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BODY SPLIT SURGICAL DRAPE FOR 
SHOULDER WITH POUCH 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application claims priority of US. Provisional Patent 
Application No. 60/488,351, ?led Jul. 18, 2003. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to surgical drapes, particularly to a 
drape intended for use in surgical procedures carried out on 
the shoulder. The drape is of particular value in arthroscopic 
procedures in Which signi?cant amount of bodily ?uids are 
released and/or irrigation of the surgical site is used. The 
?uids are collected in a pouch associated With the drape and 
removed for disposal. The neW surgical drape is of the type 
knoWn in the art as a split drape. 

While there are surgical drapes available on the market, 
they are not alWays as satisfactory as Would be desired. In 
many currently available drapes the pouch is positioned 
above the patient’s arm, While When the patient is seated in 
a reclining position (beach chair position), the pouch is not 
optimally located. To meet the need for an improved surgical 
drape for use in surgical procedures on the shoulder, the 
present inventors have developed the neW split type drape 
shoWn in the draWing and described beloW. 

Surgical drapes intended to be used for medical proce 
dures on shoulders are disclosed in US. Pat. Nos. 5,647,376 

and 5,871,014 and in US. Published patent application 
2002/0174870A1. In particular, the later tWo disclose drapes 
intended for shoulder surgery in Which the patient is in the 
“beach-chair” or FoWler position. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The invention is a surgical drape intended for use in 
shoulder surgery in Which the patient is in a reclining 
position such that ?uids ?oW doWnWard into a collecting 
pouch. The drape is preferably generally rectangular, has a 
center panel With tWo side panels, and is generally sym 
metrical about a centerline extending from the bottom of the 
drape to the top. The top portion of the center panel contains 
a split or slot, ie an opening from one end through Which 
the patient’s shoulder extends. The collecting pouch is 
sealed to the drape and positioned beloW the slot opening. 
The pouch narroWs in a generally V-shape to direct the ?uids 
to a valve or other opening at the loWest point of the pouch 
for disposal. The drape is attached to the patient’s body by 
tape extending around the inside of the slot, providing a seal, 
and preventing access of ?uids under the drape. 

Other features of the neW surgical shoulder drape include 
a reinforcing panel at the top of the drape and a ?uid 
impervious overlay panel atop the reinforcing panel. The 
overlay panel is disposed around the split to provide control 
of the ?uids and to protect the patient during the surgical 
procedure. The pouch is made of clear plastic and features 
runners on the side of the surgical site to channel the ?uid 
into the pouch for disposal and Wire outlining the outer edge 
of the pouch. The drape also may include attachment points 
for auxiliaries needed during surgery. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a plan vieW of the distal side of a surgical drape 
of the invention. 
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2 
FIG. 2 is a plan vieW of the reverse (proximal) side of the 

drape of FIG. 1. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

FIG. 1 shoWs the distal side of a drape of the invention 10 
as it Would appear after being unfolded and ready for use in 

shoulder surgery. The proximal side (i.e. the patient’s side) 
is shoWn in FIG. 2. In one embodiment, the drape 10 is 
rectangular, about 77 inches Wide and 114 inches long, but 
the dimensions may be varied depending on the patient’s 
siZe or other practical considerations. On the left and right 
sides are longitudinal panels 14 and 12 of a plastic material, 
Which Would substantially cover the center portion of the 
drape When it is folded. The center panel 16 is a hydroen 
tangled material or other suitable ?uid resistant material 
typically used for surgical drapes. It is reinforced at the top 
With a second panel 18 in the region surrounding the surgical 
site and the collecting pouch. The reinforcing panel is plastic 
backed to prevent ?uids from reaching the center panel 16. 
The split or slot is Wide enough to accept a patient’s shoulder 
and deep enough to alloW the ends to be secured above the 
surgical site. Tape 30 (FIG. 2) extends around the edges of 
the slot on the patient’s side substantially to the top in order 
to seal the drape to the patient’s body. Preferably the tape 30 
Will be about 2 inches Wide and of a type manufactured for 
such applications, eg by the 3M Company. The surgical site 
is surrounded by a plastic region 20, Which accepts ?uids 
released during surgery and assures that they are directed 
into the pouch for disposal. The pouch 22 preferably is made 
of a clear plastic material. It extends from the region around 
the patient’s shoulder at the bottom portion of the split and 
contains runners 24a and b along the side of the slot to direct 
the ?oW of ?uids into the pouch for disposal. The pouch is 
outlined by a Wire around the upper open edge in a generally 
U-shape. When the drape is in position the pouch points 
doWnWard from the patient’s shoulder. The Wire-outlined 
edge tends to fall outWard to naturally open the pouch to 
receive ?uids during surgery. Attachment points 26a and b 
provide for attaching auxiliaries needed during surgery. 

FIG. 2 shoWs the neW drape 10 from the patient’s (i.e., 
proximal) side. The side panels 12 and 14 are visible, as is 
the split or slot region Which accepts the patient’s shoulder. 
The center panel 16 can be seen, but not the reinforcing 
region, the pouch and the overlying plastic covering of the 
surgical site. The tape 30 seals the drape around the patient’s 
shoulder. Typically, the upper ends of the slot Will be 
Wrapped over each other at the top of the patient’s shoulder 
and sealed With the tape 30. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A surgical drape for shoulder surgery comprising: 

(a) a central panel having distal and proximal sides 
relative to a surgical patient, each side having top and 
bottom regions, said top region including a slot for 
receiving the shoulder of a patient; 

(b) side panels attached to said central panel and extend 
ing from the top region to the bottom region 

(c) a reinforcing panel attached over said top region of the 
distal side of said central panel; 
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(d) an impervious panel disposed over said reinforcing 3. A surgical drape of claim 1 Wherein said central panel 
panel and surrounding said slit for receiving the shoul- of (a) is a nomwoven ?uid_resistant materiaL 

def of a patient; 4. A surgical drape of claim 1 Wherein said reinforcing 

panel of (c) is a ?uid-resistant material backed With a ?uid 
impervious plastic. 

(e) tape disposed around said slit on the proximal side of 
said slit; 5 
a ouch attached to the distal side of said central anel . . . . . . 

(?ovler the impervious panel, said pouch surroundingJ said 5' A surgléal drap? O_f Claml 1 whereln Sald lmpervlous 
slit and extending toWard the bottom portion thereof in panel of (d) Is an ?uld lmpervlous plasnc panel‘ 

a generally V-shape to direct the ?oW of ?uids entering 6- A Surgical drape of Claim 1 wherein Said Pouch of the pouch. 10 is a ?uid impervious clear plastic. 

2. A surgical drape of claim 1 further comprising attach 
ments for surgical accessories. * * * * * 


