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DESIGN FOR TEST OF ANALOG MODULE 
SYSTEMS 

FIELD 

This invention relates generally to the testing of integrated 
circuits, and, more particularly, to on-line and off-line testing 
of analog and miXed-signal integrated circuits. 

BACKGROUND 

As integrated circuits are produced With greater and 
greater levels of circuit density, ef?cient testing schemes that 
guarantee very high fault coverage While minimizing test 
costs and chip area overhead have become essential. Inte 
grated circuits are presently tested using a number of struc 
tured design for testability (DFT) techniques. These tech 
niques rest on the general concept of making all or some 
state variables (memory elements such as ?ip-?ops and 
latches) directly controllable and observable. If this can be 
arranged, a circuit can be treated, as far as testing of 
combinational faults is concerned, as a combinational or a 
nearly combinational netWork. The most-often used DFT 
methodology is based on scan chains. It assumes that during 
testing all (or almost all) memory elements are connected 
into one or more shift registers, as shoWn in US. Pat. No. 
4,503,537. A circuit that has been designed for test has tWo 
modes of operation: a normal mode and a test, or scan, 
mode. In the normal mode, the memory elements perform 
their regular functions. In the scan mode, the memory 
elements become scan cells that are connected to form a 
number of shift registers called scan chains. These scan 
chains are used to shift a set of test patterns into the circuit 
and to shift out circuit, or test, responses to the test patterns. 
The test responses are then compared to fault-free responses 
to determine if the circuit under test (CUT) Works properly. 

For ICs containing only digital components, testing can 
be a fairly straightforWard process using the techniques 
described above. Testing of analog circuitry, on the other 
hand, poses special challenges. Analog testing carries 
greater uncertainty and variability of results When compared 
With digital testing because of the fundamental differences 
betWeen analog and digital components. While detecting a 
faulty digital circuit can be as simple as detecting the 
difference betWeen 0 and 1, analog components, or nodes, in 
functioning circuits have a continuous range of acceptable 
values, With an in?nite number of values possible Within the 
limits of the range. 

Furthermore, modem integrated circuits have become so 
densely packed With logic that traditional testing methods no 
longer suf?ce. Using external automated testing equipment 
(ATE) to input test data and to read back and analyZe test 
output is becoming prohibitively expensive in terms of time, 
pin overhead (additional pins needed for input and output of 
test data) and overall cost. Furthermore, the traditional “bed 
of nails” approach to testing analog circuits is no longer 
Workable because the layout of modern integrated circuits 
restricts direct physical access to the analog nodes from 
outside the chip. 

Previously developed methods of analog or miXed signal 
testing have been unsatisfactory for today’s system on a chip 
(SoC) applications. In some methods, the analog or miXed 
signal circuitry is divided into functional blocks, With each 
block containing additional or modi?ed circuitry to turn the 
block into an oscillator, Which then indicates Whether the 
block is functioning correctly. HoWever, such methods have 
the draWback of requiring modi?cation of each block under 
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2 
test, therefore incurring high additional overhead in terms of 
design time and chip area. Other methods have been pro 
posed in Which checker circuits are added to each individual 
analog node to test the functionality of the node. But again, 
high overhead cost makes such methods undesirable, espe 
cially in systems With large number of analog components. 
Moreover, the testing methods described above are unable to 
accurately detect a full range of fault types. While some 
methods are able to detect permanent faults and some 
parametric faults, other parametric faults and most intermit 
tent faults can not be successfully eXposed. 

Thus, While integrated circuit designs incorporate ever 
increasing numbers of analog nodes, the development of 
ef?cient testing methodology continues to lag behind. Mini 
miZing chip area and design-time overhead While maXimiZ 
ing the accuracy and completeness of testing are of critical 
importance. 

SUMMARY 

An apparatus for testing an integrated circuit that includes 
analog nodes is disclosed. 

In one aspect, an integrated circuit comprises testing 
circuitry and core logic circuitry. Data is stored identifying 
analog nodes in the core logic circuitry and tolerance values 
associated With the analog nodes. A condition checker 
compares actual test values With the associated tolerance 
values. A main control unit controls the testing circuitry and 
synchroniZes testing of the core logic circuitry. 

In another aspect, the testing circuitry includes a host 
computer interface useful for communicating With a host 
computer. Adata memory is used for storing diagnostic data. 
The contents of the data memory may then be uploaded to 
a host computer. Test stimuli may be transmitted to the 
integrated circuit from a location outside the integrated 
circuit to perform testing. Memory for storing data may be 
memory in the testing circuitry or on-chip memory. 

In yet another aspect, the test controller module is JTAG 
compliant. The test controller module comprises a memory 
for storing data transmitted to the test controller module, a 
control unit, and a test access port controller. Additional test 
controller modules are added to increase testing throughput. 

In another aspect, the condition checker comprises a 
means for receiving the test values from the analog nodes, 
a means for receiving the associated tolerance values, and a 
means for checking Whether the test values are Within the 
associated tolerance values. Noise calibration circuitry can 
be added to the condition checker. One or more additional 
condition checkers can be added to increase testing through 
put. 

These features and others of the described embodiments 
Will be more readily apparent from the folloWing detailed 
description Which proceeds With reference to the accompa 
nying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of the system for testing analog 
module systems. 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an analog test controller 
according to the invention. 

FIG. 3 is a ?oWchart of a method for testing analog 
modules. 

FIG. 4 shoWs a more detailed block diagram of circuitry 
Working With a condition checker. 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of the JTAG controller. 
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FIG. 6 is a state machine block diagram of a TAP 
controller. 

FIG. 6A is a state table showing the TAP controller states. 

FIG. 7 is a state machine block diagram of a JGiCU 
module. 

FIG. 7A is a state table shoWing the JGiCU states. 

FIG. 8 is a detailed hardWare diagram of a memory cell. 

FIG. 9 is a detailed block diagram of the main control 
unit. 

FIG. 10 is a state diagram of the main control unit. 

FIG. 10A is a state table shoWing the main control unit 
states. 

FIG. 11 is a block diagram of an internal chip boundary 
scan architecture. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

OvervieW 

Referring to FIG. 1, an analog test controller (ATC) 20 is 
used to test analog or mixed-signal modules in a circuit 
under test (CUT) 10. The logic of the analog test controller 
is integrated With the logic of the CUT. The ATC may 
contain all information needed for performing testing on the 
CUT, or it may doWnload the information necessary from an 
external host 30, and upload test results to the external host. 
Thus, the AT C is capable of performing either on-line (all 
testing performed on-chip) or off-line (using an external 
host) testing. 

FIG. 2 shoWs one embodiment Wherein the ATC 20 
includes components connected to a control bus 40 and a 
data bus 50. A main control unit 60 (MCU) is coupled to a 
condition checker 70, a program memory 80, and a JTAG 
controller 90. The MCU 60 is operable to control the other 
components in the AT C. The interrelationship betWeen these 
components is further described beloW. 

Referring to FIG. 3, a method of using a Working embodi 
ment includes selecting an analog node in the CUT to be 
tested (process block 120), measuring the performance of 
the selected analog component (process block 130), retriev 
ing a tolerance value from the program memory 80 (process 
block 140), and using the condition checker 70 to compare 
the performance of the analog node With the associated 
tolerance value (process block 150). The program memory 
may be a read-only memory, a programmable read-only 
memory, a random access memory, or any other suitable 
type of memory. 

In some embodiments, the ATC may also include a host 
interface 110. The host interface alloWs the ATC to doWn 
load information relating to the testing of the analog nodes 
from an external host computer, as shoWn in FIG. 1. In other 
embodiments, the ATC may also include a data memory 100. 
The data memory alloWs the ATC and CUT to operate in 
diagnostic mode, collecting speci?c information regarding 
the performance of individual analog nodes. The data 
memory may be a random access memory or any other 
suitable type of memory. 

Condition Checker 

FIG. 4 illustrates a Working embodiment of a condition 
checker 70 in an AT C. The condition checker in the AT C 
compares values supplied from the main control unit 60 and 
compares such values to test values from a particular analog 
node being tested. The illustrated condition checker includes 
a select register 155, analog multiplexers 160 and 165, a 
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4 
programmable value register 170, a digital-to-analog con 
verter 180, and a checker 190. Other condition checker 
designs may also be used as Well-understood by those 
skilled in the art. 

Test values in the form of analog signals from the analog 
nodes in the CUT are transmitted from the CUT along 
analog buses AT1 and AT2. Lines from the AT1 and AT2 
buses are fed into analog multiplexers 160 and 165, respec 
tively. Select register 155 is controlled by the MCU 60 and 
determines Which analog signal Will be checked. The 
selected analog signal is then fed into checker 190, Where it 
is compared With a tolerance value. The tolerance value 
originates in the program memory. The instructions and data 
stored in the program memory, and the processing of those 
instructions and data, are detailed in the discussion of the 
MCU 60. 

From the program memory, the tolerance value is input to 
programmable value register 170, processed into an analog 
signal by digital-to-analog converter 180, and compared 
With the test value analog signal from the analog multiplex 
ers in analog checker 190. If the test value falls Within the 
tolerance value, the analog node is functioning normally, 
and the CMET signal 195 produced by the analog checker 
190 is set to “0.” If the test value falls outside the tolerance 
value, the analog node is in a fault state, and CMET is set 
to “1.” The CMET signal is returned to the MCU. 

In some embodiments, additional components may be 
added to the condition checker to accommodate cases Where 
a test value of an analog node must be calibrated to account 
for noise or distortion, such as Where noise on a line Would, 
Without calibration, consistently return an erroneous CMET 
value. In this embodiment, an additional analog multiplexer 
200, an analog-to-digital converter 210, a calibrate-in reg 
ister 220, and a calibrate-out register 230 can be added to the 
condition checker. The calibrate-in register 220 produces a 
calibration value that is added to the tolerance value pro 
duced from the programmable value register 170. The 
combined value is processed by the digital-to-analog con 
verter and fed into the analog multiplexer 200, along With 
signals from analog multiplexers 160 and 165. From the 
analog multiplexer 200, the calibrated signal is sent to the 
analog-to-digital converter 210, and the resulting digital 
information is sent to the calibration-out register 230, Which 
is then output to the MCU. 

In other embodiments, the analog checker 190 may be 
replaced With a digital checker. In such embodiments, one or 
more analog-to-digital converters are added to convert sig 
nals from analog multiplexers 160 and 165 into a digital 
representation. Digital-to-analog converter 180 is omitted in 
embodiments With a digital checker. From the program 
memory, a tolerance value is input to programmable value 
register 170 and compared With a digitally represented test 
value from an analog node in the digital checker. As 
explained above, if the test value falls Within the tolerance 
value, the analog node is functioning normally, and the 
CMET signal 195 produced by the analog checker 190 is set 
to “0”; otherWise, the analog node is in a fault state, and 
CMET is set to “1.” As in embodiments With an analog 
checker, the CMET signal is returned to the MCU for 
analysis. 
A plurality of condition checkers may also be used in the 

ATC. Additional checkers alloW additional testing through 
put to enhance testability. As explained beloW, in embodi 
ments With a plurality of condition checkers, the MCU can 
be modi?ed to select Which condition checker Will be used 
to perform a particular comparison. 
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JTAG Controller 

1. Overview 

In a Working embodiment, a JTAG controller 90 prompts 
particular analog nodes in the CUT to provide test values to 
the condition checker. Although a single JTAG controller is 
used in a Working embodiment, a plurality of JTAG con 
trollers may be used to increase testing throughput. The 
JTAG controller in the Working embodiment complies With 
the IEEE JTAG standards 1149.1 and 1149.4. 

The components of the JTAG controller in a Working 
embodiment are illustrated in FIG. 5. Their functions are 
described beloW in a discussion of a typical operation of the 
module, as controlled by controllers JGiCU 240 and 
J GiSMC 260. 

2. J GiCU controller 

Referring to FIG. 5, the components of the JTAG con 
troller 90 are controlled by a state machine in the JGiCU 
controller 240. JGiCU 240 receives inputs 250, 252, and 
254 from the MCU. The J GiCU 240 then produces signals 
used to control the other components of the J TAG controller. 
The J GiCU state machine 240 is illustrated in FIG. 7. The 
states, control signals, and output signals associated With 
J GiCU are illustrated in FIG. 7A. 

First, J GiCU is reset to a knoWn state (i.e., all Zeroes) in 
ResetiSTAT 422. JGiCU then enters GOiSTAT 424. 
J GiCU remains in GOiSTAT until the MCU indicates it is 
ready to send data via signals (252, 330) to the JTAG 
controller. At that time, JGiCU enters READiDATAINi 
STAT 426. In this state, bytes of data (340) from the program 
memory are sent by the MCU and loaded into JG memory 
280 via DataIn multiplexer 290. 

The JG memory consists of up to eight bytes of memory. 
Each register consists of the components illustrated in FIG. 
8. Control signals 442 and 444 activate the register and 
determine Whether the JTAG controller is Writing to or 
reading from the register. Memory bits 450—457 hold single 
bits, memory bit 450 being the least signi?cant bit (LSB). 
Bit select multiplexer 460, bit address selector 462, BitByt 
multiplexer 464, and BitByt selector 466 are used to select 
a particular bit for output, or to send an entire byte for 
output, depending on Whether bits or bytes are to be shifted 
out. TDO/Bit 0 output 468 along With the outputs for the 
other bits are then sent to an ordinary memory multiplexer 
for output. 

Byte counter 360 addresses the JG memory via address 
multiplexer 300 for Writing the incoming bytes. The last byte 
loaded contains the total number of boundary scan bits 
shifted into the JG memory. Bit counter 350 is loaded With 
the number of bits (395) to be shifted out to the CUT in 
WRITEiBITCNTRiSTAT 428. 

Once the bit counter has been loaded, J GiCU proceeds 
to JGiSMCiSTAT 430. In this state, the JGiSMC state 
machine is reset and given a control signal Which denotes 
transmit type (data or instruction). JGiCU then Waits for a 
?xed number of clock cycles before making the transmittal. 
J GiCU then enters SHIFTiSTAT 432, Where it pauses for 
one clock cycle to synchroniZe J GiSMC and JGiCU. 

Bits are shifted in from the CUT and out to the CUT via 

TDO line 380 in SHIFT13 DATAINOUTiSTAT 434. Up to 
8 bytes (256 bits) may be shifted in and out depending on the 
implementation of the CUT core. Bits shifted out to the CUT 
are addressed by the bit counter 350 via address multiplexer 
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6 
300. For each bit shifted out to the CUT, one bit is shifted 
in (320) from the CUT to the shift register 310, as illustrated 
in FIG. 5. 

Referring again to FIG. 7, JGiCU enters 
PAUSEWRITEiSTAT 436 When the shift register is ?lled, 
or When the bit counter indicates that all bits have been 
shifted. No bits are shifted in to the shift register in this state, 
and the bits in the shift register 320 are Written to the JG 
memory. J GiCU noW enters CUSMC SYNCiSTAT 438. If 
there are still bits to be shifted, J GiCU returns to SHIFTi 
DATAINOUTiSTAT 434, and the shifting process contin 
ues. 

In diagnostic mode, the bits shifted in to the shift register 
are used to indicate the most recent state of the CUT. In such 

a case, the shifted-in bits are later transmitted (390) to the 

data memory. HoWever, When not in diagnostic mode, the 
shifted-in bits are not used. 

When all bits have been shifted, JGiCU enters 
RDYTOTXRESULTiSTAT 440. The result of the test is 
noW ready to be transmitted to the MCU. J GiCU enters the 
WAITHSTRPLY state 442, and remains there until the 
HostRdyToRDiSig signal is high, or the signal is loW and 
the byte counter 360 is Zero. OtherWise, JGiCU returns to 
ResetiSTAT 422. 

3. JGiSMC (TAP) controller 

Referring again to FIG. 5, the JTAG controller also 
contains a TAP (test access port) controller containing a state 
machine, J GiSMC 260. J GiSMC emulates state machines 
in the nodes to be tested, and alloWs the AT C to communi 
cate With those nodes. J GiSMC takes input signal RDY 270 
from the MCU and produces output signal TMS (test mode 
select) 275. FIG. 6a illustrates the states, control signals, and 
output signal associated With J GiSMC. 

The state machine for J GiSMC is based on a similar state 

machine in IEEE standard 1149.1, and is illustrated in FIG. 
6. The states, control signals, and output signals associated 
With JGiSMC are illustrated in FIG. 6A. Referring to FIG. 
6, JGiSMC begins in StartUnknoWniSTAT 400. On the 
sixth clock cycle in this state, JGiSMC enters 
TestLogicResetiSTAT 402, and then enters RunTestIdlei 
STAT 404. JGiSMC remains in the state While the signal 
RDY (270) from the MCU is high. When RDY is loW, 
JGiSMC enters SelectDRScan STAT 406. In this state, 
J GiSMC receives the signal from J GiCU indicating trans 
mittal type (instruction or data). If the transmittal type is 
instruction, J GiSMC enters SelectIRScaniSTAT 408 
before proceeding to CaptureiSTAT 410. If the transmittal 
type is data, JGiSMC enters CaptureiSTAT 410 Without 
entering SelectIRScaniSTAT 408. 

JGiSMC then enters ShiftiSTAT 412. FolloWing the 
shift state, JGiSMC enters ExitliSTAT 414. If shifting is 
complete, J GiSMC enters UpdateiSTAT 420, and then 
returns to RunTestIdleiSTAT 404 if RDY is high, or to 
SelectDRScaniSTAT 406 if RDY is loW. If shifting needs 
to be paused, J GiSMC enters PauseiSTAT 416, and When 
the pause is completed, enters Exit2iSTAT 418. From this 
state, if shifting must be resumed, J GiSMC returns to 
ShiftiSTAT 412. If shifting is complete, J GiSMC goes to 
UpdateiSTAT 420 and returns to RunTestIdleiSTAT 404 if 
RDY is high, or to SelectDRScaniSTAT 406 if RDY is loW. 



US 6,959,409 B2 
7 

Main Control Unit (MCU) 

1. Overview 

FIG. 9 illustrates a Working embodiment of the MCU. 
These components include program counter 470 (Which 
addresses program memory 80 for reading of control 
Words), control unit 510 containing a large state machine, 
NxtAdrsCMET register 520, and NxtAdrsNormal register 
530. 

FIG. 9 also illustrates additional components Which may 
be used in other embodiments. For example, in some 
embodiments, data pointer 540 and data memory multplexer 
550 may be added for collection of diagnostic data. In 
embodiments incorporating more than one condition 

checker, checker enable decoder 490 and latch 500 may be 
added to select a checker to perform a checking operation. 

2. MCU Operation 
FIG. 10 illustrates the state machine that controls the 

MCU. The states, control signals, and output signals asso 
ciated With the MCU state machine are illustrated in FIG. 

10A. Referring to FIG. 10, at start up, the MCU is reset to 
a knoWn state (560). The MCU then enters the 
RDilstPMByt state 570. In this state, the MCU reads the 
?rst byte of a control Word in program memory. According 
to the JTAG standard, instructions must be transmitted 
before data. Therefore, in a Working embodiment Which 
complies With the JTAG standard, an instruction record is 
transmitted ?rst from the program memory. The structure of 
the instruction records in a Working embodiment is shoWn in 
Table 1: 

TABLE 1 

PRELOADiU/PROBE INSTRUCTION RECORD 

Field Name Number of bits Notes 

Next Address Normal 
Condition Type 

1(Data/instruction) + 15 
8 (3 + 3 + 2) 3 bits for each 

condition data 1 and 
2, and 2 bits for 
checker number to be 
enabled, table 5-2 
Upper limit for the 
monitored signal node 
LoWer limit for the 
monitored signal node 
Contains the data to be 
downloaded into the 
CUT 

Condition Data 1 8 

Condition Data 2 8 

Boundary Scan Data 256 

Number of Boundary 8 
Scan bits 

As shoWn in Table 1, the ?rst bit of the ?rst byte indicates 
Whether the control Word is an instruction record or a data 
record. The remaining bits of the ?rst byte and the second 
byte make up the address of the analog node to be tested in 
the CUT (Next Address Normal). 

The MCU reads the second byte of Next Address Normal 
in the RDiZndPMiI state 580. The MCU then enters 
RDiConditioniSTAT 590. In this state, the MCU reads the 
byte containing “Condition Type,” as shoWn in Table 1 
above. The bits in Condition Type indicate Whether a test 
value in a properly functioning analog component should be 
equal to, not equal to, greater than, less than, greater than or 
equal to, or less than or equal to a particular tolerance value. 
In addition, Condition Type indicates Which checker (in a 

10 

15 

25 

55 

65 

8 
multi-checker embodiment) should perform the checking 
operation. The composition of the Condition Type ?eld is 
shoWn in Table 2: 

TABLE 2 

CONDITION TYPE FIELD BIT DETAIL 

B3—B5 Symbol B6-B7 Checker 

O O O = O O CKROO 

O O 1 == 0 1 CKRO1 

O 1 O > 1 O CKROZ 
O 1 1 < 1 1 CKRO3 
1 O O 2 
1 O 1 2 

After reading Condition Type, the MCU passes through 
RDflstCDatafSTAT 600 and RDiZndCDataiSTAT 610. 
In these states, the MCU reads the ?rst and second Condition 
Data bytes, as shoWn in Table 1. The Condition Data values 
correspond With the ?rst and second comparison types in 
bits 0—2 and bits 3—5 of the Condition Type ?eld. At this 
point, the MCU has read the information necessary for the 
condition checker to perform a comparison of a test value 
from an analog node in the CUT With tolerance values in the 
program memory. 

The MCU noW enters TransferiSTAT 620. In this state, 
the MCU transfers the Boundary Scan Data and the number 
of boundary scan bits (see Table 1 above) to the JTAG 
controller, and transfers the Condition Type and Condition 
Data bytes to the condition checker. Transferring continues 
until the program counter reaches the next address in the 
program memory. 
As explained above, the J TAG controller reads the incom 

ing data into the JG memory, sends the boundary scan data 
to the analog node at Next Address Normal via the TDO 
output, and prompts the node to produce a test value. The 
condition checker receives the analog node’s test value via 
the analog buses, doWnloads the tolerance values (in the 
form of the Condition Type and Condition Data bytes) to the 
programmable value register, and performs the comparison. 
After the comparison, the signal CMET is high (“1”) if the 
node Was faulty (outside the tolerance value) and loW (“0”) 
if the node is functioning normally (Within the tolerance 
value). 

The MCU noW enters EndTransferiSTAT 660. The MCU 
remains in this state until the JTAG controller indicates (via 
the TestResultRDY signal) that the results of the test are 
ready to be transmitted. At that point, the MCU enters 
RDiJTAGDataiSTAT 670. In an embodiment Where diag 
nosis is desired, boundary scan data from the node under test 
is Written to the data memory. A structure for records saved 
in data memory is shoWn in Table 3: 

TABLE 3 

SAVED RECORD IN DATA MEMORY 

Field Name Number of bits Notes 

Next Address (normal) 16 AlWays at address 00 saves the 
address of the pin at Which the 
condition is met 

Digital equivalent 16 
Analog value. 

At this point, the CMET signal has not yet been received 
by the MCU because, in order to comply With the JTAG 








