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TEST PACING WRISTWATCH WITH 
VIBRATION REMINDER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention pertains generally to the ?eld of timing and 
pacing devices, and more speci?cally to a device for pacing 
an examinee through an examination, so that he or she 
(hereinafter “it”) is silently and unobtrusively reminded to 
monitor its progress throughout a standardiZed multiple 
choice test so as to complete the test on time and in a calm, 
consistent manner. 

Education in developed countries has increasingly relied 
upon standardiZed testing as a Way of de?ning and quanti 
fying educational potential and achievement. Multiple 
choice testing has become the method of choice, providing 
a cost effective and ef?cient means to assess knowledge. 
Lives are molded by hoW students perform on tests such as 
the SAT, GRE and a rich variety of vocational exams, from 
civil service to professional exams such as legal or medical 
boards. Performance on standardiZed tests determines an 
individual’s ability and opportunity to ful?ll its dreams and 
provide for its families. Unfortunately, varying skill at test 
taking mechanics presents a confounder to assessing student 
ability. 

Students in all Walks of life have massive dif?culty in 
pacing themselves While taking a test. Often they rush 
themselves, incorrectly overestimating hoW fast they should 
progress through the questions, making mistakes they Would 
not have made if they had paced themselves better. 
Typically, they end the test With time remaining and then 
struggle to make changes Which are generally unadvisable. 
Worse, other students underestimate their speed, being 
caught up in beginning questions only to ?nd time has run 
out and they cannot ?nish the exam. This invention effec 
tively stops these catastrophes. 

In addition to the most common standardiZed tests and 
users, several speci?c situations offer particularly dif?cult 
testing challenges. This invention levels the ?eld for persons 
Who have the required knoWledge and intelligence yet may 
have learning disabilities. Learning challenges such as 
Attention De?cit Disorder can make pacing particularly 
important, since consistent effort is especially dif?cult. For 
the deaf test taker, the device becomes especially useful, 
since the vibratory reminder becomes the best form of 
communication With the user. Advanced users, such as those 
facing a series of long essays over several hours in laW 
school, for example, may easily lose track of the appropriate 
pace despite the relatively small number of questions they 
face. For this application, it is particularly practical to be 
able to, by pressing a single button, see hoW much time 
remains Within a speci?c question’s time interval in order to 
be on pace. 

Various timing and countdoWn devices are Well estab 
lished in the prior art. There exist timing devices capable of 
signaling progressive elapses of countdoWn periods, such as 
US. Pat. No. 4,451,158 (SelWyn et al). This discloses a 
countdoWn timer utiliZing a voice synthesizer to announce 
the elapsed countdoWn. There exists dual function Wrist 
Watch and time calculating devices, such as US. Pat. No. 
5,301,154 (Suga), Which discloses a device Which Works as 
both a pulse frequency calculator and memory device for 
runners While running a given distance as Well as a Wrist 
Watch. HoWever, there is minimal prior art that is suitable as 
Well as effective for use in the preeminent educational 
proving ground of our time, the standardiZed multiple choice 
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2 
test. Since most standardiZed tests have a plurality of ques 
tions of similar average dif?culty and a predetermined 
amount of time allotted in Which to ansWer them, successful 
examinees must pace themselves in order to appropriately 
spread their efforts during the test. 
TWo crucial aspects govern the success of a pacing device 

for standardiZed tests. Firstly and most obviously, the device 
must be permitted by the rules governing the taking of most 
standardiZed tests. Most standardiZed tests speci?cally pro 
hibit the bringing of all personal belongings to a test, With 
the exception of identi?cation, glasses, handicapped assis 
tance devices and a WristWatch. Most standardiZed tests 
speci?cally prohibit the bringing of any calculating devices 
of any kind. Most standardiZed tests speci?cally prohibit the 
bringing of any device With noise making ability or audible 
alarms Which are not shut off, so that other test takers sitting 
nearby are not disturbed. 

The second critical aspect is that a test pacing device not 
just have the relatively simple computing ability to divide 
the time, but also the functional ability to prompt the user to 
use the device throughout the test. This is essential because 
examinations are tremendously stressful, for both children 
as Well as adults. It is entirely impractical to rely on the 
already maximally stressed user to remember yet more 
things, namely to appropriately schedule checking their 
pacer Watch. The users Who need the device the most, 
Whether they simply have trouble developing a consistent 
rhythm on a test or Who have more signi?cant dif?culties 
such as Attention De?cit Disorder, are precisely the users 
Who can least be relied upon to consistently check their 
pacer Without prompting. 

Pacing examinees during multiple choice tests has been 
addressed in the prior art by a number of United States 
Patents, such as US. Pat. No. 5,140,564 (Rich, Aug. 18, 
1992), US. Pat. No. 5,642,334 (Liberman, Jun. 24, 1997) 
and US. Pat. No. 5,796,681 (AronZo, Aug. 18, 1998). 
HoWever, these solutions entirely fail both of these tWo 
critical aspects that Would alloW for practical use during a 
standardiZed multiple choice examination. 
US. Pat. No. 5,140,564 Was granted to Rich. It described 

a square box to be used during a test for pacing. HoWever, 
as an electronic item of personal property that is not a 
Wristwatch, it might be prohibited at most standardiZed 
multiple choice tests. Even if test proctors Were inclined to 
bend the rules of an exam, their oWn common sense Would 
tell them that advances in electronics and memory might 
alloW a box With a plurality of sWitches and a display to be 
programmed With an enormous amount of information 
Which might be useful and therefore might represent cheat 
ing on an exam. 

Similarly, the dual function of US. Pat. No. 5,642,334 
(Liberman) is that of a pacing device and mechanical pencil. 
Its function necessitates an alphanumeric keyboard and 
display, alloWing the possibility of enormous calculation and 
innformation storage capabilities. US. Pat. No. 5,796,681 
(AronZo) is a freestanding device that displays the examin 
ee’s question ansWering time, providing large statistical 
displays in most embodiments, large numbers of buttons in 
other embodiments, and in no embodiment having dual 
function as a WristWatch. 

Of equal importance, the second critical issue of remind 
ing the user to use the pacer during the test has not 
practically been solved until the device of the present 
invention. U.S. Ser. No. 5,140,564 (Rich) provided users no 
reminder or alert for the user to remember, despite the stress 
of the exam, to use the device appropriately While taking the 
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test. Users might either forget about the device completely, 
or until it Was too late to repair their incorrect pace, or Worse, 
might Waste the precious time the device is supposed to help 
manage by continually checking the display. 
US. Pat. No. 5,642,334 (Liberman) has ?ashing Warning 

lights Which, since light is free to travel about in an 
examination room, Would be disturbing to adjacent test 
takers. Its ef?ciency at alerting the user Would be similar to 
its ef?ciency at annoying nearby examinees. This might 
cause the device’s con?scation, resulting in tremendous 
stress for the user, or Worse, might cause the user to be 
disquali?ed on the grounds that personal electronic devices 
Which are not WristWatches had been brought into the test. 
Similarly, US. Pat. No. 5,796,681 (AronZo) describes the 
Way to “ . . . display a shortage of time is by ?ashing or 

changing color,” or With an audible signal. This likeWise 
might not be alloWed at a standardiZed exam. 

US. Pat. No. 5,282,181 (Entner) describes a Wearable 
alarm Watch enabling a deaf person to enjoy the bene?ts of 
Wearing an alarm Watch. The device has no ability to input 
information useful in a test nor does it have any pacing 
ability of any kind. US. Pat. No. 5,878,004 (Miyauchi) 
further describes a WristWatch vibration alarm With a ?at 
stator type bipolar stepping motor With a rotor of high 
durability Which requires loW poWer consumption. It does 
not describe any test taking usefulness. 

Multi-mode electronic Wrist Watches are Well-knoWn in 
the art to perform functions in addition to basic timekeeping 
and date keeping, such as displaying alternate time Zones, 
beeping alarm Watches, and pace-setting for runners. These 
alternate capabilities, or modes, are selected by actuating 
manual sWitches on the Watch in a prescribed sequence and 
observing the results on the Watch display. Examples of 
multi-mode electronic WristWatches, all in the name of Tom 
Thinesen, are seen in US. Pat. No. 4,989,188 (temporarily 
vieWing a mode other than the current mode), US. Pat. No. 
5,050,141 (pacing a runner With periodic beeping sounds) 
and US. Pat. No. 5,257,244 (displaying instructional mes 
sages for mode navigation). 

Accordingly, one object of the present invention is to 
provide a dual function WristWatch and test pacer that can be 
used to pace the examinee’s progress and provide silent 
reminder alert points in standardiZed multiple choice tests or 
other types of timed examinations. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a test pacing 
device With a vibration function that critically enhances the 
practical usefulness of the device by providing alert point 
reminders Which in no Way disturb others, yet are dif?cult 
for the user to accidentally ignore. 

Another object of the invention is to provide an improved 
multi-mode WristWatch, particularly adapted as a test timing 
pacer and periodic reminder, but With no function, Which 
might cause it to be barred from the examination room. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Brie?y stated, the invention comprises an improvement in 
a multi-mode electronic timepiece especially adapted to 
assist a user to take a multiple question timed examination, 
the timepiece having an electrooptic display, a memory, a 
vibrator alarm device, several manually actuated actuators 
and a programmable integrated circuit programmed to keep 
time and to provide several timepiece operating modes 
including a test timer mode, the integrated circuit being 
further programmed to permit an operator to sWitch betWeen 
modes in response to actuation of a selected actuator; the 
integrated circuit being further programmed to display infor 
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4 
mation relating to the examination in response to actuation 
of a selected actuator; the integrated circuit being further 
programmed to display, to increment, to decrement, and to 
store displayed information in memory in response to actua 
tion of a selected actuator, to perform calculations thereon 
and to display information and results of calculations on the 
display; the integrated circuit being further programmed to 
provide vibrations produced by said vibrator alarm device in 
response to information stored in memory. 

The improvement of the present invention includes a test 
timer setting mode adapted to enable a user to select and 
store in memory 1) a selected examination time period, 2) a 
selected number of examination questions, and 3) a selected 
number of alert points, and a test timer mode adapted 1) to 
display time remaining in the examination and the question 
number corresponding to time remaining, and 2) to actuate 
said vibrator alarm device at each occurrence of an alert 
point. In a further improvement, a pre-selected message is 
displayed at pre-selected alert points after actuating the 
vibrator alarm device. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

This invention, both as to organiZation and method of 
practice, together With further objects and advantages 
thereof, Will best be understood by reference to the folloW 
ing description taken in connection With the accompanying 
draWings, in Which: 

FIG. 1 is a simpli?ed plan vieW of the test timer Watch, 
shoWn in test timer run mode, 

FIG. 2 is a simpli?ed block diagram of the test timer 
Watch of FIG. 1, and the associated display, 

FIG. 3 is a simpli?ed diagram of operation sequence, 
indicating basic operation modes of the test timer Watch, 

FIG. 4 is a detailed block diagram illustrating states of 
operation While in the test timer set mode, 

FIG. 5 is a detailed block diagram illustrating states of 
operation While in the test timer run mode, 

FIGS. 6A and 6B are WristWatch displays illustrating a 
typical sequence of display appearances during the test timer 
set mode, just prior to beginning a standardiZed test, 

FIGS. 7A, 7B and 7C are WristWatch diaplays illustrating 
a typical sequence of display appearances for setting vibra 
tion reminders to be displayed during the exam, 

FIGS. 8A, 8B, 8C, SD, SE and SF are WristWatch displays 
illustrating typical display appearances, including relaxation 
messages, to be displayed during the actual taking of the test. 

FIGS. 9A, 9B, 9C, 9D and 9E are WristWatch displays 
illustrating typical displays during the actual taking of the 
test if the examinee elects to have vibration alert points and 
messages displayed after each quarter of the test. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring noW to FIG. 1 of the draWing, an exam pacing 
Watch 10 is housed in a plastic case 12 of Water and shock 
resistant design and a standard adjustable Wrist strap (not 
shoWn). Stamped into the back of the pacing device are 
Words similar to “This Watch is a pacing device, and has no 
memory recall ability, calculation data display or noise 
functions.” A number of side mounted manually activated 
sWitches preferably implemented as push button sWitches 
S1, S2, S3 and S4, each in turn labeled ADVANCE, SET, 
MODE/SELECT and LIGHT are arranged to close spring 
metal contacts internally in a manner Well-knoWn in the art. 
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An electrooptical display 12 is disposed in the top of the 
case, typically a liquid crystal display, and is divided into a 
?rst upper set of actuatable segments 14 and a second loWer 
set of actuatable segments 15 for displaying alphanumerical 
patterns. 
Time of Day Mode 

FIG. 1 depicts the Watch in normal time of day mode. The 
upper segments 14 display the time in hours, minutes and 
seconds in a digital fashion. The loWer segments display the 
abbreviation for the day of the Week as Well as the date, With 
the digital representation of the day of the month and the 
month separated by a backslash symbol. The display may 
also include a number of connected letters to be actuated to 
display an entire Word representing the month, and day of 
Week. 

Referring noW to FIG. 2, of the draWing the diagram 
illustrates an integrated circuit Which is a commercially 
available mask-programmable microcomputer chip, herein 
after designated microcomputer 18, having internal 
microprocessor, RAM and ROM memory, input and output 
circuits, LCD display drive circuits and programmed 
instruction sets. Many similar microcomputers are readily 
available, but a suitable microcomputer for this application 
is Part Number SPL09A1 by SUNPLUS Technology. Any 
such microcomputers may be programmed using masks 
during the ?nal stages of the production process to complete 
standard instructions in the manner of knoWn computers. 
Depending on the type of microcomputer selected, a sepa 
rate ROM memory 20, and a separate decoder/driver 22 may 
be included as separate integrated circuit chips. 

Also shoWn in FIG. 2 is vibrator 24, driven by a vibrating 
motor, Whose activation creates a vibration alert felt by the 
Wearer of the device of the preferred embodiment. Many 
similar small siZe vibration generating motors are readily 
available, but a suitable vibrator for this application is Part 
Number SE-54E by Shicoh Engineering. 

Also shoWn in FIG. 2 are the schematic circuit represen 
tations of the manually actuated sWitches labeled S1, S2, S3 
and S4. Enclosed in the Watchcase With the integrated circuit 
and the electooptical display 12 are a number of additional 
circuit elements Which are Well knoWn to those skilled in the 
art and normally understood to be part of the operational 
parts of a digital WristWatch circuit. These include a quartZ 
crystal 26 serving as a timebase in the timer clock. An 
energy source is provided in the form of a button type energy 
cell (not shoWn) in the Watch module. Several ?xed value 
capacitors (not shoWn) are combined With other circuit 
elements in the microcomputer to boost the output voltage to 
drive the electrooptical display through the display decoder/ 
driver 22, the last of Which has several parallel leads Which 
connect to the various actuatable segments of the electroop 
tical display 12. These display lines are numbered 14, 15 and 
16 as shoWn in FIG. 1. 

Brie?y, the different functional modes available in the 
Watch are as folloWs: 

Test Timer Mode (FIG. 3) 
Test timer mode is entered by pressing S3 (Mode/Select) 

from the normal time of day mode. Entry into test timer 
mode is signaled by the Words “test mode” displayed in 
groups of segments forming complete Words or symbols in 
display line 16 betWeen lines 14 and 15. Pressing S2 (Set) 
or simply Waiting approximately three seconds enters Test 
Tim r Set mode. Pressing S4 (Light) Will, as in most cases, 
throughout this description, illuminate the electrolumines 
cent display. 
Test Timer Set Mode (FIG. 4) 

This mode is used to set the exam parameters prior to 
beginning an exam. Initially the display shoWs (FIG. 6A) a 
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representation of Zero hours and Zero minutes on the upper 
line folloWed by a T/TIME on the loWer line, representing 
the test length or examination time period Which must be 
inputted. A ?ag display in the central line reads “set test 
timer.” Pressing S3 (Mode/Select) selects digits Which ?rst 
cause the left hand (hours) analog digit, then the second 
(tens of minutes) and then the third (minutes) analog digits 
to pulse on and off, indicating they are ready to be set. 
Setting each digit is accomplished by pressing S1 (Advance) 
Which advances the analog numerical display of this digit by 
one With each pressing, in the customary fashion. In each 
case, pressing S2 (Set) sets this digit and causes the next 
digit in turn from left to right to pulse indicating it also may 
be set in the same fashion. 

After the examination time period has been thus input, the 
display shifts as shoWn in FIG. 4 to alloW the user to input 
the number of examination questions. The display shoWs 
(FIG. 6B) a representation of “000” questions on the upper 
line and the message NO/QST on the loWer line. The Zero 
representing “hundreds” of questions pulses on and off, 
representing the opportunity to set the number of questions 
on the exam. This number is likeWise input by pressing S1 
(Advance) until the desired number is reached and then 
pressing S2 (Set) to set it. Holding S1 (Advance) for longer 
than approximately tWo seconds alloWs the numbers to 
scroll rapidly in the customary fashion, stopping When S1 
(Advance) is released and alloWing for single presses of the 
button to further set the number of questions until the desired 
number is reached and S2 (Set) is pressed. In like manner the 
“tens” and “units” of questions are input as illustrated in 
FIG. 4. 
The next parameters to be input are the time intervals to 

set the alert points at Which a vibrating alarm Will prompt the 
examinee to check the pace With Which it is completing the 
exam. Thus, When the vibration occurs, the examinee Will 
knoW to look at the device and compare the question number 
indicated on the loWer display line With the question number 
that it is currently considering. By doing so, the examinee 
knoWs that if it has at least completed this question number 
it is on pace to complete the exam in the time allotted. 

To commence the alert point setting sequence as shoWn in 
FIG. 4, the Word “signal” is shoWn on the upper display line. 
The Words “set timer mode” is displayed on the central ?ag 
line. The loWer display line initially displays the Word 
“none,” (FIG. 7A), Which pulses indicating that it may be set 
by sequentially pressing S1 (Advance). 

Pressing S2 (Set) Would provide the examinee With no 
additional vibration alerts other than the preset default 
vibration Which occurs as a ?nal alert point When ten 
minutes are remaining in the test. Note that if a test length 
of less than ten minutes is input, no vibration alert Will occur. 
The user may select a number of alert points at Which the 

Watch Will vibrate to alert the examinee to check its 
progress. If instead of pressing S2 (Set) the user presses S1 
(Advance) once, this changes the loWer display line to 
indicate the fraction 1/2, represented by a 1, a backslash and 
a 2, folloWed by TME, representing the Word “time” (FIG. 
7B). Pressing S2 (Set) Would provide the examinee With an 
additional vibration alert point (other than the preset default 
vibration With ten minutes remaining in the test) at the half 
Way point of the exam. This input is used to calculate and 
establish an alert point Which falls at the half-Way point in 
the examination time period. The time to reach this alert 
point is counted up in the same manner as are the number of 
exam questions. 

If instead of pressing S2 (Set), the user again presses S1 
(Advance), the display line 15 changes to the fraction 1A, 
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represented by a 1, a backslash and a 4. Pressing S2 (Set) 
provides the examinee With a vibration alert point at the 
completion of each quarter of the exam, in addition to the 
default alert Which occurs When there are ten minutes 
remaining in the test. 

In any of these cases in test timer signal mode, pressing 
S2 (Set) initiates the device to display the input test time and 
input number of questions. As example, this application Will 
use a test length of one hour and forty ?ve minutes, having 
60 questions (FIG. 7C). Pressing S1 (Advance) begins Test 
Timer Run Mode and is pressed by the examinee at the 
commencement of the test. 
Test Timer Run Mode (FIG. 5) 

This mode is used during the test. After S1 (Advance) is 
pressed by the examinee When it is told to begin the test, the 
display reads “Good Luck.” (FIG. 8A) for approximately 
three seconds, con?rming that Test Timer Run Mode is noW 
in operation. From this point on during the test, the succes 
sively decrementing time remaining for the examination is 
simultaneously displayed on upper display line 14 With the 
successively incrementing test question number shoWn on 
loWer display line 15. This represents the question number 
that should have been reached by that time in order to 
complete the test in the time allotted. The central ?ag line 16 
noW reads “Test Timer” as it does at all times during test 
timer run mode With the exception When text massages are 
displayed (such as “Good Luck,” described above). To 
continue With the example above, ten minutes after the test 
had begun (FIG. 7C), the display shoWs one hour thirty ?ve 
minutes remaining in the test and question number 6 (FIG. 
8B). Display line 14 shoWs the hours and minutes separated 
by a colon. The ?ag display line 16 continuously shows the 
Words “Test Timer,” Display line 15 shoWs the letters 
“QST,” representing the Word “question” folloWed by the 
number six indicating that the test taker should be Working 
on question number six or higher. By doing so, the test taker 
Will knoW that if he or she continues at that same pace, they 
Will complete the examination in the time allotted. 

If the test taker has selected “none” in the Test Timer 
Signal mode, the only vibration alert that he or she Will 
receive Will be the default one Which occurs at ten minutes 
prior to the conclusion of the test. After this alert, as With all 
vibration alerts during Test Timer Run mode in the preferred 
embodiment, a relaxing or encouraging message (“Almost 
Done”) Will be displayed for approximately three seconds 
(FIG. 8C). 

If the test taker has selected “V2” in the Test Timer Signal 
mode, in addition to the default vibration alert at ten minutes 
remaining, the test taker Will receive an additional vibration 
alert When 1/2 of the exam time has elapsed. Thus, in the 
example above in the preferred embodiment, 52 minutes and 
30 seconds after initiating the exam Whose duration has been 
input as 1 hour 45 minutes (FIG. 7C), a vibration alert Would 
occur. The display Would shoW the message “Half Way” 
(FIG. 8D) for approximately three seconds folloWed by the 
calming message “Calm Breath” (FIG. SE) for approxi 
mately three seconds, With the screen reverting back to the 
typical Test Timer Run mode display With time remaining 
shoWn on display line 14 and the question that should have 
been reached on display line 15 (FIG. 8F). 

Similarly, if the test taker has selected “it” in the Test 
Timer Signal mode, the test taker Will receive tWo additional 
vibration alerts. Thus, in total, they Will receive vibration 
alerts at times-corresponding to: 1) the time When 1A of the 
exam allotted time has elapsed, 2) the time When 1/2 of the 
exam allotted times has elapsed, 3) the time When 3A of the 
exam allotted time has elapsed and 4) the default vibration 
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8 
alert at ten minutes remaining in the exam. In our example, 
these Would occur in sequence after: 1) 26% minutes, 2) 521/2 
minutes, 3) 78% minutes, and 4) 1 hour and 35 minutes. The 
display sequences occurring at the half Way point in the 
exam as Well as With ten minutes remaining in the exam 
Would occur identically to the last example, as if the test 
taker had selected “V2” in the Test Timer Signal mode. The 
tWo additional alerts Would occur With similar display 
sequences ending in neW messages. When 1A of the exam 
time allotted has elapsed, the displayed message sequence 
Would be “Done 1A” for approximately three seconds fol 
loWed by “Stay Sharp” for approximately three seconds 
(FIGS. 9A and 9B). When 3A of the exam time allotted has 
elapsed, the displayed messages sequence Would be “Done 
3A” for approximately three seconds folloWed by “Relax” for 
approximately three seconds (FIGS. 9C and 9D). 
At the ?nish of the input exam time, When the time 

remaining reaches Zero, the display shoWs “Time is Up” 
(FIG. 9E) for approximately three seconds folloWed by the 
Words “Good Job” for approximately three seconds. After 
this, the display reverts to the initial Test Timer Set mode 
display, (FIG. 6A). This can be used to set neW exam time 
parameters for the next test. Pressing S3 (Mode) Will take 
the user back to normal time of day mode, as described 
above. 

Alarm Mode and Time of Day Mode 
The multimode electronic Watch has the usual functions 

found in such a Watch, such as a time-of-day mode and an 
alarm mode, as are Well knoWn in the prior art. Alarm mode 
is entered by successively pressing the mode/select sWitch 
S3 from the normal time of day mode as shoWn in FIG. 3. 
If other than a vibration alarm is desired, this is selected and 
indicated by an alarm symbol on the display ?ag line 16 in 
the customary fashion. The operation of electronic time 
pieces in this type of “alarm set mode” is Well knoWn as is 
“time of day set” mode and is not discussed in any detail in 
this application. 

Other embodiments of the present invention Would have 
additional choices for vibration alerts and messages. For 
example, rather than selecting the number of alert points and 
calculating the time intervals betWeen alert points, the user 
Would be able to set a time increment representing the time 
interval betWeen successive vibration alerts and messages, 
such as every ten minutes, every ?ve minutes or Whatever 
number of minutes Was selected until the completion of the 
exam. Another embodiment might create a pool of potential 
messages of encouragement and relaxation, Which Would be 
selected from at random by the device and displayed at 
Whatever intervals are selected for vibration alert during the 
exam. Thus, in addition to the encouraging messages 
described above, additional messages might include: “Keep 
Calm,” “Stay Smooth,” “Shake Out,” “Keep Focus,” 
“You’re Right,” “Stay Cool,” “Move Neck,” “Chill Out,” 
and “Stay Strong.” Another embodiment might have the 
ability for the examinee to select these messages to appear 
Without an associated vibration alert, providing a calming 
in?uence Without the vibration prompt. Other embodiments 
Within the scope of the invention are pocket Watch versions, 
necklace versions, as Well as pager or keychain versions. All 
of these are carried on the person and capable of causing the 
examinee to feel the vibrator alarm device. 

While there has been described What is considered to be 
the preferred embodiment of the invention, other modi?ca 
tions Will occur to those skilled in the art, and it is desired 
to secure in the appended claims all such modi?cations as 
fall Within the true spirit, and the scope of the invention. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. Improvement in a multi-mode electronic timepiece, 

said timepiece having an electrooptic display, a memory, a 
vibrator alarm device, a plurality of manually actuated 
actuators and a programmable integrated circuit pro 
grammed to keep time and to provide a plurality of time 
piece operating modes, said integrated circuit being further 
programmed to permit an operator to sWitch betWeen modes 
in response to actuation of a selected actuator; said inte 
grated circuit being further programmed to display informa 
tion in response to actuation of a selected actuator; said 
integrated circuit being further programmed to display, to 
increment, to decrement, and to store displayed information 
in memory in response to actuation of a selected actuator, to 
perform calculations thereon and to display said information 
and results of said calculations on said display; said inte 
grated circuit being further programmed to provide vibra 
tions produced by said vibrator alarm device in response to 
information stored in memory, Wherein said improvement 
comprises; 

a multi-mode electronic timepiece especially adapted to 
assist a user to take a multiple question timed 
examination, said multi-mode electronic timepiece 
comprising: 
a test timer setting mode adapted to enable a user to 

select and store in memory 1) a selected examination 
time period, 2) a selected number of examination 
questions, and 3) a selected number of alert points; 
and 

a test tinier mode being adapted 1) to display time 
remaining in the examination and the question num 
ber corresponding to time remaining, and 2) to 
actuate said vibrator alarm device at each occurrence 
of an alert point; 

said multi-mode electronic timepiece in said timer 
mode being operable to calculate the time remaining 
for each displayed question number, the time remain 
ing for said displayed question number being selec 
tively displayed responsive to actuation of a selected 
actuator. 

2. The improvement according to claim 1, Wherein said 
test timer mode causes said display means to display a 
pre-selected message on the electrooptic display at pre 
selected alert points after actuating said vibrator alarm 
device. 

3. Improvement in a multi-mode electronic timepiece, 
said timepiece having an electrooptic display, a memory, a 
vibrator alarm device, a plurality of manually actuated 
actuators and a programmable integrated circuit pro 
grammed to keep time and to provide a plurality of time 
piece operating modes including a test timer mode, said 
integrated circuit being further programmed to permit an 
operator to sWitch betWeen modes in response to actuation 
of a selected actuator; said integrated circuit being further 
programmed to display information in response to actuation 
of a selected actuator; said integrated circuit being further 
programmed to display, to increment, to decrement, and to 
store displayed information in memory in response to actua 
tion of a selected actuator, to perform calculations thereon 
and to display said information and results of said calcula 
tions on said display; said integrated circuit being further 
programmed to provide vibrations produced by said vibrator 
alarm device in response to information stored in memory, 
Wherein said improvement comprises: 

a multi-mode electronic timepiece especially adapted to 
assist a user to take a multiple question timed 
examination, comprising: 
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10 
setting means responsive to actuation of selected actua 

tors to display and store in said, memory 1) a 
selected examination time period, 2) a selected num 
ber of examination questions, and 3) a selected 
number of alert points; 

computing means computing 1) an average time inter 
val betWeen questions and 2) at least one time 
interval for establishing at least one alert point before 
the end of said examination time period; 

timing means responsive to actuation of a selected 
actuator at the commencement of the examination 
and commencing to count doWn the examination 
time period, and to count up the number of exami 
nation questions; 

display means responsive to said timing means adapted 
to display time remaining in the examination and the 
question number corresponding to the time remain 
ing; and 

alerting means responsive to said timing means actu 
ating said vibrator alarm device at each occurrence 
of a said alert point; 

the computing means being programmed to calculate 
the time remaining for each displayed question 
number, the time remaining for said displayed ques 
tion number being selectively displayed responsive 
to actuation of a selected actuator. 

4. The improvement according to claim 3, Wherein said at 
least one tune interval is pre-selected to establish said at least 
one alert point as a ?nal alert point just before the end of the 
examination time period. 

5. The improvement according to claim 3, Wherein said 
computing means calculates the average time interval 
betWeen alert points, and Wherein the timing means counts 
up the number of alert points. 

6. Improvement in a multi-mode electronic timepiece, 
said timepiece having an electrooptic display, a memory, a 
vibrator alarm device, a plurality of manually actuated 
actuators and a programmable integrated circuit pro 
grammed to keep time and to provide a plurality of time 
piece operating modes including a test timer mode, said 
integrated circuit being further programmed to permit an 
operator to sWitch betWeen modes in response to actuation 
of a selected actuator; said integrated circuit being further 
programmed to display information in response to actuation 
of a selected actuator; said integrated circuit being further 
programmed to display, to increment, to decrement, and to 
store displayed information in memory in response to actua 
tion of a selected actuator, to perform calculations thereon 
and to display said information and results of said calcula 
tions on said display; said integrated circuit being further 
programmed to provide vibrations produced by said vibrator 
alarm device in response to information stored in memory, 
Wherein said improvement comprises: 

a multi-mode electronic timepiece especially adapted to 
assist a user to take a multiple question timed 
examination, comprising: 
setting means responsive to actuation of selected actua 

tors to display and store in said memory 1) a selected 
examination time period, 2) a selected number of 
examination questions, and 3) a selected number of 
alert points; 

computing means computing 1) an average time inter 
val betWeen questions and 2) an average time inter 
val betWeen alert points; 

timing means responsive to actuation of a selected 
actuator at the commencement of the examination 
commencing to count doWn the examination time 
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period, to count up the number of examination 
questions, and to count up the number of alert points; 

display means responsive to said timing means adapted 
to display time remaining in the examination and to 
display a question number corresponding to the time 
remaining, and 

alerting means responsive to said timing means actu 
ating said vibrator alarm device at each occurrence 
of a said alert point; 

the computing means being programmed to calculate 
the time remaining for each displayed question 
number, the time remaining for said displayed ques 
tion number being selectively displayed responsive 
to actuation of a selected actuator. 

10 
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7. The improvement according to claim 6, Wherein said 

alerting means causes said display means to display a 
pre-selected message on the electrooptic display at pre 
selected alert points after actuating said vibrator alarm 
device. 

8. The improvement according to claim 6, Wherein a ?nal 
alert point is calculated by the computing means to occur at 
a pie-selected time interval before the end of the examina 
tion time interval and Wherein said timing means is adapted 
to actuate the vibrator alarm device at the ?nal alert point. 

9. The improvement according to claim 8, Wherein the 
display means displays a ?nal preselected message at said 
?nal alert point. 


