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(57) ABSTRACT 

A storage shed for attaching to the railing at the edge of a 
deck, such shed having an enclosure assembly mounted on 
the deck railing While being held in place by doors. The shed 
preserves deck ?oor space by hanging principally Within and 
on the outside of the deck railing, and provides a stable 
storage container that may securely hold a variety of items. 
The shed can be ?nished to match the deck or the building 
to Which the deck is attached. Aplurality of shelves, hooks, 
draWers, pegboard, hangers, and partitions Within the shed 
can be arranged for convenient storage of a variety of items. 

18 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets 
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Figure 1 
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Figure 8 
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STORAGE ATTACHMENT FOR DECK 
RAILING 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates generally to storage cabinets. In 

particular, the present invention relates to a storage cabinet 
that can be attached to a deck railing. 

2. Background of the Prior Art 
Storage of gardening tools, patio items, and pool 

equipment, such as ?oWerpots, potting tools, laWn 
sprinklers, barbeque tools and supplies, etc. has been a long 
existing problem. Since exposure to sunlight and Weather 
elements has an adverse effect on such equipment, it is 
preferable to store them in an enclosure to improve their 
lifespan. Additionally, keeping such items neatly put aWay 
Where they can be readily located and retrieved When one 
Wishes to use them is generally desirable for convenience. 
Still further, providing a secure location Where such items 
may be kept is likeWise desirable. Typically, such items are 
stored in a garage, basement, or shed located some distance 
from Where the items are put into use. It is therefore 
desirable to store such items in an easily accessible enclosed 
container that is located near Where the items Will be used. 

Many storage containers for gardening equipment and 
barbecue supplies are short, trunklike enclosures Without 
compartments in Which such tools and equipment are hap 
haZardly stored. Tall items, such as brooms and rakes do not 
?t easily in such containers. Items that are meant to be stored 
hanging cannot be appropriately accommodated. LikeWise, 
many such storage containers are of limited stability and 
easily moved, toppled, or damaged. Moreover, even When 
such storage containers are located on a patio deck for ease 
of access, they take up a fair amount of ?oor space, Which 
is generally unfavored. 

The need for additional useful space in limited areas is 
Well knoWn. For example, US. Pat. No. 3,744,645 to 
Hochman discloses an auxiliary shelf for attachment to an 
existing shelf to increase storage and display space. US. Pat. 
No. 645,124 to Plumb discloses a provision box that is 
designed to be hung outside a WindoW for storage of items. 
US. Pat. No. 1,280,109 to Silverton discloses a refrigerator 
that is designed to be hung outside a WindoW for storage of 
chilled items. US. Pat. No. 1,068,391 to Jensen and US. 
Pat. No. 5,267,715 to OWen both disclose brackets that can 
be hung from a railing, such as can be found surrounding a 
patio deck. None of the references, hoWever, disclose a 
storage shed that can be installed on the railing around a 
deck and that provides easy and convenient access to stored 
items. 
From the foregoing, it is apparent that there is a need for 

a storage attachment that can be ?tted to a deck railing so as 
to minimiZe encroachment on useable deck space, and that 
provides for secure storage of a variety of items, for 
example, garden tools, patio items, pool equipment, and the 
like, and Which is cost effective and easy to install but of 
greater stability than prior knoWn storage containers. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a solution to the above and 
other problems by enabling a simply designed, easy to 
construct storage shed that provides easy access to fre 
quently used items While preserving deck ?oor space. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a storage 
shed that ?ts most deck railings. It is a related object of the 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

55 

60 

65 

2 
present invention to provide a storage shed that is attached 
to the deck railing. It is a further related object of the present 
invention to provide a storage shed that incorporates the 
deck railing into the internal shelving. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a 
storage shed that is appropriately siZed to accommodate 
patio, garden, and pool items. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a 
storage shed that complements the existing ?nish of the 
deck. 

This invention relates to a novel storage shed that can be 
attached to the railing at the edge of a deck. The shed hangs 
on the deck railing and incorporates the deck rail cap as a 
stationary shelf Within the shed. Once installed on the deck 
railing, doors are fastened to the front face of the shed to aid 
in preventing the shed from falling off the deck railing. 
The storage shed disclosed herein offers adjustable 

shelving, customiZable compartmentation, and durable stor 
age to the purchasing public. Such shed may be made from 
a variety of materials, for example, Wood, plastic, or metal 
to ?t framing applications and strength requirements. 
Moreover, such storage shed may be ?nished to match the 
deck on Which it is installed or the structure to Which the 
deck is attached. The invention enables a storage shed for 
attachment to a deck railing that can be mass-produced and 
sold for a reasonable price that, in fact, can be made or put 
in place by any skilled or semi-skilled person. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The above and other features, aspects, and advantages of 
the present invention are considered in more detail, in 
relation to the folloWing description of embodiments thereof 
shoWn in the accompanying draWings, in Which: 

FIG. 1 shoWs an illustration of a storage shed in perspec 
tive according to one embodiment of the present invention; 

FIGS. 2a and 2b shoW an exploded vieW of a portion of 
the storage shed of FIG. 1, according to one embodiment of 
the present invention; 

FIG. 3 shoWs a rear perspective illustration of the storage 
shed of FIG. 1, according to one embodiment of the present 
invention; 

FIGS. 4a, 4b, and 4c shoW a perspective illustration of a 
top portion of the storage shed of FIG. 1, according to one 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 5 shoWs a cutaWay illustration of the storage shed of 
FIG. 1, prior to installation; 

FIG. 6 shoWs the storage shed of FIG. 5 in an installed 
position, according to one embodiment of the present inven 
tion; 

FIG. 7 shoWs an illustration of an exploded vieW of a 
portion of the storage shed of FIG. 1, according to one 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 8 shoWs an illustration of a portion of the storage 
shed of FIG. 1, according to one embodiment of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 9 shoWs a bottom perspective illustration of a portion 
of the storage shed of FIG. 1, according to one embodiment 
of the present invention; and 

FIG. 10 shoWs a perspective illustration of the storage 
shed of FIG. 1, partially exploded, according to one embodi 
ment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

The invention summariZed above and de?ned by the 
enumerated claims may be better understood by referring to 
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the following description, Which should be read in conjunc 
tion With the accompanying drawings in Which like refer 
ence numbers are used for like parts. This description of an 
embodiment, set out beloW to enable one to build and use an 
implementation of the invention, is not intended to limit the 
enumerated claims, but to serve as a particular example 
thereof. Those skilled in the art should appreciate that they 
may readily use the conception and speci?c embodiments 
disclosed as a basis for modifying or designing other meth 
ods and systems for carrying out the same purposes of the 
present invention. Those skilled in the art should also realiZe 
that such equivalent assemblies do not depart from the spirit 
and scope of the invention in its broadest form. 

Referring to FIG. 1, a shed 10 according to the present 
invention is shoWn attached to a deck railing 13. The deck 
railing 13 is generally comprised of a top rail 16, bottom rail 
19, railing posts 21, and balusters 24. Top rail 16 is usually 
covered by rail cap 27 substantially perpendicular to top rail 
16. Rail cap 27 may be a standard 2x6 or 2x4 piece of 
lumber and is ordinarily aligned over top rail 16 such that 
top rail 16 is centered under rail cap 27 or top rail 16 is 
positioned toWard the deck side of rail cap 27. Railing 
construction is generally knoWn in the art. 

FIG. 2a shoWs a portion of shed 10. Left side panel 30 is 
attached to bottom panel 33 and center support 36. In a 
preferred embodiment, short doWels, such as 39, are used to 
align bottom panel 33 and center support 36 With left side 
panel 30. As is conventional in the art, such doWels 39 may 
be attached using a suitable adhesive, such as Wood glue and 
the like. Bottom panel 33 and center support 36 are ?rmly 
attached to left side panel 30 using suitable fasteners, such 
as a plurality of screWs 42. 

Left side panel 30 presents an opening 45, siZed and 
con?gured to enable panel 30 to ?t snugly on rail cap 27 and 
against top rail 16, as described in greater detail beloW. 

Center support 36 is selectively provided depending on 
the siZe of rail cap 27. If rail cap 27 comprises a 2x6 board, 
then a smaller center support 36 is necessary than if rail cap 
27 comprises a 2x4 board. In use, center support 36 is 
juxtaposed to rail cap 27 to form a shelf Within shed 10, as 
explained in greater detail beloW. 

Right side panel 48 is similarly attached to bottom panel 
33 and center support 36 using doWels 39, adhesive, and 
fasteners 42, as shoWn in FIG. 2b. Right side panel 48 also 
presents an opening 51, siZed and con?gured to enable panel 
48 to ?t snugly on rail cap 27 and against top rail 16. 

FIG. 3 shoWs a rear perspective illustration of storage 
shed 10 With back panel 54 in place. Back panel 54 is 
attached to left side panel 30, right side panel 48, bottom 
panel 33, and center support 36 using a plurality of fasteners 
42. Back panel 54 may comprise a single piece or a plurality 
of pieces fastened together. 

In one embodiment, back gable 57 is separately attached 
to back panel 54 using a ?at plate 60 and a plurality of 
suitable fasteners, as shoWn in FIG. 4a. Wide-angled brack 
ets 63, 68 are attached to an inner surface of left and right 
side panels 30, 48, respectively. 
As shoWn in FIG. 4b, a gable door edge piece 71 is 

attached to an interior surface of front gable 74 using 
suitable fasteners, such that a portion of the door edge piece 
71 extends beloW a loWer edge of the front gable 74. 
Right-angled brackets 77, 78 are also attached to an interior 
surface of front gable 74 using suitable fasteners. In a 
preferred embodiment, short doWels, such as 39, are used to 
align front gable 74 With left and right side panels 30, 48. As 
is conventional in the art, such doWels 39 may be attached 
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4 
using a suitable adhesive, such as Wood glue and the like. As 
shoWn in FIG. 4c, front gable 74 is attached to left and right 
side panels 30, 48. A?rst right-angled bracket 77 is secured 
to an interior surface of left side panel 30 and a second 
right-angled bracket 78 is secured to an interior surface of 
right side panel 48, using suitable fasteners. 

FIG. 5 shoWs a shed enclosure assembly, indicated gen 
erally as 80. Enclosure assembly 80 comprises left side 
panel 30, right side panel 48, bottom panel 33, back panel 
54, back gable 57 (not shoWn), front gable 74, and roof 
panels 83, 84. Roof panels 83, 84 are attached to back gable 
57 and front gable 74 using suitable fasteners. Roof panel 83 
is also attached to Wide-angled bracket 63 interiorly of 
enclosure assembly 80 and roof panel 84 is similarly 
attached to Wide-angled bracket 68 interiorly of enclosure 
assembly 80. In a preferred embodiment, the peak 87 
betWeen roof panels 83, 84 can be sealed using caulk or 
other suitable sealant. 

Once the shed enclosure assembly 80 is complete, such 
enclosure assembly 80 can be positioned on the deck railing 
13 as illustrated in FIG. 6. Openings 45, 51 (FIGS. 2a and 
2b) envelope rail cap 27 and top rail 16. Enclosure assembly 
80 should be positioned near a railing post 21 to ensure 
structural stability. In a preferred embodiment, enclosure 
assembly 80 should be placed Within approximately 12 
inches of railing post 21. Prior to positioning enclosure 
assembly 80, several balusters 24 should be removed along 
the section of deck railing 13 selected for the location of 
such enclosure assembly 80. FIG. 6 shoWs the shed enclo 
sure assembly 80 installed on deck railing 13. Enclosure 
assembly 80 may be siZed so that When it is installed on 
railing 13, bottom panel 33 may rest on bottom rail 19. 
Alternately, enclosure assembly 80 may be siZed so that 
When installed, bottom panel 33 is positioned near and above 
bottom rail 19. In some embodiments, such as deck con 
structions Where bottom rail 19 is not present, bottom panel 
33 may be positioned near and above the deck, or alternately 
may be positioned directly on the deck. Center support 36 
preferably aligns With rail cap 27 to form a single shelf 
spanning the entire Width of enclosure assembly 80. 

In an alternate embodiment, left and right side panels 30, 
48 can extend beyond the deck side edge of rail cap 27 as 
illustrated in FIG. 6 in phantom by broken lines 89. In such 
an embodiment, bottom panel 33 and roof panels 83, 84 
should also extend beyond the deck side edge of rail cap 27. 

In yet another embodiment, openings 45, 51 may be 
positioned on the rear edge of side panels 30, 48 With 
enclosure assembly 80 being locked in place by sliding the 
enclosure assembly 80 onto deck railing 13, and thereafter 
attaching back Wall 54. 

Referring to FIG. 7, doors 91, 92 are attached to left and 
right side panels 30, 48, respectively, using suitable 
connectors, for example, hinges, a slider assembly, or simi 
larly con?gured connectors. Rail mount brackets 95, 96 are 
likeWise attached to left and right side panels 30, 48, 
respectively, using suitable fasteners. Such rail mount brack 
ets 95, 96 prevent enclosure assembly 80 from falling off 
deck railing 13. In addition, to hold enclosure assembly 80 
in place, a ?at connector plate 99 can be secured to the center 
support 36 and rail cap 27. Alternatively, connector plate 99 
can be secured to the bottom of center support 36 and rail 
cap 27. 

In an alternate embodiment, left and right side panels 30, 
48 extend beyond the deck side edge of the rail cap (as 
shoWn in phantom in FIG. 6). In this case, When doors 91, 
92 are installed and in the closed position, a vertical open 



US 6,904,719 B2 
5 

space or gap remains between the doors and rail cap 27, 
Which vertical open space preferably extends the entire 
height of enclosure assembly 80. The open space enables 
long items, such as brooms, shovels, and rakes to be stored 
in enclosure assembly 80. In such an embodiment, rail 
mount brackets 95, 96 (FIG. 7) should be increased in their 
thickness dimension to ?t in openings 45, 51 (FIGS. 2a and 
2b) and to hold enclosure assembly 80 in place. 

Rail cap trim pieces, indicated generally as 101 in FIG. 8, 
can be added, as necessary to close remaining openings 
around the top rail 16 and rail cap 27. FolloWing installation 
of such trim pieces, caulk, or other suitable sealant can be 
applied to any joint openings that might remain. 
As shoWn in FIG. 9, the bottom panel 33 is attached to 

bottom rail 19 or the deck, if there is no bottom rail, using 
short balusters, such as 104. Such short baluster 104 is siZed 
to provide a uniform appearance in relation to the remaining 
full-length balusters 24. Short baluster 104 is attached to 
bottom panel 33 using an L-shaped bracket 106 and suitable 
fasteners. 

FIG. 10 shoWs a completed shed 10. After shed 10 has 
been installed and secured to deck railing 13, additional 
partitions may be added to the interior of shed 10, such as 
shelves 109, hooks 112, and compartment 115. Aplurality of 
shelf pinholes may be provided on the interior surface of left 
and right side panels 30, 48 to permit installation of shelves 
109 to a desired height. Compartment 115 can be placed in 
either the top portion or bottom portion of the shed 10, as 
desired. While not particularly shoWn in FIG. 10, other 
enhancements can be added as Well (e.g., draWers, 
compartments, pegboard, hangers, etc.), and the placement 
of such partitions as shoWn is for illustration purposes only, 
and should not be considered as restrictive in any Way. For 
eXample, compartment 115 can be ?tted With one or more 
sliding draWers mounted on the interior of compartment 115, 
and/or one or more draWers spanning a portion or the 
entirety of the Width of enclosure 80 may be provided 
betWeen or in place of shelves 109. LikeWise, a lock of 
traditional construction may be added Which, in combination 
With the above-described structure of enclosure assembly 
80, and by nature of its attachment to a ?xed, permanent 
structure such as a deck railing, provides enhanced security 
for the items stored Within enclosure assembly 80. 

The invention has been described With references to a 
preferred embodiment. While speci?c values, relationships, 
materials and steps have been set forth for purposes of 
describing concepts of the invention, it Will be appreciated 
by persons skilled in the art that numerous variations and/or 
modi?cations may be made to the invention as shoWn in the 
speci?c embodiments Without departing from the spirit or 
scope of the basic concepts and operating principles of the 
invention as broadly described. It should be recogniZed that, 
in the light of the above teachings, those skilled in the art can 
modify those speci?cs Without departing from the invention 
taught herein. Having noW fully set forth the preferred 
embodiments and certain modi?cations of the concept 
underlying the present invention, various other embodi 
ments as Well as certain variations and modi?cations of the 
embodiments herein shoWn and described Will obviously 
occur to those skilled in the art upon becoming familiar With 
such underlying concept. It is intended to include all such 
modi?cations, alternatives and other embodiments insofar as 
they come Within the scope of the appended claims or 
equivalents thereof. It should be understood, therefore, that 
the invention may be practiced otherWise than as speci?cally 
set forth herein. Consequently, the present embodiments are 
to be considered in all respects as illustrative and not 
restrictive. 
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6 
What is claimed is: 
1. A storage unit adapted to be mounted to a railing, said 

storage unit comprising: 
at least one bottom Wall; 
at least one back Wall; 
at least ?rst and second spaced-apart side Walls, Wherein 

a. said back Wall is connected to said ?rst and second 
spaced-apart side Walls at ?rst and second longitu 
dinal edges; and 

b. said ?rst and second spaced-apart side Walls are 
connected at a bottom end to said bottom Wall; and 

at least one door, supported by at least one of said Walls, 
Wherein said door is selectively movable betWeen a 
closed position and an open position, and Wherein said 
door is adapted to obscure part of said railing betWeen 
said ?rst and second spaced-apart side Walls When said 
door is in the closed position; Wherein 

either of said ?rst and second spaced-apart side Walls 
contains a variance in its dimensions that permits the 
mounting of said storage unit on said railing such that 
said railing aligns With said side Walls substantially 
perpendicularly. 

2. The storage unit of claim 1, further comprising a roof. 
3. The storage unit of claim 1, further comprising at least 

one support adapted for connection to at least one Wall and 
said railing. 

4. The storage unit of claim 1, further comprising at least 
one shelf disposed Within said storage unit. 

5. The storage unit of claim 4, Wherein said at least one 
shelf is adjustable. 

6. The storage unit of claim 1, Wherein the variance in the 
dimensions of said ?rst and second spaced-apart side Walls 
permits a rail cap attached to said railing to be incorporated 
as a shelf Within said storage unit. 

7. The storage unit of claim 1, further comprising at least 
one draWer disposed Within said storage unit. 

8. The storage unit of claim 1, Wherein said ?rst and 
second side Walls have an opening adapted to engage at least 
the top rail of said railing. 

9. The storage unit of claim 1, further comprising at least 
one support adapted for connection to at least one Wall and 
a deck structure to Which said railing is attached. 

10. The combination of a railing and a storage unit, said 
railing comprising at least a top rail, said storage unit 
comprising: 

at least one bottom Wall; 
at least one back Wall; 
at least ?rst and second spaced-apart side Walls, Wherein 

a. said back Wall is connected to said ?rst and second 
spaced-apart side Walls at ?rst and second longitu 
dinal edges; and 

b. said ?rst and second spaced-apart side Walls are 
connected at a bottom end to said bottom Wall; and 

at least one door, supported by at least one of said Walls, 
Wherein said door is selectively movable betWeen a 
closed position and an oven position, and Wherein said 
door obscures part of said railing betWeen said ?rst and 
second spaced-apart side Walls When said door is in the 
closed position; Wherein 

either of said ?rst and second spaced-apart side Walls 
contains a variance in its dimensions that permits the 
mounting of said storage unit on said railing such that 
said railing aligns With said side Walls substantially 
perpendicularly. 

11. The combination of claim 10, said storage unit further 
comprising a roof. 
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12. The combination of claim 10, wherein said ?rst and 
second spaced-apart side Walls have an opening adapted to 
engage said railing. 

13. The combination of claim 10, said railing further 
comprising a rail cap, a bottom rail, and a railing post, said 
combination further comprising at least one support con 
nected to at least one Wall and to said railing. 

14. The combination of claim 10, Wherein said railing is 
attached to a deck structure, said combination further com 
prising at least one support connected to at least one Wall and 
to said deck structure. 

10 

8 
15. The combination of claim 10, further comprising at 

least one shelf disposed Within said storage unit. 
16. The combination of claim 15, Wherein said at least one 

shelf is adjustable. 
17. The combination of claim 10, said railing further 

comprising a rail cap, Wherein the variance in the dimen 
sions of said ?rst and second spaced-apart side Walls permits 
said rail cap to be incorporated as a shelf Within said storage 
unit. 

18. The combination of claim 10, further comprising at 
least one draWer disposed Within said storage unit. 

* * * * * 
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