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ELECTRON BEAM IRRADIATION 
APPARATUS 

RELATED APPLICATION 

This application claims the bene?t of US. Provisional 
Application No. 60/277,399, ?led on Mar. 20, 2001. The 
entire teachings of the above application are incorporated 
herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND 

Pro?led products such as metallic tubing, structural 
pro?les, etc., are typically manufactured in a continuous 
manner. Common methods of manufacturing include con 
tinuous extrusion or casting processes, as Well as continuous 
bending, or bending and Welding of a single moving ribbon 
of sheet stock. At the end of the manufacturing process, the 
product is cut into the desired lengths. Some products are 
given a protective or decorative coating, for eXample, paint, 
before being cut into lengths. This typically requires a 
coating station for coating the continuously moving product 
and an eXtremely lengthy curing oven for drying or curing 
the coating. The curing oven can be as long as 100 to 300 
feet, Which signi?cantly increases the length and cost of the 
manufacturing line. 

SUMMARY 

The present invention provides an electron beam irradia 
tion apparatus Which can be employed for curing coatings on 
articles, such as a continuously moving pro?le, Without the 
aid of a curing oven. The electron beam irradiation apparatus 
of the present invention includes an electron beam system 
for directing electrons into an irradiation Zone. The electron 
beam system and the irradiation Zone are con?gured for 
irradiating outWardly eXposed surfaces of a 3-dimensional 
article passing through the irradiation Zone from different 
directions With the electrons from the electron beam system. 

In preferred embodiments, the electron beam system 
includes multiple electron beam emitters Which are posi 
tioned to irradiate the irradiation Zone With electrons, each 
from a different direction. In some embodiments, the elec 
tron beam system includes four electron beam emitters 
Which are positioned in ?rst and second opposed pairs. The 
second opposed pair can be positioned doWnstream from the 
?rst opposed pair. An adjustment system is included for 
changing the position of the electron beam emitters relative 
to the irradiation Zone. The adjustment system can include 
an adjustable linear mechanism capable of moving the 
electron beam emitters toWards or aWay from the irradiation 
Zone, and an adjustable rotating mechanism capable of 
rotating the electron beam emitters about the irradiation 
Zone. A conveyance system is included for conveying the 
article through the irradiation Zone. The conveyance system 
is con?gured to alloW the article to be irradiated With 
electrons on the outWardly eXposed surfaces. In situations 
Where the article is a continuous pro?le, the conveyance 
system includes at least one roller positioned beyond the 
irradiation Zone for conveying the pro?le through the irra 
diation Zone. Other embodiments of the electron beam 
system can steriliZe or provide surface modi?cation of the 
surfaces of the article. 

In another embodiment, the electron beam system 
includes tWo opposed electron beam emitters separated from 
each other by a gap Which provides electrons from opposing 
directions. The conveyance system includes tWo conveyor 
belts for conveying the article betWeen the opposed electron 
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2 
beam emitters and through the gap therebetWeen. The con 
veyor belts are spaced apart from each other in the region of 
the gap so that the article passing betWeen the electron beam 
emitters can be fully irradiated by the electrons. Such an 
embodiment can be employed for steriliZing articles such as 
medical instruments. 

The present invention is also directed to an electron beam 
irradiation apparatus including an electron beam system 
having multiple electron beam emitters for directing elec 
trons into an irradiation Zone. The electron beam system and 
the irradiation Zone are con?gured for irradiating an article 
passing through the irradiation Zone With electrons from the 
electron beam system. An adjustment system changes the 
position of the electron beam emitters relative to the irra 
diation Zone. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The foregoing and other objects, features and advantages 
of the invention Will be apparent from the folloWing more 
particular description of preferred embodiments of the 
invention, as illustrated in the accompanying draWings in 
Which like reference characters refer to the same parts 
throughout the different vieWs. The draWings are not nec 
essarily to scale, emphasis instead being placed upon illus 
trating the principles of the invention. 

FIG. 1 is an end schematic vieW of an embodiment of the 
present invention electron beam irradiation apparatus, irra 
diating a 3-dimensional pro?le With electrons. 

FIG. 2 is a side schematic vieW of the electron beam 
irradiation apparatus of FIG. 1 With one of the electron beam 
emitters omitted for clarity. 

FIG. 3 is a side schematic vieW of another embodiment of 
an electron beam irradiation apparatus With one of the 
electron beam emitters omitted for clarity. 

FIG. 4 is a rear perspective vieW of yet another embodi 
ment of an electron beam irradiation apparatus having a 
housing With a rear access door removed for clarity. 

FIG. 5 is a rear side vieW of the electron beam irradiation 
apparatus of FIG. 4 With the rear access door removed. 

FIG. 6 is a side vieW of an opposed pair of electron beam 
emitters mounted to an adjustment ?Xture. 

FIG. 7 is a perspective schematic vieW of still another 
embodiment of an electron beam irradiation apparatus. 

FIG. 8 is an end schematic vieW of the electron beam 
irradiation apparatus of FIG. 7. 

FIGS. 9—11 are side schematic vieWs of the electron beam 
irradiation apparatus of FIG. 7 With one electron beam 
emitter omitted for clarity With an article being conveyed by 
the conveyance system and depicted at various stages of 
movement along the conveyance system. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, electron beam irradiation 
apparatus 30 is suitable for irradiating a continuously mov 
ing 3-dimensional pro?led article 28 With electrons along a 
manufacturing line, for example, tubing, structural pro?les, 
etc. Article 28 may be metal, plastic, etc. and is shoWn in 
FIG. 1 as a continuously eXtruded H-shaped cross section as 
an eXample. Irradiation apparatus 30 is typically employed 
for curing electron beam curable coatings on article 28 such 
as ink, protective coatings, paint, etc., applied by a coating 
station 35 (FIG. 2). Coating station 35 typically sprays the 
coating on article 28, but alternatively, may apply the 
coating by other suitable methods. 
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Irradiation apparatus 30 includes an electron beam emitter 
system 31 having multiple (more than one) electron beam 
emitters 26 Which are positioned around an irradiation 
region or Zone 32. Each electron beam emitter 26 includes 
a vacuum chamber 26b Within Which an electron gun is 
positioned for generating electrons e‘. The electrons e- are 
accelerated out from the vacuum chamber 26b through a thin 
foil exit WindoW 26a in an electron beam 25 into irradiation 
region 32. Electron beam emitters 26 may be similar to those 
described in US. application Ser. No. 09/209,024, ?led Dec. 
10, 1998, and Ser. No. 09/349,592, ?led Jul. 9, 1999, the 
contents of Which are incorporated herein by reference in 
their entirety. The electron beam emitters 26 are positioned 
relative to each other so that the beams 25 of electrons e' 
generated by emitters 26 through exit WindoWs 26a are able 
to irradiate the outWardly exposed surfaces of article 28 
While article 28 moves through irradiation region 32 to 
provide about 360° of electron beam coverage around article 
28. In the embodiment depicted in FIGS. 1 and 2, electron 
beam emitter system 31 includes four electron beam emitters 
26 for irradiating article 28 With beams 25 of electrons e' 
from four different directions. For articles 28 having right 
angled corners, adjacent emitters 26 are usually oriented at 
right angles to each other as shoWn in FIG. 1. In the 
embodiment shoWn in FIG. 1, electron beam emitters 26 are 
positioned around irradiation region 32 along a common 
plane and in tWo opposed pairs Which are at right angles to 
each other. Each electron beam emitter 26 is capable of 
being moved toWards or aWay from irradiation region 32 in 
the direction of arroWs 34 With an adjustable linear mecha 
nism in order to adjust to varying siZes, orientations and 
shapes of article 28. In addition, each electron beam emitter 
26 may be rotated about the center C of irradiation region 32 
in the direction of arroWs 36 (FIG. 1) With an adjustable 
rotating mechanism to provide further adjustment. In one 
embodiment, each electron beam emitter 26 is rotated inde 
pendently from the other. In another embodiment, the elec 
tron beam emitters 26 can be rotated in unison. The electron 
beam emitters 26 can be rotated by a single mechanism or 
each by a separate mechanism. 

Article 28 is moved through irradiation region 32 in the 
direction of arroWs A by a conveyance system 39 having 
upstream 39a and doWnstream 39b portions Which typically 
includes a series of rollers 38 (FIG. 2) for driving and/or 
guiding article 28. The rollers 38 may be paired as shoWn or 
can consist of a single bottom support roller 38 at the 
upstream 39a and doWnstream 39b portions of conveyance 
system 39. The conveyance system 39 can also include 
tractor belts. 

In use, referring to FIG. 2, after article 28 is formed, 
article 28 is continuously guided and/or driven through the 
irradiation region 32 of irradiation apparatus 30 by convey 
ance system 39. Coating station 35 is positioned betWeen 
irradiation region 32 and the upstream portion 39a of 
conveyance system 39 for continuously coating the outer 
surfaces of article 28 With the desired coating. Since the 
coating station 35 is doWnstream from the upstream portion 
39a of conveyance system 39, the coated article 28 does not 
come in contact With the conveyance system 39 before 
reaching the irradiation region 32. This alloWs the article 28 
to reach the irradiation region 32 With a consistent coating. 
When the coated article 28 passes through irradiation region 
32, the beams 25 of electrons e- (FIG. 1) generated by 
electron beam emitters 26 treat the coated outWardly 
exposed surfaces of article 28. The electron beam emitters 
26 of electron emitter system 31 are adjusted inWardly or 
outWardly relative to article 28 and irradiation region 32 in 
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4 
the direction of arroWs 34 so that the coated surfaces of 
article 28 are the proper distance from electron beam emit 
ters 26 for receiving suf?cient electron e' radiation (for 
example, 0.75 to 1.25 inches When operating at 120 kV). If 
required, the electron beam emitters 26 are also adjusted 
rotationally around article 28 about center C to better orient 
the electron beam emitters 26 relative to the outer surfaces 
of article 28. When the electrons e' treat the coated surfaces 
of article 28 continuously passing through irradiation region 
32, the electrons e' cause the cross linking or polymeriZation 
of the coating Which rapidly cures and hardens the coating 
on the article 28. Consequently, by the time article 28 passes 
through the doWnstream portion 39b of conveyance system 
39, the coating on article 28 typically does not experience 
damage from the doWnstream portion 39b. In an alternate 
use, irradiation apparatus 30 can be employed for steriliZing 
article 28 Where the beams 25 of electrons kill or disable 
microorganisms on article 28. In such a case, coating station 
35 is either omitted or is not operated. Additionally, irradia 
tion apparatus 30 can be employed for surface modi?cation 
of the outer surfaces of article 28 in order to obtain, for 
example, oxidation, passivation, nitriding, etc. 

Referring to FIG. 3, electron beam irradiation apparatus 
48 is another embodiment of the present invention Which 
differs from the irradiation apparatus 30 in that irradiation 
apparatus 48 has tWo opposed pairs of electron beam emit 
ters 26 Which are offset from each other along the longitu 
dinal direction of article 28. This alloWs the electron beam 
emitters 26 to be brought further into irradiation region 32 
and closer to the surfaces of article 28, thereby providing 
better adjustability. An article 28 passing through irradiation 
region 32 is irradiated on tWo opposed sides When passing 
betWeen the ?rst pair of opposed electron beam emitters 26 
and then irradiated on tWo more opposed sides When passing 
betWeen the second pair of opposed electron beam emitters 
26. Consequently, instead of simultaneously irradiating all 
surfaces of article 28, irradiation region 32 progressively 
sequentially irradiates the surfaces of article 28. Electron 
beam emitters 26 may be provided With adjustability in the 
direction of arroWs 40 (longitudinally relative to article 28). 
Alternatively, electron beam emitters 26 can also be pro 
vided With adjustability laterally relative to article 28, as 
shoWn by arroW 40a for centering emitters 26 relative to 
article 28. 

Referring to FIGS. 4 and 5, irradiation apparatus 50 is 
another embodiment of the present invention. Irradiation 
apparatus 50 includes an outer housing 44. When employed 
for curing coatings on an article 28, housing 44 is positioned 
doWnstream from a coating station 35. An electron beam 
emitter system 31 having four electron beam emitters 26 is 
positioned Within the interior 44a of housing 44. The hous 
ing 44 provides shielding from radiation from the electron 
beam emitters 26. The radiation can include both electron 
beam radiation as Well as X-ray radiation formed from the 
electrons e'. The four electron beam emitters 26 of electron 
beam emitter system 31 are positioned Within the interior 
44a of housing 44 in tWo opposed pairs that are mounted to 
a tunnel 43 extending through the housing 44. Article 28 is 
able to continuously pass through housing 44 by entering 
housing 44 through the upstream portion 43a of tunnel 43 
and exiting through doWnstream portion 43b. The irradiation 
region 32 is contained Within the tunnel 43 betWeen the 
electron beam emitters 26. The tWo opposed pairs of elec 
tron beam emitters 26 are offset from or adjacent to each 
other along the longitudinal direction of tunnel 43. The 
longitudinal axes of the opposed pairs of the electron beam 
emitters 26 are shoWn positioned at inclined angles, for 
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example, 45°, With the tWo pairs being at right angles to each 
other. Alternatively, the tWo pairs of electron beam emitters 
26 can be oriented at other angles, such as horiZontally and 
vertically, respectively. 

Tunnel 43 includes tWo end plates 56a With openings 56b 
therethrough located at the upstream 43a and doWnstream 
43b portions for alloWing the passage of article 28. The 
combination of tunnel 43 and end plates 56a provides 
further radiation shielding as Well as alloWs an inert gas such 
as nitrogen to be introduced and contained Within the 
irradiation region 32 to aid in the curing process during 
irradiation. Openings 56b are preferably siZed to be only 
slightly larger than the cross section of article 28 so that 
maximum radiation shielding and nitrogen gas retention can 
be provided. 

Housing 44 includes a series of feet 41 for raising and 
loWering housing 44 in order to accommodate height varia 
tions of different siZed articles 28. A motor 52 and a drive 
transmission 54 are located at the bottom of housing 44 for 
driving a series of bushings 53 that are secured to the 
housing 44. This raises and loWers the bushings 53 relative 
to a series of respective threaded foot columns 55 that are 
vertically ?xed to the ?oor or ground beloW housing 44, 
Which in turn raises and loWers housing 44. 
A conveyance assembly 68 having a roller assembly 70 

With a guide/idler roller extending into the doWnstream 
portion 43b of tunnel 43 contacts the article 28 after leaving 
irradiation region 32. The conveyance assembly 68 has a 
vertical member 68a in contact With the ground or ?oor for 
maintaining the guide/idler roller at the same height regard 
less of the height of housing 44. Consequently, the bottom 
surface of different siZed articles 28 can alWays pass through 
housing 44 at the same height from the ?oor, While the 
amount of elevation of the housing 44 is adjusted to accom 
modate the height of the top part of the different siZed 
articles 28. 

The electron beam emitter system 31 also includes tWo 
adjustment ?xtures 46. The electron beam emitters 26 are 
mounted to the adjustment ?xtures 46 Which provide linear 
adjustment or movement of the emitters 26 in the direction 
of arroWs 34, toWards or aWay from irradiation region 32 in 
order to accommodate articles 28 of different shapes, ori 
entations and siZes, as Well as different heights of housing 
44. Referring to FIG. 6, each adjustment ?xture 46 includes 
a frame 46a having a pair of mounting plates 62 to Which the 
vacuum chambers 26b of an opposed pair of electron beam 
emitters 26 are mounted. The mounting plates 62 are con 
nected to each other and to one end of frame 46a by tWo 
threaded adjusting rods 60 located on opposite sides of the 
electron beam emitters 26. The adjusting rods 60 are driven 
by a motor 58 and a drive system 72. The drive system 72 
includes tWo drive portions 72a that are connected together 
by a drive pulley or chain (not shoWn), each for driving or 
rotating a separate adjusting rod 60. Rotation of the adjust 
ing rods 60 in one direction moves the electron beam 
emitters 26 closer together and, in the other direction, farther 
apart. An encoder 57 determines the relative positions of 
electron beam emitters 26. The frame 46a also includes 
mounting brackets 66 for mounting the adjustment ?xture 46 
and electron beam emitters 26 to the tunnel 43. The tunnel 
43 is con?gured to be open in the regions corresponding to 
the exit WindoWs 26a of the electron beam emitters 26 in 
order to alloW the entrance of the beams 25 of electrons e 
into the irradiation region 32. If the exit WindoWs 26a are 
designed to emit electrons e' in a rectangular con?guration, 
the exit WindoWs 26a are typically oriented so that the long 
direction of the rectangular con?guration extends in the 
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6 
longitudinal direction of the tunnel 43 so that the length of 
irradiation region 32 is maximiZed. 
A series of shields 64 are mounted to each mounting plate 

62 for engaging the openings into the tunnel 43 for radiation 
shielding as Well as preventing inert gases from escaping 
tunnel 43 When inert gases are employed. The shields 64 
extend forWardly relative to the exit WindoW 26a to alloW for 
adjustment of the electron beam emitters 26 toWards or aWay 
from irradiation region 32 While continuing to provide 
shielding. 

Although FIG. 6 depicts a single motor 58 for simulta 
neously moving tWo electron beam emitters 26, 
alternatively, each electron beam emitter 26 can be provided 
With a motor and moved independently of each other. In 
addition, adjustment ?xture 46 can include features to pro 
vide some or all of the other adjustments contemplated for 
irradiation apparatuses 30 and 48. Curing of coatings at high 
speed can be performed With irradiation apparatus 50, With 
300—1000 feet per minute being a typical speed. In one 
embodiment, the Width or height of article 28 can range 
betWeen 1/2 to 3% inches. It is understood that the dimensions 
of article 28 can vary, and that the dimensions of irradiation 
apparatus 50 are siZed to accommodate the dimensions of 
article 28. 
The siZe and poWer of electron beam emitters 26 for 

irradiation apparatuses 30, 48 and 50 can be chosen to suit 
the particular application at hand (speed, siZe, type of 
coating, etc.). Article 28 does not have to be generally 
rectangular in shape and can be curved, round, triangular, 
polygonal, complex combinations thereof, etc. Article 28 
can be either holloW or solid and can be made by typical 
continuous processes involving, for example, extrusion, 
continuous casting, bending, bending and Welding, etc. In 
addition, the electron beam emitter system 31 can have less 
than or more than four electron beam emitters 26 depending 
upon the application at hand. Furthermore, the emitters 26 
do not have to be at right angles to each other. This most 
often occurs When feWer than four or more than four electron 
beam emitters 26 are employed. When irradiating articles 28 
that have round or triangular cross sections, three electron 
beam emitters 26 can be employed. Opposed electron beam 
emitters 26 in some situations can be in axial or angular 
misalignment. Although the embodiments of FIGS. 1—6 
have been mainly described for curing coatings on 
3-dimensional articles, alternatively, such embodiments can 
be employed for irradiating a moving 2-dimension Web, as 
Well as be employed for steriliZation or surface modi?cation 
purposes. When employed for steriliZation or surface modi 
?cation purposes, the coating station 35 can be omitted. 
Also, When irradiating a 2-dimensional Web, only tWo 
opposed electron beam emitters 26 need to be operating. 

Referring to FIG. 7, electron beam irradiation apparatus 
10 is still another embodiment of the present invention that 
is suitable for steriliZing 3-dimensionally shaped articles 16, 
for example, medical instruments such as dental or surgical 
instruments. Irradiation apparatus 10 includes an electron 
beam emitter system 13 having tWo electron beam emitters 
12. The electron beam exit WindoWs 12a of electron beam 
emitters 12 face each other and are axially aligned With each 
other on opposite sides of a gap forming an irradiation/ 
steriliZation region or Zone 20 therebetWeen. The electron 
beam emitters 12 direct opposing beams 25 of electrons e' 
into the irradiation region 20 (FIG. 8). PoWer to the electron 
beam emitters 12 is provided through cables 16. A convey 
ance system 18 conveys articles 16 through the irradiation 
region 20 and through the opposing beams 25 of electrons e 
for steriliZation. The conveyance system 18 includes ?rst 
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22a and second 22b conveyors, each having an endless belt 
14 that is driven around rollers or pulleys 24 (FIG. 9) in the 
direction of the arroWs 13 by the rotation of the pulleys 24 
in the direction of arroWs 11. The conveyors 22a/22b are 
spaced apart from each other in the region of irradiation 
region 20 so as not to block the beams 25 of electrons e‘. 
This alloWs articles 16 to be fully steriliZed While passing 
through steriliZation region 20. 

In use, the poWer to electron beam emitters 12 is turned 
on and tWo opposing beams 25 of electrons e' are directed 
into irradiation region 20 by the electron beam emitters 12. 
The conveyance system 18 is turned on and the belts 14 of 
conveyors 22a/22b are driven around pulleys 24. An article 
16 to be steriliZed is placed upon the belt 14 of the ?rst 
conveyor 22a (FIG. 9). The ?rst conveyor 22a moves article 
16 into the steriliZation region 20. As the tip 16a of article 
16 reaches the end of the ?rst conveyor 22a, the tip 16a 
eXtends off the end of the ?rst conveyor 22a into the 
irradiation region 20 (FIG. 10). Since the tip 16a is no longer 
resting on a belt 14 Which could block some of the steriliZing 
electrons e', the beams 25 of electrons e' are able to fully 
steriliZe all surfaces of tip 16a. After the tip 16a passes 
through the irradiation region 20, the tip 16a reaches the 
second conveyor 22b. The mid-section 16b and rear end 16c 
of article 16 folloW tip 16a and pass from the ?rst conveyor 
22a through irradiation region 20, thereby becoming steril 
iZed before reaching the second conveyor 22b (FIG. 11). The 
second conveyor 22b then conveys article 16 aWay from 
irradiation region 20. 

In most cases, the articles 16 are typically instruments that 
are relatively small in cross section so that electron beam 
emitters 12 Which provide a 2-inch diameter beam 25 of 
electrons e' is usually suf?cient. Alternatively, larger or 
smaller electron beam emitters 12 may be employed depend 
ing upon the application at hand. In addition, if required, 
more than tWo electron beam emitters 12 can be employed. 
Such an arrangement can direct a beam 25 of electrons e 
from multiple directions. The electron beam emitters 12 can 
be angled forWardly or rearWardly, or aXially offset. 
Furthermore, each electron beam emitter 12 can be adjust 
able up or doWn, toWards or aWay from the irradiation region 
20, rotatably about irradiation region 20, or at angles. 
Although irradiation apparatus 10 is typically employed for 
steriliZing articles 16 that are relatively short in length, 
alternatively, irradiation apparatus 10 can be employed for 
steriliZing a single continuously moving article, or can be 
employed for curing coatings or obtaining surface modi? 
cation. The conveyance system 18 can be modi?ed to suit 
the application at hand. For eXample, the conveyors 22a/22b 
can be moved farther apart from each other or replaced With 
rollers. 

While this invention has been particularly shoWn and 
described With references to preferred embodiments thereof, 
it Will be understood by those skilled in the art that various 
changes in form and details may be made therein Without 
departing from the scope of the invention encompassed by 
the appended claims. For eXample, features of the various 
embodiments disclosed may be combined or omitted. In 
addition, although conveyance systems With rollers or con 
veyor belts have been described, alternatively, the convey 
ance systems can include components for dropping articles 
through the irradiation Zone by gravity. In such a case, the 
electron beam system Would be con?gured appropriately. 
Re?ectors can be employed for re?ecting electrons e' to aid 
in the irradiation of articles in the irradiation region. In some 
cases, some of the electron beam emitters can be replaced 
With re?ectors. Furthermore, the con?guration, siZe and 
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8 
dimensions of various components of the irradiation appa 
ratuses of the present invention are understood to vary 
depending upon the siZe and shape of the article to be 
irradiated. The articles can have varying surfaces or 
structures, and do not need to be smooth. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An electron beam irradiation apparatus comprising an 

electron beam system for directing electrons into an irradia 
tion Zone, the electron beam system and the irradiation Zone 
being con?gured for irradiating outWardly eXposed surfaces 
of a 3-dimensional article passing through the irradiation 
Zone from different directions With electrons from the elec 
tron beam system, the electron beam system comprising 
multiple electron beam emitters having at least one opposed 
pair of electron beam emitters Which are positioned to 
irradiate the irradiation Zone With electrons; and 

an adjustment system capable of moving the electron 
beam emitters for changing the position of the electron 
beam emitters relative to the article. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 in Which the adjustment 
system is capable of moving the electron beam emitters 
toWards or aWay from the irradiation Zone. 

3. The apparatus of claim 2 in Which the adjustment 
system is capable of rotating the electron beam emitters 
about the irradiation Zone. 

4. The apparatus of claim 3 in Which the adjustment 
system includes an adjustable rotating mechanism capable 
of rotating the electron beam emitters about the irradiation 
Zone. 

5. The apparatus of claim 3 in Which the electron beam 
system comprises four electron beam emitters. 

6. The apparatus of claim 5 in Which the electron beam 
emitters are positioned in ?rst and second opposed pairs. 

7. The apparatus of claim 6 in Which the second opposed 
pair is doWnstream from the ?rst opposed pair. 

8. The apparatus of claim 2 in Which the adjustment 
system includes an adjustable linear mechanism capable of 
moving the electron beam emitters toWards or aWay from the 
irradiation Zone. 

9. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a convey 
ance system for conveying the article through the irradiation 
Zone, the conveyance system being con?gured to alloW the 
article to be irradiated With electrons on the outWardly 
eXposed surfaces. 

10. The apparatus of claim 9 in Which the article is a 
continuous pro?le, the conveyance system including at least 
one roller positioned beyond the irradiation Zone for con 
veying the pro?le through the irradiation Zone. 

11. The apparatus of claim 1 in Which the apparatus cures 
coatings on said surfaces of the article. 

12. The apparatus of claim 1 in Which the apparatus 
steriliZes said surfaces of the article. 

13. The apparatus of claim 1 in Which the apparatus 
provides surface modi?cation of said surfaces of the article. 

14. The apparatus of claim 1 in Which the electron beam 
system provides electrons from opposing directions. 

15. The apparatus of claim 14 in Which the electron beam 
system comprises tWo opposed electron beam emitters sepa 
rated from each other by a gap. 

16. The apparatus of claim 15 in Which the conveyance 
system comprises tWo conveyor belts for conveying the 
article betWeen the opposed electron beam emitters through 
the gap therebetWeen, the conveyor belts being spaced apart 
from each other in tho region of the gap so that the article 
passing betWeen the electron beam emitters can be frilly 
irradiated by the electrons. 

17. An electron beam irradiation apparatus for curing 
coatings on a continuously moving 3-dimensional pro?le 
comprising: 
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an electron beam system for directing electrons into an 
irradiation Zone, the electron beam system and the 
irradiation Zone being con?gured for irradiating out 
Wardly exposed surfaces of the pro?le passing through 
the irradiation Zone With electrons from the electron 
beam system for curing coatings thereon, the electron 
beam system including multiple electron beam emitters 
having at least one opposed pair of electron beam 
emitters Which are positioned to irradiate the irradiation 
Zone With electrons each from a different direction; and 

an adjustment system capable of moving the electron 
beam emitters for changing the position of the electron 
beam emitters relative to the article. 

18. An electron beam irradiation apparatus for steriliZing 
a 3-dimensional article comprising an electron beam system 
for directing electrons into an irradiation Zone, the electron 
beam system and the irradiation Zone being con?gured for 
irradiating outWardly exposed surfaces of the 3-dimensional 
article passing through the irradiation Zone from different 
directions With electrons from the electron beam system to 
steriliZe said surfaces, the electron beam system comprising 
multiple electron beam emitters having at least one opposed 
pair of electron beam emitters Which are positioned to 
irradiate the irradiation Zone With electrons; and 

an adjustment system capable of moving the electron 
beam emitters for changing the position of the electron 
beam emitters relative to the article. 

19. An electron beam irradiation apparatus comprising: 
an electron beam system comprising multiple electron 
beam emitters having at least one opposed pair of 
electron beam emitters for directing electrons into an 
irradiation Zone, the electron beam system and the 
irradiation Zone being con?gured for irradiating an 
article passing through the irradiation Zone With elec 
trons from the electron beam system; and 

an adjustment system capable of moving the electron 
beam emitters for changing the position of the electron 
beam emitters relative to the article. 

20. The apparatus of claim 19 in Which the adjustment 
system is capable of moving the electron beam emitters 
toWards or aWay from the irradiation Zone. 

21. The apparatus of claim 20 in Which the adjustment 
system is capable of rotating the electron beam emitters 
about the irradiation Zone. 

22. A method of forming an electron beam apparatus 
comprising: 

providing an electron beam system for directing electrons 
into an irradiation Zone; 

con?guring the electron beam system and the irradiation 
Zone for irradiating outWardly exposed surfaces of a 
3-dimensional article passing through the irradiation 
Zone from different directions With electrons from the 
electron beam system, the electron beam system com 
prising multiple electron beam emitters having at least 
one opposed pair of electron beam emitters Which are 
positioned to irradiate the irradiation Zone With elec 
trons; and 

providing an adjustment system capable of moving the 
electron beam emitters for changing the position of the 
electron beam emitters relative to the article. 

23. The method of claim 22 further comprising providing 
the adjustment system With the capability of moving the 
electron beam emitters toWards or aWay from the irradiation 
Zone. 

24. The method of claim 23 further comprising providing 
the adjustment system With the capability of rotating the 
electron beam emitters about the irradiation Zone. 
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10 
25. The method of claim 24 further comprising providing 

the adjustment system With an adjustable rotating mecha 
nism capable of rotating the electron beam emitters about 
the irradiation Zone. 

26. The method of claim 23 further comprising providing 
the adjustment system With cm adjustable linear mechanism 
capable of moving the electron beam emitters toWards or 
aWay from the irradiation Zone. 

27. The method of claim 23 further comprising providing 
the electron beam system With four electron beam emitters. 

28. The method of claim 27 further comprising position 
ing the electron beam emitters in ?rst and second opposed 
pairs. 

29. The method of claim 28 further comprising position 
ing the second opposed pair doWnstream from the ?rst 
opposed pair. 

30. The method of claim 22 further comprising providing 
a conveyance system for conveying the article through the 
irradiation Zone, the conveyance system being con?gured to 
alloW the article to be irradiated With electrons on the 
outWardly exposed surfaces. 

31. The method of claim 30 in Which the article is a 
continuous pro?le, the method further comprising providing 
the conveyance system With at least one roller positioned 
beyond the irradiation Zone for conveying the pro?le 
through the irradiation Zone. 

32. The method of claim 22 further comprising con?g 
uring the apparatus for curing coatings on said surfaces of 
the article. 

33. The method of claim 22 further comprising con?g 
uring the apparatus for steriliZing said surfaces of the article. 

34. The method of claim 22 further comprising con?g 
uring the apparatus for providing surface modi?cation of 
said surfaces of the article. 

35. The method of claim 22 further comprising providing 
electrons from opposing directions. 

36. The method of claim 35 further providing the electron 
beam system With tWo opposed electron beam emitters 
separated from each other by a gap. 

37. The method of claim 36 further comprising providing 
the conveyance system With the tWo conveyor belts for 
conveying the article betWeen the opposed electron beam 
emitters through the gap therebetWeen, the conveyor belts 
being spaced apart from each other in the region of the gap 
so that the article passing betWeen the electron beam emit 
ters can be fully irradiated by the electrons. 

38. A method of forming an electron beam apparatus 
comprising: 

providing an electron beam system comprising multiple 
electron beam emitters having at least one opposed pair 
of electron beam emitters for directing electrons into an 
irradiation Zone; 

con?guring the electron beam system and the irradiation 
Zone for irradiating an article passing through the 
irradiation Zone With electrons from the electron beam 
system and 

providing an adjustment system capable of moving the 
electron beam emitters for changing the position of the 
electron beam emitters relative to the article. 

39. The method of claim 38 further comprising providing 
the adjustment system With the capability of moving the 
electron beam emitters toWards or aWay from the irradiation 
Zone. 

40. The method of claim 39 further comprising providing 
the adjustment system With the capability of rotating the 
electron beam emitters about the irradiation Zone. 

41. A method of curing coatings on a continuously mov 
ing 3-dimensional pro?le comprising: 
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directing electrons from an electron beam system into an 
irradiation Zone; 

passing the pro?le through the irradiation Zone, the elec 
tron beam system and the irradiation Zone being con 
?gured for irradiating outWardly exposed surfaces of 
the pro?le With electrons from the electron beam sys 
tem for curing coatings thereon, the electron beam 
system including multiple electron beam emitters hav 
ing at least one opposed pair of electron beam emitters 
Which are positioned to irradiate the irradiation Zone 
With electrons each from a different direction; and 

moving the electron beam emitters for positioning the 
electron beam emitters in the proper position relative to 
the article With an adjustment system. 

42. A method of steriliZing a moving 3-dimensional 
article comprising: 

directing electrons from an electron beam system into an 
irradiation Zone; 

passing the 3-dimensional article through the irradiation 
Zone, the electron beam system and the irradiation Zone 
being con?gured for irradiating outWardly eXposed 
surfaces of the 3-dimensional article from different 
directions With electrons from the electron beam sys 
tem to steriliZe said surfaces, the electron beam system 
comprising multiple electron beam emitters having at 
least one opposed pair of electron beam emitters Which 
are positioned to irradiate the irradiation Zone With 

electrons; and 
providing an adjustment system capable of moving the 

electron beam emitters for changing the position of the 
electron beam emitters relative to the article. 

43. A method of irradiating an article comprising: 
directing electrons from an electron beam system into an 

irradiation Zone, the electron beam system comprising 
multiple electron beam emitters having at least one 
opposed pair of electron beam emitters; 

introducing the article into the irradiation Zone, the elec 
tron beam system and the irradiation Zone being con 
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?gured for irradiating the article With electrons from 
the electron beam system; and 

moving the electron beam emitters for positioning the 
electron beam emitters in the proper position relative to 
the article With an adjustment system. 

44. A method of irradiating a moving 3-dimensional 
article comprising: 

directing electrons from an electron beam system into an 
irradiation Zone; and 

passing the 3-dimensional article through the irradiation 
Zones the electron beam system and the irradiation Zone 
being con?gured for irradiating outWardly eXposed 
surfaces of the 3-dimensional article from different 
directions With electrons from the electron beam 
system, the electron beam system comprising multiple 
electron beam emitters having at least one opposed pair 
of electron beam emitters Which are positioned to 
irradiate the irradiation Zone With electrons; and 

providing an adjustment system capable of moving the 
electron beam emitters for changing the position of the 
electron beam emitters relative to the article. 

45. An electron beam irradiation apparatus comprising: 

an electron beam system comprising a plurality of elec 
tron beam emitters generally surrounding an irradiation 
Zone for directing electrons into the irradiation Zone, 
the electron beam system and the irradiation Zone being 
con?gured for irradiating an article passing through the 
irradiation Zone With electrons from the electron beam 
system; and 

an adjustment system capable of moving the electron 
beam emitters for changing the position of the electron 
beam emitters relative to the article. 

46. The apparatus of claim 45 in Which the electron beam 
system includes three electron beam emitters positioned 
around the irradiation Zone. 
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