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IN-SITU THERMAL AND INFRARED 
CURING OF POLYMERIZABLE LUBRICANT 

THIN FILMS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO PROVISIONAL 
APPLICATION 

This application claims priority from US. provisional 
patent application Ser. No. 60/388,399 ?led Jun. 12, 2002, 
the entire disclosure of Which is incorporated herein by 
reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to polymeriZed lubricants 
having improved chemical resistance and mechanical 
stability, to their unpolymeriZed precursors, and to thin ?lm 
data/information storage and retrieval media comprising 
thin ?lms of the polymeriZed lubricant as a topcoat for 
reducing static and dynamic frictional coef?cients of the 
media When utiliZed in combination With a ?ying head 
read/Write transducer. The invention enjoys particular utility 
in the manufacture and use of thin ?lm type magnetic or 
magneto-optical (“MO”) recording media comprising a 
stacked plurality of thin ?lm layers formed on a substrate, 
e.g., a disk-shaped substrate, Wherein a thin topcoat layer 
comprised of a lubricant material is applied to the upper 
surface of the layer stack for improving tribological perfor 
mance and chemical stability of the media When utiliZed 
With read/Write transducer heads operating at very loW ?ying 
heights. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Magnetic and MO media are Widely employed in various 
applications, particularly in the computer industry for data/ 
information storage and retrieval purposes. A magnetic 
medium in, e.g., disk form, such as utiliZed in computer 
related applications, comprises a non-magnetic, disk-shaped 
substrate, e.g., of glass, ceramic, glass-ceramic composite, 
polymer, metal, or metal alloy, typically an aluminum (Al) 
based alloy, such as aluminum-magnesium (Al—Mg), hav 
ing at least one major surface on Which a layer stack or 
laminate comprising a plurality of thin ?lm layers consti 
tuting the medium are sequentially deposited. Such layers 
may include, in sequence from the substrate deposition 
surface, a plating layer, e.g., of amorphous nickel 
phosphorus (Ni—P), a polycrystalline underlayer, typically 
of chromium (Cr) or a Cr-based alloy, such as chromium 
vanadium (Cr—V), a magnetic layer, e.g., of a cobalt 
(Co)-based alloy, and a protective overcoat layer, typically 
of a carbon (C)-based material, e.g., diamond-like carbon 
(“DLC”) having good tribological properties. A similar 
situation eXists With MO media, Wherein a layer stack or 
laminate is formed on a substrate deposition surface, Which 
layer stack or laminate typically comprises a re?ective layer, 
e.g., of a metal or metal alloy, one or more rare-earth 

thermo-magnetic (RE-TM) alloy layers, one or more trans 
parent dielectric layers, and a protective overcoat layer, e.g., 
a DLC layer, for functioning as re?ective, transparent, 
Writing, Writing assist, and read-out layers, etc. 

In operation of such disk-shaped magnetic and/or MO 
media, a typical contact start/stop (CSS) method commences 
When a data transducing head begins to slide against the 
surface of the disk as the disk begins to rotate. Upon 
reaching a predetermined high rotational speed, the head 
?oats in air at a predetermined distance from the surface of 
the disk, Where it is maintained during reading and recording 
operations. Upon terminating operation of the disk drive, the 
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2 
head again begins to slide against the surface of the disk and 
eventually stops in contact With and pressing against the 
disk. Each time the head and disk assembly is driven, the 
sliding surface of the head repeats the cyclic operation 
consisting of stopping, sliding against the surface of the 
disk, ?oating in the air, sliding against the surface of the 
disk, and stopping. 

For optimum consistency and predictability, it is neces 
sary to maintain each transducer head as close to its asso 
ciated recording surface as possible, i.e., to minimiZe the 
?ying height of the head. Accordingly, a smooth recording 
surface is preferred, as Well as a smooth opposing surface of 
the associated transducer head. HoWever, if the head surface 
and the recording surface are too ?at, the precision match of 
these surfaces gives rise to eXcessive stiction and friction 
during the start up and stopping phases, thereby causing 
Wear to the head and recording surfaces, eventually leading 
to What is referred to as a “head crash.” Thus, there are 
competing goals of reduced head/disk friction and minimum 
transducer ?ying height. 

According to conventional practices, a lubricant topcoat is 
uniformly applied over the protective overcoat layer to 
prevent Wear betWeen the disk and the facing surface of the 
read/Write transducer head during CSS operation because 
excessive Wear of the protective overcoat layer increases 
friction betWeen the transducer head and the disk, eventually 
leading to catastrophic failure of the disk drive. HoWever, an 
eXcess amount of lubricant at the head-disk interface causes 
high stiction betWeen the head and the disk, Which stiction, 
if eXcessive, prevents starting of disk rotation, hence causing 
catastrophic failure of the disk drive. Accordingly, the 
lubricant thickness must be optimiZed for stiction and fric 
tion. 
The continuing requirements for increased recording den 

sity and faster data transfer rates necessitating loWer ?ying 
heights of the data transducing heads and minimiZed 
friction/stiction of the head-disk interface have served as an 
impetus for the development of specialiZed lubricants for 
serving as the lubricant topcoat layer overlying the protec 
tive overcoat layer. Such lubricants are required to ful?ll a 
variety of functions requiring diverse characteristics and 
attributes. For eXample, the lubricant material forming the 
topcoat layer must be chemically inert, have a loW vapor 
pressure, loW surface tension, high thermal stability, 
mechanical stability under shear stress, and good boundary 
lubrication properties. In addition to the foregoing, it is 
critical that the lubricant adhere tightly (as, for eXample, 
re?ected in the “bonded lube thickness” or “bonded lube 
ratio”) to the underlying surface, i.e., the protective overcoat 
layer (typically carbon-based), over the lifetime of the disk 
drive comprising the recording disk and associated ?ying 
head data transducer. 

Fluoropolyether lubricants have been developed Which 
are in Widespread use as materials for forming the lubricant 
topcoat layers of disk-shaped data/information storage and 
retrieval media, e.g., magnetic and MO recording media. 
Fluoropolyether-based lubricants are uniquely suited for use 
as lubricant topcoat layers in such rotating disk-type record 
ing media in vieW of their eXemplary properties, including 
inter alia, chemical inertness, loW vapor pressure, loW sur 
face tension, high thermal stability, mechanical stability 
under high shear stress, and good boundary lubrication 
properties. Among the many currently available ?uoropoly 
ether lubricants, liquid per?uoropolyethers (PFPE) and 
derivatives thereof are most commonly employed in forming 
lubricant topcoat layers on rotatable recording media. 

Commercially available PFPE lubricants include KRY 
TOXTM (DuPont Co., Wilmington, Del.); FOMBLINTM 
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Z-DOL, Z-TETRAOL, Z-DOL TXS, AM 2001, and AM 
3001 (Ausimont Montedison Group, Thorofare, N.J.); and 
DEMNUMTM SA, SH, SP, and SY (Daikin Industries, Ltd., 
Osaka, Japan). A number of these commercially available 
PEPE-based lubricants are substituted With 2 to 4 polar 
end-groups, such as 2—4 hydroxyl or carboxyl groups, Which 
polar end-groups are provided for enhancing adhesion of the 
polymeric lubricant molecules to the surface of the record 
ing media, e.g., the surface of a carbon-based protective 
overcoat layer. Application of the PEPE-based lubricants to 
the media surface may be performed by any standard 
technique, e.g., dipping, spraying, spin coating, etc., fol 
loWed by drying to remove any volatile solvent(s) 
therefrom, and if desired, folloWed by tape burnishing. A 
more recently developed technique for applying thin ?lms of 
polymeric lubricants to media surfaces comprises generation 
of a vapor of the lubricant folloWed by condensation of the 
vapor on the media surface. 

As indicated above, conventional PEPE-based lubricants 
generally comprise 2—4 polar groups or moieties at either 
end of a generally linear, per?uorinated alkylpolyether 
molecule, for facilitating direct bonding to a surface, and 
thus provide improved adhesion of the lubricant topcoat 
layer to the surface of the protective overcoat layer. Such 
polar functional groups, hoWever, are not necessarily chemi 
cally inert, i.e., they may exhibit varying degrees of chemi 
cal inertness, and consequently, the above-described con 
ventional PEPE-based lubricants may disadvantageously 
undergo chemical reactions prior or subsequent to their 
application to the media surface. In particular, contamina 
tion of the lubricant topcoat layer With a LeWis acid, e.g., 
aluminum oxide (A1203), may promote rapid degradation of 
the lubricant topcoat layer. Furthermore, as the thickness of 
each of the carbon-based protective overcoat and lubricant 
topcoat layers are continuously being reduced in vieW of the 
ever-increasing requirements for recording media With ultra 
high areal storage density, advanced lubricants Which pro 
vide improved mechanical protection as Well as improved 
lubricity are required. 

In vieW of the above, there exists a clear need for 
improved methodology for applying or forming thin ?lms of 
advanced polymeric lubricants onto surfaces of thin ?lm 
recording media, e.g., in disk form, Wherein the polymeric 
lubricant ?lms exhibit improved chemical resistance and 
tribological properties vis-a-vis the conventional methodol 
ogy described above. According to the present invention, 
such goals are met by in situ thermally- or infrared-catalyzed 
conversion (i.e., polymerization) of suitable precursor lubri 
cant compounds or derivatives into netWorked (i.e., cross 
linked) polymers Which are strongly bonded to the surfaces 
of the protective overcoat layers of the media, Wherein the 
precursor lubricant compounds are derived from conven 
tional lubricant materials, e.g., generally linear per?uo 
ropolyethers or derivatives thereof. 

The present invention thus addresses and solves problems 
and dif?culties in achieving high performance lubricant thin 
?lms for use in the manufacture of thin ?lm, disk-shaped 
magnetic and MO data/information storage and retrieval 
media, While maintaining full compatibility With all aspects 
of conventional automated manufacturing technology 
therefor, including productivity requirements necessary for 
economic competitiveness. In addition, the present inven 
tion provides improved thin ?lm magnetic and MO media 
having stabiliZed, chemically netWorked or cross-linked 
lubricant ?lms derived from a precursor lubricant material. 
Further, the methodology afforded by the present invention 
enjoys diverse utility in the manufacture of various other 
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4 
devices and/or articles requiring formation of stable, high 
performance lubricant thin ?lms thereon. 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

An advantage of the present invention is an improved 
composition for forming, in situ, a netWorked or cross 
linked polymeric lubricant thin ?lm bonded to a surface of 
a substrate. 

Another advantage of the present invention is an 
improved method for forming, in situ, a netWorked or 
cross-linked polymeric lubricant thin ?lm bonded to a 
surface of a substrate. 

A further advantage of the present invention is an 
improved data/information storage and retrieval medium 
comprising an in situ netWorked or cross-linked polymeric 
lubricant ?lm. 

A still further advantage of the present invention is a 
method of synthesiZing an in situ polymereriZable derivative 
of a per?uoropolyether compound for use as a precursor 
material. 

Yet another advantage of the present invention is an 
improved data/information storage and retrieval medium. 

Additional advantages and other aspects and features of 
the present invention Will be set forth in the description 
Which folloWs and in part Will become apparent to those 
having ordinary skill in the art upon examination of the 
folloWing or may be learned from the practice of the present 
invention. The advantages of the present invention may be 
realiZed and obtained as particularly pointed out in the 
appended claims. 
According to an aspect of the present invention, the 

foregoing and other advantages are obtained in part by a 
composition for forming, in situ, a netWorked or cross 
linked polymeric lubricant thin ?lm bonded to a surface of 
a substrate, comprising a polymeriZable per?uoropolyether 
derivative curable by supplying thermal or infra-red (IR) 
energy thereto. 

According to embodiments of the present invention, the 
polymeriZable per?uoropolyether derivative comprises a 
generally linear per?uoropolyether chain With a reactive 
moiety or functional group at each end of the chain Which 
undergoes reaction upon supplying of the thermal or IR 
energy to form a netWorked or cross-linked polymer of the 
per?uoropolyether derivative. 

Embodiments of the invention include those Wherein the 
generally linear per?uoropolyether chain comprises a plu 
rality of —(CxF2xO)n— repeating units, Wherein x in each 
unit is independently an integer from about 1 to about 10 and 
n is an integer from about 10 to about 30; and each of the 
reactive moieties or functional groups is selected from the 
group consisting of acrylate, methacrylate, styrene, 
ot-methyl styrene, and vinyl ester moieties or functional 
groups. 

According to particular embodiments of the present 
invention, the polymeriZable per?uoropolyether derivative 
comprises a generally linear per?uoropolyether chain hav 
ing a reactive acrylate moiety or functional group at each 
end of the chain, With the folloWing structural formula: 

Wherein the q/p ratio is betWeen about 0.5 and about 1.5; 
Whereas, according to other particular embodiments of the 
present invention, the polymeriZable per?uoropolyether 
derivative comprises a generally linear per?uoropolyether 
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chain having a reactive vinyl ester moiety or functional 
group at each end of the chain, with the following structural 
formula: 

wherein the q/p ratio is between about 0.5 and about 1.5. 
In each instance, the composition further comprises a 

solvent for the polymeriZable per?uoropolyether derivative. 
Another aspect of the present invention is a method for 

forming, in situ, a networked or cross-linked polymeric 
lubricant thin ?lm bonded to a surface of a substrate, which 
method comprises sequential steps of: 

(a) providing a substrate including a surface; 
(b) applying to the surface a thin layer or ?lm of a 

composition comprising a polymeriZable per?uoropolyether 
derivative curable by application thereto of thermal or 
infra-red (IR) energy; 

(c) supplying suf?cient thermal or IR energy to the thin 
layer or ?lm to achieve a temperature suf?cient to initiate 
curing reaction of the polymeriZable per?uoropolyether 
derivative to provide networking or cross-linking polymer 
iZation thereof; and 

(d) continuing the supplying of thermal or IR energy for 
an interval suf?cient to achieve a networked or cross-linked 
polymeric lubricant thin ?lm having a desired bonded lubri 
cant thickness and/or water contact angle. 

According to preferred embodiments of the present 
invention, step (a) comprises providing a data/information 
storage and retrieval medium as the substrate; e.g., step (a) 
comprises providing a disk-shaped magnetic or magneto 
optical (MO) medium as the substrate, wherein the substrate 
surface comprises a layer of a carbon (C)-based protective 
overcoat material; and step (b) comprises applying to the 
surface a thin layer or ?lm of a composition comprising a 
polymeriZable per?uoropolyether derivative comprised of a 
generally linear per?uoropolyether chain with a reactive 
moiety or functional group at each end of said chain which 
undergoes the curing reaction by supplying thermal or IR 
energy to form the networked or cross-linked polymer of the 
per?uoropolyether derivative. 

According to embodiments of the present invention, step 
(b) comprises applying to the surface a thin layer or ?lm of 
a composition comprising a polymeriZable per?uoropoly 
ether derivative wherein the generally linear per?uoropoly 
ether chain comprises a plurality of —(CxF2xO)n— repeat 
ing units, wherein X in each unit is independently an integer 
from about 1 to about 10 and n is an integer from about 10 
to about 30; and step (b) comprises applying to the surface 
a thin layer or ?lm of a composition comprising a polymer 
iZable per?uoropolyether derivative wherein each of the 
reactive moieties or functional groups is selected from the 
group consisting of acrylate, methacrylate, styrene, 
ot-methyl styrene, and vinyl ester moieties or functional 
groups. 

In accordance with particular embodiments of the present 
invention, step (a) comprises providing a disk-shaped mag 
netic or magneto-optical (MO) medium as the substrate, 
wherein the substrate surface comprises a layer of a carbon 
(C)-based protective overcoat material; and step (b) com 
prises applying to the surface a thin layer or ?lm of a 
composition comprising a polymeriZable per?uoropolyether 
derivative with a generally linear per?uoropolyether chain 
having a reactive acrylate moiety or functional group at each 
end of the chain, with the following structural formula: 

wherein the q/p ratio is between about 0.5 and about 1.5; and 
step (c) comprises supplying suf?cient thermal energy to the 
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thin layer or ?lm to achieve an elevated temperature from 
about 60 to about 180° C. or step (c) comprises supplying 
suf?cient IR energy to the thin layer or ?lm to achieve an 
elevated temperature below about 120° C. 

According to one alternative, step (c) comprises supply 
ing thermal energy; and step (d) comprises continuing the 
supplying of thermal energy for from about 1 to about 20 
hrs; and according to another, preferred alternative, step (c) 
comprises supplying IR energy; and step (d) comprises 
continuing the supplying of IR energy for a substantially 
reduced interval from about 1 to about 8 min. 
A further aspect of the present invention is a data/ 

information storage and retrieval medium, comprising: 
(a) a substrate including a surface; and 
(b) a thin layer or ?lm of an in situ networked or 

cross-linked polymeric lubricant thin ?lm bonded to the 
surface, the thin layer or ?lm of polymeric lubricant derived 
from a polymeriZable per?uoropolyether derivative by sup 
plying thermal or infra-red (IR) energy thereto. 

According to embodiments of the present invention, the 
substrate (a) is disk-shaped, comprises a layer stack includ 
ing at least one magnetic or magneto-optical (MO) recording 
layer, the substrate surface comprises a layer of a carbon 
(C)-based protective overcoat material; and the thin layer or 
?lm of polymeric lubricant (b) is obtained from a polymer 
iZable per?uoropolyether derivative comprised of a gener 
ally linear per?uoropolyether chain with a reactive moiety or 
functional group at each end of the chain which undergoes 
reaction upon the supplying of thermal or IR energy to form 
a networked or cross-linked polymer of the per?uoropoly 
ether derivative. 

In accordance with embodiments of the invention, the thin 
layer or ?lm of polymeric lubricant (b) is obtained from a 
polymeriZable per?uoropolyether derivative comprised of a 
generally linear per?uoropolyether chain including a plural 
ity of —(CxF2xO)n— repeating units, wherein X in each unit 
is independently an integer from about 1 to about 10 and n 
is an integer from about 10 to about 30, and each of the 
reactive moieties or functional groups is selected from the 
group consisting of acrylate, methacrylate, styrene, 
ot-methyl styrene, and vinyl ester moieties or functional 
groups. 

According to particular embodiments of the present 
invention, the thin layer or ?lm of polymeric lubricant (b) is 
obtained from a polymeriZable per?uoropolyether derivative 
comprised of a generally linear per?uoropolyether chain 
having a reactive acrylate moiety or functional group at each 
end of the chain, the polymeric lubricant having the follow 
ing structural formula: 

wherein the q/p ratio is between about 0.5 and about 1.5 
and n is an integer indicating the amount or degree of 
polymeriZation; and the bonded lubricant thickness and 
water contact angle of the thin ?lm of polymeric lubricant 
(b) are respectively about 10 A and 100°. 
A still further aspect of the present invention is a method 

of synthesiZing a polymeriZable derivative of a 
per?uoropolyether, the derivative being useful as a precursor 
material for forming, upon curing, a polymeric lubricant thin 
?lm which is bonded to a surface of a substrate, the method 
comprising steps of: 

(a) providing a per?uoropolyether compound including a 
generally linear per?uoropolyether chain having a reactive 
group at each end of the chain; and 

(b) reacting each of the reactive groups of the per?uo 
ropolyether compound with another compound to form a 
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polymeriZable derivative containing a reactive moiety or 
functional group at each end of the chain Which undergoes 
curing reaction upon supplying thermal or IR energy thereto 
to form a netWorked or cross-linked polymer of the deriva 
tive. 

According to embodiments of the present invention, step 
(a) comprises providing a per?uoropolyether compound 
Wherein the generally linear per?uoropolyether chain com 
prises a plurality of —(CxF2xO)n— repeating units, Wherein 
X in each unit is independently an integer from about 1 to 
about 10 and n is an integer from about 10 to about 30; and 
step (b) comprises reacting each of the reactive groups of the 
precursor compound With a compound selected from the 
group consisting of acrylate, methacrylate, styrene, 
ot-methyl styrene, and vinyl ester compounds. 

In accordance With particular embodiments of the present 
invention, step (a) comprises providing a per?uoropolyether 
compound having the folloWing formula: 

Wherein the q/p ratio is betWeen about 0.5 and about 1.5; 
and 

step (b) comprises reacting each hydroXyl (—OH) reac 
tive end group of the per?uoropolyether compound With 
acrylic chloride (H2C=CH—COCl) to form a polymeriZ 
able derivative having the folloWing formula: 

H2C:CH—COOH2CF2C—(—O—CF2CF2—)q— 
(—O—CF2— [,—O—CF2CH2OOC—CH:CH2. 

According to further particular embodiments of the 
present invention, step (a) comprises providing a per?uo 
ropolyether compound having the folloWing formula: 

Wherein the q/p ratio is betWeen about 0.5 and about 1.5; 
and 

step (b) comprises reacting each chloro (—Cl) reactive 
end group of the per?uoroployether compound With acetal 
dehyde (H3C—CHO) to form a polymeriZable vinyl ester 
derivative having the folloWing formula: 

Yet another aspect of the present invention is a data/ 
information storage and retrieval medium, comprising: 

(a) a substrate including a layer stack thereon, the layer 
stack including a surface and at least one magnetic or 
magneto-optical (MO) recording layer; and 

(b) in situ polymeriZed means bonded to the surface of the 
layer stack for lubricating the surface thereof. 

Additional advantages and aspects of the present inven 
tion Will become readily apparent to those skilled in the art 
from the folloWing detailed description, Wherein embodi 
ments of the present invention are shoWn and described, 
simply by Way of illustration of the best mode contemplated 
for practicing the present invention. As Will be described, the 
present invention is capable of other and different 
embodiments, and its several details are susceptible of 
modi?cation in various obvious respects, all Without depart 
ing from the spirit of the present invention. Accordingly, the 
draWings and description are to be regarded as illustrative in 
nature, and not as limitative. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The folloWing detailed description of the embodiments of 
the present invention can best be understood When read in 
conjunction With the folloWing draWings, Wherein: 
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FIG. 1 is a graph for shoWing the variation of the Water 

contact angle (in degrees) and bonded lubricant thickness (in 
A) as a function of thermal heating time (in hours at 120° C.) 
of a thin ?lm of an acrylated per?uoropolyether (Z-DOL); 

FIG. 2 is a graph for shoWing the variation of the Water 
contact angle (in degrees) as a function of IR irradiation time 
(in minutes at about 120° C.) of thin ?lms of an acrylated 
per?uoropolyether (i.e., acrylated Z-DOL) and Z-DOL; and 

FIG. 3 is a graph for shoWing the variation of the bonded 
lubricant thickness (in as a function of IR irradiation time 
(in minutes at about 120° C.) of thin ?lms of an acrylated 
per?uoropolyether (i.e., acrylated Z-DOL) and Z-DOL. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is based upon the discovery by the 
inventors that signi?cant improvement in the properties of 
per?uoropolyether-based lubricants bonded to substrate 
surfaces, e.g., surfaces of thin ?lm magnetic and/or 
magneto-optical (MO) recording media With carbon (C) 
containing protective overcoat layers, can be obtained by 
means of a process Wherein a derivative of a generally linear 
chain per?uoropolyether compound is formed Which con 
tains polymeriZable functional groups or moieties at each 
end of the chain, the derivative is applied as a thin ?lm to the 
surface of the media, in conventional fashion, and the thin 
?lm then subjected to an in situ polymeriZation process 
comprising supplying thermal or infrared energy thereto to 
achieve an elevated temperature Within a preselected tem 
perature range. The resultant in situ polymeriZed thin ?lm of 
lubricant exhibits substantially improved Water contact 
angles and bonded lubricant thicknesses, relative to lubri 
cant thin ?lms comprised of similar, but unpolymeriZed, 
linear chain per?uoropolyether compounds. The inventive 
methodology thus facilitates formation of recording media 
With very strongly surface-bonded, chemically and mechani 
cally stable lubricant thin ?lms heretofore unavailable 
according to prior art practices. 
According to the invention, therefore, compositions are 

provided for forming, in situ, a netWorked or cross-linked 
polymeric lubricant thin ?lm bonded to a surface of a 
substrate, comprising a polymeriZable per?uoropolyether 
derivative curable by supplying sufficient thermal or infra 
red (IR) energy thereto sufficient to achieve a preselected 
elevated temperature, the polymeriZable per?uoropolyether 
derivative comprising a generally linear per?uoropolyether 
chain With a reactive moiety or functional group at each end 
of the chain Which undergoes polymeriZation reaction upon 
supplying of the thermal or IR energy to form a netWorked 
or cross-linked polymer of the per?uoropolyether derivative. 

According to the invention, the generally linear per?uo 
ropolyether chain comprises a plurality of —(CxF2xO)n— 
repeating units, Wherein X in each unit is independently an 
integer from about 1 to about 10 and n is an integer from 
about 10 to about 30, and each of the reactive moieties or 
functional groups is selected from the group consisting of 
acrylate, methacrylate, styrene, ot-methyl styrene, and vinyl 
ester moieties or functional groups. By Way of illustration, 
but not limitation, eXamples of suitable polymeriZable per 
?uoropolyether derivatives include those comprising a gen 
erally linear per?uoropolyether chain having a reactive 
acrylate moiety or functional group at each end of the chain, 
With the folloWing structural formula: 

Wherein the q/p ratio is betWeen about 0.5 and about 1.5, 
and those comprising a generally linear per?uoropolyether 
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chain having a reactive vinyl ester moiety or functional 
group at each end of said chain, with the following structural 
formula: 

wherein the q/p ratio is between about 0.5 and about 1.5. 
In order to facilitate application of a thin ?lm of the 

polymeriZable per?uoropolyether derivative to the substrate/ 
workpiece surface, e.g., a carbon (C)-containing protective 
overcoat layer of a thin ?lm magnetic or magneto-optical 
(MO) recording medium, as by a conventional technique 
(e.g., dipping, spraying, etc.), the composition typically 
further comprises a suitable solvent, e.g., a per?uorocarbon, 
?uorohydrocarbon, or a hydro?uoroether, illustratively Ver 
trel XF or HFE 7100, for dissolving, dispersing, or suspend 
ing the polymeriZable per?uoropolyether derivative therein 
at a suitable concentration. 

According to the invention, thermal- or IR-catalyZed, 
polymeriZable derivatives of per?uoropolyether derivatives 
suitable for use as precursor compounds, which upon curing, 
form polymeric lubricant thin ?lms bonded to the substrate/ 
workpiece, may be conveniently synthesiZed via a method 
comprising steps of: 

(a) providing a per?uoropolyether compound including a 
generally linear per?uoropolyether chain having a reactive 
group at each end of the chain; and 

(b) reacting each of the reactive groups of the per?uo 
ropolyether compound with another compound to form a 
polymeriZable derivative containing a reactive moiety or 
functional group at each end of the chain which undergoes 
curing reaction upon supplying thermal or IR energy thereto 
to form a networked or cross-linked polymer of the deriva 
tive. 

Typically, according to the invention, step (a) comprises 
providing a per?uoropolyether compound wherein the gen 
erally linear per?uoropolyether chain comprises a plurality 
of —(CxF2xO)n— repeating units, X in each unit is indepen 
dently an integer from about 1 to about 10 and n is an integer 
from about 10 to about 30; and step (b) comprises reacting 
each of the reactive groups of the per?uoropolyether com 
pound with a compound selected from the group consisting 
of acrylate, methacrylate, styrene, ot-methyl styrene, and 
vinyl ester compounds. 
By way of illustration, according to a preferred embodi 

ment of the invention, step (a) comprises providing a per 
?uoropolyether compound having the following formula: 

wherein the q/p ratio is between about 0.5 and about 1.5; 
and 

step (b) comprises reacting, e.g., at room temperature and 
with stirring in a suitable solvent such as triethylamine 
[(C2H5)3N], each hydroXyl (—OH) reactive end group of the 
per?uoropolyether compound reacts with an acrylic chloride 
(H2C=CH—COCl) molecule to form a polymeriZable 
derivative having the following formula: 

H2C:CH—COOH2CF2C—(—O—CF2CF2—)q— 
(—O—CF2—)[,—O—CF2CH2OOC—CH:CH2, 

which reaction is followed by vacuum distillation to recover 
the product in the form of a clear liquid oil. 

According to another exemplary embodiment of the 
invention, step (a) comprises providing a per?uoropolyether 
compound having the following formula: 

wherein the q/p ratio is between about 0.5 and about 1.5; 
and step (b) comprises reacting, e.g., at room temperature 
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10 
(~25° C.) and with stirring of a solution of the per?uo 
ropolyether compound in a suitable solvent such as triethy 
lamine (C2H5)3N, each chloro (—Cl) reactive end group of 
the per?uoropolyether compound with reacts with an acetal 
dehyde (H3C—CHO) molecule to form a polymeriZable 
vinyl ester derivative having the following formula: 

A method according to the invention for forming, in situ, 
a networked or cross-linked polymeric lubricant thin ?lm 
bonded to a surface of a substrate, comprises sequential 
steps of: 

(a) providing a substrate/workpiece including a surface; 
(b) applying to the surface a thin layer or ?lm of a 

composition (as described supra) comprising a polymeriZ 
able per?uoropolyether derivative, e.g., by a conventional 
technique, such as dipping the surface in a solution of the 
derivative in a suitable solvent, which polymeriZable deriva 
tive is curable by application thereto of thermal or infra-red 
(IR) energy; 

(c) supplying suf?cient thermal or IR energy to the thin 
layer or ?lm to achieve a temperature sufficient to initiate 
curing reaction of the polymeriZable per?uoropolyether 
derivative to provide networking or cross-linking polymer 
iZation thereof; and, 

(d) continuing the supplying of the thermal or IR energy 
for an interval suf?cient to achieve a networked or cross 

linked polymeric lubricant thin ?lm having a desired bonded 
lubricant thickness and/or water contact angle. 

In preferred embodiments of the invention, the substrate/ 
workpiece provided in step (a) is a disk-shaped magnetic or 
magneto-optical (MO) medium wherein the surface com 
prises a layer of a carbon (C)-based protective overcoat 
material; and the thin layer or ?lm of the composition 
applied to the surface of the substrate/workpiece in step (b) 
comprises a polymeriZable per?uoropolyether derivative 
comprised of a generally linear per?uoropolyether chain 
with a reactive moiety or functional group at each end of the 
chain which undergoes curing reaction by the supplying of 
thermal or IR energy to form the networked or cross-linked 
polymer of the per?uoropolyether derivative. 

According to the invention, each of the reactive moieties 
or functional groups is selected from the group consisting of 
acrylate, methacrylate, styrene, ot-methyl styrene, and vinyl 
ester moieties or functional groups, and the generally linear 
per?uoropolyether chain comprises a plurality of 
—(CxF2xO)n—repeating units, wherein X in each unit is 
independently an integer from about 1 to about 10 and n is 
an integer from about 10 to about 30. 

Illustrative embodiments of the invention are those 
wherein step (a) comprises providing a disk-shaped mag 
netic or magneto-optical (MO) medium as the substrate/ 
workpiece, wherein the surface thereof comprises a layer of 
a carbon (C)-based protective overcoat material; and step (b) 
comprises applying to the surface a thin layer or ?lm of a 
composition comprising a polymeriZable per?uoropolyether 
derivative with a generally linear per?uoropolyether chain 
having a reactive acrylate moiety or functional group at each 
end of the chain, with the following structural formula: 

wherein the q/p ratio is between about 0.5 and about 1.5 ; and 
step (c) comprises supplying sufficient thermal energy to the 
thin layer or ?lm to achieve an elevated temperature from 
about 60 to about 180° C. or step (c) comprises supplying 
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sufficient IR energy to the thin layer or ?lm to achieve an 
elevated temperature below about 120° C. 

According to alternative embodiments offered by the 
inventive methodology, step (c) comprises supplying ther 
mal energy; and step (d) comprises continuing the supplying 
of thermal energy for from about 1 to about 20 hrs., or step 
(c) preferably comprises supplying IR energy; and step (d) 
comprises continuing the supplying of IR energy for from 
about 1 to about 8 min. 

Data/information storage and retrieval media fabricated 
according to the above method comprise: 

(a) a substrate including a surface; and 
(b) a thin layer or ?lm of an in situ netWorked or 

cross-linked polymeric lubricant thin ?lm bonded to the 
surface, the thin layer or ?lm of polymeric lubricant 
obtained from a polymeriZable per?uoropolyether derivative 
by supplying thermal or infra-red (IR) energy thereto 
according to the above-described method. 

According to embodiments of the invention, the substrate 
(a) is disk-shaped, comprises a layer stack including at least 
one magnetic or magneto-optical (MO) recording layer (as 
described in more detail supra), the substrate surface com 
prises a layer of a carbon (C)-based protective overcoat 
material; and the thin layer or ?lm of polymeric lubricant (b) 
is obtained from a polymeriZable per?uoropolyether deriva 
tive (synthesiZed as, for example, described supra) com 
prised of a generally linear per?uoropolyether chain With a 
reactive moiety or functional group at each end of the chain 
Which undergoes reaction upon the supplying of thermal or 
IR energy to form a netWorked or cross-linked polymer of 
the per?uoropolyether derivative. 

Typically, the thin layer or ?lm of polymeric lubricant (b) 
is obtained from a polymeriZable per?uoropolyether deriva 
tive comprised of a generally linear per?uoropolyether chain 
including a plurality of —(CxF2xO)n— repeating units, 
Wherein X in each unit is independently an integer from 
about 1 to about 10 and n is an integer from about 10 to 
about 30, and each of the reactive moieties or functional 
groups is selected from the group consisting of acrylate, 
methacrylate, styrene, ot-methyl styrene, and vinyl ester 
moieties or functional groups. 
An exemplary embodiment according to the invention is 

one Where the thin layer or ?lm of polymeric lubricant (b) 
is obtained from a polymeriZable per?uoropolyether deriva 
tive comprised of a generally linear per?uoropolyether chain 
having a reactive acrylate moiety or functional group at each 
end of the chain, the polymeric lubricant having the folloW 
ing structural formula: 

Wherein the q/p ratio is betWeen about 0.5 and about 1.5, 
n is an integer indicating the amount or degree of 
polymeriZation, and the bonded lubricant thickness and 
Water contact angle of the thin ?lm of polymeric lubricant 
(b) are respectively about 10 A and 100°. 

EXAMPLE 

Supercritical ?uid extracted fractions of Fomblin Z-DOL, 
a linear chain per?uoropolyether (“PFPE”) from Ausimont, 
Thorofare, N.J., having the structural formula 
HOH2CF2C—(—O—CF2CF2—)q(—O—CF2—)p—O— 
CFZCHZOH, With molecular Weights ranging from about 
1,000 to about 8,000 Daltons and q/p ratios betWeen about 
0.5 and 1.5, Were utiliZed as precursors for reaction With 
acrylic chloride (H2C=CHCOCl). For example, 1 equiva 
lent of Z-DOL reacts, at room temperature, With 2 equiva 
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12 
lents of acrylic chloride in 1.05 equivalents of triethylamine 
{(C2H5)3N}. After stirring for about 1 hr., folloWed by 
vacuum distillation, the folloWing product, an acrylated 
Z-DOL having the folloWing structural formula is obtained 
as a clear oil: 

H2C:CH—COOH2CF2C—(—O—CF2CF2—)q— 
(—O—CF2—)p—O—CF2CH2OOC—CH:CH2, 

Wherein the q/p ratio is betWeen about 0.5 and about 1.5. 
A 0.03% (by Wt.) solution of the acrylated Z-DOL in 

Vertrel XF Was then utiliZed for dip coating carbon protec 
tive overcoated magnetic disk media, in conventional 
manner, With a thin layer or ?lm of a lubricant topcoat 
comprising the acrylated Z-DOL derivative. It Was deter 
mined that curing of the topcoat layer at about 120° C. 
resulted in netWorking or cross-linking polymeriZation of 
the acrylated Z-DOL lubricant ?lm or layer, as folloWs: 

HZICHCOO-Z-OOCHICHZ—>—{—CH2CH2COO-Z 
OOCH2CH2—},,,— 

Where n is an integer indicating the amount or degree of 
polymeriZation. 
As is evident from the graph of FIG. 1 shoWing the 

variation of the Water contact angle (in degrees) and bonded 
lubricant thickness (in as a function of thermal heating 
time (in hours at 120° C.) of the thin ?lm of acrylated 
Z-DOL, the increase in both quantities over time indicated 
that the interactions betWeen the lubricant molecules and 
betWeen the lubricant molecules and the carbon-containing 
protective overcoat layer of the disk media increased With 
time. 

FIGS. 2 and 3 are graphs shoWing the respective varia 
tions of the Water contact angle (in degrees) and bonded 
lubricant thickness (in of acrylated Z-DOL and conven 
tional Z-DOL thin ?lms on carbon-containing protective 
overcoat layers, as a function of IR irradiation time (in 
minutes at about 120° C.). 

Comparison of FIG. 1 With FIGS. 2—3 indicates that the 
use of IR rather than thermal curing signi?cantly accelerates 
the curing, i.e., polymeriZation, process. While the disk 
temperature during the IR curing process does not exceed 
the 120° C. temperature of the thermal curing process, the 
curing rate is still 20—30 times faster. Moreover, as FIGS. 
2—3 clearly shoW, the cross-linked ?lms of acrylated Z-DOL 
exhibit signi?cantly greater Water contact angles (WCA) and 
bonded lubricant thicknesses (BLT) than the conventional 
Z-DOL ?lms after equivalent amounts of IR irradiation. The 
difference, i.e., increase, in both WCA and BLT of the 
acrylated Z-DOL ?lms is attributed to the stronger lubricant 
lubricant and lubricant-carbon protective overcoat interac 
tions provided by the curing process resulting in the in situ 
netWorked or cross-linked lubricant thin ?lm. 
Use of an infra-red (IR) source according to the invention, 

rather than an ultra-violet (UV) source, is advantageous in 
that the IR curing process is gentler, hence more selective. 
Thus, While the IR photon energy is too loW to impart any 
detrimental effects on the Z-DOL, i.e., PFPE lubricant chain 
or the carbon-based protective overcoat layer, the UV uti 
liZed in conventional commercial polymer curing processes 
typically involves use of high energy photons to eject 
photoelectrons from the PFPE and the carbon-based 
overcoat, disadvantageously resulting in chemical degrada 
tion of the PFPE chain and oxidation of the carbon-based 
overcoat When oxygen (O2) is present during irradiation. 
Finally, IR sources are of signi?cantly loWer cost than UV 
sources. 

The present invention thus provides a number of advan 
tages over conventional methodology utiliZing 
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conventional, non-cross-linked per?uoropolyether-based 
lubricant ?lms utilized in the manufacture and use of disk 
shaped, thin ?lm magnetic and/or MO recording media, and 
is of particular utility in automated manufacturing process 
ing of thin ?lm magnetic and MO recording media requiring 
formation of stable and durable lubricant topcoat layers for 
obtaining improved tribological properties. Speci?cally, the 
present invention provides for signi?cantly increased Water 
contact angles and bonded lubricant thicknesses, hence 
stability and resistance of the lubricant topcoat layer to 
chemically and mechanically induced decomposition and/or 
degradation, compared to conventional per?uoropolyether 
based lubricant thin ?lms. Further, the inventive methodol 
ogy can be readily practiced and utiliZed as part of conven 
tional recording media manufacturing technology in vieW of 
its full compatibility With all other aspects of automated 
manufacture of disk-shaped magnetic and MO media. 
Finally, the inventive methodology is broadly applicable to 
the manufacture of a number of different products, e.g., 
mechanical parts, gears, linkages, etc., requiring lubrication. 

In the previous description, numerous speci?c details are 
set forth, such as speci?c materials, structures, processes, 
etc., in order to provide a better understanding of the present 
invention. HoWever, the present invention can be practiced 
Without resorting to the details speci?cally set forth. In other 
instances, Well-knoWn processing materials, structures, and 
techniques have not been described in detail in order not to 
unnecessarily obscure the present invention. 

Only the preferred embodiments of the present invention 
and but a feW eXamples of its versatility are shoWn and 
described in the present invention. It is to be understood that 
the present invention is capable of use in various other 
embodiments and is susceptible of changes and/or modi? 
cations Within the scope of the inventive concept as 
expressed herein. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A composition for forming, in situ, a netWorked or 

cross-linked polymeric lubricant thin ?lm bonded to a 
surface of a substrate, comprising a polymeriZable per?uo 
ropolyether derivative comprising a generally linear per?uo 
ropolyether chain With a reactive moiety or functional group 
at each end of said chain Which undergoes reaction upon said 
supplying of thermal or infra-red (IR) energy to form a 
netWorked or cross-linked polymer of said per?uoropoly 
ether derivative, Wherein each of said reactive moieties or 
functional groups is selected from the group consisting of 
styrene, ot-methyl styrene, and vinyl ester moieties or func 
tional groups. 

2. The composition as in claim 1, Wherein said generally 
linear per?uoropolyether chain comprises a plurality of 
—(CxF2O)n—repeating units, Wherein X in each unit is 
independently an integer from about 1 to about 10 and n is 
an integer from about 10 to about 30. 

3. The composition as in claim 1, Wherein said polymer 
iZable per?uoropolyether derivative comprises a generally 
linear per?uoropolyether chain having a reactive vinyl ester 
moiety or functional group at each end of said chain, With 
the folloWing structural formula: 

Wherein the q/p ratio is betWeen about 0.5 and about 1.5. 
4. The composition as in claim 1, further comprising a 

solvent for said polymeriZable per?uoropolyether deriva 
tive. 

5. A method for forming, in situ, a netWorked or cross 
linked polymeric lubricant thin ?lm bonded to a surface of 
a substrate, Which method comprises sequential steps of: 

(a) providing a substrate including a surface; 
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(b) applying to said surface a thin layer or ?lm of a 

composition comprising a polymeriZable per?uo 
ropolyether derivative curable by application thereto of 
thermal or infra-red (IR) energy; 

(c) supplying suf?cient thermal or IR energy to said thin 
layer or ?lm to achieve a temperature suf?cient to 
initiate curing reaction of said polymeriZable per?uo 
ropolyether derivative to provide networking or cross 
linking polymeriZation thereof; and 

(d) continuing said supplying of said thermal or IR energy 
for an interval sufficient to achieve a netWorked or 
cross-linked polymeric lubricant thin ?lm having a 
desired bonded lubricant thickness and/or Water contact 
angle. 

6. The method as in claim 5, Wherein: 

step (a) comprises providing a data/information storage 
and retrieval medium as said substrate. 

7. The method as in claim 6, Wherein: 

step (a) comprises providing a disk-shaped magnetic or 
magneto-optical (MO) medium as said substrate. 

8. The method as in claim 7, Wherein: 

step (a) comprises providing a disk-shaped magnetic or 
magneto-optical (MO) medium as said substrate, 
Wherein said substrate surface comprises a layer of a 
carbon (C)-based protective overcoat material. 

9. The method as in claim 5, Wherein: 

step (b) comprises applying to said surface a thin layer or 
?lm of a composition comprising a polymeriZable 
per?uoropolyether derivative comprised of a generally 
linear per?uoropolyether chain With a reactive moiety 
or functional group at each end of said chain Which 
undergoes said curing reaction by said supplying of 
thermal or IR energy to form said netWorked or cross 
linked polymer of said per?uoropolyether derivative. 

10. The method as in claim 9, Wherein: 

step (b) comprises applying to said surface a thin layer or 
?lm of a composition comprising a polymeriZable 
per?uoropolyether derivative Wherein said generally 
linear per?uoropolyether chain comprises a plurality of 
—(CxF2xO)n—repeating units, Wherein X in each unit is 
independently an integer from about 1 to about 10 and 
n is an integer from about 10 to about 30. 

11. The method as in claim 9, Wherein: 
step (b) comprises applying to said surface a thin layer or 
?lm of a composition comprising a polymeriZable 
per?uoropolyether derivative Wherein each of said 
reactive moieties or functional groups is selected from 
the group consisting of acrylate, methacrylate, styrene, 
ot-methyl styrene, and vinyl ester moieties or functional 
groups. 

12. The method as in claim 5, Wherein: 
step (a) comprises providing a disk-shaped magnetic or 

magneto-optical (MO) medium as said substrate, 
Wherein said substrate surface comprises a layer of a 
carbon (C)-based protective overcoat material; and 

step (b) comprises applying to said surface a thin layer or 
?lm of a composition comprising a polymeriZable 
per?uoropolyether derivative With a generally linear 
per?uoropolyether chain having a reactive acrylate 
moiety or functional group at each end of said chain, 
With the folloWing structural formula: 

Wherein the q/p ratio is betWeen about 0.5 and about 1.5. 
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13. The method as in claim 12, wherein: 

step (c) comprises supplying suf?cient thermal energy to 
said thin layer or ?lm to achieve an elevated tempera 
ture from about 60 to about 180° C., or step (c) 
comprises supplying sufficient IR energy to said thin 
layer or ?lm to achieve an elevated temperature beloW 
about 120° C. 

14. The method as in claim 13, Wherein: 

step (c) comprises supplying thermal energy; and 
step (d) comprises continuing said supplying of said 

thermal energy for from about 1 to about 20 hrs. 
15. The method as in claim 13, Wherein: 

step (c) comprises supplying IR energy; and 
step (d) comprises continuing said supplying of said IR 

energy for from about 1 to about 8 min. 
16. A data/information storage and retrieval medium, 

comprising: 
(a) a substrate including a surface; and 
(b) a thin layer or ?lm of an in situ netWorked or 

cross-linked polymeric lubricant thin ?lm bonded to 
said surface, said thin layer or ?lm of polymeric 
lubricant obtained from a polymeriZable per?uoropoly 
ether derivative, Wherein said polymeriZable per?uo 
ropolyether comprises a generally linear per?uoropoly 
ether chain With a reactive moiety or functional group, 
at each end of said chain Which undergoes reaction 
upon said supplying of thermal or IR energy to form a 
netWorked or cross-linked polymer of said per?uo 
ropolyether derivative, Wherein each of said reactive 
moieties or functional groups is selected from the group 
consisting of styrene, ot-methyl styrene, and vinyl ester 
moieties or functional groups. 

17. The medium according to claim 16, Wherein: 
said substrate (a) is disk-shaped, comprises a layer stack 

including at least one magnetic or magneto-optical 
(MO) recording layer, and said substrate surface com 
prises a layer of a carbon (C)-based protective overcoat 
material. 

18. The medium according to claim 16, Wherein: 
said polymeriZable per?uoropolyether derivative includes 

a plurality of —(CxF2xO)n—repeating units, Wherein X 
in each unit is independently an integer from about 1 to 
about 10 and n is an integer from about 10 to about 30. 

19. The medium according to claim 16, Wherein the 
bonded lubricant thickness and Water contact angle of said 
thin ?lm of polymeric lubricant (b) are respectively about 10 
A and 10°. 

20. A method of synthesiZing a polymeriZable derivative 
of a per?uoropolyether, said derivative being useful for 
forming a precursor material, Which upon curing, forms a 
polymeric lubricant thin ?lm Which is bonded to a surface of 
a substrate, the method comprising steps of: 

(a) providing a per?uoropolyether compound including a 
generally linear per?uoropolyether chain having a reac 
tive group at each end of said chain; and 
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(b) reacting each of said reactive groups of said per?uo 

ropolyether compound With another compound to form 
a said polymeriZable derivative containing a reactive 
moiety or functional group at each end of said chain 
Which undergoes curing reaction upon supplying ther 
mal or IR energy thereto to form a netWorked or 

cross-linked polymer of said derivative. 
21. The method as in claim 20, Wherein: 

step (a) comprises providing a said per?uoropolyether 
compound Wherein said generally linear per?uoropoly 
ether chain comprises a plurality of —(CxF2xO)n— 
repeating units, Wherein X in each unit is independently 
an integer from about 1 to about 10 and n is an integer 
from about 10 to about 30; and 

step (b) comprises reacting each of said reactive groups of 
said per?uoropolyether compound With a compound 
selected from the group consisting of acrylate, 
methacrylate, styrene, ot-methyl styrene, and vinyl 
ester compounds. 

22. The method as in claim 20, Wherein: 

step (a) comprises providing a said per?uoropolyether 
compound having the folloWing formula: 

Wherein the q/p ratio is betWeen about 0.5 and about 1.5; and 

step (b) comprises reacting each hydroXyl (—OH) reac 
tive end group of said per?uoropolyether compound 
With acrylic chloride (H2C=CH—COCl) to form a 
said polymeriZable derivative having the folloWing 
formula: 

23. The method as in claim 20, Wherein: 

step (a) comprises providing a said per?uoropolyether 
compound having the folloWing formula: 

Wherein the q/p ratio is betWeen about 0.5 and about 1.5; 
and 

step (b) comprises reacting each chloro (—Cl) reactive 
end group of said per?uoropolyether compound With 
acetaldehyde (H3C—CHO) to form a polymeriZable 
vinyl ester derivative having the folloWing formula: 


