated from a live command speci?cation. 

4. The method as recited in claim 3 Wherein said Wherein 
said second documentation ?le comprises one or more of a 
Web page, a manual page, and an abridged documentation 
information ?le Wherein said abridged documentation infor 
mation ?le is usable With a softWare tool. 

5. The method as recited in claim 3 Wherein said high 
level format comprises HyperText Markup Language. 

6. The method as recited in claim 3 Wherein said high 
level format comprises Extensible Markup Language. 

7. The method as recited in claim 1 Wherein said docu 
mentation is performed Within the Command Line Interface 
of said operating system. 

8. The method as recited in claim 1 further comprising: 
documenting commands, command variants, said syntac 

tic structure, and said command ?les; 
categoriZing said commands, said command variants, said 

syntactic structure, and said command ?les; 
clarifying variations in said commands, said command 

variants, said syntactic structure, and said command 
?les betWeen releases of said operating system; and 

displaying said commands, said command variants, said 
syntactic structure, and said command ?les. 

9. The method as recited in claim 8 Wherein said docu 
menting, said categoriZing, said clarifying, and said display 
ing are performed automatically. 

10. The method as recited in claim 8 further comprising: 
generating command names; 
generating command syntax; and 
generating names for command arguments. 
11. The method as recited in claim 10 Wherein said 

generating actions are performed automatically. 
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12. A computer system comprising: 
a bus wherein said computer system performs an inter 

netWorking function for a netWork; 
a memory coupled to said bus; and 
a processor coupled to said bus and implementing an 

operating system, said processor performing a method 
for generating documentation from command speci? 
cations of said operating system, said method compris 
ing: 
parsing command ?les and command documentation 

content ?les for a syntactic structure; 
creating a parse tree from said syntactic structure 

Wherein an extended help utility associated With said 
netWork extracts logic for traversing said parse tree 
and re-implements said logic on said operating sys 
tem; 

annotating said parse tree With documentation annota 
tions; 

compiling said annotations into a ?rst documentation 
?le, Wherein said documentation annotations com 
prises an intermediate representation of said syntac 
tic structure and Wherein said command documen 
tation is separate from said command speci?cation; 
and 

automatically generating a second documentation ?le, 
Wherein said second documentation ?le comprises a 
high level format Wherein said high level format 
comprises transparent human readable content that is 
localiZed in one or more of English and a non 
English Writable human language. 

13. The computer system as recited in claim 12 Wherein 
said second documentation ?le comprises one or more of a 
Web page, a manual page, and an abridged documentation 
information ?le Wherein said abridged documentation infor 
mation ?le is usable With a softWare tool. 

14. The computer system as recited in claim 13 Wherein 
said high level format comprises HyperText Markup Lan 
guage. 

15. The computer system as recited in claim 13 Wherein 
said high level format is Extensible Markup Language. 

16. The computer system as recited in claim 12 Wherein 
said documentation is performed Within the Command Line 
Interface of said operating system. 

17. The computer system as recited in claim 12 Wherein 
said method further comprises: 

documenting commands, command variants, said syntac 
tic structure, and said command ?les; 

categoriZing said commands, said command variants, said 
syntactic structure, and said command ?les; 

clarifying variations in said commands, said command 
variants, said syntactic structure, and said command 
?les betWeen releases of said operating system; and 

displaying said commands, said command variants, said 
syntactic structure, and said command ?les. 

18. The computer system as recited in claim 12 Wherein 
said method further comprises: 

generating command names; 
generating command syntax; and 
generating names for command arguments. 
19. A computer usable medium having a computer read 

able program code embodied therein for causing a computer 
system to perform a method for generating documentation 
from command speci?cations of an operating system 
thereof, said method comprising: 

parsing command ?les and command documentation con 
tent ?les for a syntactic structure Wherein said com 
puter system performs an internetWorking function for 
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a netWork Wherein an extended help utility associated 
With said netWork extracts logic for traversing said 
parse tree and re-implements said logic on said oper 
ating system; 

creating a parse tree from said syntactic structure; 
annotating said parse tree With documentation annota 

tions; 
compiling said annotations into a ?rst documentation ?le, 

Wherein said documentation annotations comprises an 
intermediate representation of said syntactic structure; 
and 

automatically generating a second documentation ?le, 
Wherein said second documentation ?le comprises a 
high level format, Wherein said high level format 
comprises transparent human readable content and 
Wherein said human readable content is localiZed in one 
or more of English and a non-English Writable human 
language. 

20. The computer usable medium as recited in claim 19 
Wherein said second documentation ?le comprises one or 
more of a Web page, a manual page, and an abridged 
documentation information ?le Wherein said abridged docu 
mentation information ?le is usable With a softWare tool. 

21. The computer usable medium as recited in claim 20 
Wherein said high level format comprises HyperText 
Markup Language. 

22. The system as recited in claim 20 Wherein said high 
level format is Extensible Markup Language. 

23. The computer usable medium as recited in claim 19 
Wherein said documentation is performed Within the Com 
mand Line Interface of said operating system. 

24. The computer usable medium as recited in claim 19 
Wherein said method further comprises: 

documenting commands, command variants, said syntac 
tic structure, and said command ?les; 

categoriZing said commands, said command variants, said 
syntactic structure, and said command ?les; 

clarifying variations in said commands, said command 
variants, said syntactic structure, and said command 
?les betWeen releases of said operating system; and 

displaying said commands, said command variants, said 
syntactic structure, and said command ?les. 

25. The computer usable medium as recited in claim 19 
Wherein said method further comprises: 

generating command names; 
generating command syntax; and 
generating names for command arguments. 
26. A system for generating documentation from com 

mand speci?cations of an operating system, said system 
comprising: 
means for parsing command ?les and command docu 

mentation content ?les for a syntactic structure Wherein 
said operating system functions With a computer for 
performing an internetWorking function for a netWork; 

means for creating a parse tree from said syntactic struc 
ture; 

means for annotating said parse tree With documentation 
annotations Wherein an extended help utility associated 
With said netWork extracts logic for traversing said 
parse tree and re-implements said logic on said oper 
ating system; 

means for compiling said annotations into a ?rst docu 
mentation ?le, Wherein said documentation annotations 
comprises an intermediate representation of said syn 
tactic structure; and 

means for automatically generating a second documenta 
tion ?le, Wherein said second documentation ?le com 
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prises a high level format Wherein said high level 
format comprises transparent human readable content 
and Wherein said human readable content is localiZed in 
one or more of English and a non-English Writable 
human language. 

27. The system as recited in claim 26 further comprising 
means for generating a second documentation ?le, Wherein 
said second documentation ?le comprises one or more of a 
Web page, a manual page, and an abridged documentation 
information ?le Wherein said abridged documentation infor 
mation ?le is usable With a softWare tool. 

28. The system as recited in claim 27 Wherein said high 
level format comprises HyperTeXt Markup Language. 

29. The system as recited in claim 27 Wherein said high 
level format comprises Extensible Markup Language. 

30. The system as recited in claim 26 Wherein said 
documentation is performed Within the Command Line 
Interface of said operating system. 

31. The system as recited in claim 26 further comprising: 
means for documenting commands, command variants, 

said syntactic structure, and said command ?les; 
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means for categoriZing said commands, said command 

variants, said syntactic structure, and said command 
?les; 

means for clarifying variations in said commands, said 
command variants, said syntactic structure, and said 
command ?les betWeen releases of said operating sys 
tem; and 

means for displaying said commands, said command 
variants, said syntactic structure, and said command 
?les. 

32. The system as recited in claim 26 further comprising: 

means for generating command names; 

means for generating command syntaX; and 

means for generating names for command arguments. 

33. The system as recited in claim 32 further comprising 
means for utiliZing said command names in an interface 
application. 


