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T0 at” whom, it may concern. 
; Be it known that I, CHARLES 
citizen of the United States,‘ residing at Had 
don?eld, in the county of Camden and State 
of New Jersey, have invented new and useful 
Improvements in Seals,of which the following 
is a speci?cation. ' 
My invention relates to‘ seals for envelops, 

legal documents, and the like, and has for its 
object to provide a seal as an article of manu 
facture that will'be adapted to be attached to 
the article to be sealed by adhesion and will 
be capable of receiving a relief design from a 
sealing-stamp without the use of a‘ counter 
die, such as'is usually employed in sealing 
stamps of this character. This object I ac 
complish by forming the seal of a thin top sur 
face of paper,‘ linen, or other suitable mate 
rial and a relatively thicker backing or un 
der surface of plastic material,preferably pos 
sessing adhesive qualities that will enable it 
when moistened to adhere to the surface to 
‘be sealed. For this backing or under sur 
face I prefer to employ that substance of 
which the article known in the trade as a 
“sealing-wafer ” is composed, the ‘.same hav— 
ing usually a reddish color and possessing 
the desired adhesive qualities. When a seal 
composed as above described is applied to an 
article to be sealed, the'upper surface of pa 

' per or fabric receives the pressure of the seal 
, ing-stamp, and thus acts as an intermediate 
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protecting medium to prevent the underlying 
plastic material from sticking to the surface 
of the sealing-stamp, while at the same time 
the said relatively thicker underlying plastic 
material will force said paper or fabric sur 
face into the interstices of the intaglio seal 
ing-stamp, thus leavingthe design in relief 
on the seal and dispensing with the necessity 
for an underlying counter-die to obtain this 
relief effect. I t ' ' 

v In the drawings accompanying this speci? 
cation, Figure 1 is a sectional view of my im 
proved seal. Fig. 2 is a bottom plan View of 
the same, and Fig.3is a sectional view show 
ing the same applied to an envelop of pecul 
iar construction. 

Similar numerals of reference denote corre- ' 
sponding parts in the several views. . 
In the said drawings the reference-numera 

11.1mm, a‘ 
1 denotesthe upper surface of paper or other.’v 
fabric, and 2 the backing or under surface of 
plastic material, the two being united by ad 
hesion to form a composite article. A pre 
ferred substance for ‘the uppersurface l is 
thin paper, though I do not limit myself to 
the same, as I may employ any suitable fab 
ric, such as linen, with equally advantageous 
results. As hereinbefore stated, I prefer to 
employ for the backing or under surface 2 
that substance of which the article known in _ 
the trade as a “ sealing-wafer ” is composed, 
the same possessing’the desired adhesive‘ 
quality‘ not'only to unite it with the upper 
surface 1,but also to unite it with the article to 
be sealed by simply moistening the same‘. I do 
not, however, limit myself, to such material, 
as I may employ any other suitable material 
for said backing 2, theprimary function ‘of 

65 

70 
the same being to provide a yielding bed that . n 
will force the upper surface 1 into the inter 
stices of the intaglio surface ofthe sealing~ 
stamp when the latter is pressed thereon, 
thuspobtaining a seal in relief without the use 
of a counter-die. ' ‘ i ‘ ‘_ 

i In Fig. 31-1 have illustrated my‘improved 

construction, saidconstruction of envelop be 
ing fully disclosed; in Letters Patent No. 
674,785, granted ‘May 21, 1901, to myself and 
Clinton -A.~Higbee, the same consisting of a‘ 

' central depressed portion 4 and an outer cir 
cumferential portion 5, ?ush with the (body 
of the envelop, both of said portions being in 
tended to receive a sealing medium and to 
have imprinted thereon in relief the design 
of the seal. As shown, my improved seal inn 
printed by a suitable sealing-stamp will fol 
low the con?guration of the depressed por 
tion and will receive the relief design on both 
said depressed portion and on the surround 

. ing portion flush with the body of the envelop, 
it being apparent that said seal may be read 
ily applied after moisteningthe surface 2 
and that said portion 2 will afford the desired 
plastic cushion forforcing-the upper surface 
1 into the interstices of the‘design in the in; 
taglio sealing-stamp when applied thereto, 
thus dispensing with the necessity for a re 
lief counter-die, which it would be impossible 
to use in sealing such an article as an en 
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'seal as applied to an envelop 3"of peculiar ‘ ’ 
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velop filled with matter to be transported. A 
further double function performed by the up 
per surface 1 when permanently applied to 
the underlying plastic backing2 is, ?rst, that 
it forms a protecting medium for said back 
ing, thus permitting- the article to be more 
readily handled and applied and with less 
danger of disintegration, it being well known 
that the substance composing sealing-wafers 
is of itself very fragile, and, secondly, that 
when the sealing-stamp is applied the neces 
sity for wetting the surface of the latter is 
dispensed with, the fabric surface 1 having 
no adherent qualities such as possessed by 
sealing Wafers, Wax, and other plastic sub 
stances, thus permitting a power-press to be 
employed in imprinting the design to the seal. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

698,301 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. A seal for envelops, documents, and the 
like, consisting of but two parts; a top sur 
face of fabric,‘and a relatively thicker under 
surface of plastic material. 

2. A seal for envelope, documents, and the 
like, consisting of but two parts; a top sur 
face of fabric, and a relatively thicker under 
surface of adhesive plastic material. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand in the presence of two subscribing 
witnesses. 

CHARLES H. MANN. 
\Vitnesses: _ 

REUBEN FITZKEE, 
J. OMAR Goon. 
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