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:‘YTQ .(bZZqiuho-m it} :ntzty concern: _ _ 
, Be it known that}, MARION S. Cuoss, a citi 
zenof the United States of America, residing 
at'3D"e‘nver,“in"the county of Arapahoe and 
State of Colorado, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Safety Hitching 
Devices; and I do declare the following to be 
a full, clear, and exact description of the in 
vention, such as'will enable others skilled in 
the art‘to which it appertains to make and use 
the same, reference being bad to the accom 
panying drawings, and to the ?gures of ,ref 
erence marked thereon, which form a part of 

' this speci?cation. 
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"My invention relates to improvements in 
safety hitching devices for horses. 
My improved device is adapted for use in 

stables,.on hitching-posts, and wherever it 
may be necessary to hitch horses or other ani 
mals. ‘ ' _ 

My object is to provide a device which shall 
render it unnecessary to tie a knot in the 
halter-strap, as is required under ordinary 
‘circumstances, and which shall greatly lessen 
the dif?culty of fastening and unfastening 
hitching-straps. ' i I 

My improved device may also be used as a 
buckle and will be found particularly valu-j 

' able for use in connection with saddle-girths. 
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To these ends the invention consists of the 
features hereinafter described and claimed,v 
all of which will be fully understood by refer 
ence to the accompanying drawings, in which 
is illustrated an embodiment thereof. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 

view of my improved device in use. Fig. 2 is 
a front elevation of the device. Fig. 3 is a 
section taken on the line co m, Fig. 2. Fig. 4 
is an end view looking in the direction of the 
arrow in Fig. 3. Fig; 5 is a detail view of the 
locking-bar. Fig. 6 shows a slightly-modi?ed 
form of construction. 
The same reference characters indicate the > 

same parts in all the views. 
' Let the numeral 5 designate the body por-_ 

tion of the device,which is formed, preferably, 
of metal and as shown in the drawings. is 
rectangular in shape and provided with an 
opening 5*‘. This body or frame has two par 

50 allel side arms 50 and is closed at both ends, 
as shown at 5‘1 and 5%, respectively. I The end'5g 
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is‘provided withan opening tolallow it to be 
fastened by means of a'staple 6 or other suit 

' able device to a stationary structure. Slidably 
mounted on the'side arms 5°of this body part 
is a locking-bar 7., As shown in the drawings, 
the extremities of this bar areturned to form 
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hooks adapted to slide freely on thearms 5°, , 
which are rounded on one slide for the pur 
pose. 'The manner of se'c'urinQ, the halter~ 
strap is illustrated in Fig. 1 an ' is accom 
plished by passingthe free codes’ the strap 
up through the opening 5“, over the ._.~ar 7, and 
then down between the bar and end arm 5d 
of the device. By pulling on the free end of 
the strap the latter may‘be drawn through the 
device as far as desired, while a puli on the 
opposite end of the strap will clamp the lat? 
ter tightly between the bar 7 and the part 5“. 
The end 5% of the body part of the device is 
provided with two grooves 55'‘, and the hooks 
7a of the locking-bar are so shaped as to al 
low the bar to be removed andreplaced at 
pleasure. ' ' 1 

' To prevent the horse from grabbing the 
strap withhis teeth where it passes over the 
locking-bar and possibly loosen the strap and 
unhitch himself, a shield‘ or guard 8 is em 
ployed and consists of a part8“, bent around 
the arms 5“, shown at 8°, and adapted to 
slide freely thereon. The hooks 8° are also 
so shaped that the shield, as well as the lock 
ing-bar, may be removed and replaced at 
pleasure by reason of the grooves 5“. 
shield is further provided with a part 8“, 
which projects outwardly from the part 8“ 
and covers the strap and the locking-‘bar, as 
shown in Fig. 1. This position it assumes by 
gravity when the device hangs down in its‘ 
natural position. ' 

In Fig. 6 the top of the device is provided 
with an elongated opening 51, whereby it is 
adapted for use as a buckle.v 
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Having thus described my invention, What _ 
I claim is-- I » 

1. A safety hitching device, comprising a 
*body part having parallel side arms and a‘ 
closed end, a locking-bar slidable on the arms 
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and arranged to cooperate with the closed end ' 
to clamp the strap, and a shield also slidable 
on the body part and constructed to- project 
outwardly over the locking-bar, which posi 
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tion it assumes by gravity for the purpose set 
forth. ‘ t 

2. The combination with a body part hav 
ing parallel side arms, closed ends, and a cen 
tral opening, a locking-bar slidableon the 
arms and having its extremities bent to form 
hooks,one of the closed ends of the frame or 
body part, being provided with grooves form 
ing ways for said hooks whereby the bar may 
be removed and replaced at will. 

3. The combination of a body part having 
parallel side arms and closed ends, a locking 
bar slidable on the arms and adapted to co 
operate with one of the closed ends to clamp 
the strap in place, and'a shield slidable on the 
said arms, its sliding part- having hooks, and 

> the body part being provided with grooves at 
one end to permitthe shield to be removed 
and replaced at will. 

4. The combination with a frame or body 
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part having side arms and closed ends, of a 
locking-bar slidable on the arms of the body 
part, the two parts being constructed to al 
low the said bar to be removed and replaced 
at will, and a shield slidable on the arms of 
the body part and adapted to overlap the lock 
ing-bar. . 

5. The combination of a frame havingpar 
allel side arms, closed ends and a central open 
ing, a bar slidable on the arms of the frame 
and readily detachable, and a detachable 
shield also slidable on the arms of the frame 
and adapted to overlap the locking-bar. 

In testimony whereof I a?ix my'signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

MARION s. CROSS. 
Witnesses: 

DORA C. SHIOK, 
MARY C. LAMB. 
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