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(57) ABSTRACT 

Amethod and apparatus for generating a neW audio segment 
that is based upon a given audio segment of an audio signal 
?rst locates a set of consecutive audio segments in the audio 
signal. The located set of audio segments precede the given 
audio signal and have a formant. The formant then is 
removed from the set of audio signals to produce a set of 
residue segments having a pitch. The pitch and set of residue 
segments then are processed to produce a neW set of residue 
segments. Once produced, the formant of the consecutive 
audio segments is added to the neW set of residue segments 
to produce the neW audio segment. The audio signal includes 
a plurality of audio segments. 

28 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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APPARATUS AND METHOD OF 
REGENERATING A LOST AUDIO SEGMENT 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The invention generally relates to data transmission net 
Works and, more particularly, the invention relates to regen 
erating an audio signal segment in an audio signal transmit 
ted across a data transmission netWork. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

NetWork devices on the Internet commonly transmit audio 
signals to other netWork devices (“receivers”) on the Inter 
net. To that end, prior to transmission, a given audio signal 
commonly is divided into a series of contiguous audio 
segments that each are encapsulated Within one or more 
Internet Protocol packets. Each segment includes a plurality 
of samples that identify the amplitude of the signal at 
speci?c times. Once ?lled With one or more audio segments, 
each Internet Protocol packet is transmitted to one or more 
Internet receiver(s) in accord With the Well knoWn Internet 
Protocol. 

As knoWn in the art, Internet Protocol packets commonly 
are lost during transmission across the Internet. Undesirably, 
the loss of Internet Protocol packets transporting audio 
segments often signi?cantly degrades signal quality to unac 
ceptable levels. This problem is further exasperated When 
transmitting a real-time voice signal across the Internet, such 
as a real-time voice signal transmitted during a teleconfer 
ence conducted across the Internet. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance With one aspect of the invention, a method 
and apparatus for generating a neW audio segment that is 
based upon a given lost audio segment (“given segment”) of 
an audio signal ?rst locates a set of consecutive audio 
segments in the audio signal. The located set of audio 
segments precede the given audio segment and have a 
formant. The formant then is removed from the set of audio 
segments to produce a set of residue segments having a 
pitch. The pitch and set of residue segments then are 
processed to produce a neW set of residue segments. Once 
produced, the formant of the consecutive audio segments is 
added to the neW set of residue segments to produce the neW 
audio segment. The audio signal includes a plurality of audio 
segments. The above noted formant may include a plurality 
of variable formants. 

In preferred embodiments, the given audio segment is not 
ascertainable, While its location Within the audio signal is 
ascertainable. The audio signal may be any type of audio 
signal, such as a real-time voice signal transmitted across a 
packet based netWork. Among other things, the audio signal 
in such case may be a stream of data packets. The pitch of 
the set of residue segments may be determined to generate 
the audio segment. In some embodiments, the formant is 
removed by utiliZing linear predictive coding ?ltering tech 
niques. In a similar manner, the pitch and set of residue 
segments may be processed by utiliZing such linear predic 
tive coding ?ltering techniques. 

The formant preferably is a variable function that has a 
variable value across the set of audio segments. Overlap-add 
operations may be applied to the neW audio segment to 
produce an overlap neW audio segment. In further 
embodiments, the overlap neW audio segment may be scaled 
to produce a scaled overlap neW audio segment. The scaled 
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2 
overlap neW audio segment thus replaces the previously 
noted neW audio segment and thus, is a ?nal neW audio 
segment. Once produced, the ?nal neW segment is added to 
the audio signal in place of the given audio segment. In 
preferred embodiments, the set of consecutive audio seg 
ments immediately precede the given audio segment. Stated 
another Way, in this embodiment, there are no audio seg 
ments betWeen the set of consecutive audio segments and 
the given audio segment. 

Preferred embodiments of the invention are implemented 
as a computer program product having a computer usable 
medium With computer readable program code thereon. The 
computer readable code may be read and utiliZed by the 
computer system in accordance With conventional pro 
cesses. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The foregoing and other objects and advantages of the 
invention Will be appreciated more fully from the folloWing 
further description thereof With reference to the accompa 
nying draWings Wherein: 

FIG. 1 schematically shoWs a preferred netWork arrange 
ment in Which tWo telephones transmit real-time voice 
signals across the Internet. 

FIG. 2 schematically shoWs an audio segment generator 
con?gured in accord With preferred embodiments of the 
invention. 

FIG. 3 shoWs a process of generating an audio signal in 
accord With preferred embodiments of the invention. 

FIG. 4 shoWs a preferred process of estimating a set of 
residue segments of an audio signal. 

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

FIG. 1 schematically shoWs an exemplary data transfer 
netWork 10 that may utiliZe preferred embodiments of the 
invention. In particular, the netWork 10 includes a ?rst 
telephone 12 that communicates With a second telephone 14 
via the Internet 16. Each telephone includes a segment 
generator 18 that regenerates lost audio segments from 
previously received audio segments of an audio signal. As 
previously noted, a segment includes a plurality of audio 
samples. The segment generators 18 may be either internal 
or external to their respective telephones 12 and 14. In 
preferred embodiments, the segment generators 18 each 
include a computer system for executing conventional com 
puter program code. Such computer system has each of the 
elements commonly utiliZed for such purpose, including a 
microprocessor, memory, controllers, etc . . . In other 

embodiments, the segment generators 18 are hardWare 
devices that execute the functions discussed beloW With 
respect to FIGS. 3 and 4. 

As noted above, the segment generators 18 utiliZe previ 
ously received audio segments to regenerate approximations 
of lost audio segments of a received audio signal. For 
example, the ?rst telephone 12 may receive a plurality of 
Internet Protocol packets (“IP packets”) transporting a given 
real-time voice signal from the second telephone 14. Upon 
analysis of the received IP packets, the ?rst telephone 12 
may detect that it had not received all of the necessary IP 
packets to reproduce the entire given signal. Such IP packets 
that Were not received may have been lost during 
transmission, thus losing one or more audio segments of the 
given audio (voice) signal. As detailed beloW, the segment 
generator 18 of the ?rst telephone 12 regenerates the missing 
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one or more audio segments from the received audio seg 
ments to produce a set of regenerated audio segments. The 
set of regenerated audio segments, hoWever, is an approXi 
mation of the lost audio segments and thus, is not necessarily 
an eXact copy of such segments. Once generated, each 
segment in the set of regenerated audio segments is added to 
the given audio signal in its appropriate location, thus 
reconstructing the entire signal. If subsequent audio seg 
ments are similarly lost, the regenerated segment can be 
utiliZed to regenerate such subsequent audio segments. 

It should be noted that tWo telephones are shoWn in FIG. 
1 as a simpli?ed eXample of a netWork 10 that can be utiliZed 
to implement preferred embodiments. Accordingly, prin 
ciples of preferred embodiments of the invention can be 
applied to other netWork arrangements transporting pack 
etiZed data betWeen various netWork nodes. For eXample, 
the netWork 10 may be any public or private netWork 
utiliZing knoWn transport protocols, such as the aforemen 
tioned Internet Protocol, Asynchronous Transfer Mode, 
Frame Relay, and other such protocols. In addition to or 
instead of tWo telephones, the netWork 10 may include 
computer systems, audio gateWays, or additional telephones. 
Moreover, the audio transmissions may be any type of audio 
transmission, such as a unicast, broadcast, or multicast of 
any knoWn type of audio signal. 

FIG. 2 schematically shoWs a segment generator 18 
con?gured in accordance With preferred embodiments of the 
invention to execute the process shoWn in FIG. 3. 
Speci?cally, the segment generator 18 includes an input 20 
that receives previous segments of the audio signal, and a 
linear predictive coding analyZer (“LP analyZer 22”) that 
determines the characteristics of the formant of the received 
segments. The LP analyZer 22 preferably utiliZes autocor 
relation analysis techniques commonly employed in the 
voice signal processing ?eld. The LP analyZer 22 conse 
quently forWards the determined formant characteristics to a 
linear predictive ?lter (“LPC ?lter 24”) that utiliZes such 
characteristics to remove the formant from the input seg 
ments. In a similar manner, the LP analyZer 22 also forWards 
the determined formant characteristics to an inverse linear 
predictive ?lter (“inverse LPC ?lter 26”) that restores the 
formant characteristics to a residue signal (a/k/a “residue 
segment(s)”). Both the LPC ?lter 24 and inverse LPC ?lter 
26 utiliZe conventionally knoWn methods for performing 
their respective functions. 

In addition to the elements noted above, the segment 
generator 18 also includes a pitch detector 28 that deter 
mines the pitch of one or more residue segments, and an 
estimator 30 that utiliZes the determined pitch and residue 
segments to estimate the residue segments of the lost audio 
segments being regenerated. An overlap-add module/scaling 
module 32 also are included to perform conventional 
overlap-add operations, and conventional scaling opera 
tions. In preferred embodiments, the pitch detector 28, 
estimator 30, and overlap-add/scaling module 32 each uti 
liZe conventional processes knoWn in the art. 

FIG. 3 shoWs a preferred process utiliZed by the segment 
generator 18 for regenerating the lost audio segment(s) of a 
real-time voice signal. This process makes use of the sym 
metric nature of a person’s vocal tract over a relatively short 
time interval. More particularly, according to many Well 
knoWn conventions, a ?nal voice signal is modeled as being 
a Waveform traversing through a tube. The tube, of course, 
is a person’s vocal tract, Which includes the throat and 
mouth. When passing through the vocal tract, the Waveform 
is modi?ed by the resonances of the tract, thus producing the 
?nal voice signal. The effect of the vocal tract on the 
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4 
Waveform thus is represented by the resonances that it 
produces. These resonances are knoWn in the art as “for 
mants.” Accordingly, removing the formant from a ?nal 
voice signal produces the original Waveform, Which is 
knoWn in the art as a “residue” or a “residue signal.” The 
residue signal may be referred to herein as a set of residue 
segments. 
As knoWn in the art, the audio signal is broken into a 

sequence of consecutive audio segments for transmission 
across an IP netWork. The process shoWn in FIG. 3 therefore 
is initiated When it is detected, by conventional processes, 
that one of the audio segments is missing from the received 
sequence of consecutive audio segments. The process there 
fore begins at step 300 in Which a set of consecutive audio 
segments that precede the lost segment are retrieved. The set 
of retrieved audio segments preferably ranges from a one 
audio segment to ?fteen audio segments. In alternative 
embodiments, each of the audio samples in the 60—70 
milliseconds of the audio signal immediately preceding the 
lost audio sample should produce satisfactory results. The 
segment generator 18 may be precon?gured to utiliZe any set 
number of audio segments. 
The set of audio segments preferably includes one or 

more audio segments that immediately precede the lost 
segment. A preceding audio segment in the audio signal is 
considered to immediately precede a subsequent audio seg 
ment When there are no intervening audio segments betWeen 
the preceding and subsequent audio segments. The set of 
audio segments may be retrieved from a buffer (not shoWn) 
that stores the audio segments prior to processing. 
Once the set of audio segments is retrieved, the process 

continues to step 302 in Which the LP analyZer 22 calculates 
the tract data (i.e., formant data) from the set of segments. 
As noted above, the LP analyZer 22 utiliZes conventional 
autocorrelation analysis techniques to calculate this data, 
and forWards such data to the LPC ?lter 24 and inverse LPC 
?lter 26. The process then continues to step 304 in Which the 
formants are removed from the input set of audio segments. 
To that end, the set of audio segments are ?ltered by the LPC 
?lter 24 to produce a set of residue segments. The set of 
residue segments then are forWarded to both the estimator 30 
and pitch detector 28. 

Accordingly, the process continues to step 306 in Which 
the pitch period of the set of residue segments is determined 
by the pitch detector 28 and forWarded to the estimator 30. 
In some embodiments, if the pitch detector 28 cannot 
adequately determine the pitch period of the set of residue 
segments, then it forWards the siZe of the lost audio segment 
to the estimator 30. The estimator utiliZes this alternative 
information as pitch period information. Once received by 
the estimator 30, both the determined pitch period and the 
set of residue segments are processed to produce a neW set 
of residue segments (a/k/a “residue signal”) that approxi 
mate both a set of residue segments of the lost audio 
segments, and the residues of the tWo overlap segments that 
immediately precede and folloW the lost audio segment (step 
308). 

The estimator 30 may utiliZe one of many Well knoWn 
methods to approXimate the neW set of residue segments. 
One method utiliZed by the estimator 30 is shoWn in FIG. 4. 
Such method begins at step 400 in Which a set of consecutive 
samples having a siZe equal to the pitch period is retrieved 
from the end of the set of residue segments. For eXample, if 
the pitch period is tWenty, then the estimator 30 retrieves the 
last tWenty samples. Then, at step 402, the set of samples 
immediately preceding the set retrieved in step 400 is copied 
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into the neW residue signal. The siZe of the set copied at step 
402 is equal to the siZe of the overlap segment that imme 
diately precedes the lost audio segment. In the above 
example, if the siZe of the overlap segment is thirty, then 
thirty samples that immediately precede the last tWenty 
samples are copied into the neW residue signal. The process 
then continues to step 404 in Which the set retrieved in step 
400 is added as many times as necessary to the neW residue 
signal to make the siZe of the neW residue signal equal to the 
siZe of the lost audio segment, plus the sum of the siZes of 
the tWo overlap segments. Continuing With the above 
example, if the siZe of the lost audio segment is seventy and 
the siZe of the second overlap segment is thirty, then ?ve 
replicas of the set retrieved in step 400 are added to the 
already existing thirty samples. 

Returning to FIG. 3, once the estimator 30 generates the 
residue of the lost segments at step 308, the process con 
tinues to step 310 in Which the vocal tract data is added back 
into the neWly generated set of residue segments. To that 
end, the neWly generated set of residue segments is passed 
through the inverse LPC ?lter 26, thus adding the formants 
of the initially calculated vocal tract. This produces a 
reproduced set of audio segments that approximate the lost 
set of audio segments. 

The reproduced set of audio segments then may be further 
processed by the overlap-add/scaling module 32 by applying 
conventional overlap-add and scaling operations to the 
reproduced set. To that end, the middle portion of the 
reproduced audio signal/segments, Which approximates the 
lost audio segment, is scaled and then used to replace the lost 
audio segment. The set of samples before the middle portion 
is overlapped With and added to the set of samples at the end 
of the set of audio segments retrieved at step 300, thus 
replacing those samples. The set of samples after the middle 
portion is discarded if the folloWing audio segment also is 
lost. OtherWise, it is overlapped With and added to the set of 
samples at the beginning of the folloWing audio segment, 
thus replacing those samples. In preferred embodiments, a 
conventionally knoWn Hamming WindoW is used in both 
overlap/add operations. Once the reproduced set of audio 
segments is generated, it immediately may be added to the 
audio signal, thus providing an approximation of the entire 
audio signal. 

During testing of the discussed process, satisfactory 
results have been produced With signals having losses of up 
to about ten percent. It is anticipated, hoWever, that this 
process can produce satisfactory results With audio signals 
having losses that are greater than ten percent. It should be 
noted that although real-time voice signals are discussed 
herein, preferred embodiments are not intended to be limited 
to such signals. Accordingly, preferred embodiments may be 
utiliZed With non-real time audio signals. 
As suggested above, preferred embodiments of the inven 

tion may be implemented in any conventional computer 
programming language. For example, preferred embodi 
ments may be implemented in a procedural programming 
language (e.g., “C”) or an object oriented programming 
language (e.g., “C++”). Alternative embodiments of the 
invention may be implemented as preprogrammed hardWare 
elements (e.g., application speci?c integrated circuits or 
digital signal processors), or other related components. 

Alternative embodiments of the invention may be imple 
mented as a computer program product for use With a 
computer system. Such implementation may include a series 
of computer instructions ?xed either on a tangible medium, 
such as a computer readable media (e.g., a diskette, 
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6 
CD-ROM, ROM, or ?xed disk), or transmittable to a com 
puter system via a modem or other interface device, such as 
a communications adapter connected to a netWork over a 
medium. The medium may be either a tangible medium 
(e.g., optical or analog communications lines) or a medium 
implemented With Wireless techniques (e.g., microWave, 
infrared or other transmission techniques). The series of 
computer instructions preferably embodies all or part of the 
functionality previously described herein With respect to the 
system. Those skilled in the art should appreciate that such 
computer instructions can be Written in a number of pro 
gramming languages for use With many computer architec 
tures or operating systems. Furthermore, such instructions 
may be stored in any memory device, such as 
semiconductor, magnetic, optical or other memory devices, 
and may be transmitted using any communications 
technology, such as optical, infrared, microWave, or other 
transmission technologies. It is expected that such a com 
puter program product may be distributed as a removable 
medium With accompanying printed or electronic documen 
tation (e.g., shrink Wrapped softWare), preloaded With a 
computer system (e.g., on system ROM or ?xed disk), or 
distributed from a server or electronic bulletin board over 

the netWork (e.g., the Internet or World Wide Web). 
Although various exemplary embodiments of the inven 

tion have been disclosed, it should be apparent to those 
skilled in the art that various changes and modi?cations can 
be made Which Will achieve some of the advantages of the 
invention Without departing from the true scope of the 
invention. These and other obvious modi?cations are 
intended to be covered by the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A method of generating a neW audio segment for an 

audio signal, the audio signal having a plurality of audio 
segments, the method comprising: 

receiving a stream of Internet Protocol (IP) packets, each 
IP packet encoding one of a plurality of segments of the 
audio signal; 

determining that a given audio segment associated With an 
IP packet that is missing from the stream of IP packets 
is not ascertainable, the location of the given audio 
segment Within the audio signal being ascertainable; 

locating a set of consecutive audio segments in the audio 
signal, the set of consecutive audio segments decoded 
from IP packets in the stream immediately preceding 
the given audio segment and having a formant; 

removing the formant from the set of audio segments to 
produce a set of residue segments having a pitch; 

processing the pitch of the set of residue segments to 
produce a neW set of residue segments; and 

adding the formant of the consecutive set of audio seg 
ments to the neW set of residue segments to produce an 
output audio segment. 

2. The method as de?ned by claim 1 Wherein the audio 
signal is a voice signal transmitted across a packet based 
netWork. 

3. The method as de?ned by claim 1 further comprising: 
determining the pitch of the set of residue segments. 
4. The method as de?ned by claim 1 Wherein the formant 

is removed by utiliZing linear predictive coding ?ltering 
techniques. 

5. The method as de?ned by claim 1 Wherein the pitch of 
the set of residue segments are processed by utiliZing linear 
predictive coding ?ltering techniques. 

6. The method as de?ned by claim 1 Wherein the formant 
is a function having a variable value across the set of audio 
segments. 
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7. The method as de?ned by claim 1 further comprising: 
applying overlap-add operations to the output audio seg 
ment to produce an overlap audio segment. 

8. The method as de?ned by claim 7 further comprising: 
scaling the overlap audio segment to produce a scaled 

audio segment, the scaled audio segment being the neW 
audio segment. 

9. The method as de?ned by claim 1 further comprising: 
adding the output audio segment to the audio signal in 

place of the given audio segment. 
10. A computer program product for use on a computer 

system for generating a neW audio segment for an audio 
signal, the audio signal having a plurality of audio segments, 
the computer program product comprising a computer 
usable medium having computer readable program code 
thereon, the computer readable program code including: 

program code for converting a stream of Internet Protocol 
(IP) packets into a plurality of audio segments, includ 
ing program code for identifying a missing IP packet in 
the stream of IP packets; 

program code for determining that a given audio segment 
associated With the missing IP packet is not 
ascertainable, the location of the given audio segment 
Within the audio signal being ascertainable; 

program code for locating a set of consecutive audio 
segments in the audio signal, the set of consecutive 
audio segments associated With IP packets immediately 
preceding the missing IP packet corresponding to the 
given audio segment and having a formant; 

program code for removing the formant from the set of 
audio segments to produce a set of residue segments 
having a pitch; 

program code for processing the pitch of the set of residue 
segments to produce a neW set of residue segments; and 

program code for adding the formant of the consecutive 
set of audio segments to the neW set of residue seg 
ments to produce an output audio segment. 

11. The computer program product as de?ned by claim 10 
Wherein the audio signal is a voice signal transmitted across 
a packet based netWork. 

12. The computer program product as de?ned by claim 10 
further comprising: 

program code for determining the pitch of the set of 
residue segments. 

13. The computer program product as de?ned by claim 10 
Wherein the program code for removing the formant com 
prising program code for utiliZing linear predictive coding 
?ltering techniques. 

14. The computer program product as de?ned by claim 10 
Wherein the program code for processing includes program 
code for utiliZing linear predictive coding ?ltering tech 
niques. 

15. The computer program product as de?ned by claim 10 
Wherein the formant is a function having a variable value 
across the set of audio segments. 

16. The computer program product as de?ned by claim 10 
further comprising: 

program code for applying overlap-add operations to the 
output audio segment to produce an overlap audio 
segment. 

17. The computer program product as de?ned by claim 16 
further comprising: 

program code for scaling the overlap audio segment to 
produce a scaled audio segment, the scaled audio 
segment being the neW audio segment. 

18. The computer program product as de?ned by claim 10 
further comprising: 
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8 
program code for adding the output audio segment to the 

audio signal in place of the given audio segment. 
19. An apparatus for generating a neW audio segment for 

an audio signal, the audio signal having a plurality of audio 
segments, the apparatus comprising: 

logic for receiving a stream of Internet Protocol (IP) 
packets and translating the stream of IP packets into a 
plurality of audio segments; 

a detector for determining that a given audio segment 
associated With a missing IP packet in the stream of IP 
packets is not ascertainable, the location of the given 
audio segment Within the audio signal being ascertain 
able; 

an input to receive a set of consecutive audio segments, 
the set of consecutive audio segments associated With 
IP packets immediately preceding the given audio 
segment; 

a ?lter operatively coupled With the input, the ?lter 
removing the formant from the set of consecutive audio 
segments to produce a set of residue segments having 
a pitch; 

a pitch detector operatively coupled With the ?lter, the 
pitch detector calculating the pitch of the set of residue 
segments; 

an estimator operatively coupled With the pitch detector, 
the estimator producing a neW set of residue segments 
based upon the set of residue segments and the calcu 
lated pitch; and 

an inverse ?lter operatively coupled With the estimator, 
the inverse ?lter adding the formant of the consecutive 
set of audio segments to the neW set of residue seg 
ments to produce an output audio segment. 

20. The apparatus as de?ned by claim 19 further com 
prising: 

an analyZer operatively coupled With the input, the ana 
lyZer calculating formant values for generating the 
?lter. 

21. The apparatus as de?ned by claim 19 Wherein the 
audio signal is a voice signal transmitted across a packet 
based netWork. 

22. The apparatus as de?ned by claim 19 Wherein the ?lter 
utiliZes linear predictive coding ?ltering techniques. 

23. The apparatus as de?ned by claim 19 Wherein inverse 
?lter utiliZes linear predictive coding ?ltering techniques. 

24. The apparatus as de?ned by claim 19 Wherein the 
formant is a function having a variable value across the set 
of audio segments. 

25. The apparatus as de?ned by claim 19 further com 
prising: 

an overlap add module that applies overlap-add opera 
tions to the output audio segment to produce an overlap 
audio segment. 

26. The apparatus as de?ned by claim 25 further com 
prising: 

a scaler operatively coupled With the overlap add module, 
the scaler scaling the overlap audio segment to produce 
a scaled audio segment, the scaled audio segment being 
the neW audio segment. 

27. The apparatus as de?ned by claim 19 further com 
prising: 

an adder that adds the output audio segment to the audio 
signal in place of the given audio segment. 

28. The apparatus as de?ned by claim 19 Wherein the set 
of consecutive audio segments immediately precede the 
given audio segment. 


