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TOOL DEVICE, SYSTEM AND METHOD 
FOR TEACHING READING 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This Application claims the bene?t of provisional patent 
application 60/400,266 ?led Aug. 1, 2002. 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY 
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT 

N/A 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

A portion of the disclosure of this patent document 
contains material that is subject to copyright protection. The 
copyright oWner has no objection to the facsimile reproduc 
tion by anyone of the patent document or patent disclosure 
as it appears in the Patent and Trademark Of?ce patent ?le 
or records, but otherWise reserves all copyrights rights 
Whatsoever. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates generally to a book, and more 

particularly, to a device, system and method for teaching 
people hoW to read in the form of a book that readers can 
interact With and manipulate to form a plurality of Words 
using all letters and sounds of the alphabet. 

2. Description of the Background Art 
It is Well recogniZed that knoWing hoW to read is vital to 

a person’s success in society. NotWithstanding, some chil 
dren have dif?culty learning hoW to read and illiteracy 
among adults is still an ongoing problem in society. Reading 
is typically taught by teaching the sounds of letters and 
groups of letters in a static format and then providing books 
for practice. Conventional methods for teaching reading are 
not interactive and fail to effectively teach many children 
and adults. Reading could be more effectively taught if 
students could selectively combine letters and sounds and 
match various letters and sounds With recogniZable pictures. 
If a book or tool eXisted that alloWed students to identify the 
sounds of letters With recogniZable pictures and formulate 
various Words and groups of letters utiliZing all letters and 
sounds of the alphabet, it Would alloW students to ef?ciently 
and selectively form Words or sounds using groups of letters 
With a single tool. There are no devices knoWn in the prior 
art have that adequately address this solution to teaching 
reading. 

While various educational devices and methods eXist for 
teaching children to read, they fail to teach reading in a true 
interactive manner and convenient, easily-manipulated for 
mat that combine images With letters that illustrate the 
letter’s sound and gives children the tools and knoWledge to 
interchangeably combine letters to make sounds and Words 
as contemplated by the instant invention. For instance, US. 
Pat. No. 2,193,048, issued to Vander Velde, discloses a 
dictionary adapted particularly to teach children in primary 
school or other non-readers. The dictionary de?nes Words 
With pictures. US. Pat. No. 2,361,154, issued to School?eld, 
discloses teaching material for American and foreign-born 
children, for learning speech, reading, Writing, and vocabu 
lary, Which Will teach them to read in the conventional 
direction. The invention includes master cards and a plural 
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2 
ity of smaller cards that are used to teach recognition of 
initial consonants and consonant digraphs voWels, and dip 
thongs, in printed form, manuscript and cursive Writing; 
sounds of letters; similarities and differences in the forma 
tion of letters; rudimentary spelling and Word recognition; 
and neatness and precision. US. Pat. No. 2,638,435, issued 
to Minninger, discloses an educational device primarily 
designed as a visual aid for assisting young children to learn 
the art of reading and doing simple arithmetic by sight. The 
device affords children of both pre-school and school age to 
acquire substantial vocabulary of useful Words, an ability to 
recogniZe such Words on sight, and acquiring substantial 
aptitude for doing simple arithmetic. The device includes 
multiple layers having Words displayed thereon and open 
ings therein. US. Pat. No. 4,262,431, issued to Darnell, 
discloses a teaching device for helping children, and spe 
ci?cally sloW learners, spelling, reading, and pronunciation. 
The device includes a three-tiered case having a moveable 
draWer on each tier; each draWer being divided into com 
partments. Each compartment contains a plurality of letter 
pieces. US. Pat. No. 4,345,902, issued to Hengel, discloses 
an educational device having color coded cards using three 
colors to facilitate teaching and learning the alphabet, the 
sounds of the alphabet letters, subsequent Word skills and 
sight Words. Each letter is marked With a color to indicate the 
phonetic characteristics. US. Pat. No. 4,437,837, issued to 
Schnettler, discloses an ordered group of instructional ele 
ments having a series of sentence indicia thereon. The 
indicia includes a plurality of alphabetic indicia used to form 
sentences. US. Pat. No. 4,713,008, issued to Stocker, dis 
closes a method of teaching language sounds by associating 
each symbol With an event or phonetic phenomenon, Which 
produces the sound. US. Pat. No. 5,133,665, issued to 
Engle, discloses a book customiZed to teach letters, num 
bers, and Words such as a child’s name. The front cover has 
a WindoW or opening through Which letters can be seen. The 
series of letters is formed by having pages of different 
Widths. US. Pat. No. 5,788,503, issued to Shapiro, discloses 
a book designed to help children to read using building 
blocks of the English language in the form of a ‘tri-gram’ 
Wherein the ?rst card comprises a consonant, second card a 
voWel, and third card consonant. 

The foregoing shoWs various educational devices knoWn 
in the art. As is readily apparent, the background art devices 
do not disclose an educational reading system and method 
that combines images With letters that illustrate the letter’s 
sound, alloWs children to easily miX and match letters to 
eXplore the sounds and spellings of combined letters, as 
contemplated by the instant invention. If such a device 
existed, it Would be Well received. The instant invention 
addresses this unful?lled need in the prior art. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In light of the foregoing, it is an object of the present 
invention to provide a tool device and system for teaching 
reading. 

It is another object of the instant invention to provide a 
device, system and method for teaching reading by explor 
ing the sounds of letters in reference to corresponding 
pictures. 

It is a further object of the instant invention to provide a 
device, system and method for teaching reading by convey 
ing the sounds of letters With pictures and facilitating the 
convenient combination of letters to practice sounds and the 
spelling of Words. 
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It is an additional object of the instant invention to provide 
a device, system and method for teaching reading by illus 
trating the sounds of letters in reference to corresponding 
pictures and providing for differentiating short vowel sounds 
from long voWel sounds. 

It is also an object of the instant invention to provide a 
device, system and method for teaching reading that is color 
coded to differentiate simple sounds from complex sounds. 

It is another object of the instant invention to provide a 
device, system and method for teaching reading that facili 
tates the teaching of beginning sounds and ending sounds. 

It is still a further object of the instant invention to provide 
a device, system and method for teaching reading that makes 
it convenient to mix and match letters. 

It is still an additional object of the instant invention to 
provide a device, system and method for teaching reading 
that is color coded to differentiate simple sounds from 
complex sounds. 

It is another object of the instant invention to provide a 
device, system and method for teaching reading that pro 
vides for virtually an unlimited number of letter combina 
tions for producing simple sounds and complex sounds. 

In light of these and other objects, the instant invention 
comprises a book-like reading teaching tool having a plu 
rality of columns Wherein each column contains each letter 
of the alphabet in ascending format, Which are simulta 
neously vieWable, a picture corresponding to each sound of 
each letter in the alphabet and structure for interchanging, 
mixing and matching letters and identifying and selecting 
long voWel and short voWel sounds. The reading tool 
includes a front cover, back cover, spiral binder, instructions, 
alphabet indicia, plurality of pictures corresponding to each 
letter and sound in the alphabet, plurality of WindoWs or 
cutouts corresponding to selected letters and sounds, short 
voWel sound indicia, long voWel sound indicia, soft conso 
nant indicia, hard consonant indicia and plurality of ?ip 
panels arranged in columns Wherein each panel in each 
column contains a letter indicia. The covers, pages and 
panels have a plurality of apertures that are joined at 
coinciding ends by the spiral binder. The WindoWs are 
formed in the second page over pictures corresponding to 
letters having only one sound or one common sound, such 
as the letter “B.” The instructions indicate hoW to form 
Words and sounds using the panels and also include sug 
gested beginning sounds, set of suggested complex begin 
ning sounds, set of suggested ending sounds and set of 
suggested complex ending sounds. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL 
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of the preferred embodiment 
of the teaching tool in accordance With the instant invention. 

FIG. 2 is an elevational vieW of the preferred embodiment 
of the teaching tool in accordance With the instant invention 
illustrating the ?rst and second pages of the teaching tool. 

FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of the preferred embodiment 
of the teaching tool in accordance With the instant invention 
illustrating the second page of the teaching tool isolated 
from the rest of the book comprising the teaching tool. 

FIG. 4 is an elevational vieW of the preferred embodiment 
of the teaching tool in accordance With the instant invention 
illustrating the fourth page of the teaching tool isolated from 
the rest of the book comprising the teaching tool. 
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4 
FIG. 5 is a perspective vieW of the preferred embodiment 

of the teaching tool in accordance With the instant invention 
illustrating the ?fth page of the teaching tool and plurality of 
interchangeable panels. 

FIG. 6 is a perspective vieW of the preferred embodiment 
of the teaching tool in accordance With the instant invention 
illustrating the plurality of interchangeable panels and the 
?rst set of panels ?ipped over to expose the ?rst set of letters, 

“ 1, ie a 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

With reference to the draWings, FIGS. 1—6 depict the 
preferred embodiment of the instant invention Which is 
generally referenced as a teaching tool and, or by numeric 
character 10. With reference to FIGS. 1—6, the teaching tool 
10 comprises a book-like structure having a front cover 12, 
back cover 14, spiral binder 16, cover indicia 18, ?rst page 
20, ?rst set of instruction indicia 22 on the ?rst page 20, 
second page 26, alphabet indicia 28 on a ?rst side 26a of the 
second page 26, plurality of pictures 24 on the ?rst side 26a 
of the second page 26 corresponding to selected letters 27 
having more than one sound, short voWel sound indicia 29, 
plurality of WindoWs or cutouts 30 de?ned by the second 
page 26 corresponding to selected letters 28 having one 
sound, third page 32 having a second set of alphabet indicia 
34 and plurality of pictures 25 on a ?rst side 32a of the third 
page 32 Wherein each picture corresponds to a different letter 
34, long voWel sound indicia 35, second set of instruction 
indicia 36 on a second side 32b of the third page 32, and 
plurality of ?ip panels 40 arranged in columns Wherein each 
panel 40 in each column contains a letter indicia 42. The 
covers 12, 14, pages 20, 26, 32 and panels 40 have a plurality 
of apertures 27 that are joined at coinciding ends by the 
spiral binder 16. The WindoWs 30 are formed in the second 
page 26 over pictures corresponding to letters 28 or 34 
having only one sound or one common sound, such as the 
letter “B.” The ?rst set of instructions 22 provide overall 
instructions for forming Words and sounds using the teach 
ing tool 10. The second set of instructions 36 provide 
instruction indicia related to using the panels 40 to form 
Words and sounds and indicia comprising a set of suggested 
beginning sounds, set of suggested complex beginning 
sounds, set of suggested ending sounds and set of suggested 
complex ending sounds. 
With reference to FIGS. 5 and 6, the invention 10 pref 

erably comprises tWenty-six (26) panels 40 in each column, 
one for each letter, and a ?rst blank panel 42 for covering the 
?rst roW of letters, ie “A.” There are preferably ?ve or six 
columns of panels 40. Each panel has different letter indicia 
Wherein the indicia comprises a ?rst letter in a large font that 
is vieWable When the preceding panel 40 is lifted and a 
second letter being the same as the ?rst letter but in a smaller 
font placed at the bottom edge of the panel 40 so it is visible 
When the preceding panel is doWn. This alloWs the user to 
see and select panels having the letter they Want to use. The 
short voWel indicia 29 indicate that the voWels on the 
corresponding page have a short sound. The long voWel 
indicia 35 indicate that the voWels on the corresponding 
page have a long sound. By folloWing the instructions 22, 36 
and selecting panels 40, different sounds and Words may be 
formed. The loWer edge of the panels 40 are color coded to 
facilitate more convenient use and provide visual contrast. 
The instant invention 10 is used by folloWing the ?rst and 

second set of instructions. The ?rst set of instruction indicia 
26 suggest that each sound of the alphabet should be 
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practiced before beginning by looking at the pictures 24, 25 
corresponding to each letter. Next, the user selects a group 
of letters from the ending sounds on the second side 32b of 
the third page, Which may also be identi?ed as page 4. The 
ending sounds are formed using the column of panels 40 on 
the far right side. Next the user selects a letter or letters for 
the beginning sounds and places that letter by ?ipping the 
panels at the beginning of the ending sound. The user 
continues to practice by choosing beginning sounds to match 
the ending sounds until the possibilities have been virtually 
exhausted. Next, the user can select a neW ending sound and 
start the process over by matching it With beginning sounds. 
The second set of instruction indicia 36 restates the ?rst set 
of instructions 22 and includes charts of beginning and 
ending sounds. 

The instant invention has been shoWn and described 
herein in What is considered to be the most practical and 
preferred embodiment. It is recogniZed, hoWever, that depar 
tures may be made therefrom Within the scope of the 
invention and that obvious structural and/or functional 
modi?cations Will occur to a person skilled in the art. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A tool for teaching reading, said tool comprising: 
a ?rst alphabet page having a ?rst side and a second side; 
a ?rst set of alphabet indicia on said ?rst side of said ?rst 

alphabet page comprising letters from the alphabet; 
?rst set of picture indicia on said ?rst side of said ?rst 

alphabet page phonically corresponding to at least a 
portion of said letters on said ?rst page Wherein said 
indicia facilitates ascertaining at least the ?rst letter and 
sound of the ?rst letter; 

means, de?ned by said ?rst page, for differentiating letters 
having one sound from letters having more than one 

sound.; 
a second alphabet page having a ?rst side and a second 

side; 
a second set of alphabet indicia on said ?rst side of said 

second alphabet page comprising letters from the 
alphabet; 

6 
second set of picture indicia on said ?rst side of said 

second alphabet page phonically corresponding to at 
least a portion of said letters on said second alphabet 
page Wherein said indicia facilitates ascertaining at 

5 least the ?rst letter and sound of the ?rst letter; and 
a plurality of columns, each of said columns comprising 

a plurality of panels corresponding to the number of 
letters in the alphabet, each of said panels in each 
column having a different letter indicia thereon. 

2. A reading teaching tool as recited in claim 1, Wherein 
said letters differentiating means comprises: 

a picture indicia on said ?rst side of said ?rst alphabet 
page corresponding to each letter of said ?rst set of 
alphabet indicia having more than one phonetic sound; 

a plurality of WindoWs de?ned by said ?rst alphabet page 
Wherein each of said WindoWs corresponds to a differ 
ent letter of said ?rst set of alphabet indicia having only 
one phonetic sound. 

3. A reading teaching tool as recited in claim 1, further 
comprising: 

instruction indicia on at least one side of at least one page 
for conveying instructions on forming sounds and 
Words and using said tool. 

4. A reading teaching tool as recited in claim 1, further 
comprising: 
means for rotatably securing common edges of said ?rst 

alphabet page, said second alphabet page and said 
panels such that said pages and panels may be pivotally 
?ipped. 

5. A reading teaching tool as recited in claim 4, further 
comprising: 

a front cover; and 

a back cover. 

6. A reading teaching tool as recited in claim 4, Wherein 
said rotatable securing means comprises a spiral binder. 
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