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To all whom ¿t may concern.: 
Be it known that I, JOSEPH ANTHONY GoN 

BOIE, a citizen of the United States, and a 
resident ot' Virginia City, in the county of 
Storey and State of Nevada, have invented a 
new and Improved Hand-Case, of which the 
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion. 
This invention relates to a device for facili 

tating “laying out,” or, in other words, prop 
erly disposing the hands of dead people. 
When a dead body is to be prepared for bur 
ial, it is customary to straighten out the arms 
and hands, so that they will have as natural a 
position as possible under the circumstances; 
and my invention has for its object to pro 
vide a means for effecting this result and also 
for enabling a bleaching fluid to be applied 
to the hands, so as to whiten them. While 
the principal use of the invention is that ex 
plained above, the invention is also applica 
ble to the treatment of diseases in the hands 
of living persons. 
This specification is a specific description 

of one form of the invention, while the claim 
is a definition of the actual scope thereof. 
Reference is to be had to the accompanying 

drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar characters of reference indi 
cate corresponding parts in all the views. 
Figure l is a perspective view of the inven 

tion. Fig. 2 is a view showing the manner of 
using it, the lid of the case being shown re 
moved and upturned; and Fig. 3 is a view of 
a waterproof covering adapted to be applied 
to the case to prevent leakage of the bleach 
.ing fluid and also useful separately. 
The case is formed after the general con 

tour of the human hand, and right and left 
cases must therefore be provided. I have 
here shown a left-hand case. 
lower or main section a and an upper section 
Z2, the sections fitting together, with their side 
iianges snugly engaged. Fastening devices 
c are provided for removably securing the 

` sections together, these fastening devices 

It comprises a 

preferably being formed of hinged hasps, as 
illustrated. 
In using the invention the hand is placed 

in the case, as shown in Fig. 2, and cotton 
waddin g or other soft material is placed above 
and below the hand to form a sort 4of cushion 
therefor and prevent the plane surfaces of the 
case being impressed on the hand. The see 
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tions of the case are then fastened together. 55 
The hand when thus incased will assume its 
natural position and retain the same upon be~ . 
coming stiff. If desired, the hand thus in 
cased may be subjected to the action of a 
bleaching fluid or other chemical, whereby to 
whiten the hand and improve its appearance 
in other respects. This may be done by soak 
ing the cotton-Wadding in the liquid, and then 
to prevent leakage of the same from the case 
a waterproof mitt d (shown in Fig. _3) may be 
placed over the case and buttoned snugly 
around it, the mitt having an opening d’ 
therein, with buttons for closing it. _ 
In using the invention for the treatment of 

the hands of living persons essentially the 
same operations are performed, as will be fully 
understood. If desired, the mitt d, as shown 
in Fig. 3, may be used independently of the 
case; but I consider the use of the case pref 
erable when.ì preparing dead bodies, since it 
insures holding the hand in its proper form. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire'to secure by Letters 
Patent~~ ’ 

A hand-case, comprising two rigid sections 
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adapted to incase the hand and having means ' 
for removably fastening them together, and 
a waterproof mitt adapted to inclose the sec 
tions of the case, for the purpose specified. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. ' 

JOSEPH ANTHONY OONBOIE. 
Witnesses: 

W. A. MoINTosH, 
Crans. W. YOUNG. 
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